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TO 

Joseph Peabody^ Esq. 

SALEM, If A,B8A0HUBETT8. 

Sir, 

I htve ventured to imcribe this book with your 
Dame, for the ibllowing reasons. I wished to prove, that 
much as I have wandered, my heatt and my afiections 
have still had their stationary points. It is my pride 
to hope, amidst ali the vicissitudes, through which I have 
passed, that the friends of my youth will be those of my 
age. Years in their ffight will never shed the mildew of 
oblivion over kindnesses, which have marked every 
period of my intercourse with you. Those kindnesses are 
alike associated with the remembrance of scenes that 
have passed in the land of my birth, and in distant regions 
west of the Mississippi. To you and one other friend it 
is owing, that I ever appeared before the public. I know 
not, if the public will thank you, or if it ought I feel, 
that I, at least, ought never to forget the kindness and 
munificence of the motive. While your keels plough 
every sea, bringing home the rich harvests of commerce, 
I have always known you the earnest and consistent friend 
of the sacred soil and the plough. This acquaintance 
with predilections, apparently so foreign from those, which 
have governed your pursuits in life, has added an induce- 
ment to inscribe to you a book, which, while it presents a 
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brief sketch of all the great interests of our country, 
dwells with most detail upon the fertility of the American 
soil, and the uncounted millions of acres of its untilled and 
teeming wilderness, yet to be occupied by independent 
and happy yeomen. 

Fortunate as has been the general course of your 
career, since my first work was inscribed with your name, 
you have experienced a loss as severe, as can try the 
human heart, and have sustained it with a firmness of 
Christian philosophy, which proved that in the midst of 
prosperity you had not forgotten .on what tenure we hold 
all the blessings of this mutable existence. 

May you continue to enjoy the luxury of doing good, 
in the tranquil repose of resignation in the midst of the 
children, that remain to you, rendering your age as happy, 
as your past life has been honorable and useful. 

With feelings of indelible gratitude and respect, 
I subscribe myself your friend and humble servanii 

Timothy Funt. 
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PREFACE* 



Had the author been aware^when he astumed this task, of the amount 
of labor and difficulty, in which it would involve him, he would have 
shrunk from it in dismay. But he had announced the work and made no* 
inconsiderable progress in it, before a full view of the difficulties and 
discouragements opened upon him. One of the diffi<}ulties, and that 
by no means an inconsiderable one, was that of procuring materials for 
all that part of the work, which could not be supplied by his own perwmat 
observation. From a general consciousness of the western people, of the 
incompetence of most of those who have assumed to collect materia^ ibr 
works of this sort, and an unwillingness, that their names should standi 
as authorities, it has happened, that they, who were most capable of fur- 
nishing materials, have heard with indifference and neglect solicitations 
to fumi&h such materials. 

There seems to be but one sure and adequate avenue to such colleetion; 
and that is, to travel from state to state, and from capital to capital^ to 
make it in person. Such is the expense attending this mode, that very 
few, who belong to the proverbially poor fraternity of authors, can afford 
it. Such, also,- is tlie length of time, necessary to complete 'such a tour, 
with the requisite deliberation and delay, that, owing to the rapid changes, 
effected in the scene by time, the first part of the sketch has become an 
inadequate representation, before the last is completed. Whatever be the 
industry, honesty of Intention, and ability of the author of such a work, 
he must be content to prepare it under all these disadvantages, and 
identify his fortunes with a class of writers, whose writings upon similar 
subjects, however deserving, have rapidly passed into oblivi<m. In addi- 
tion to these preliminary difficulties, the author had to encounter that of 
ill health, which, whether it be an allowed plea to enter, in palliation of 
defects, or not, is certainly a very great impediment in prosecuting works 
of this isort. At the same time, his hands have been filled with laborieus 
avocations of another kind. 

S 



Digitized by 



Google 



X PREFACE. 

But it is unnecessary to dwell on these, and various other difficultieB 
easy to name. The author had given a pledge, and ^piU his hand to the 
plough,!* He felt, too, that he had some grounds, on which to assume 
such a work. He had devoted the beit portion of twelve years to explor- 
ing the Western country. He had remained one or more seasons in each 
of its great divisions. He had been familiar with Cincinnati, St. Louisa 
and New Orleans, the points most central to the information and resources 
of their respective, divisions, and had resided in each of those capitals. 
He had ti>aversed this great valley, in all its chief directions, in an em- 
ployment, which had necessarily brought him in contact with all classes 
of its people, and all its aspects of society. He had had abundant com- 
munications with its scholars and distinguished men. As an earnest 
lover of nature, he had contemplated nature in the West, in the original, 
and in all her phases. On foot, and alone, he had wandered beside her 
Wg and devious streams. He had been between two and three hundred 
days on the Mississippi and its tributary waters. He had published 
^Recollections' of these journeyings, which had been received by the 
public with great kindness. His chief efibrts, as an author, had been 
directed to bringing the people of the West acquainted with one another, 
and the beauty and resources of their own great country. He hopes, it 
will not be deemed assumption for him to say, that he has done something 
towards bringing about an intunacy of good feehngs between the elder 
sister, whose fair domain is the east country, the fresh breeze, and the 
shores of the sea; and- her younger sister, whose dotal portion is the 
western woods, and the fertile shores of the western streams. 

A kind of affectionate feeling for the country, where he has enjoyed, 
and sufiered, all that the human heart can be supposed capable of feeling 
on this side of the grave, which contains his children, his charities, and 
all those ties, which call forth aspirations for its well-being, after he shall 
be in the dust, enlisted his first purpose to commence this -work. The 
general amenity of its aspect, its boundless woods and prairies, its long 
and devious streams, and its unparalleled advancement in population and 
improvement, filled his imagination. He had seen the country, in some 
sense, grow up under his eye. He saw the first steam boat, tliat descend- 
ed the Mississippi. He had seen much of that transformation, as if of 
magic, which has converted the wilderness to fields and orchards. He 
has wished to transfer to others some of the impressions, which have 
been wrought on his own mind by witnessing those changes. Such were 
some of the motives, that impelled him to undertake this work. 

He has a distinct foresight of the views, which some will entertain, and 
express in reference to this work. But he can pronounce with perfect 
simplicity and confidence, that his least fears of criticism are firom those 
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whose candor, experience and ability best qualify them to judge. At any 
rate, he will cheerfully suffer the sentence, whatever it may be, which 
the western people shall pass upon this work. To those, who have pre- 
dicted, that he would draw too largely upon tlie language and the color- 
ing of poetry and the imagination, he can only say, that it has been bis 
first aim, to compress the greatest possible amount of useful information 
into the smallest compass. He has, therefore, rather to apprehend, that, 
the intelligent will find it too statistical and laconic, too much abbrevi- 
ated, and divested of detail. 

Something more than half the compass of this work is original, in the 
strictest sense of the word, the remarks and details being the fruit of hip 
own observation or reflection. What has been suggested by the reading 
and observation of those, who have preceded him in labors of this kindt 
will oe generally found, he thinks, to have been assimilated, to use amedi., 
cal term, and to have received in his mind the nK)uldiiig of his own 
manner. But touching the matter obtained from other books, he claims 
no other merit, than that of being a laborious and faithful compiler. 
In some instances, where the thoughts could not be better, or mor^ briefly 
expressed, the words of the original authors may have been used. He 
has referred to at least thirty volumes, and to those, who might feel 
disposed to suggest, that he has made a book from the labors of others, 
be would beg leave to remark, that, if they shall be pleased to think, that 
they have found the substance of all these volumes in this work, he shall 
consider it the highest encomium, they can pass upon it. 

He feels it to be a daty, once for all, to make the most frank and ample 
avowal of the sources, to which he has chiefly repaired for compilation. 
That works of history and geography must necessarily be prepared in 
this way, no person, at all acquainted with the nature of such writings, 
need be told. As well might a traveller presume to claim the fee-sin^e 
of all the country, which he has surveyed, as a historian and geographer 
expect to preclude those, who come af\er him, from making a proper use 
of his labors. If the former writers have seen accurately, and related 
fiiithfully, the latter ought to have the resemblance of declaring the same 
&ct8, with that variety only, which nature has enstamped upon the distinct 
elabomtions of every individual mind. Those who have preceded him, 
have availed themselves of the observations of their [nedecessors. The 
author flatters himself, that his work, in its turn, will be consulted hj 
those, who will como after him. As works of this sort become multi- 
plied, voluminous and detailed, it becomes a duty to literature to abstiact, 
abridge, and give, in synoptical views, the inform^ion that is spread 
through numerous volumes. So far from its being the tendency of a 
work of this kind to undervalue, and preclude the use of works, from 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xn PREFACE. 

which it is compiled, he would hope, that adverting to the original works, 
t>y pointing to tiie sources of his information, would have the contrary 
.effect of inducing those readers, who wish to view the subject in ail its 
details and bearings, to repair to those works, and rescue them from 
oblivion. Many of them are works of great merit, and have undeservedly 
passed into disuse. 

He has not considered it necessary to give individual quotations, or to 
disfigure the margin with references and authorities. The reader ought to 
rely upon the fact, that nothing is here put down, which has not been 
previously weighed in the author's mind, and admitted, either as matter 
of his own observation, or on what he conceived to be the competent and 
Qiedible tesUmony of others. Sometimes upon a particular point, he 
has i^opted the phraseology of the author entire. At other times, he has 
adjusted the views of one au^r by another, endeavouring to settle a 
Just medium from the result of his own observations. 

For the topographical and geographical parts, he has chiefly consulted 
the following authors, viz: Charlejvoix, Volney, Bartram, Breckenridge* 
Darby, Stoddard, Atwater, Ohio and Mississippi Navigator, Dana, Emi- 
grant's Guide, Lon^s Expeditions, Pike, Schoolcraft, Beck, successive 
extracts from Cincinnati Directories, and Woodruff's Engraving of the 
city, cOTrespondence widi Mr. Dunbar of Mississppi, Dr. McKay of Arkan- 
sas, Judge Carr of St. Louis, Rev. M. Peers, and Professor Caldwell of 
Kentucky, Daniel Bryan, Esq. of Alexandria, and Messrs Lanier and 
Famham of Indiana; beside short extracts from various correspcmdents 
and cotemporary Gazettes too numerous to specify. 

In reference to th^ second part of diis work, it is from the obvious 
necessity of the case, more simfdy a work of compilation, than the former- 
He has indeed brought every item of his own personal observation to 
bear upon it. But that observation in any individual case must be limit- 
ed. Be could not name, if disposed, all the sources, from which he has 
flou^t and obtained information. For many fects he has relied on the 
authority of Mr. Worcester's excellent Gazetteer. The portions of the 
yhAf that treat of the country beyond the United States, have been 
chiefly drawn from Capt. Parry, Malte Brun, Humboldt, Breckenridge, 
and Bullock. But the intelligent reader will readily understand, that in 
4ie present state of our intelligence, touching the physical geography of 
Mexico and South America, Malte Brun has lefr little to be said afler 
him. Of course he has been the authority chiefly followed. 

He regrets tliat other motives, than his own inclination, inculcated by 
experience have conpelled him to omit the greater portions of the history 
•f the western country, and replace it with more extended detaib of 
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statiitical and physical geography, the points of absorbing interest about 
which emigrants to the great West are chiefly solicitous. 

He would haTe been amused, if an author were apt to be so amused 
by the criticisms elicited by his first edition. He desires to withdraw his 
hands firom the scalding element of cotemporary history, while the parties 
are still on the stage. The manner and form must have been fashioned 
to the dictation of a thousand individuals to have pleased; and what is 
worse, the emendation proposed by one would have been the most annoy- 
ing blemish to another. He knows no remedy for the deluge of criticism, 
that inundates the land, but a callousness of patience equal to every 
INKK)f. The reader knows better than himself, that it is a great evil to 
write a great book. Though he is desirous of perpetrating the very 
offence, there are but too many, with whom it b a more unpardonable 
fiiult, to write a good one. 

His former work met with a criticism equally generous, eloquent and 
ja0t, in the North American Review, and a shorter but not less generous 
and happy notice in the New-York Evening Post, he has no doubt, fh>m 
the pen of William Bryant, Esq., of whose laudatory notice, if any one 
were not proud, he would be more or less than man. 

He would have attributed something of the fervid and affectionate 
notice of that work, he presumes from the pen of his friend. Dr. 
Caldwell, to the partiality of a long and tried friendship, had he not been 
aware, that he holds even his partialities in severe subjection to his 
judgment. 

To Morgan Neville and Charles Hammond, Esqrs., he is indebted for 
much aid in furnishing books and documents on this and various similar 
occasions. It would be ungrateful in him to close without referring to 
the continued kindness of Henry Starr, Esq., who confers favors with so 
much ease and unconsciousness as, probably, to have forgotten, that he 
owes him this public expression of his gratitude. 

For the rest, every indulgent reader will overlook such errors of the 
press, as have occurred, when informed, that a considerable part of the 
work was carried through the press, while the author was laboring under 
severe indisposition. 
CincinmUiy January Istf 1832. 
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The following extract from a communication from Mr. Neville to the 
author of this work, in reply to certain enquiries, gives a condensed and 
hasty account of the dreadful flood which has just spread destruction over 
an extent of rich and fertHe country, of at least 1,000 miles. As it re- 
cords an event almost simultaneous with the publication of the "Geogra- 
phy," and which must form an important event in the history of the West, 
I have thought it not irrelevant to give it a place in the Preface. It will 
be of more convenient reference, than the columns of a newspaper. 

Cincinnati, February 29th, 1832. 

Sib, In reply to your interrogatory on the subject of the freshet, which 
at tiiis moment presents such a scene of desolation and suffering, I can 
state that in my opinion such a flood has never happened since the settle- 
ment of the Western Country. I was born on tlie banks of the Ohio, 
and my recollection extends back to a period when Cincinnati was but a 
village; and I am perfectly satisfied that I never saw the water so high by 
many feet. 

The Ohio, aHer having been frozen up and covered by the thickest ice 
wMch was ever witnessed in this city, during the whole of the month of 
December and part of January, broke up about the 6th of that month, 
doing incalculable damage tliroughout the whole course of this noble 
stream. From that period until about ten days since, there has been a 
succession of rains, which were sufficient to keep the river Bnd its tribu- 
taries at heights rather greater than ordinary ; on the 7th of this moiith 
the water commenced swelling with uncommon rapidity, with a settled 
rain, the wind at S. W., and the tempemture such as to lead to the conclu- 
sion, that the rain was as extensive as it was heavy. On Saturday night 
the 10th inst. it increased to a perfect storm. On Monday, 12th, the 
Ohio had gained the maximum of 1826, estimated the greatest.rise for.the 
last 17 years. At this point it appeared to become stationary, and prob- 
ably had commenced receding. A few hours produced a melancholy 
change; the river again advanced, and passing the old marks of 1815, 
and 1793, poured its flood through the aqueduct under Main street into 
Columbia. Shortly after, the river at the lower part of the town broke 
over the Levee, and joining the water rushing out of the aqueduct, pre- 
sented the novel and distressing sight of a rapid river having Columbia 
street for its bed. At this time the merchants in Main street, between 
Front and Columbia, after ineffectually attempting to keep the water out 
of their cellars by clay embankments, yielded the contest and turned all 
their exertions to removing their goods from their cellars.to their first floors. 
The merchants in Front street had been driven to this alternative a day 
or two before. The draymen now having nothing to do in their usual 
business, found ample employment in transporting business men and oth- 
ers, attracted by curiosity, across Columbia street at the different cross 
streets, from Broadway down to the low ground at the west end of the 
town. In the mean time the river continued rising at a rate seldom wit- 
nessed even when confined within its banks; the merchants in Front st. 
were forced to remove their property to the second stories — those on Main 
soon found it necessary to follow tlieir example. Drays disappeared, 
and small crafts of various and novel construction took their place. It 
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was then found that precautions for security had been postponed too long. 
A vast amount of merchandise and produce was destroyed before it could be 
raised to the second stories. The lower part of the town was completely 
inundated, and the small frame houses, which composed the greatest 
amount of buildings in that section of the city, were threatened with de- 
struction. I have not yet understood how many have been destroyed, 
but in looking down upon them from Fourth street, I counted yesterday 
nearly 20 entirely upset. The call of humanity was obeyed before that 
of interest; labourers could not be had in sufficient numbers to assist the 
merchants, because they were engaged in removing hundreds of wretch- 
ed families from the flood below. There were several steam boats in har- 
bor, and the yawls of all found ample employment. The edge of the 
water below JRace street presented scenes only equalled in cases of wide 
spread conflagrations, such as that at Fayetteville, last summer. Boats 
were constancy landing unfortunate families who, with their little prop- 
erty, remained exposed to the weather until the city authorities could 
provide shelter and food. Finally, on Thursday the 16th inst. the work 
of desolation was consummated ; the water broke over the bank from Deer 
Creek bridge at the east end of the city, to Main street, turned the current 
of Columbia street down, and laid the whole of the town lying between 
Lower Market or Second st. and the river, under water, except the large 
stores on the south side of Pearl and Market streets. The cellars of 
those, however were filled with water, which, with little variation, rose in 
them all to within an inch or two of the floors. I believe the cellars on 
the north side of these streets are partially filled with water also. 

The scene presented at this moment, and the revolution produced in 
the appearance of things can scarcely be believed by ourselves; it re- 
sembles more the extravagance of a dream, than reality. All that part 
of the town below Walnut street under water is occupied by private resi- 
dences, and probably includes nearly one-third of the population of the 
city. Water, Front, and Columbia streets are distinguished by many ex- 
cellent brick houses ; the population is more dense than in any other portion 
of the town. When the water reached the first floor, the families remov- 
ed up stairs, and those who were sufficiently provident to have fuel car- 
ried up in time, have remained ever since, (now 4 days,) in their houses, 
surrounded by a sea in miniature; many, however, have abandoned their 
houses and taken up their residence at public houses, and with their friends 
on the hill. Notwithstanding this melancholy state of things, the mode 
of living is matter of amusement to many of the femilies thus surround- 
ed. When misfortune cannot be avoided, there is a kind of instinctive 
philosophy in man, which makes us submit oflen with a good grace. 
Thousands of boats have sprung into existence, like Minerva, from the 
brain of the "Thunderer." The scene is absolutely Venetian^ Every 
house has its boat, already called a gondola, in which the owners travel 
about on their necessary vocations; visits are regularly made in this way. 
In passing down to a friend's house yesterday in his ''craft," I passed two 
or three gondolas with young gentlemen in them, under the windows of 
their female acquaintances; I cannot say decidedly that they were 
breatliing vows or wafting sighs to tlic ears of the laughing fair ones ; 
but I did observe wicker baskets drawn up by cords, which, on enquiry, 
I found to be filled witii icfreshnients instead of billets. This employ- 
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mentyif not so dangerous was doubtless equally useful as that of the 
old Knigiits Errant relieving imprisoned damsels firom the castles of 
giants and magicians. 

The waters have commenced receding this day^ the 19th inst. ; but the 
river fails slowly. The amount of damage, exclusive of the actual sus- 
pension of all business, cannot be yet estimated; but it mus^be very consid- 
erable. I have already heard of several individuals who have lost from 
4 to 6,000 dollars in damaged goods; but the worst remains* We dread 
to see the state of the streets and cellars when the river subsides. It will 
be terriUe, and unless the roost vigorous measures be inmiediately taken, 
our beautiful and flourishing city will probably next summer be the thea- 
tre of some malignant disease. 

This flood forms an Era in the history of the Valley of the Mississippi ; 
itis probably four to five feet higher than any freshet which has happened 
since the first settlement of the country; and when we reflect that it has 
swept through a country well filled with towns and villages, and distin- 
guished by fertile fields and rich settlements, for the distance of 900 
miles, our anticipation roust n^ds be most gloomy. The loss of life, we 
fear, must be great; the loss of property can never be calculated. The 
bottom ground plan of Cincinnati is as high, if not higher, than any other 
bottom situation of the river. 

Upon the whole, the citizens of Cincinnati will have cause to remember 
the winter of 1631-2. It was ushered in by a series of cold weather never 
witnessed before in this country, either for intenseness or duration, which 
closing the river and canal for six weeks, made fuel as dear and scarce as 
in the Atlantic cities. N^ct the Water Works was burnt down, which, 
in addition to the want of water, produced the necessity of establishing 
Tolunteer Watches, to prevent further suflTering from fires. And to con- 
clude, we are now visited by a flood of a character which, 20 days ago, 
we would have considered as improbable, as a coUision with the expected 
comet! 

The water, at its highest elevation, was 63 feet above low wata: mark. 
The velocity of the current six miles and a quarter per hour. 
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HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 

OF THE 
tALLEt OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 



Wx do Bot intend in these introductory remarks, to enlarge upon 
so copious an article, as the geology of this valley. We reserve more 
particular observations for sectional heads of this subject. We dismiss 
it here, by observing that the valley itself is universaUy, of what 
geologists call secondary formation, with here and there boulders of 
granitic rock, out of pkce ; that the western slopes of the Alleghanies 
aie generally of what is called the transition character; that the 
southern extremities of the lakes are transition, and the nothem granitic 
and (Himitive in their formation ; that the Rocky Mountains are, for the 
most part, primitive, until we approach the Gulf of Mexico, in the Mexican 
slate of Texas, where the strata of rock again appear to be blue lime 
stone. Over all the immense valley between these limits, there are 
maiks of recent formation, — apparent indications as Volney conjectured, 
that the country was once submerged, and has, not many ages since, 
Emerged from under waters ; and that to casual inspection, the vallies, 
the hhxSa and the hills, the regular lamina of stones, and strata of soil, 
the marae exuvis, and in short, all the physical aspects of the country 
wear the appearance of once having been the bed of seas, or fresh water 
lakes. 

Prom its cbaiacter of recent formation, from the prevalence of Ihne 
stone eveiy^Aere, from the decomposition which it has undergone, and is 
constantly undeigoing, from the considerable proportion of decomposed 
lime stone in the soil, probably results another general attribute of this 
valley — ^its character of uncommon fertility. We would not be understood 
to assert, that the country is every where alike fertile. It has its sterile 
sections. There are liere, as elsewhere, infinite diversities of soil, from 
the richest alluTionsi to the most miserable flint knobs ; from the tan^^ed 

3 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 miBISSIPPI YALLET^ 

caxie brakes, to the poorest pine hills. There are, too, it is weD known^ 
towards the Rocky Mountains, wide belts, that have a sorfiice of 
sterile sands, or only covered with a sparse vegetation of weeds and 
coarse grass. But of the country in general, the most cursory observer 
must have remarked, that, compared with lands, apparently of the same- 
character in other regions, the lands here obviously show marks of 
singular fertility. The most ordinary, third rate, oak lands, wUl bring^ 
suceessive crops of wheat and maize, without any manuring, and with 
but little care of cultivation. The pine lands of the southern regions 
are in many places cultivated for years, without any attempts at 
manuring them. The same fact is visible in the manner, in which 
vegetation in this country resists drou^t. It is a proverb on the good 
lands, that if there be moisture enough to bring the com to germinate^ 
and come up, there viH be a crop if no more rain falls, until the harvest. 
We have a thousand times observed this crop, continuing to advance 
towards a fresh and vigorous maturity, under a pressure of drought, and 
a continuance of cloudless ardor of sun, that would have burned up 
and destroyed v^etation in the Atlantic country. 

We have supposed this fertility to arise, either from an uncommon 
proportion of vegetable matter in the soil ; from the saline impregnations 
mixed with the earth, as evidenced in the numberless licks, and springs 
of salt water, and the nitrous character of the soil, wherever, as in 
caves, or under buildings, it is sheltered from moisture ; or, as we have 
remarked, from the general diffusion of dissolved lime stone, and marly 
mixtures over the surface. In some way, spread by the waters, diffused 
through the soil, or the result of former decomposition, there is evidently^ 
much of <he quickening and fertilizing power of lime mixed with the^ 
soil. 

Facb of the CoTTin*RT, 6lc, Our prescribed limits will necessarily 
dictate brevity to us, in touching on this topic. The Alleghany moun-^ 
tains, as is well known, stretch along in ridges, that run parallel to 
each other, with great uniformity. They form the eastern rampart of 
this great valley. The middle ridge appears to be generally the most 
elevated; to separate the waters of the Atlantic from those of the Missis- 
sippi ; and gives name to the rest. Another of these ridges has the name 
of the Laurel ridge, from the number of laurels growing on its sides. 
Approaching these ridges, they are a sublime object, as seen in the 
distance. They rise before you, apparently an impassable barrier, their 
blue outlines pencilled, like clouds, on the sky, and their northern and 
southern extremities both running beyond the reach of vision. The 
ascent from the Atlantic side is generally more abrupt and precipitous^ 
than on the descent towards the valley of the Mississippi. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FACE OF THB COVIITBT. 19 

Yhe hflt western range exhibits, very strikinglj, the tegulsr distribution 
f>f the lamina of lime stone, and the uniformity of their dip, as though 
they had been laid, stratum upon stratum, by art. The composition is, 
for the most part, either lime stone, argillite, gray wacke^ and combina- 
tions of slaty matter with sulphate of iron; in short, those kinds of 
combinations, which occur between metaliferous lime stone, and inclined 
sand stone. Between the Alleghany mountain and the last western 
ridges, the tributaries of the Ohio begin to show themselves in the Ibrm 
t>f riversw Their murmur is heard, as they rapidly roll along their rocky 
beds, breaking the stillness of the mountain forest; and they often wind 
great distances, before they find their place of escape firom the mountains. 
The scenery on one of the transits over the mountains has arrested the 
attention of most travellers. A turnpike road leads near, where the 
Loyalhanna has divided the Laurel ridge to its base. The view, thai 
appertains to this chasm, is at once striking and sublime. A beautifbl 
mountain stream, overhanging mountains, the breeze sweeping down 
the slo]Hng forest, profound solitude, the screaming of the jay, and the 
ilash of the river, rolling rapidly along its rocky bed, and its waten 
hidden under the shade of laurels, conspire to soothe and elevate the 
mind. 

After we descend the last mountain summit towards the valley, the 
country is still a succession of high hills, generally rounded smoothly 
down their declivities, and with more or less of table land on ihek 
summits. On the very tops of the Alleghanies we discover the indict* 
tions of approach towards the region of coal. On the summits of tb 
hills beyond the mountains, the eye not only traces it among the clif 
slate, by the blackened sur&ce of the road, but the sense of smA 
detects it in the atmosphere about the houses, and indicates, that in tie 
midst of woods, it is the easiest fuel to procure. Its dark smoke 
streams from the funnel of the blacksmith^s forge. Pittsburgh aiid 
Wheeling are blackened with its impalpable effluvia. 

Following the course of the Alleghanies, south of the Ohio, end 
along the fbot of the ridges is generally a country of undulating md 
elevated swells, covered, while in its natural state, with a heavy foiest. 
The country about Pittsburgh may be called hilly, though there are 
few hills so precipitous, as not to be susceptible of cultivation. — 
Through the Pennsylvania and Virginia sections of the Mississippi 
vaUey, you traverse hill beyond hill, generally with small and fertile 
vallies between them. Some of these hills have almost the characler of 
mountains. They are for the most part, however, susceptible of good 
roads. 
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On the national road, as we descend the last mmmtaiB Aonraidi 
Brownsville, and the vallej of > the Monongahda, the eye takes in an 
lionzon, as broad as it can reach^ of hills, vaUies, orciiaids, and pastwa 
grounds of cbampaigne and rich country in the two statte. The 
contrasts of the open pastmres and fields, pencilled by a peiifectiy stnui^ 
3ine on the edge of the thick forests^ and on the ronnded summits of 
the hills, afford a delightful pro^>ect The finest parts of the interior 
of New England will scarce! J compare with this new. The«amemay 
be said 1^ views of Tennessee and Kentucky, as we snocessively api^ 
fyroach them, in coming over the mountains fiom North Caroling m4 
Virginia. After we have left the immediate vicinity of the miowi»imf 
Kentucky is neilber hilly, nor level, but has a geneial aurftice 0f 
deilightftrl undulation. There are beautiful and extensive valliea# wA 
«nly sufficient irregularity o[ surface to cany off the WBters. Buoh in 
'that efaanning valley, of which Lexington is die centre $ and ancb i$ 
that, embracing the barrens of Green river. 

Tennessee is more generally hilly. The gfeat ranges of the All^gfaaniea 
diverge into separate mountains in this state and divide k into two 
•43istinct sections, called East and West Tennessee. 

Keeping parallel with the mountains, and still advancing soui^ .in 

Alabama the hills begin to subside, although dte northern and ventem 

p&rfs of Ais state may stiU be called mountainous. But, od fiHfffing 

this stale, the features of the country b^fin manifestly to change. On 

' ihe hills, instead of oaks and deciduous trees, we begin to bea^r :thp 

Vreeze in the tops of long leaved {nnes. We have a long succession c^ 

fine hills, and fertile valli^ between them. We soon maik another 

^inry striking change in the landscape. In coming ftom the QbiOf W9 

ktveeeen the country, in a state of nature, universally eopered with a 

ttick forest) generally of deciduous trees, with here and there a rare holly 

tite, or other evergreen. We have afterwards traversed estensiye jwip 

forests of the black, or pitch pine, with tall straight trees, and the earth 

Ixtieath them free from under brush, covered with grass, aq4 almost 

"(entirely destitute of stones. In the rich alluvial vallies we remark a 

^considerable portion of laurels. The forests preserve an unvarying 

i^eidure through the winter. We begin to notice these forests first giving 

place to the barfens, with a few sparse tiees, arranged, as in an ^orchard. 

^Thsse barrens are soon succeeded by prairies, or savannas, ^is they are 

here called. The hills have subsided to extensive, level and grasi^r 

plains; and this order of landscape continues, until we meet tbe.b^kof 

•pine forest, that dcirts the gulf of Mexiop. Its svv^ampy and eguable 

^surface rises but little above the level of the gulf, and is separated tfrom 
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it by a margin of sand, driven into faeape by tbe mutual incesMuU action 
of tbe wind and tbe sea. 

Beginning again on tbe north side of the Alleghany river, and descend- 
ing that river between the north bank and the lakes, the first |M>rtioa 
of the country is hilly ; but, as we descend towards the Qfaio> Ijbo 
country, though in some places, particularly along the Muskingum, hiUy, 
isgeiieially only gently waving, and is on the whole more level than the 
south side of the Ohio. Approaching the lakes, the country beccmes quile 
levd; and there are various places in the northern parts of Ohio, Indimwi 
and niiDois, near the lakes, where the country is so level, marshy and low, 
as in winter and spring to be covered with water firom four inches to a Sod 
in deptk The northeastern parts of Ohio may be considered hilly. In 
fMUNOngon the great road from Wheeling to Cincinnati, these a^^ indead, 
49ear the Scioto, considerable plains. But the g^ieral aspect (^ the coun 
fbry piesents fine ^evations, often a league across, with hdi table land on 
the summits, and the declivities susceptible of cultivation. For five or 
six miles from .either bank of the Ohio, there are, almost univsfflDaallf 
liigh hills of a singular configuration, known by the name .of the '^Qfaip 
hiUs.' 

jProm the Sdoto ttie aspect of the coi^itry is more lenel; and on ^tbe 
^wtaten of this river we begin to discover our af^oach to the widepmiiitp 
<of the west. We topen upon the fine, level Pickaway, or Piqua pgtaiii^ 
<Mrplams; and thence through the northern parts of this state, advanciiig 
west, along the plains of Mad river, and into Indiana, pndries heoame 
more commonin tbe same proportion, as we advance fiurtber ^Rset. 7i0 
g^meral surfece of the timbered country is more level. As we appioadi 
the Ohio, the forest k more dense and uniform, and that river, in its vAde 
«oune, originally rolled through an unbrok^i forest. In Indiana ti\e pro- 
portion of prairie land is far greater, than in Ohio ; and in Illinois it Jhas an 
immense disproportion over the timbered country. Back of Shawnee town, 
«nd between the waters of the Saline of the Ohio, imd those of Ae MiasiiH 
sippi, from the base of this level country springs up a singular chain of 
hills, which a recent traveller has seen fit to dignify with the name of 
mountains. The remainder of the state of Illinois may be for the moit 
part designated, as axsountry of prairies and plains. 

BejFondthe state of Illinois, advancing north on the east side of Ibe 
Mississippi, pine hills, ponds, Mes, marshes and prairies altecoate to the 
•sources of that river. The plasby regions in ^t quarts arecoveied.wiA 
thick wild rice, and there Providence has provided inexhaustible paotun 
•for the countless numbers and varieties of wild water fowls, that migrata 
to these regions^ fatten in the autumn, before their retutn to thftsontb. 
-Near Rock river of this region, we come upon the hillsand smells of |ani 
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in that extensite district called the mineral countrj, wbete the otm of ktd 
are so plentifully found. 

The surface of the country west of the Mississippi is generally much 
more level than east and south of it. There are bluffs, often high and pre^ 
cipitous, near the great water courses. Not &r west of the Mississippi 
there is much country coTered with flint knobs, singular hills of conical 
■hi^, that with a base of a mile in circumference often rise four or Ave 
hundred feet high, and are covered on their sides with fieche^ or arrow 
stones, of a siliceous substance, not unlike flints, and used as substitutes 
for them. There are, as in the country between the St. Francis and White 
river, hills that might almost warrant the designation of mountains, af^pear- 
ing to be continuations of the Alleghanies, whose spurs seem to cross the 
Mississippi in the Chickasaw blufl&, and to be continued to the west in 
the St. Francis hills. But the general surfkce of the country, between 
theMississij^i and the Rocky mountains, is comparatively speaking, a 
vast plain, probably, as we have remarked, the largest one on the globe. 
Except in the blufls of the rivers, and on the flint knobs, it is, <m the sur- 
face free from stones, to an astonishing degree. The surfiice of prairie, a ~ 
hundred leagues west of the Mississippi, is, probably, in comparison with 
the timbered country, in the proportion of twenty to one. The little 
timber, that is seen, occurs only on the skirts of water courses. As we 
recede from the margins of the Missouri, the Platte, the Ydlowstone, 
Arkansas and Red rivers, the prairies become more dry, sterile^ and desti- 
tute not only of wood and water, but <^ all vegetation. Travellen 
wander for days in these desolate wastes, without having eithw wood or 
water in their horizon, over sandy deserts, scantily covered with coarse 
grass and weeds. This is the appropriate range of the buffiJo* In some 
parts, there are in fact, wastes of moving sand, like those of the African 
deserts. 

On the lower courses of the Missouri, St. Francis, White, Arkansas 
and Red rivers, we see extensive alluvions skirting their banks, of great 
and inexhaustible fertility. The alluvial prairies, too, in these regions 
teem with vegetation. But on their upper waters, as soon as we have re- 
ceded from a narrow and fertile belt on their shores, the boundless waste 
of the prairies beyond, seems destined to be the last resort of bufialos, or 
the region of herds of domestic cattle, attended by migrating she]^rds. 

MoxTNTAiss. We have seen, that the general character of the Alle- 
ghany ridges, is to stretch along in continued and parallel lines, the central 
ridge of which gives name to the rest. The spurs of these ridges, ^diich 
in Kentucky, and particularly in Tennessee, under the names of the Bald, 
Iron, Laurel, Yellow, Unaka, Copper, Clinch, Powell's, Cumberland, d&c 
originate streamSi diversify and give grandeur to the scenery in tbes^ 
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fltatcf, aie all ih cultivated and populoui regionf , and wUl be described 
under the heads of the states, in which they lie. The clif& and rocks, 
of which they are composed, bear, as we have remarked, the general 
character of transition formation ; and the strata have that lamellated 
regularity, and that uniformity of dip, or inclination, which have been 
scientifically described by geologists. These circumstances are so 
obvious and striking, as to produce even in unobservant eyes a degree 
of surprise. 

That immense range of lofty mountains, which gives rise to the long 
rivers, that wind through such a vast extent of prairies, and come into the 
BGasissippi on die west side, in almost its whole course runs wide from 
the limits of cultivation, and the haunta of civilized man. — Their forma- 
tion, character, and height are comparatively but httle known, and present 
descriptions of them must necessarily be vague and general. They vrill 
for ages only attract the gaze and astonishment of wandering hunters, or 
occasionally a few enterprising travellers, that will scale their summits 
on their way to the Western sea. Now and then a savage, differently 
constituted bom the rest, will pause on their snowy crags, be impressed 
with their sublimity, and think of the Great Spirit. The rest will con- 
tinue to date their eras from the time, when they hunted on their eastern, 
or western declivities. It wiU be long, before the detached mountains, 
and the prominent peaks will be named, classed and described. It does 
not appear, that many of them rise above the region of perpetual ice. 
Though from the passage of Lewis and Clark over th^n, and the concur- 
rent testimony of others, in the latitude of 47^ north, immense quantities 
of snow are on their summits, between the Missouri and Columbia, in 
the months of June and Ju]y. They are seen, like a vast rampart, 
rising from the grassy plains,stretching from north to south. Sometimes 
their afqpect is that of continued ranges, of a grayish color, rising into the 
blue of the atmosphere, above the region of the clouds. A great num- 
ber are black, ragged and precipitous; and their bases strewn vrith 
immense boulders and fragments of rock, detached by earthquakes and 
time. Ttom Hob iron bound and precipitous character, they probably 
received the appellation, ^ Rocky mountains ' 

Whether any of them are vdicanic, or not, is not certainly known. 
We have often seen large masses of pumice stone floating on the Missis- 
sippi, and s^ oftener on the Missouri. These are generaUy of a reddish 
yellow, or flame color, and are among the largest and finest specimens of 
this kind of stone, that we have seen. Whether discharged fit)m volcanic 
mountains, or, as others assert, from hills of burning coal, is not certainly 
known. Mica is abundantly carried along by the waters, that flow firom 
these mountains. There can be no doubt, that these andent and ma^- 
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Qtfie^t pil^ 9lt€ of primitive fbnnattoB. They are much higher, m&n 
rugged, ind have generally a more Alpine character, than the Alle^ia« 
Aietf. They apparently stretch along at ahout the same distwce from tho 
tf estem sea, as the former from the Atlantic. The great rivers, that ate 
discharged from their eastern and western declivities, wind stiU frirther 
between their inferior and exterior ridges, in finding their passage 
through them. The Columhia, or Oregon on the west, and the Arkansas 
on the east, vrind more than an hundred leagues, in search of a place of 
tecape fit>m the mountains. 

As on the Alleghanies, the rivers, that run in opposite directions froAi 
fliese mountains, generally have their sources near each other. In fol> 
lowing the heds of these rivers up to their sources in the mountains, W^ 
ihA the easiest paths and the gentlest acclivities, by which to cross them. 
The character whl^h they had gained, of being continuous, high, and 
^ery where alike rugged, and a barrier almost impassable, between the 
regioiis east and west of them, from the descriptions of the first adventure 
ets, %ho crossed thein, seems now to have yielded to a very difi*erent 
impression. Various leaders of expeditions of trappers have crossed 
these mountains, in directions more southern, than those of Lewis and 
Olark. They affirm that they found none of those formidable, and 
almost insurmountable barriers, which undoubtedly exist on the route of 
those distinguished travellers. We have at this moment under our 
ey6 extracts from the journal of Mr. Ashley, the leaded of an enter* 
{nrising and powerful association for procuring fhrs, who has crossed 
these mountains at different points. This journal narrates the account 
bf a passage over them, from the sources of the Platte to lake Bueneven- 
tura^ on the western side. It asserts, that he found an easy passage 
toven for loaded carriages ; with an ascent no where as sharp, as on 
the 'national road over the Cumberland mountains to Wheeling. He 
even asserts, that the acclivity was so gentle, as no where to have an 
kUK^ent of more than three degrees; and that nature has provided not 
only a practicable, but a good road quite to the plains of the Columbia. 
The testimony of travellers seems to be uniform, that to the eye, indeed, 
the ranges are unbroken and continuous. But nature appears every where 
to have indicated her wish, that no part of the earth should be interdicted 
by unsocial barriers from communication with the rest. Through the 
Ibftlest and most continued ranges there are found chasms, natuni 
bridge^ tennis along the beds of rivers, and corresponding descents on 
the op^x^site mde, that render a passage over them comparatively smooth 
indeai^. 

W^ imow not exactly oh what ground tiuvellen have classed this vast 
lange into the divisions of th6 Rocky, Chepywto, and the Masserfte 
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ftnountaint. The ranges at the aourcei of the Arkansafl, and running 
thence toWards the gulf of Mexico, have so commonly borne the latter 
name, that thej will (Nrobably retain it. A single peak of this ridge^ 
seen as a landmark for Inmieme distances over the subjacent plains, has 
been called, and we think, ought for ever to retain the name of mount 
Pike. It is of incomparable grandeur in appearance, and has been dif- 
ferently rated at from seven to ten thousand feet in height. On the 
ridges of this range the Colorado of the Pacific, the Bio del ^forta 
T>f New Mexico, the Roche^jaune, or Yellowstone, of the Missouri, and 
the Arkansas and Red rivers of the Mississippi, that have their outlets 
et siDch immense distances from each other, have their sources. It will 
lience be easily inferred, that this is the hijg^tlandof this part of North 
America. 

Geographers have supposed^ that it is a circumstance of course, that 
^between all rivers, that have any length of course, there are ranges of 
lulls, more or less elevated, separating the tributary waters of the one 
liver fix>m the other. It is olFten, but by no means always so, in tins 
valley. Many of the large rivers have no other separating ridge, than a 
liigh and maishy plain, that discharges, as has been remariced, its waters 
ftora one extremity into the one river, and from the otherextremity into 
Ibe other. But, as a general rule, in the medial regions of this valley^ 
Ihe considerable rivers are separated from each other by ranges of hills, 
more or less distincdy mariced. In this region of plains, where a person 
may have been bom, and travelled to New Orleans, and lived to old 
age without ever seeing an devatfon, that deserved the name of mountain, 
^tbese hills become respectable by comparison. These ranges of hills 
ere mopt considerable in the mineral country in Missouri, between St. 
^Vancis and White river, in Arkansas territory, between Washita and 
jRed river, and betwi^n the latter river and the Sabine. South and east 
*t^ the Mississippi, there are consideral^e ridges of this chara<^r in the 
states of MississipiH and Alabama. These r^^xigHB of hills will be more 
properly noticed, under the description of the states and territories, where 
"diey respsctively occur. 

Thegenenfl surftod of this valley may be classed under three distinct 
VBpects; the thickly timbered, the barrens, and the prairie country. In 
<hefiist division, e^eiy traveller has remarked as soon as he descends to 
this va]ley,a grandeur in the form and size ofthe trees, a depth of verdure 
fai dw foliage, a magnificent {nrodigality of growth of every sort, that 
^etinguiriies this country from other regions. The trees are large, tall, 
and rise aloft, like eolumns, free from branches. In the rich lands they 
«« generally wreathed wi^« drapery of ivy, bignonia, grape vines, or 
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Other creepers. Intermin^ed with the foliage of the trees are the brotJ 
leaves of the grape vines, with trunks, sometimes as large as the human 
body. — Frequently these forests are as fi-ee from undergrowth, as as 
orchard. Sometimes the only shrub, that is seen among the trees, is th6 
pawpaw> with its splendid foliage and graceful stems. In other places, 
especially in the richer alluvions of the south, beneath the trees, there are 
impenetrable cane brakes and tangle of brambles, briar vines, and every 
sort of weeds. These are the safe retreats of bears and panthers. This 
undergrowth universally indicates a rich soil 

The country denominated ^ barrens,^ has a very distinct and peculiar 
configuration. It is generaUy a country with a surface, undulating with 
gentle hills, of a particular fonn. They are long and unifcHrm ridges. 
The soil is for the most part of a clayey texture, of a reddish or grayish 
color> and is covered with a taU coarse grass. In addition to a pecuHar* 
ity of feature, more easily felt, than described, the trees are generally Y&ej 
sparse, seldom large, or very small. They are chi^y of the diffisrent 
kinds of oaks ; and the barren trees have afi appearance and configuration, 
appropriate to the soil they inhabits The land never exceeds secmid 
rate in quality, and is more generally third rate. It is favorable^ in the 
proper latitudes, to the growth of wheat and orchards^ On the whole, 
this country has an aspect so peculiar and appropriate, that no persoo, 
at all used to this country, is in doubt for a moment, when he enters on 
the region of the barrens. There are large districts of this kind of 
country in Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama^ They are conmion in 
Illinois and Missouri, and are seen with more or less fiequency, over all 
the valley of the Mississippi. 

In this region, and in the hazle or bushy prairies, we most firc^quently 
see those singular cavities, called ^ank holes.' They are generally in 
the shape of funnels, or inverted cones, fit)m ten to seventy feet in 
depth, and on the surface from sixty to three hundred feet in circumfe- 
rence. There are generally willows, and other aquatic vegetation, at 
their sides and bottoms. The people here have their own theories, to 
account for these singular cavities; and as an earthquake is the agent 
most likely to seize on the imaginaticm, and the most convenient (me to 
solve inexplicable results, they have' generally supposed them the w«»k 
of earthquakes. Others have imagined them the huge wells, from whick 
the domesticated mammoths, and the gigantic races of past generations 
quenched their thirst. There is little doubt, that they are caused by 
running vtraters, which find their way in the lime stone cavities, beneath 
the upper stratum of soil. We shall see elsewhere, that this stratum 
generally rests on a base of lime stone; and that between this ^nd die 
sub-strata, there are often continuous cavities, as we see in the limm 
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) cayerns,* and that in these interstices between the different strata 
rf rocks, brooks, and even consid^able streams puraue uninterrupted 
ooarses imder grotind. The cause of these sink holes was probably a 
issure in the super-stratum of lime stone. The friable soil above found 
its way through this fissure, and, was washed away by the running 
waters beneath. In this manner a funnel shaped cavity would naturally 
be formed. In hct, the ear often distinguishes the sound of waters run- 
ning beneath, at the bottom of these sink holes. 

The r^siaining, and by far the most extensive surface, is that of the 
pniries. Although th^ have no inconsiderable diversity of aspect, they 
may be classed under three general divisions; the heajthy, or bushy, the 
ftlhivial, or wet, and the dry prairies. The healthy prairies seem to be 
of an intermediate character between the alluvial prairies and the 
barrens. They have springs covered with hazle and furzy bushes, small 
aalKafiras shrubs, with frequent grape vines, and in the summer with an 
infinite profhsimi of flowers, and the bushes are oflen overtopped with 
the common hop vine. Prairies of this description are very common in 
Indiana, Dlinois and Missouri, and they alternate among the other 
prairies for a considerable distance towards the Rocky mountains. 

. The dry prairies are for the mest part destitute of springs, and of all 
T^jetation, but weeds, flowering plants, and grass. To the eye they are 
8Q nearly level, and the roundings of their undulations,, so gentle, that 
the eye, taking in a ^at surface at a single view, deems them a dead 
leveL But the ravines, made by the water courses through them, 
sufficiently indicate, that their swells and declinations communicate a 
quick motion to the waters, that fall on them. This is by far the most 
extensive class of prairies. These are the plains, over which the buflalos 
range. These are the plains, without wood or water, in which the trav- 
fXiet may wander for days, and see the horizon on every side sinking to 
contact with the grass. 

The aUuvial, or wet prairies form the last and smallest division. They 
generally occur on the margins of the great water courses, although 
they are often found, with all their distinctive features, far from the 
point, where waters now run. They are generally basins, as regards the 
adjacent regions, and their outlines are marked by regular benches. 
They are for the most part of a black, deep, and very friable soil, and of 
eodutustless fertility. In the proper latitudes, they are the best soils for 
wheat and maize ; but are ordinarily too tender and loamy for the culti- 
vated grasses. They rear their own native grasses, of astonishing 
height and luxuriance. An exact account of the size and rankness of 
die weeds,, flowering plants and grass on the richer alluvial prairies of 
Illinois and Missouri, would seem to those, who have not seen them, an 
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idle exaggeration. Still more than the rdling prairief^ thej ixnpreat tb9 
eye as a dead level f but they still have their slight inclinations towards 
their benches, where their waters are arrested, and carried off. But, 
ftom their immense amount of vegetation, and from the levelness of their 
surface, wherever they are considerably extensive, they have small ponds, 
plashes and bayous, which fiU from the rivers, and from rains^ and ar^ 
cmly drained, during the intense heats of summer, by evaporatioB« 
These ponds in the alluvial prairies, that are connected with the rivers, 
when they overflow by bayous are filled, in the season of hi^ watersy 
with fish of the various kinds. Ab the vniters subside, and their connect 
ting courses vnth the river become dry, the fish are taken by cart loads 
among the tall grass, where the water is three or four feet deep.. When 
the waters evaporate, during the heats of summer, the fish die; and 
although thousands of buzzards prey upon them, they become a source 
of pollution to the afinospbere. — Hence these prairies^ b^tutifbl as they 
seem to the eye, and extraordinary as is th^r fertility, are very unfkvc^ 
able positions, in point of salubrity. Flocks of deer are seen scouring 
across these rich plains, or feeding peaceably with the domestic cattle^ 
In the spring and autumn, innumerable flocks of nvater fbwb are meatk 
wheeling their flight about the lakes and ponds of these praiMes. Tliey 
find copious pasture in the oily seeds of the plants and grasses, that 
have seeded duridg the summer. 

During the months of vegetation, no adequate id^ could be conveyed 
by description of the number, forms, varieties, scents and hues of ths 
flowering plants, and the various flowers of the richer prairies. In tto 
barrens are four or five varieties of ^ ladies slippers,' of diflferent and 
the most sj^endid colors. The violets, and the humbler aad more mqd* 
&A kinds of garden flowers, are not capable of competing with the raidc 
growth of grass and weeds, that choke them on the surfitoe., Borne of tfa^ 
taDer and hardier kinds of the liliaceous plants struggle for display, and 
rear themselves high enough to be seen^ Most of the prairie flowers 
have tall and arrowy stems, and spiked or tassellated heads, and ths 
flowers have great size, gaudiness and splendor, without much firagrance 
or delicacy. The most striking of these flowers we shaQ att^npt to 
dass and describe, in another place; only r^narking here, that dnriag 
the summer, the prairies present distinct successions of dominant hues, 
as the season advances. The prevalent color of the prairie flowers in 
spring is bluei^ purple; in midsummer red, with a considerable piCfpot'- 
tkm ofyellow. In autumn the flov^ers are very large, many of theuc^ 
the Aeiuiittibttf form, and the prairie receives from them such a qpldnfid 
coloring of yellow, as almost to present to the imaginatioa an ; 
surface of gilding. 
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MmsRAls. There are difiusedin the different positiona of this valley 
the common proportions of Huneralsyoxides, neutral salts, fossils, and the 
diffisrent kinds of earths. Salt springs, as we shall have occasion elsewhere 
to remark, are found in a thousand places, in all proportions of saline 
impregnations, from water, that is merely brackish, to that, which is much 
Salter than sea water. It is obvious to remaric, the wise and benevolent 
provision of Providence for the population of the country, in thus 
providing, at such distances from the sea, an article so essential and 
indispensable to the oomfort and subsistence of civilized man. Hence it 
results, that there is no point in this vaUey, far removed from the means of 
an easy and cheap supply of this necessary article. The cattle have dis* 
covered this impregnation in innumerable licks. It is found in form like a 
boar frost, in < Salt prairie,^ between the Osage and the Arkansas. Arkan- 
sas and Red river are at times perceptibly brackish, from the quality of 
salt in solution in the water. Nitre is found almost pure, and is lixiviated 
from the earths in the lime stone caves, that abound in various places. 
Muriate of magnesia^ or Epsom salts, is found in caves in Indiana. 
Sulphates of iron and ahunine are found in greater proportions, than in 
most countries I and copenur and alum might be among the manufactures 
of this region. Carbonate of lime abounds, as We have seen, every 
where. Sulphate of lime, or gypsum, is found in various places. We 
have seen most beautifril specimens, striated with needles in stars, and 
when pulverized and prepared, of a snowy whiteness,*^said to have been 
brought from the Kansas of the Missouri. Quarries of gypsum are 
afilnned to exist on the upper waters of the Mississif^i, in Tennessee, 
and in various other places. That call fbr the use of this material, 
which would alcme lead to adequate search for it, has not yet been 
heard. It has not been required, or used in building, or the arts ; and 
such is the universal fertility of the soil, that it will be long, before it will 
be sought after, as a manure. But that time will come, and then, in this 
region of secondary formation, there can bono doubt, that a sufficiency 
of this article will be discovered for all the necessities of the country. 

On the waters of the Little Sioux of the Missouri, and on a branch of 
the St. Peters of the upper Mississippi, is found a beautiful species of 
indurated clay, — constituting a stone of the most singular appearance, 
commonly called ^ pipe stone,^ from the circumstance, that the savages 
in all these regi<ms, quite to the western sea, make their pipes, and some- 
times their other ornaments, of it. It is said to be cut from the quarry, 
almost with the ease of wood. It hardens in the air, and receives an 
exq^site polish of impalpable smoothness. It is nearly of the color of 
Mood ; and is a beautifU article for monumental slabs, vases and require- 
\ iof that sort. If it be as abundant, and as easily procured, as bw 
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been said, it Will one day become an article of extensive use through At* 
country. For although marble abounds, this ie a more beautiful material^ 
than any marble that we have seen. It has been generally asserted, 
that an imaginaiy line of truce extends round the {daces^ where this: 
stone is found, within which the most hostile tribes pursue their business 
of cutting out stones for pipes in peace. 

We haveseen frequent specimens of ores, said tabe ores of cinabar. 
There are, unquestionably, abundant ores of copper and zinc. Copper, it 
k known, i» not found so abundantly on the shores of lake Superior, as it 
was anticipated it would be. A vast number of specunens of copper ore- 
aie found in different points in this valley. Specimens of pure and mal- 
leable copper have been shown to us ; one of which, said to have been found 
in Illinois, thirty miles east of St. Louis, weighed three pounds. There is 
ariver of the upper Mississippi, forty miles above the mouth of the Mis- 
souri, called by the French, < Cuivre,' or Copper river, from the supposed 
mines of copper on its banks. Ores of copper have been found at different 
points on the Illinois. Considerable quantities are smelted at Galena,, 
dug with the ores of lead. Iron ore is abundant in too many places to be 
named. Ores of antinK>ny and manganese are occasionally seen ; but tbe- 
progress of the arts,* and the circumstances of the country not havings 
called for these articles, little note has been taken of the discoveries^ 
Hunters and travellers have asserted, that gold dust is brought down to tbe 
Missouri by its upper waters, a^^ has been seen on the sand bars at low 
water. Whether it be so, or whether tbe shining particles,, which they 
undoubtedly saw, were only of mica or talc, is Qot known. On the ranges 
of the Rocky mountains, continued in Mexico, it is well known the pre- 
cious metals abound. A great many mines of silver are wrought on the 
western spurs of the Ma^eme mountains, near Santa Fe. It is natural to. 
infer, that the same ranges, when thoroughly explored on the eastern side,, 
in the vicinity of the sources of the Yellovrtone, Platte, Arkansas and Red 
rivers, virill be also found to have their mines of sUver and gold. It ifr 
at present asserted, that a silver mine has been recently discovered inc 
Indiana. 

The only mines, Uiat are yet wrought in this country, to any extent are 
those, of iron and lead. Near Pittsburgh and on the Monongahela, in 
Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri, are manufactories of iron from 
native ores which we shall notice, when we speak of those states. Lead 
ore is found in different points of this valley with more ease, and in greater 
abundance, perhaps, than in any other part of the world. The particular 
sections of country, where these ores are dug in greatest abundance, are 
in the county of Washington in Missouri, from twenty to fifty miles west 
of Ae Mississippi, on the waters rfBig Creek, ariver of the Maramecj, 
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^iXid near Rod^ rher, at Dubuque^ mines, in the state of IIlincMS; and at 
Riviere du feve, improperlf called Fever river, upon the upper Miasb- 
sippi. We shall naturally speak of the mines, when we treat of the 
«tate9, ^ which they are found, 

CuMATH, In a country of such immense extent, the climate must 
necessarily be various. We must, of course, be brief on so coinous a 
head. Between the sources of t^ l^fississippi and Missouri, and the 
Gulf of Mexico, there is every variety of temperature, from that of the 
Arctic regions, to that, where flourish the olive and the sugar cane. We 
may, perhaps, cbism conceptions of some exactness, by inspecting our 
thermometrical tables of the temperature at different points of the valley. 
We have resided through the season in the northern, middle and southern 
regions of it% We are confident, as a general fact, that the climate more 
^exactly and uniformly corresponds to the latitude, than that of any other 
country. The amount of heat and cold, or the mean temperature thiougii 
the year, ia greater or less, at any {dace, according bls its position is more 
t>r less to the south. Jn ascending the Mississippi from New Orleans to 
to St. Louis, or Cinciipmti, in the spring, we take a direction generally 
north. One of the swifter steam boats vrill considerably out-travel the 
progress of spring ; and from the region, where the foliage of the trees, and 
vegetation generally have unfolded into all their verdure, we find the 
foliage on the banks of the river gradually diminishing, as we ascend; 
end after 'we pass the mouth of the Ohio, we shall periiaps, see the bude 
on the trees but just beginning to swell. In descending the same river 
in the autumn, we observe this influence of the climate reversed in a 
most impressive manner. At Pittsburgh the trees are stripped of their 
leaves by frost. At Cincinnati nature ia laying on the last mellow 
colors of autumn, and the leaves are beginning to fall. At Natchez the 
forests are still in the verdure of summer. We have noted this beauti- 
fully graduated and inverted scale of the seasons, more than once, in 
ascending and descending thes^ rivers* 

It is very obvious, why climate in this valley should so accurately cor- 
respond to latitude. It is an immense basin, spreading from north to 
south. There are no ranges of mountains, spi^d across the valley in an 
eastern and western direction, to change the current or temperature of 
the winds, or to give a material difference of temperature to places, situ- 
ated in the same latitude. ItLence it is, that in traversing the country fimn 
south to north, vre discover the diminution of temperature, as marked 
by that sensible and unerring thermometer, the vegetable creation, very 
accurately indicating the latitude of the place. 
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BIr. Jefierson has supposed, that in this valley the temperature is 
hi^r, than in the same parallels in the Atlantic country. Dr. Drake 
and othetd have successfully combated this idea, Mr. Jeflferson asserts, 
that the reed cane, myegia macrosperma^ and paroquets, are seen &rther 
north on the Ohio and the Mississippi, than on the Atlantic shore. If it 
he so, the inference, dra^^ from these facts, might easily be shown to be 
erroneous, by showing, that their locality along these streams is fixed by 
other circumstances, than tempera|pre. On the Tennessee, the cane, 
finding a congenial soil, and circumstances, on the banks of a ri^^r run- 
ning from south to north, will spread its seeds along those banks to a 
^)oint more northern, than its native residence^ The immense numbers 
•of paroquets, that are seen on the lower courses of the Mississippi, will 
liaturally push their colonies far to the north on that river, where they 
^till find all circumstances, but temperature, the same; where there are 
old, large and hollow sycamore trees, the favorite haunts of this briUiant 
\M; furnishing it at once food, shelter and a home; 

These regions, sheltered from the damp and cold northeastern gales of 
the Atlantic shores in the spring, will probably have that season milder 
and more forward, than in the corresponding latitudes of the Atlantic 
But in such a vast basin, indining from north to south, and permeated 
in its whole extent by such a river, as the Mssissippi, an atmosphere df 
the cold air of the elevated regions of the table lands at its sources will 
liaturally be set in motion at times by atmospheric changes, and be pro* 
|>elled towards the south. The colder air will often rush down to 
mipply the vacuum, made by the rarefacti<m of southern temperature. 
Hence north and south winds,^— in other Words, winds up and down this 
Valley, frequently alternate, and, together with their ooUateral winds, the 
northeast and southwest, are the prevailing vrinds felt in the valley^ 
Southern and southt^^estem gales predominate in the smnmer, and north- 
ern and western in winter. Hence the vrinter is much more changeable, 
than that of the Atlantic country, frequently softening even in its north- 
ern parts, from weather, in which the mercuiy stands below zero, to 
>veather of such mildness, as to invite people to sit at the open windows 
in January and February. 

In the medial regions of this countiy the winter commences about 
'Christmas. The ^^verest weather is ordinarily between that time and 
the second week in Pebruaiy. The common. snows are from two to 
eight inches deep, and they seldom lie many days. We have, however, 
9een the snow at New Madrid, near d6^ north, lie more than a fortnight. 
North of this mean region, as at Prairie du Chien, on the upper Mismssippi, 
and the Council Bluf&, on the Missouri, that is to say, not far from the 
climate of New York and Albany, the snow does not fall as deep, as at 
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tix)ae places or lie so long. The cold sometimes is severe, but oHener 
intermits, and is followed by mild, and even warm days. 

We may class four distinct climates, between the sources and the 
outlet of the Mississippi. The first, commencing at its sources, and ter- 
minating at Prairie du Chien, corresponds pretty accurately to the 
climate between Montreal and Boston; with this difference, that the 
amount of snow falling in the former is much less, than in the latter 
region. The mean temperature of a year would be something higher on 
the Mississippi. The vegetables raised, the time of planting, and the 
modes of cultivating tiiem, would, probably, be nearly the same. Vege- 
tation vnll have neaiiy the same progress and periodical changes. The 
growing of gourd seed com, which demands an increase of temperature 
over that requisite for the com of the northern states to bring it to matu- 
rity, is not planted in this region. The Irish potatoe is raised in this 
climate in the utmost perfection. Wheat and cultivated grasses succeed 
•well. The apple and the pear tree require fostering, and southern expos- 
ure to bring fruit in perfection. The peach tree has still more the habits 
and the fragile delicacy of a southern stranger, and requirea a sheltered 
declivity, vrith a southern exposure, to succeed at all. Five months in the 
year may be said to belong to the domimion of winter. For that length of 
time the cattle require shelter in the severe weather, and the still waters 
remain frozen. 

The next climate includes the opposite states of Missouri and Illinois, 
in their whole extent, or the country between 41° and 37°. Cattle, 
though much benefitted by sheltering, and often needing it, seldom receive 
it. It is not so favorable for cultivated grasses, as the preceding region. 
Gourd seed com is the only kind extensively planted. The winter comr 
mences with January, and ends with the seccmd week in Febmary. The 
ice, in the stiU waters, after that time thaws. Wheat, the inhabitant of a 
variety of climates, is at home, as a native, in this. The persimon and 
the pawpaw are found in its whole extent. It is the favored regi<m of the 
apple, the pear and the peach tree. Snows neither fall deep, nor lie long. 
The Irish potatoe succeeds to a certain extent, but not as well, as in 
the former climate; but this disadvantage is supplied by the sweet potatoe, 
which though not at home in this climate, with a little care in the culti- 
vation, flourishes. The increased temperature of March and April, and 
the subsequent grandeur of vegetation indicate m ttpj^^oach towards a 
southern climate. 

The next climate extends from 37° to 31. Below 35°, in the rich allu- 
vial soils, the apple tree begins to fail in bringing its fruit to perfbctioQ. 
We have never tasted apples worth eating, raised much below New Mad- 
rid. Cotton, between this point and 33°, is raised, in favorable positions, 
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for home consumption; but is seldom to be depended upon for a crop. 
Below 33^ commences the proper climate for potton, and it is the staple 
article of cultivation. Festoons of long moss hang from the trees, and 
darken the forests. The palmetto gives to the low alluvial grounds a 
grand and striking verdure. The muscadine grape, strongly designating 
climate, is fiist found here. — Laurel trees become common in the forest, 
retaining their foliage and their verdure through the winter. Wheat is no 
longer seen, as an article of cultivation. The fig tree brings its fruit to 
full maturity. 

Below this climate, to the gulf, is the region of the sugar cane and the 
sweet orange tree. It would be, if it were cultivated, the region of the 
olive. Snow is no longer seen to fall, except a few flakes in the coldest 
storms. The streams are never frozen. Winter is only marked by nights 
of white frosts, and days of northwest winds, which seldom last longer 
than three days in succession, and are followed by south winds and warm 
days. The trees are generally in leaf by the middle of February, and 
always by the first of March. Bats are hovering in the air during the 
night. Fireflies are seen by the middle of February. Early in March 
the forests are in blossom. The delightiul white flowers of the camus 
Jloridaj and the brilliant red tufts of the Redbud, or cercis canadensis^ 
are unfolded. The margins of the creeks and streams are perfumed 
with the meadow pink, or honeysuckle, yellow jessamine, and other fira- 
grant flowers. During ahnost every night a thunder storm occurs. 
Cotton and com are planted from March to July. In these regions the 
summers are uniformly hot, although there are days, when the mercury 
rises as high in New England, as in Louisiana. The heat, however, 
is more uniform and sustained, commences much earlier, and contin^ 
ues later. From February to September, thunder storms ^are com- 
mon, often accompanied with severe thunder, and sometimes with 
gales, or tornadoes, in which the trees of the forest are prostrated ia 
every direction, and the tract of country, which is covered with these 
(alien trees, is called a * hurricane.' The depressing influence of the 
summer heat results from its long continuance, and equable and unre* 
mitting tenor, rather than from the intensity of its ardor at any given 
time. It must, however, be admitted, that at all times the unclouded 
radiance of the vertical sun of this climate is extremely oppressive. 
Such are the sunmiers andautunms of the southern division of this valley. 

The winters, in the whole extent of the country, are variable, passing 
rapidly from warm to cold, and the reverse. Near the Mississippi, and 
where there Is little to vary the general direction of the winds, they ordi- 
narily blow three or four days from the north. In the northern and middle 
r^ons, the consequence is cold weather, frost, more or less severe, and 
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perhaps storm, with snow and sleet. During these ilays the rivers ara 
icovered with ice. The opposite breeze alternates. There is immedi- 
ately a bland and relaxing feeling in the atmosphere. It becomes warm; 
and the red-birds sing in these days, in January and February^ as &r 
north as Prairie du Chien. These abrupt and frequent transitions can 
hardly &il to have an unfavorable influence upon health. From 40^ to 
86^ the rivers almost invariably freeze, for a longer or shorter period, 
through the winter. At St. Louis on the Mississippi, and at Cincin* 
nati on the Ohio, in nearly the same parallels, betwe^ 38^ and 39^, 
the two rivers are sometimes capable of being crossed on the ice for eight 
weeks together. 

Although the summers over all this valley must be admitted to be 
hot, yet the exemption of the country from mountains and impediments 
to the free course of the winds, and the circumstance, that the greater 
{proportion of the country has a surface bare of forests, and, probably, 
other unexplained atmospheric agents, concur to create, during the sul- 
try months, almost a constant breeze. It thence happens, that the air 
t)n these wide prairies is rendered firesh, and the heats are tempesed, in 
the same manner, as is felt on the ocean> 

There is a circumstance, pertaining to vegetation in the middle and 
Bouthem regions of this country, that we have not seen noticed by other 
writers, but which we have often remariced with surprise; and it is, that 
the same degree of heat in the spring does not advance vegetation asi 
rapidly, as at the north. We have seen a brilliant sun, and felt the las- 
situde of the virarm spring days continued in succession, and yet have 
remarked the buds to remain apparently stationary, and the develope- 
ment of vegetation almost imperceptible. The same amount of heat at 
Quebec would have completely unfolded the foliage^ and clothed the 
earth with verdure.* 

DisEASBs. A satisfactory account of the diseases of this valley would 
occupy more space, than we have to bestow upon the subject, and could 
only be expected in treatises, professedly devoted to medicine. General 
remarks upon the subject can only be expected here. In such a variety 
of climates and exposures — in a country alternately covered in one point 
with the thickest forests, and in another spreading out into grassy 
plains — in one section having a very dry, and in another a very humid 
atmosphere— -and having every degree of temperature, from that of the 
Arctic regions, to that of the West Indies, there must necessarily be 
generated all the forms and varieties of disease, that ^ring simply from 
climate. Emigrants from the Atlantic country will always find it un- 

* For table of climate see appendix, table No. !• 
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safe, to select their residence near stagnant waters and creeping bayooc^ 
on the rich and heavy timbered alluvions. Yet these, from their fertility, 
and the ease, with which they are brought into cultivation, are the points 
most frequently selected. The rich plains of the Scioto were the graves of 
the first settlers. They have long since been brought into cultivation, 
and have lost their character for insalubrity. A thousand places in the 
West, which were selected as residences by the first immigrants, on 
account of their fertility, and which were at first regarded as haunts of 
disease and mortality, have now a character for salubrity. 

On the lower courses of the Ohio, the Wabashy the Tennessee, the 
Mississippi, and its southern tributaries, — in short, wherever the bottoms 
are wide, the forests deep, the surface level, and sloping back from the 
river, the vegetation rank — ^wherever the rivers overflow, and leave stag- 
nant waters, that are only carried off by evaporation — ^wherever there are 
ponds and lagoons in the bottoms, to catch and retain the rains and the 
overflow, it may be assumed, as a general maxim, that such positions 
will be unhealthy; and more or less so, as more or less of these circum- 
stances concur. Wherever these causes of disease exist, there is no 
part of this valley, which has not a sununer of sufficient heat and duration^ 
to quicken diese causes into fatal action. 

The very rich and* extensive alluvial prairies of the upper Mississippi, 
and of the Illinois, which are covered with a prodigious growth of, grass 
and weeds, generally contain marshy basins, small lakes and plashes, 
where the water from the blufi^ and the high lands is caught and retained. 
They vrill ordinarily prove unhealthy, — some think, more so, than the 
timbered country, — ^until these reservoirs of stagnant waters are all 
drained, and the surplus vegetation is burned off, or otherwise removed 
by the progress of vegetation. These places strike the eye delightfrilly, 
and their openness, and exposure to be swept by the winds, seem to pre- 
clude them from the chance of sickliness. Their extraordinary fertility, 
and their being at once ready for the plough, hold out allurements to 
immigrants. But there appears to be in the great plan of Providence a 
scale, in which the advantages and disadvantages of human condition 
are balanced. — ^Where the lands are extremely fertile, it seems to be 
appended to them, as a drawback to that advantage, that they are gener- 
aUy sickly. 

Immigrants have scarcely ever paused long enough, or taken sufficient 
elements into the calculation, in selecting their residence, with a view to 
its salubrity. When the choice is to be made, they are often encumbered 
with families, and generally feel stinted both in time and money, and are 
in a hurry to commence operations for the provision of their fimiilies. 
They are apt to give too little weight to the most important motive of 
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all, which ought to determine their election. A deep bottom, a fertile 
soil, a position on the margin of a boatable or navigable stream; these 
are apt to be the determining elements of their choice. The heavy 
forest is levelled. A thousand trees moulder, about the cabin. The 
stagnant waters, that, while shielded from the action of the sun by the 
forest, had remained comparatively innoxious, exposed now to the 
burning rays of the sun, and rendered more deleterious by being filled 
with trunks and branches of decaying trees, and all kinds of putrid vege- 
tation, become laboratories of miasm, and emit on every side, the seeds 
of disease. — ^When we know, that such have been precisely the circum- 
stances, in which a great portion of die immigrants, to the western 
country have fixed themselves in open cabins, that drink in the humid 
atmosi^ere of the night, through a hundred crevices, in a new and untried 
climate, under a higher temperature, under the influence of new diet 
and regimen, and, perhaps, under the depressing fatigue of severe labor 
and exposure; need we wonder, that the country has acquired a general 
character of unhealthiness? 

There can be no doubt, that in the southern and middle regions of 
of this valley, the wide, level and heavy timbered alluvions are intrinsic- 
ally more or less unhealthy. It cannot be disguised, that in these 
situations, the new resident is subject to bilious complaints, to remit- 
ting fevers, and more than all, to intermitting fever,, or fever and ague. 
This complaint is the general scourge of the valley. 

It is an undoubted fact, explained in diflerent ways, and by different 
theories, by the people, that even in the most unfavorabl^ jtositions on 
the lower waters of the Ohio, or even the bayous of Arkansas, or Red 
river, the immigrant is not so much exposed, ^hile his cabin is still 
under the shade of the unbroken forest. The most dangerous periocif 
is, after the trees have been levelled a year or two, and while they are 
still decaying about the dwelling. This well known fact would seem 
to give plausibility to the doctrine, that these deep and grand forests 
feed their foliage with an atmosphere, that is adverse to the life of man; 
and that when the forests are cleared away, the miasm, the noxious air, 
that used to be absorbed and devoured by the redundant vegetation and 
foliage of the forests, and incorporated with its growth, thus detached 
and disengaged, inhaled by the new residents, becomes a source of disease* 

Another fi&ct, in relation to the choice of a residence with a view to 
its salubrity, has been abundantly and unanswerably proved by experi- 
ence. It is, that bluffs on the margins of wide bottoms and alluvial pnuries 
are more unhealthy situations, than those, in the bottom or prairie, ^ich 
they overlook. This &ct has been amply demonstrated on the Ohio 
bottoms aad Uu&y on tho margins of the alluvial prairiesof the uf^ier 
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Mississippi, and, in short, wherever a high hlu(f overlooks a wide bottdttii 
iThe inhabitants on the airy and beautiful blafli that bound the noble 
]^rairies of the upper Mississippi, in an atmosphere, apparently so pure^ 
to to preohide all causes of disease, are f^ more subject to fever 
land ague, than the people that inhabit below them on the level of the 
prairies. The same has been remarked of the Chickasaw blufl^, f<»t 
Pickering, or Memphis, fort Adams, Natchez, Baton Rouge, and the 
bhifis, generally, along the great water couises* Yet, though such is the 
uniform teaching of experience, so deceptive is the salubrious aspect of 
these airy hills, that sweU above the dun and muricy air^ that seems to 
lie, like a mist over the wide bottoms below them, that most people, in 
choosing their residence will be guided by their senses, in opposition to 
their experience. We know not, Whether the theory, by which this feci 
is explained, is a sound one or not. It is said that the miasm, or notions 
air from putrid vegetation, and Stagnant water in the swamps and 
bottoms, is specifically lighter, than atmospheric air; tiiat, of course, it 
rises firom the plains, and hovers over the summits of the bluffii, here 
finding its level of specific gravity; and that, were it colored, it would be 
seen overlaying the purer strata of air beneath it. 

The slopes of the AUeghanies, the interior of Ohio and Kentucky, of 
I'ennessee and Indiana, where the forest is cleared away, and Ihe land 
has been for a. sufficient time under cultivation, is sufficiently remote 
from stagnant waters*^the high prairies of Illinois and Missouri — the 
llry pine woods of the lower and southern country— - parts of the plains 
t>f Opelousas and Attakapa»-MM>nsiderable portions of Alabama and 
Mississippi — and, generaUy, the open country towards the Rocky momp- 
tains, may be considered as healthy, as any other country. As a general 
lemark, the inhabitants of this valley are more subject to bilious cchip 
plaints, than those of the northern land middle Atlantic states; but^ 
probably, not as much so, as those on the sea board of the southern 
Atlantic states.^^Bilious symptoms, especially in the southern regions^ 
are apt to be combined with all forms of disease. Intermitting fevers are 
tommon tbrough all the country, as they were even in New Ekigland, in 
the earlier stages of its settlement, and while it was stiU covered with 
forests. It is seldom a severe disease; and in most instances readily 
yields to the universally established modes of treatment, by previoos 
evacuations, and bark. Sometimes it becomes complicated with other 
diseases, and assumes a strongly bilious type; and it is then a formidabte 
disease; It is a well known symptom of this disorder, that it recurs at 
regular intervals. When the links of the associated chain of disease are 
formed, if the disorder be cured, it is apt to recur again. All indisposi^ 
tipn isapt to take this form; and it has this advantage in security against 
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other diseases, that when a peTson has been for a considerable time 8Qt>»* 
ject to ague, whatever form of disease may happen to assail him, it ulti* 
mately runs into the fonn of ague. But these agues, when often repeated, 
and long continued, gradually sap the constitution, and break dowQ the 
powers of life. The person becomes enfeebled and dropsical. Maras- 
mus, or what is called ^ cachexy,' ensues. A very common result is, 
that enlargement of the spleen, vulgarly called ^an ague cake,' Hiia 
form of disease is most perceptible in the southern parts of the valley. 

In the summer and autumnal months bilious fevers are apt to prevail, 
probably to a greatel- extent, than in the Atlantic country. But it is be* 
lieved, they more generally assume .the remittent or intermittent form; 
that they are not so frequently attended with inflammatory symptoms, and 
that they more readily yield to medicine. The continued bilious fever 
of this country, as in other countries, is always a formidable disease. In 
^e lower and southern country, in the heats of summer and autumn, 
when it. prevails in towns and compact villages, it often assumes a 
oialignant type. Prevention here, as elsewhere, is found to be better, 
than remedy; and avoidance of exposure to night air, to rains, and the 
direct and continued influence of the sun, and strict temperance in eatmg 
and drinking, would no doubt, prevent many of these terrible diseases. 
Persons, especially, who are passing through the process of acclimation, 
ought not only to adopt this plan, but occasionally to take cathartics fol- 
lowed by the use of bark. — The grand remedies' of the western country, it 
is well knovm are calomel and bark. We have no dotibt,that the great 
quantities of calomel, that are administered, equally by quacks and regu- 
lar physicians, in adherence to a ^stem, that has grown mto a fiishion, and 
whidi level all skill to the mechanical application of a certain number of 
grains of that medicine, will eventually yield to a more diacrimiiiating 
mode of practice. The present course of proc^ure is too often ruinous 
to the teeth, and even when the patient is cured, inust tend to sap and 
break down the powers of life. 

Fjrom the variable character of the winters, and from other causes^ 
rheumatinn is a common complaint. Severe colds and pneumonic 
affections are apt to prevail in the winter. There is but tpo much propriety 
in calling the two first months of autumn, in many places in the south, 
'the sickly months.' But, as if to compensate for the prevalence of 
bilious afiections, and the fever and ^ue, pulmonic consumption is a 
very uncommon disease, not often witnessed even in the northern regions 
of the country. Fifty persons fall victims to. this terrible destroyer in the 
Atla&tic cpuntry, to one, that dies of it here. 

It is a very trite, but true and important remark, that in proportion as 
the country becomes opened, cultivated and peopled, in proportion as the 
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redundance and rankness of natural vegetation is replaced by that of 
cultivation, tlie country becomes more healthy. We shall naturally re- 
mark again on the peculiar features of disease, in particular sections of 
the country, when we treat of those sections. We shall only add in this 
place, that in the southern regions of this valley, the inhabitants are sub* 
ject to a common and troublesome affection, called the 'bowel complaint.' 
It is particularly fatalMo children. When it is prolonged to a chronic 
diarrhoea, it is sometimes fata) to adults. It is a very different complaint 
from that disorder which sometimes prevails in the Atlantic country, as a 
sweeping epidemic — the dysentery. The latter is aft uncommon disorder 
in this region. 

Thees AiTD Shrubs. It wiU not be expected, that we shall dwell <$d 
this subject, in relation to this country, as professed naturalists. We 
propose only to take popular views of the subject, which, after all, we 
suspect, are best understood, most interesting, a^d most useful. We re- 
fer those, who wish to take more detailed and scientific views of this 
subject, to the writings of Bartram, Bradbury, Pursh, Michaux and Nuttal. 
The following is believed to be a tolerably ample and exact enumeration 
of the trees and shrubs, that are common to the Mississippi valley. The 
divisions of them according to climate will occur in the account of the 
regions, where they are found. 

In forming Ais catalogue, we have had to encounter the common 
difficulty of selecting the Linmean names fron\ conflicting authorities. 
It belongs to the foppery of the easy assumption of science in botany, 
as in geology, that different authors either create, or adopt diflbrent 
nomenclatures, as suits their fancy. We would prefer that nomeuclature 
by which the trees and shrubs have been longest known. It may be, 
that there are trees and shrubs known in this valley^ ii^ch are not in- 
cluded here. But it is believed, that few, if any, that are well or 
familiarly known, are omitted.* 

As respects the divisions of these trees, that belong ta particular 
climates, we may remark, that most of the oaks and hickories, and the 
cotton wood, are common to all the climates. The white, or Norwegian 
pine, is only found in the north, northwestern and northeastern regions. 
The cypress is not often found north of 36°. The long leaved pitch 
pine, and the laurel magnolia, are not often seen north of 33^. The 
live oak seldom extends north of 3P. 

On the Alleghany, on the waters of the upper Mississippi, between 
Rock river and the falls of St. Anthony, and in some places on the Illinois, 
the Weymouth, or Norwegian pine — the white pine of New England — is 

♦ For table of trees, plants, dec. see Appendix, table Not II, 
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found in all its beauty and perfection. It no where has a larger and taller 
shaft, or a more beautiful verdure of foliage, than on the Alleghany; and it 
is from the banks of this distant stream, and from its waters in the 8tat4S 
of New York, that New Orleans is supplied with white pine plank of 
the greatest clearness and beauty. 'On the Gasconade, the Osage, and 
the douthem rivers of the Missouri, in the mine country in Missouri, 
and from that point, to the upper waters of White river, and across to 
the Arkansas, the common short leaved pitch pine is abundant. It is 
taU, straight, and of a fine size for the saw mill. 

The cypress begins to be seen on the swampy and overflowed lands, 
near the mouth of the Ohio. It is, along with the swamp gwm, the most 
-common tree in the deep swamps from that point to the gulf of Mescico. 
It is in every respect a striking and singular tree. Under its deep shade 
cirise a bimdred curiously shaped knobs, called * cypress knees.' They 
axe regular, cone shaped protuberances, of different heights and circum* 
ferwices, not unlike tall and taper circular bee hives. We have o^n 
iiemarked a very small cypress sprig, that had started from the apex of 
"one of these cypress knees; and we believe, that it will ultimately be 
found, that each one of the knees is the natural matrix of the tree* The 
tree itself always has a buttress, which has the exact appearance of an 
^enlarged cypress knee. 

The noble trees rear their straight columns from a large, cone sliaped 
Wttress, whose circumference at the ground is, perhaps, three times 
that of the regular shaft of the tree. This cone rises from six to ten feet, 
Hdth a regular and sharp taper, and from the apex of the cone towers 
the perpendicular column, with little taper, after it has left the cone, 
from sixty to eighty feet clear shaft. Very near its top, it begins to 
throw out multitudes of horizontal branches, which interlace with those 
"of the adjoining trees, and when bare of leaves, have an air of desolation 
and death, more easily felt than described. In the season of vegetation, 
the leaves are short, fine, and of a verdure so deep, as almost to seem 
brown, giving an indescribable air of funereal solemnity to this singula* 
tree. A cypress forest, when viewed from the adjacent hills, with its num- 
berless interlaced arms, covered with this dark brown foliage, has the 
aspect of a scaffolding of verdure in the air. It grows, too, in deep and 
sickly swamps, the haunts of fever, musquitos, moccasin snakes, alliga- 
tors, and all loathsome and ferocious animals, that congregate far firom 
the abodes of man, and seem to make common cause with nature against 
him. The cypress loves the deepest, most gloomy, inaccessible and in- 
imdated swamps; and south of 33^, is generaUy found covered vrith the 
sable festoons of long moss, hanging, as it seems, a shroud of mourning 
v^reaths aMost to the ground. It seems to flourish best, where water 
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covers its roots for half the year. When it rises from eight or ten leel 
water of the overflow of rivers, the apex of its buttress is just on a level 
with the surface of the water. It is then, in many places, that they cut 
it The negroes surround the tree in periogues and thus get at the 
trunk above the huge and hard buttress, and fall it with comparative ease. 
They cat off (be strait fihaft, as suits their purpose, and float it to the rafl^ 
or the fiearest high grounds. Unpromising, as are the places and tho 
circumstances of its growth, no tree of the country, where it is fbund> 
is so extensively useful. It is free from knots, is easily wrought, and 
makes excellent planks^ shingles, and tknber of all sorts. It is very 
durable, and incomparably the most valuable tree in the southern 
country of this valley. It is a fortunate circumstance, that it inhabits 
the most gloomy and inaccessible regions, which will not come into cul- 
tivation f^ ages. It will of course have a better chance, not to share the 
fate of the most useful timber on the valuable uplands. The improvi- 
dent axe soon renders timber difficult to be procured, in a country in the 
centre of forests. All the cypress forests, however, that are easily acces>- 
flible, on the lower Mississippi, and its tributaries, have been stripped of 
their timber by the Mississippi lumberers, who have floated to New Or- 
leans millions of feet of this timber, firom the lands of the United States^ 
and who have already created a scarcity of this species on the margin of 
the Mississippi. There are, however, in the vast swamps of the Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas, Red river, and Florida, inexhaustible suj^lies of cypress 
utill remafaiing. 

The next most useful tree of this region are the oaks of which there 
Me enumerated in this valley twelve varieties; and there are, probably^ 
more than that number. The most important of these is the ui^and white 
oak. It is a larger and handsomer tree, than in the Atlantic country | 
but is less firm, hard and durable. The same may be said of ihe swamp 
white oak, quercus aquaticcLj which grows of a prodigious height, size and 
beauty. There is the black oak, with large and small leaves; the yellow 
oak, and the post oak, growing on cold, level, wet and clayey lands. It 
receives its name from the durability of posts made of it in the ground^ 
It is said to be the most durable timber of the oak kind in the upper 
country, for boat and ship building. The overcup oak receives its vul'* 
gar name from the size of the cups of its acorns. The Spanish, wiUow^ 
red and black oaks, have nothing particular to distinguish them. The 
black-jack is a scrubby and small kind of oak, growing on plashy, and 
cold, level lands. 

South of 3P, in the lower country along the coast of Florida, extend- 
ing into the interior from sixty to a hundred miles, and along the shore 
of Louisiana, for half that depth, is the region of the live oak, quercuB 
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s e mp erv i rens. It is not a tall, but a spreading tree, with long latenJ 
branches, looking, at a distance, like an immense spread umbrella. It 
is a tree, extremely hard, compact, and difficult to cut; and when green, 
is so heavy, as to sink in the water. It is almost incorruptible. The 
islands on the shore of the gulf furnish this tree in abundance.. It is 
so difficult to cut down, to bum,, or otherwise clear from the soil, thftt 
in those islands, which have recently begun to be in request,, as sugar 
lands, this tree, elsewhere considered so valuable fot ship timber, is 
regarded as an incumbrance. It is, valuable fbr its acorns, affi>rding the 
finest range for swine. The value of this timber in ship building 10 
weU known. 

There are enumerated in this country ten or twelve varietiies of the* 
hickory. More than half of these we have not seen in the Atlantic 
country. One of these varieties, juglans amaray veZ parcina, jMgnut 
hickory, is loaded with a nut, whose shell is softer, than an acorn, and the 
meat to the pressure of the fingers yields a copious oil, of use in the finer 
kinds of painting. It is acrid,, and bitter to the taste. 

The large walnut is a fruit of the size of a considerable apple, and is 
common in the middle regions of the valley. 

The peccan is found far up the Mississippi and Dlihois, and thence to 
the gulf of M(^ico. It is a free of beautiful form and appearance, and 
the most useful of the whole class, except black walnut, for building and 
for rails. Its nut is long, cylindrical, and olive shaped, with a shell com- 
paratively sof^. The meat lies in two oblong lobes, is easily taken out 
entire, and excels all other nuts in delicacy of flavour. Unlbrtunately 
it soon becomes rancid, and is seldom carried to the Atlantic country, in^ 
its original perfection. 

Black locust, acacia triacanihos. This is a common and beautiful' 
tree in the richer soils of the valley. It furnishes a durable and useful 
timber idt rails, and other purposes, and is beginning to be much used in 
the construction of steam boats,^ and has been found both stronger and 
more durable, than any timber, that has been used for that purpose. The 
flowers of this tree jrield an exquisite perfume. 

The white flowering locust difiers in no respect from that of the north. 

The sugar maple is very abimdant in the northern and middle regions 
of this valley. The process of obtaining sugar from the sap of this tree 
is sufficiently well known, and need not be here described. There are 
various districts, where an ample sufficiency of sugar might be made for 
the supply of a numerous population. In difierent parts of Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, lUmois and Missouri, it is made, not only for consump- 
tion, but for sale. The tree is of itself, apart firom its uses, a most beau- 
tiful one. It is one of the first, that puts on the livery of spring. The. 
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season of making it is generally one of festivity and liigh holiday. We 
have tasted loaf sugar refined from it, which could in no way be distin- 
guished fVom that, made from the cane. The cheapness of the latter 
kind, the abundance and excellence of its growth in the lower country, 
and the diminished expense of transporting it to the upper states, in 
consequence of the multiplication of steam boats, has diminished the de- 
mand for what is called ' country sugar,^ and the manufacture of it has 
jtecreased, since the use of steam boats. 

Tie bla^k walnut, juglans nigray is a splendid tree, and often grows 
to a great size. Its nuts much resemble those of the white walnut, or 
what is called ^butter nut^ in the northern states. It is much used ia 
the middle regions of the country, for ornamental finishing of hoiises, 
and cabinet ^rniture; and when rubbed with a weak solution of nitric 
acid, can be distinguished from mahogany only by an experienced eye. 

The white walnut is abundant. An extract of the bari^ of thb tree 
(limishes an useful and common cathartic. 

The sycamore, plotonuxoccidentoZt^, is the king of the western forests. 
It flourishes alike in every part of the valley, that we have seen. It is the 
largest tree of our woods, and rises in the most graceful forms, with vast^ 
spreading, lateral branches covered with bark of a brilliant white. These 
hundred, white arms of the syeamore, interlacing with the branches of the 
other forest trees, in the rich alluvions, where it delights to grow, adds 
one of the distinguishing traits of grandeur and beauty to the forest. A 
tree of this kind, near Marietta, measured fifteen feet and a half in diam«v 
eter. — Vh have seen one oix the Big Miami, which we thought still larger. 
Judge Tucker, of Missouri, cut ofi* a section of the hollow trunk of a syca- 
more, and applied a roof to it, and fitted it up for a study. It was regu-v 
larly cylindrical and when fitted up with a stove, and other arrang^nents, 
made an ample and convenient apartment. We saw this gigantic seo 
tion of a tree, conveyed on sleds prepared on purpose, and drawn by a 
sufficient number of oxen to its resting place. It is very common to see 
this beautiful tree, on the margin of rivers, from ten to fifteen feet in 
circumference. 

The yellow poplar, ttdipifera liriodendran^ is a most splendid tree,, 
and next in size to the sycamore. It rears into the air a shaft of prodi- 
gious height and size. It flowers with gaudy bell shaped cups, and the 
leaves are of beautiful forms. It is a very useful timber for plank and 
rails, and all the purposes of building, and splits with great ease. 

The cotton wood, papuhia ddtoidesj is, probably, more abundant on the 
lower courses of the Ohio, on the whole course of the Mississippi^ 
Missouri, St. Francis, White river, Arkansas, and Red river, than any 
other tiee. It is a tree of the poplar class, and in appearance between 
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the Balm of Gilead and the Lomhardy poplar. It is a noble and lofty* 
forest tree, and sometunes vies with the sycamore itself for predomi- 
nance in size and grandeur. It is of singular beauty, when its foliage 19 
but partly unfolded in the spring. We have seen these trees, especially 
in the valley of Red river, twelve feet in diameter; and there are sin* 
gle trees, that will make a thousand rails. When they are cut in the 
winter, the jnoment the axe penetrates the centre of the tree, ihere 
gushes out a stream of water, or sap; and a single tree will discharge 
gallons. On the sand bars and islands of the rivers, wherever the allu-^ 
vial earth begins to deposite, there springs up a growth of cotton wood^ 
the young trees standing sothick, as to render it difficult for a biid to 
fly. among them, and having to a person passing at a little distance on th& 
river, a singular appearance of regularity, as though they had been put 
out to ornament a pleasure ground. The popular name, * cotton wood/ 
is derived from the circumstance, that soon after its foliage is unfolded, 
it flowers, and when the flowers fall, it scatters on the ground a dowoy 
matter, exactly resembling short, ginned cotton in feeling and appearance. 

Catalpa. Some have undertaken to say, that this is not a tree indige- 
nous to the country. For our part, we have no question on the subject, 
We have seen, on the waters near the cape Girardeau, catalpas much^ 
older than the settlements of the whites in this vaUey. We have seen 
them, below the chalk banks on the eastern side of the Mississij^i, of a 
very large size, and evidently of natural growth. It is a tree, beautiful 
firom the great size and peculiar shape and deep green of its foliage* 
When in blossom, its rounded top is a tuft of flowers of great beauty^ 
and unequalled fragrance. One tree in fuU flower fills the atmosphero 
for a considerable circumference round it, with its delicious odors. For 
the graceftilness of its form, for the grandeur of its foliage, and the rich 
and ambrosial fragrance of its flpwers, and for the length and various fermft 
of its knife shaped, pendant seed capsules two feet in lengthy we have 
seen no ornamental tree, which in our view equals the catalpa. 

Magnolia grandiflora. Bartram and others, by overrating the beauty 
of this tree, have caused, that when strangers first behold it, their estima- 
tion of it falls too low. It has been described, as a very large tree. We 
have seen it in Florida, where Bartram saw it. We have seen it in its 
more congenial position for full developement, the rich alluvions of 
Louisiana; and we have never seen it compare with the sycamoie, the 
cotton wood, or even the ash, in point of size. It is sometimes a tall 
tree; oflen graceful in form, but ordinarily a tree of fourth or fifth rate 
in point of comparative size in the forest, where it grows. Its baric is 
smooth, whitish, very thick, and something resembles that of the beech. 

The wood is sof^, and for aught we know, useless. The leaves strongly 
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resemUe those of the orange tree, except in being larger, thicker, ant 
having a hoary yellowish down upon the under side. The upper side* 
has a perfect verdure, and a feel of smoothness, as if it was oiled. The* 
flowers are large, of a pure white, nearest resembling the northern pond 
lily, npnphea odoraUiy though not so beautiful; and are, ordinarily, 
nbout twice the^ size. The fragrance, is indeed, powerful, but rather 
ofifensive. We have felt, and we have heard others complain of feeHng a 
sensation of faintness, in going into a room, where the chimney place 
-was filled with these flowers. The tree continues to put forth flowers for 
two months in succession, and seldom displays many at a time. We 
thiiik, few have been in habits of examining flowering trees more att^i- 
tivdy, than ourselves, and we contemplated this tree for years in th^ 
fleaoson of flowers. Instead of displaying, as has been represented, a 
cone of flowers, we have seldom seen a tree in flower, which did not 
require some attention and closeness of inspection to discover where 
lie flowers were situated among the leaves. We have not been led to be- 
fieve, that others possessed the sense of smell more acutely, than ourselves.. 
In advancing from points, where these trees were not, to the pine forest, 
on the water courses of which they are abundant, we have been warned, 
of our approach to them by the sense of smell, at a distance of something 
more than half a mile; and we question, if any one ever perceived the 
fragrance much farther, except by the imagination. The magnolia is a 
striking tree, and an observer, who saw it for the first time, would remark 
it, as such. — ^But we have been unable to conceive, whence the extrava-^ 
gant misconceptions, respecting the size, number, fragr^ice and beauty^ 
of its flowers had their origin. 

There are six or seven varieties among the laurels of the magnolia 
tribe, some of which have smaller flowers, than those of the grandiflora, 
but much more delicate and agreeably frpgrant. A beautiful evergreen 
of this class is covered in autumn with berries of intense blackness, and 
vre remarked them in great numbers about St. FrancisviUe. The holly 
is a well known and beautifll tree of this class. But that one which has 
struck us, as being the handsomest of the family, is the laurel almond, 
lamnts cerasus vd Carolirdensis, It is not a large tree. Its leaves 
strongly resemble those of the peach; and it preserves a most pleasing 
green through the winter. Its flowers yield a delicious perfume. It 
grows in families of ten or fifteen trees in a cluster. Planters of taste 
in the valley of Red river, where it is common, select the place of their 
dwelling amidst a cluster of these trees. 

Boi8 d*arc; madura aurarUica — ^bow wood — is a striking and beautiful 
tree, found on the upper courses of the Washita, the middle regions of 
Arkansas, and occasionally on the northern limits of Louisiana. It in- 
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^abils a very limited region; and we do not know, that it is « natiTe 
elsewhere. It has ^arge and beautiful leaves, in fonn and ap](earance 
l>etween those of the orange tree and catalpa^ and, taken altogether^ ie 
a tree of extraordinary beauty .-^It bears a large fruit, of mo0t inviti^ 
appearance, and resembling a very large orange. Tempting ad it is in 
fujpect, it is the apple of Sodom to the taste. Most people consider it 
the most s];dendid of all forest trees. We never saw it in the flowering 
season. There is a solitary tree, grovidng in a garden in St. Louis. It 
was there sheltered by a wall; and we do not know, if it would flourish iit 
a situation so northern, without protection of that kind. We remember 
to have seen one beautiful tree growing near Natchioches, apparently na-^ 
dve there. It is said, there it no other within a (^stance of miay miles^ 
The wood is as yellow as that of fustic, and yields a similar die. It is hardy 
heavy, durable, and so elastic, as to receive its French name from the 
the circumstance, that all the southwestern savages use it for bows^ It 
is diought to be a wood more incorruptible, than live oak, mu9)eiTy9 or 
'even cedar. We were invited to visit the hulk of a steam boat, built 
«bove the raft on BJed river, whose timbers were entirely of thii wood. 

China tree. This is a tree more cultivated m the southen regions 
of this valley, as an ornamental shade tree than any other. It has fine, 
long spiked leaves, eight or ten inches in length, set in conespcHiding 
pairs on each side of a stem two feet long. ITie verdure is cf the most 
brilliant and deep shade in nature. Ld the flowering season, the top is 
one tufl of blossoms, in color and fragrance resembling the )thc> except 
that the tu^ are larger. It holds in flower a long time. If is a tree 
of the most rapid growth of any known in our country. Ibeae trees 
planted out in a village, in a few years completely embo^r it| and 
from the intenseness of their verdure, they impart a delightfU freshness 
to the landscape, in that sultry climate. After the leaves hare fallen in 
autumn, the tree is still covered with a prof usion of reddish berries, of 
the size of haws, that give it the appearance, at a little distance, of remain- 
ing in flower. Robins immigrate to this region in the latter part of 
winter, settle on these trees in great numbers, and feed on the berries. 
They possess an intoxicating, or narcotic quality; and the robKns, sitting 
on the trees in a state of stupefaction, may be killed with a «ick. The 
bark is said to be a powerful vermifuge. 

Dog wood, comus Jlorida. Redbud, cercis canadensis. These are 
bothof an intermediate size, between shrubs and trees. The former 
has a beautiful, heart shaped and crimped leaf, and an umlrella shaped 
top. It covers itself in spring with a profusion of brilliant vftiite flowers, 
and in autumn vrith berries of a fine scarlet. The latter is the first shrub 
that is seen in blossom on the Ohio. It is then a complete surface of 
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blossom^ resembling those of the peach tree, and a stran'ger would take it 
at that titne, to be that tree. The shrubs are dispersed every where in the 
>fVoodfl ; and in descending the Ohio eariy in the spring, these masses o( 
brilliant flowers contrast delightfully with the general brown of the 
forest. The first time that the voyager descends this river, the redbod 
imparts a charm to the landscape, that he will never forget. These two 
zxe at once the most common and the most beautiful shrubs in the Mis^ 
^issippi vaDey. The dog wood, especially, is found every where from 
Pittsburgh to the gulf of Mexico; and, seen through the forestSj in bios* 
Bom, is far more conspicuous for its flbwers than the magnolia. It has 
been asserted, that the dog wood belonged to the family of the quinqui- 
nas. Its bark is certamly a povrorful restorative, in cases of thd 
Bgue. 

PawpiW, armona triloba^ Jicu9 Indicus. This, in our view, is the 
))rince cf wild fruit bearing shrubs. The leaves are long, of a rich 
appearance, and green, considerably resembling the smaller leaves of 
tobacco. The stem is straight, white, and of unrivalled beauty. In 
Tact, we lave seen no cultivated shrub so ornamental and gracefril as th^ 
iMiwpaw. The fruit closely resembles a cucumber, having a tnoro 
smooth aid regular appearance. When ripe, it is of a rich yeUow^ 
There are generally from two to &ve in a cluster. A pawpaw shruby 
hanging ftU of fruits, of a size and weight so disproportioned to the 
'Mem, and fix)m under long and rich looking leaves of the same yelloW 
with the ripened fruit, of an African luxuriance of growth, is to us ono 
\)f the richest spectacles, that we have ever contemplated, in the array 
'of the weeds. — The fruit contains from two to six seeds, like those of 
the tamarttd, except that they are double the size. Th^ pulp of the fruit 
Iresembles egg custard in consistence and appearance. It has the same 
creamy fetling in the mouth, and unites the taste of eggs, cream, HUgax 
and spice It is a natural custard, too luscious for the relish of most 
people. 'Bie fruit is nutricious, and a great resource to the savages^ 
'^So'many vhimsical and unexpected tastes are compounded in it, it is 
■said, a penon of the most hypochondriac temperament relaxes to a smile^ 
"when he t^lttes the pawpaw for the first time. 

Persimoi, dyospyroa Virginiana. From the body of this tree, whick 
"resembles fcat of a mazzard cherry, when pierced, exudes a copious gum^ 
not unlike ^um Aribic, in appearance. The leaves resemble those of a 
wild black :iherry. The fruit is of the size of a common hcltte plumb 
^hen greer;^ it is astonishingly astringent. It is only ripened by the frost 
*of winter. There are varieties in its size, from low shrubs to considera- 
3)le trees. Whmi the small blue persimon is thoroughly ripened, it is 
^even sweeter than the fig, and is a delicious fruit. If the best kinds 
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were cultivated, and purchased from beyond the seas, it would probably 
be much more known, and used, than it now is. 

Wild plumbs. The Chickasaw plumb is common from 34^ to tlM 
gulf of Mexico. It is foimd in the greatest abundance, and ripens early 
in June. Prairie plumbs are most abundant in Illinois and Missouri^ 
on the hazle prairies. They are of various sizes and flavors. Their 
general color is reddish, and their flavor tart. Some of them are large 
and delicious. For an experiment of the yield, two bushels were gath- 
ered from one tree. In places they are found in inconceivable quanti- 
ties, the surface of acres being red with them. The yeUow Osage plumbs^ 
of this class, when the better kinds are cultivated, are among the most 
delicious plumbs, we have eaten. So rich and delightful a fruit, andsa 
easily cultivated, well deserves to be transplanted to the Atlantic country. 

Crab apple, pynis coronaricu In the middle regions of the valley, on 
prairies of a particular description, there are great tracts covered with sb 
impeoetrable mat of crab apple shrubs. The form, color and fragrance 
of the blossoms are precisely like the blossoms of the cultivated af^lo 
tree. When the southern breeze comes over a large tract of these shrubs 
in full blossom, it is charged with a concentrated fragrance almost toa 
strong to be grateM. — They are useful as stocks, in which the culti- 
vated apple and pear tree may be engrafled.^-Their fruit, when properiy 
prepared, makes the finest of cider; and the apple is much used, as^ a 
preserve. 

Mulberry. There are said to be two species in the country; the 
white, and the black. We have never seen the white indigenous; but 
have so of^en heard it asserted to exist, as a native, that we are compelled 
to credit it. — The common mulberry is the black, and it is found in every 
part of the valley, that we have seen. In some places, it constitutes no 
inconsiderable proportion of the timber. We have seen whole groves of 
small and young trees, apparently in the right stage to be usefiil for 
feeding the silk worm. Experience has demonstrated, that die worm 
thrives on these leaves, and that the product is of good quality. The 
wide diflusion, and the great prevalence of the mulberry, the general 
temperature of the valley, and the condition and habits of the people, 
clearly indicate to them, that this country ought to devote itself ezt^- 
sively to the making of silk. 

In this country of forests, and where there are such numbers and 
varieties of trees, we might select many other interesting ones for de- 
scription; perhaps some of them more so, than those, which we have 
here attempted to describe. The necessary brevity of our limits forbids 
our enlarging. From Michaux we learn, that our trees are larger, taller^ 
aad more of them useful for timber, than those of Europe. The foiest 
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has as a general physiognomy, an aspect of luxuriance, which discriminates 
it to the most superiicial observer, from that on the other side of the 
mountains. We may add, that the varieties of trees of the same class 
appear to be more numerous. We apprehend, that most of the trees of 
that region are found here, while a number of the trees here are peculiar to 
this valley. Trees of the same class here are inferior to those, that are 
there, for die same uses, as timber. They are less tough, elastic and 
durable. We may add, that the pine forests of the south contain count- 
ies millions of tall and straight pines, and would furnish, without 
tfehsible diminution, masts and spars for all the navies in the world. 

Vnm AiTD Ck£ep£B8. Tlie common grape vine, vitis syhestrisy is 
diffiised through all the climates. Nothing is so familiar to the eye of a 
traveller in thia.country^ as soon as he enters on the richer lands, as to 
j$Be vines, often of a prodigious size, that are perpendicularly attached 
at the top branches, sixty or eighty feet from the ground; and at a great 
lateral distance from the trunk of the tree. It is a standing puzzle to a 
young man, first brought into these woods, to task his ingenuity, by 
putting him to account for the manner, in which a vine, perhaps nearly of 
tbe size df the human body, has been able to rear itself to such a height. 
There can be, however, no doubt, that the vine in this case is coeval 
with the tree; that the tree, as it grew, reared the vine; and that the vine 
receded from the trunk, vrith the projection of the lateral branches, until, 
in the lapse of time, this singular appearance is presented. In many 
places, half the trees in a bottom are covered with these vines. In the 
deep forests, on the hills, in the barrens, in the hazle prairies, and in the 
pine woods, every form and size of the grape vine presents itself. We 
liresume, there is no scientific and complete description and arrangement 
of these vines. The most obvious popular division follows. 

Winter grape, vitis kyemaUs, This is the large vine, that so generally 
clings to the trees in the alluvial forests. The leaves are large, and of a fine 
rich green ; intermediate, between the size of the leaves of the cultivated 
grape, and the fox grape. They climb to the top of the highest trees of 
flie forest. Probably, not more than one in fifly of them bears any frtiit 
at all. The fruit, when produced, is a small circular berry, not unlike 
the wild black cherry. It is austere, sour and unpleasant, until it has 
been mellowed by the frosts of vrinter. But it is said, when fermented 
by those, who have experience in the practice, to make a tolerable 
wine. 

Summer gth^yvUis (ssHva. We have never seen it in deep bottoms. 
It is found on the rolling barrens, and the hazle priaries. It has a larger 
leaf, than the former vine; and the wood of the vine is finely colored of 
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a blueish purple. The grape is more than twice the aize of the wi|i|«r 
grape, is ripe in the first month in autumn, and when matured under the 
full influence of the sun, is a pleasant fruit. It grows in the greateit 
abundance ; but is too dry a grape to be pressed for wine. 

June grape, vitis vemaJis, This is a small, sweet grape, found on the 
islands of the upper Mississippi and Illinois, that ripens in June. We 
have seen the yine; but have never tasted the fruit. It is said to be the 
grape, of which the French, in the early periods of their establishment in 
this country, used to make wine. Various animals prey upon it; and it 
has almost disappeared from the country. 

Parsley leaved water grape, vitis aquatica. We have never aeen 
this vine in bearing. 

Fox grape, vipis riparia^ is of the same size, form and quality with the 
same species on the east side of the mountains. It is very uncommon. 

Muscadine grape, vids verrucosa. This vine strongly designates 
climate. It is seldom seen north of 34^ South of that it becomes 
abundant. It is found in the deep alluvial forests clinging to the tali trees. 
The vine is smooth, and of a fine olive green; and the leaves are smaller, 
than those of the cultivated grape. The fruit grows in more iqMurse 
clusters, than those of other grapes. Like other fruits, they &Xi as they 
ripen, and fumidb a rich treat to bears, and other animals, that feed on 
them. The grape is of the size of a plumb; of a fine, purple black; with 
a thick, tough skin, tasting not unlike the rind of an orange, lie po^ 
is deliciously sweet, but is reputed unwholesome. 

Pine woods grape. In ignorance of its proper designation, we shall 
call it vitis humUior from its habit of creeping on the ground. It 
is agreed, that there are varieties of this fine grape, which from Ibe 
frequent burning of the pine woods, is becoming uncommon. It is sur- 
prising, how little curiosity has been excited, even where it grows, by 
this rich fruit It has a slender, blueish purple vine, that runs on die 
ground among the grass. It ripens in the month of June; is large cone 
shaped, transparent, with four seeds, reddish purple; and is a fine fruit 
for eating. 

On the sandy plains at the sources of Arkansas and red river, the gen- 
tlemen of Long's expedition concur with hunters and travellers, in relating 
that they found large tracts of sand plain, from which grew a grape, ^rfiich, 
we infer from the description, to be of the same species of the pine 
woods grape. They have described the clusters to be laige and deli- 
cious; and that the sand, drifling about diem, covers up the redundant 
vegetation, performing the best operation of pruning on the vine. The 
sun, too, strongly reflected from a surface of sand^ must have a poweiM 
influence to mature them. It is posssible, that some of the adnuiatioBy 
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which has been fell, in seeing such sterile tracts covered with these 
abundant and rich clusters, and the high zest, with which they were 
devoured, inaj have been owing to the surprise of finding such a phe- 
nomenon in contrast with a white and moving sand, and eating the fruit 
under associations created by hunger and thirst. 

The universal diffusion of such numbers and varieties of the vine 
would seem to indicate this valley to possess a natural aptitude for the 
cultivation of the vine. It would be an experiment, it would appear, well 
worth the trial, to engraft or bud every variety of the cultivated grape on 
the stocks of each of these native varieties. It is possible, that the exotics 
might thus be at once acclimated; and it is not unlikely, that changes 
might be produced in them favorable to their enduring the climate, and 
to their flavors and vinous properties. 

Bignoma radicans is a creeper, beautiful for its foliage and flowers. 
It has a vine of a grayish white color, and long and delicate spike shaped 
' leaves in alternate sets. It climbs the largest trees in preference, mounts 
to their summits, and displays a profusion of large, trumpet shaped 
flowers, of flame color. Planted near a house, in two or three seascms a 
0in^e vine vrill cover a roof, throwing its fibrous and parasitic roots so 
strongly under the shingles, as to detach them from the roof. 

Ivy. There are varieties of this creeper. Every traveller in the rich 
alluvions has been impressed with the spectacles exhibited there, of 
the thousands of large and lof^y columns of the cotton wood, wreathed 
fiom the ground to the branches with an architectural drapery of this 
deep verdure. We have seen huge trunks of dead trees so ornamented. 
It is one of those charms of nature, that never tiie ogi the eye. It is 
thus, that nature ornaments the piUars of her great temple, to fit it 
to inspire delight and adoration in the solitary worshipper. 

Supple-jack. We have first remarked this creeper in about latitude 
35^ The vine resembles that of the muscadine grape; but the olive 
color is deeper. It is well known to attach itself so strongly to the 
shrub it entwines, as to cause those curious spiral curves and inner 
flattenings, that give its singularity and value to the supple-jack cane. 
The foliage of the vine is an exact copy in miniature of tliat of the 
China tree. Ths richness of its verdure, the impervious thickness of 
its dark green foliage, and the profusion of deep black berries with 
mbldk it is covered, would render it a beautiful creeper with which 
to cover a pavilion, or a piazza. 

There is a creeper, which we have not seen noticed by travellers 
or botanists, and which, indeed, we have not oflen seen ourselves, and 
then only on the margin of the Mississippi, between New Madrid and 
the mouth of the Arkansas. Its vine and foliage somewhat resemble 



Digitized by 



Google 



TINES AND CREEPERS. 08 

those of the supple-jack. We never saw it climbing shrubs naore than 
ten feet in height. The flowers were long and rich tufted wreaths, 
on small, flexile, twiny st^ms, and much resembling the purple 
blossoms of the pea. They were gathered for the garnishing of the 
chimney places of the cabins; and we have seen no flowers, that ex- 
ceeded them in splendor and beauty. 

The rich alluvial districts of the lower country of the Mississippi 
and its tributaries are tangled with creepers, of various kinds, foliage 
and forms. Some of them are annual, and some perennial. Many of 
them, as far as our knowledge extends, are non-descripts. 

Cane, arundo gigatUea, vet miegia macrosperma. — Some assert that, 
the low and bastard cane and the tall reed cane are the same species, and 
differ only in size and height. Others, and it is the prevalent opinion, 
assert, that they are varieties. Every one has seen this reed in the form, 
in which it is used for angling rods. It grows on the lower courses of the 
Mississippi, Arisansas and Red river, from fifteen to thirty feet in height. 
We have seen some, in these rich soils, that would almost vie in size with 
the bamboo. The leaves are of a beautiful green — ^long, narrow and 
dagger shaped, not unlike those of Egyptian millet. It grows in equidis- 
tant joints, perfectly strait, almost a compact mass; and to us, in winter 
especially, is the richest looking vegetation, that we have ever seen. The 
smallest sparrow would find it difficult to fly among it; and to see its ten 
thousand stems, rising almost contiguous to each other, and to look at the 
impervious roof of verdure, which it forms at its top, it has the aspect 
of being a solid layer of vegetation. A man could not make three miles 
in a day through a thick cane brake. It is the chosen resort of bears and 
panthers, which break it down, and make their way into it, as a retreat 
fiom man. It indicates a dry soil, above the inundation, and of the 
richest character. The ground is never in better preparation for maize, 
than ailer this prodigious mass of vegetation is first cut down, and burned. 
When the cane has been cut, and is so dried, as that it will bum, it 
is an amusement of holiday to the negroes, to set fire to a cane brake, thus 
prepared. The tarefied air in the hollow compartments of the cane bursts 
them with a report, not much inferior to a discharge of musquetry; and 
the burning of a cane brake makes a noise as of a conflicting army, in which 
thousands of muskets are continually discharging. This beautiful vege- 
ble is generally asserted to have a life of five years, at the end of which 
period, if it has grown undisturbed, it produces an abundant crop of 
seed, with heads very like those of broom com. The seeds are farinace- 
-ous, and said to be not much inferior to wheat, for which the Indians* 
and occasionally the first settlers, have substituted it. No prospect so 
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impressively shows the exuberant prodigality of nature, aa a thick cane 
brake. Nothing affords such a rich and perennial range for cattle, sheep 
and horses* The butter, that is made from the cane pastures of this 
region, is of the finest kind. The seed easily vegetates in any rich soil. 
It rises from the ground, like the richest asparagus, with a large succulent 
stem; and it grows six feet high, before this succulency and tenderness 
harden to wood. No other vegetable furnishes a fodder so rich, or abund- 
ant; nor, in our view, does any other agricutLural project so strongly call 
for a trial, as the annual sowing of cane, in regions too far north for it 
to survive the winter. We suppose, this would be in latitude 39^. 

Gooseberry. All its varieties are seen indigenous in all parts of this 
valley. It grows to a great height and size in the middle regions^, 
and covers itself with fruit. We have seen in Missouri a gooseberry 
hedge, of a height, compactness and thorny imperviousness, to turn all 
kinds of cattle. It would have the advantage of attaining its full size* 
in three or four years. 

Privet. This beautiful ornamental shrub, too weH known to need 
description, is indigenous to various parts of the valley. When clipped,, 
it forms a compact wall of verdure, like the box, used for the same 
purposes at the north. 

Hazle bush. Immense tracts of th^ prairies are covered with Htm 
bush; and the nuts are fine and abun<jlant. 

The whortleberry is not so common, as in the Atlantic country; but,, 
where it does grow, is of great size. They are found in great abundance,, 
and in full perfection, at the bases of the flint knobs, in the St. Francis 
country, and along the upper courses of White river. 

We have seldom seen the red raspberry; but it is said to grow of fine 
size and flavor, from the middle to the northern regions of the valley. 

Blackberries, high and creeping, are found in prodigious abundancet 
from the north to the south. 

The prairies, in many places, in the season, are red with fine 
Btrawberries. 

For the rest, the fruit bearing shrubs and plants do not materially 
differ from those of the Atlantic country. With the exception of the 
strawberry and blackberry, they are not so common here, as there. 

Herbs, Grasses and Flowerino Plants, The universal, indigenous 
grass of this country, in all its climates and extent, covering the milli(ms 
of acres of the prairies, is what is commonly called prairie grass, poa 
pratenais. It grows equally in the forests and barrens, wherever there 
is an interval, sufficiently unshaded to admit its growth. — ^It is tall,, 
coarse, and full of seeds at the top; and when ripe, is rather too wiry 
for fodder. It is cut for that purpose m September. If it were cut 
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<»irlier, and before it had lost its succulence and tenderness, it would, 
probably, be excellent fodder. As it is, the prairies yield inexhaustible 
quantities; and the towns and villages in the prairie regions are copious- 
ly supplied. When young, and before it has thrown up its stems, it re- 
sembles wheat in appearance. We have seen cattle, turned into the 
wiaeat fields in the spring, to eat down the redundant growth of wheat, 
feed on the grass along the margins of the fields in preference to the 
wheat. / 

The only grass, that yields a fine, soil sward, is called blue grass, and 
is not unlike the common spear grass of New England. We are not 
satisfied, whether it be indigenous, or not. We have constantly observed 
it growing about deserted houses, and Indian villages. On the upper 
prairies of Illinois, it is said in many places to be displacing the prairie 
grass. It seems to be, like the robin-redbreast, attached to the abodes of 
civilized man. 

We have recently read, that in the wet prairies of Illinois and Indiana, 
the fowl meadow grass of New England was growing in abundance. 
Whether this be fact, or not, whoever would introduce this valuable grasd 
to notice in the wet prairies of the West would be a benefactor to that 
regi<Hi. 

The rush, eqtnsetwn hyemale, grows on bottoms, in grounds of an 
intermediate elevation, between those of the cane brake and the deep 
overflow. It is found, of a humbler growth, quite to the sources of the 
Mississippi. But it finds its fiill developement between 36*^ and 38°. 
We have travelled among this grass, a perfect mat, as high as the dioulders. 
Nothing can exceed the brilliance of its verdure, especially, when seen 
fn winter, in contrast with the universal brown. Where it grows high and 
thick, it is difiicult to make way through it; and it has a disagreeable 
kind of rustling, which produces the sensation, that is called setting the 
teeth on edge. In northern regions its ttibular stock is apt to fill with 
compact icicles. It is weU known to be the favorite range of horses and 
cattie, and is devoured by them with more greediness, than even cane* 
When filled with ice, and thus swallowed, it produces a chill in the 
stomach of the cattie, that is apt to prove fatal. To the cattie and horse 
boats, that descend the Mississippi, it is an invaluable resource. The 
cattie and horses, pent up and immovable in these floating bams, for 
many days in succession, are turned loose, and find holiday pasture in 
this rich range. 

Pea vine. This is a small, fibrous vine, that covers the soil in the 
richer forest lands. It receives its name from the resemblance of its 
leaves and flowers to those of the cultivated pea. It is a rich and almost 
anivennd foiest range for cattle, but when once eaten down, is not apt 
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to renew itself. Of course, it disappears in the vicinity of compact 
population. 

Swamp grass. This grass is found in low, wet and miry swamps, on 
hassocks elevated above the water. It is of the brightest verdure, 
remaining green through the frosts of ivinter. It seems to be the same 
grass, which grows in boggy meadows in New England. Its sharp edges, 
when drawn rapidly through the fingers, cut them. In the middle regions 
of the valley, cattle are driven to these swamps, to subsist throu^ 
the winter, 

Wild rice, xizania aquatica^ vel fatuis avena. By the French, foUes 
avoines. By the Indians, menomene. It is found in the greatest abund- 
ance on the marshy margins of the northern lakes, and in the plashj 
waters on the upper courses of the Mississippi. It grows in those regions 
on a vast extent of country. It is there, that the millions of inigrating 
water fowls fatten, before they take their autumnal migration to the 
souths It is there, too, that the northern savages, and the Canadian 
traders and hunters, find their annual supplies of grain. But for this 
resource, they could hardly exist. It is a tall, tubular, reedy, water plant, 
not unlike the bastard cane of the southern countries. It very accurate- 
ly resembles the cane grass of the swamps and Savannas on the gulf of 
Mexico. It springs up from waters of six or seveh feet in depth, where 
the bottom is soft and muddy. It rises nearly as high above the water. 
Its leaves and spikes, though much larger, resemble those of oats, from 
which the French give it its name. Its culm is jointed, as large as the 
little finger; leaves broad, and linear, panicle more than a foot in length; 
the lower branches with spreading barren flowers, the upper vrith fertile 
and erect ones. The seeds are blackish, smooth narrow, cylindrical, 
about three quarters of an inch long, deciduous. It is said to have been 
discovered in the brooks of Massachusetts. When it is intended to be 
preserved for grain, the spikes are bound together, to preserve them from 
the ravages of birds and water fowls, that prey upon them in immense 
numbers. It thus has a chance to ripen. At the season for gathering it, 
canoes are rowed among the grain. A blanket is spread upon them, and 
the grain is beaten upon the blankets. It is, perhaps, of all the cerea- 
lia, except maize, the most prolific. It is astonishing, amidst all our 
eager and multiplied agricultural researches, that so little attention has 
been bestowed upon this interesting and valuable grain. It has scarcely 
been known, except by Canadian hunters and savages, that such a grain, 
the resource of a, vast extent of country, existed. It surely ought to be 
ascertained if the drowned lands of the Atlantic country, and the inunense 
marshes and stagnant lakes of the south, will grow it. It is a mistake, 
that it is found only in the northern regions of this valley. It grows in 
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perfection on tbe lakes about Natchitoches, south of 82^; and mighti 
probably, be cultivated in all climates of the valley. Hiough a hardy 
plant, it is subject to some of the accidents, that cause failure of the 
other grains. The grain has a l<Hig, slender huU, much resembling that 
of oats, except that it is longer and darker. In detaching diis hull, the 
Indians use a process of drying, that, probably, in most instances destroys 
its germinating principle. Those, who have found this grain unpleasant, 
have, perhaps, eaten it, when smoked, and badly prepared. There is, 
probably, the same difference in quality, too, as m other grains. The 
grain, that we have eaten, was as white, as the common nee. Puddingv 
made of it tasted to us, like those made of sago. 

Palipetto, chenueropa laianxer. This is a perennial plant, strongly 
marking climate. It commences in the same regions with long mossy— 
that is to say, about 33*^. It throws up fix>m a large root, so tough as to 
be cut with difficulty by an axe, and Imrd to be eradicated from the soil^ 
large, fan shaped palms, of the most striking and vivid verdure, and ribbed 
with wonderful exactness. It indicates a deep swampy soil, and grows 
six feet in height. — The infallible index of swampy, and southern dimate, 
and having no resemblance to any i^ant, seen at the north, its foreign 
aspect, and its deep green unchanged by winter, when first seen by the 
immigrant from the north, with a surprise connected with rather unpleas- 
ant associations, strongly reminds him, that he is a stranger, and in a new 
country. It is used by the savages, and the poorer Creoles, as thatch for 
their cabins; and from the tender shoots of the season, properly prepared, 
a very useful kind of summer hats, called palmetto hats, is manu- 
factured. 

Medicinal Flaztts. On this head, but little is yet known of this 
country; and that little, except the most obvious points, falls within the 
l^per limits of descqption by. a physician. In a climate so various, a 
soil so prolific, and a flora so.immense, as that of the prairies, where such 
an infinite variety of plants and flowers is renewed, and perishes every 
season, and in a country so fresh, it may be readily conceived, that the 
medicinal properties of but very few of the plants have been sufficiently 
experimented. Most of the medicinal plants of the Atlantic country aiQ 
found here; and many, that are peculiar to this region. 

Varieties of the hop are natives of the country; and the hade prairies 
have their clumps of hazle bushes often surmcMinted with the beautiful 
wreatiungs of the clusters of the ccMnmon hop. 

Virginia snake root; a species of ipecacuanna, called Indian physic; 
American columbo; froMera CaroUmenais, a plant growing six fleet 
high, and covering itself with brilliant flowers; thoiougfawoct, tfatorUm 
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perfotiatum; ginseng; all the varieties of the mints; blood root, sar^ui- 
naria Canadenns,^ — these plants are commmon, and widely diffused. 

May Bipfle, podophyllum peltatum, is a beautiful plant, that completely 
covers the ground, where it grows, with the freshest and moist cheering 
verdure of spring. It has a handsome white blossom, and bears a fruit 
of the appearance and taste of a lemon. Its root is a powerful cathartic, 
and has been successfully introduced into medicine as a substitute 
for jalap. ^ 

Seneka, polygala seneka,* American senna, cassia^ manUmdica; poke 
weed, phytoUacea decandrioj Oswego tea, monarda kaUniana; poison su- 
mach, rAu^ vemix; solanum nigrum, or nightshade; wakerobin, triUutm 
c^mtmm; golden rod, solidago odora; missletoe, viscum nlbum^hoxQ' 
"Abound, &c.-^are common. 

Strammony, strammonium^ datura, a poisonous weed, perniciously 
common through the western country. On the richest bottoms, it grows 
fifteen feet in height, and of a size and coippactness, to prevent cattle 
from running among it. It has splendid flowers, and a great quantity of 
oily seeds. Its smell is nauseous; and it is a common, and annoying 
tenant of the vUlages on the alluvial margins of rivers. In some places, 
no inconsiderable part of the labor on the highways is to cut up this 
weed from the roads and outlets of the villages. Its popular name i» 
jimson,— probably a corruption of Jamestown, the place, whence it id 
said to have been brought. It is used in medicine in spasmodic asthma. 

The next most common and annoying weed along the roads, especially 
in Louisiana, is a very tall plant, resembling cassia marilandica. It 
lenders the paths, and the banks of the bayous in that region, almost 
impassable in autumn, until the cattle have trodden it down. 

Cockle burrs, in the same situations, are excessively annoying weeds, 
filling the outlets and uncultivated places to such a degree, that the hurra 
attach to the clothes of passengers, and mat the wool of sheep, running 
among them, with an inextricable tangle. 

Virginia snake root, aristolochia serpentaria; wormwood, artemisiay 
all the varieties; southern wood; wormseed; wild horehound^ eupatorium 
pUasumj black henbane, hyoscyamua nigra; deadly nightrfiade, atropa 
hdladona; Indian tobacco, lobelia tn/2ato; white horehound, marrubium 
mdgare; balm, melissa officinalis; among the mints — pennyroyal, meirfAa 
puUgium, growing to a great size; sarsaparilla, smildx; Carolina pink, 
spigeUa marilandica; common nettle, uriica, every where annoying to 
the summer traveller in the woods; valerian officinalis, common on the 
Ohio; gentian; all the species of the violets; prairie wax weed, common 
in the prairies, from four to six feet high, when perforated, exuding a 
yellow, terebenthine wax of aromatic smell, and to which many virtue* 
•-^ ascribed by the settlers, ' 
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We could cAsily swell this catalogoe with the names of 'a hundred 
T>ther plarits, to which various and powerful medicinal virtues are ascribed 
by the peo}^e. We could add to it the herbs, which are cultivated^ as 
medicinal. — We have merely attempted a brief outline of the most 
common indigenous medicinal plants of the valley. Almost every &mily 
has its "panaceunij in some herb or plant, which that family has exclusively 
experimented, A rich harvest for expisriment is yet reserved for the 
scientific botanist and i^ysician. 

The common kinds of aquatic plants are found in the still and shallow 
waters of the swamps; particularly, a beauti^ kind of water lily, Inghly 
fragrant, and beaming no resemblance to the nymphea odorataj which we 
have not seen here, but which is said, to be found in the northern regions 
of the vadley. A singular kind of aquatic vegetation, which has given 
rise to the fiction of floating islands of vegetation on these waterSi 
is seen to cov^r great extents of shallow lakes and muddy bayous. It 
appears, indeed, to float on the water; and great masses of it, no doubt^ 
often are detached, and seen floating, as though there were no roots 
attached to the soil at the bottom. But we have examined it, and found 
its twiny stem of many yards in length, bound to the bottom by a 
thousand fibrous roots. It has a small^ beautiful, elliptical leaf) and a 
diminutive, but delicate white flower. We have sailed, when the bow of 
the vessel made a furrow through fields of this curious plant. Under 
them fishes dart, alligators gambol, and, in the proper season^ multi- 
tudes of water fowls are seen, pattering their biUs annrng these 
leaves. We have seen this plant designated by the name, pistia 9traHote9. 

Among the flowering aquatic plants, there is one, that for magnificence 
and beauty stands unrivalled and alone. We have seen it on the middle 
and socrthem waters; but of the greatest isize and splendor on the bayous 
and lakes of the Arkansas. It has diflerent popular names. The upper 
Indians call it panocco. It is designated by botanists by the name 
nymphea nelwnbo. It rises from a root, resembling the large stump of a 
cabbage, aikl from depths in the water, frcta two or three to ten feet. It 
has an elliptical, smooth and verdant leaf, some of the largest being of 
the size of a parasol. These muddy bayous and stagnant waters are 
of^en so covered with the leaves, that the sandpiper walks abroad on the 
surface of them, without dipping her feet in the water. — The flowers are 
enlarged copies of the nymphea odoraia^ or New England pond lily. 
They have a cup of the same elegant conformation, and all the brilliant 
white and yellow of that flower. They want the ambrosial fragrance of 
the pond lily; and resemble in this respect, as they do in their size, the 
flowers of the laurel magnolia. On the whole, they are the largest and 
most beautiful flowers, that we have seen. They have their home in 
dead lakes, in the centre of cypress swamps. Musquitos swarm above 



Digitized by 



Google 



M MISSISSIPPI TALLET. 

Obscaie fowls and carrion vnltures wheel their flight over them. Alli- 
gators swim among their roots ; and moccasin snakes bask on their leaves* 
In such londy and repulsive situations, under such circumstances, and 
for such spectators, is arrayed the most gaudy and brilliant dis^day of 
flowers in the creation. In the capsule are embe(^ded from four to six 
acorn shaped seeds, \diich the Indians roast, and eat, when green; or 
they are dried, and eaten, as nuts, or are pulverized into meal, and form 
a kind of bread. 

We have serai a large yeDow fiow6r on the arid blu& of that high 
limestone wall, that runs, like a huge parapet, between St. Genevieve 
and Herculaneum, on the west bank of the Mississippi. The summit 
of this parapet has not more than two or three inches of soil, and is bare 
of all vegetation, but a sparse, seared grass. 1\ was under the burning 
sun of July, when every thing, but these flowers, was scorched. The 
cup of fte flower was nearly half the size of the common sunflower.. It 
rose only four or five inches from the soil, and covered it, as with gilding* 
We have seen no description of this striking flower, nor have we seen it 
existing elsewhere. 

AGssletoe, viscus alba, Hus is a parasitic plant, which attaches 
itself to the body and larger limbs of trees, — most frequently the syca- 
more and the elm. It is common on the trees along the banks of the 
Ohio, from Cincinnati to New Orleans. The bright green masses of 
4us plant, with copious clusters of transparent, white berries, make a 
▼ery singular appearance in winter, when seen clinging to the naked 
branches. This is the plant, to which the Druids were said to pay 
divine honors. The agglutinated slime of its berries is used for bird 
lime. 

Long moss, iiUafidsia ttsneoides. This parasitic and singular vegeta- 
tion is first seen in company with the palmetto, about latitude 33^. It 
hangs down in festoons, like the twiny stems of weeping willow. It 
attaches itself of choice to the cypress, and, afrer that, to the acacia. 
These pendent wreaths often conceal the body' of the tree, when bare of 
foliage, to such a degree, that little is seen, but a mass of moss. Waving* 
in the wind, they attach themselves to the branches of other trees, and 
thus sometimes form curtains of moss, that darken the leafless forest of 
winter. They are in color of a darkish gray, and many yards in length- 
The moss bears a small, trumpet shaped flower, of peach blow color, 
and seeds still finer, than those of tobacco. — Associated, as it naturally 
is, with marshy and low alluvions, where it gfows in the greatest profu- 
sion, and with the idea of sickness, this dark drapery of the forest has 
an aspect of inexpressible gloojn. It is, when fresh, a tolerable fodder 
for horses and cattle, and the deer feed upon it in winter. It soon dies^ 
' n dead trees. Prepared, something after the manner of water rotted 
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hemp, the bark is decomposed, and the fibre remains, fine, black, strong, 
elastic, and apparantly incorruptible. In this state, in appearance and 
elusticity it resembles horse hair, and, like that, is used for mattresses. 
Most of the people in Ae lower country sleep on them, and they are be- 
coming an article of commerce in the upper country. The Creoles 
make various articles of harnessing, as horse .collars, and saddle stufiing, 
of this article* For these purposes, considerable quantities ar§ exported 
to the upholsterers and carriage makers in the Atlantic country. 

To the eye of a naturalist, no doubt, the infinite varieties of plants 
and flowers in the forests and on the prairies, that distract the gaze of a 
. common observer, and confound all his attempts to class them, may all 
have an easy arrangement, ^ a local habitation and a name.' To another 
an attempt to class them would at first seem like numbering the dropa of 
dew, that fall from them. The friable soil of the western country does 
not naturally cover itself with the fine sward of the northern Atlantic 
country. It is the region of coarse grass, tall flowering plants, with 
gaudy flowers; and to an unpractised eye, presents a flora of great 
variety. We have not presumed to give the above, as any thing more 
than the sketch of a catalogue. Many of the barks of the trees of this 
valley have medicinal qualities. The numbers, forms and gigantic heights 
of these weeds and plants are not among the least surprising curiosities 
to an observer of nature. 

The foDowing are among the garden flowers, more particularly of the 
southern regions. 

Jessamines, white, cape, Armenian and yellow. Different kinds of 
sensitive plants, Spanish dagger. Primrose, Jonquils, white and yellow 
Iris. Blue and yellow touch-me-not. Violets. Lilies. Roses, monthly, 
perpetual, moss, scarlet, white, Damascus^ multiflora, bell. Honeysuckle, 
Woodbine. Flowering pomegranate. — Bamboo. Mjnrtle. Althcas 
white and red. Crape myrtle. Daffodil. These are the common flow- 
ers, where they are not curious in choice, or varieties.'* 

Animals. We- deem it useless to go into detail in the account of 
animals, which this country has in common with those east of the moun- 
tains. We believe, that the catamount, a ferocious animal formerly seen 
in New Hampshire and Maine, has not been seen west of the mountains. 
There is a much greater abundance, if not variety of the deer kind here. 

The milder winters, the deeper forests, the more luxuriant pastures, 
the greater abundance and variety of the nut and acorn bearing treesy 
the more multiplied means of animal subsistence, would give reason to 

* For catalogue of plants and flowers, see Appendix, table No. Ill* 
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expect a greater profusion of game. Deer, from pairsr to twenty together^ 
are so common a sight, even in the settled country, as not to excite much 
surprise. — Bears, in the middle and settled regions of the valley^ are not 
common; and a hear hunt is there a matter of novelty and ei^citement. 
But high on the Mississippi and Missouri, and on the lower courses of 
the latter river and its tributaries, in the deep cane brakes and swamps^ 
bears still breed, and range in security ; and the planters take the frequent 
amusement of hunting them. We landed at the cabin of a settler, be* 
tween White river and Arkansas,, who showed the skins of twenty bears, 
which he had killed that season. 

In the northern part of Illinois, towards the sources of the Mississippi^ 
and southwest of the Missouri? on the Osage, and other wooded streuns 
in that direction, bears are still hunted for their skins v and their oil. 
Bear's oil, which is very lic^uid, transparent, and, when not rancid, mild 
and agreeable to the taste, is in those regions extensively us^, as a 
substitute for butter. The hunters ascend the streams at the proper 
season for hunting them, and pursue the bears in the depth of the 
wilderness. They remain for the summer season in the woods. Late 
in Autunm they return with bear skins, and the flesh cured, as smoked 
middlings of pork, and not unfrequently as fat. The oil is put into a 
periegue; and we have seen a hunter paddling one periogue, and having 
another lashed and balanced alongside full of oil* 

Venison is an important article of food, and of sale in most of the 
hewer villages of the western country. The markets in the larger 
towns are sometimes supplied with it. It furnishes one of the sub* 
fitantial elements in the subsistence of a back settler.- Hunting the 
deer is the standing amusement of the southern planter. A night hunt 
seldom fails to furnish a number of these animals. In the northern 
regions, and about the sources of the Mississippi and Missouri, the elk 
takes the place of the deer. The moose is sometimes seen vrith the elk. 

In the vast prairies on the upper Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas and 
Red river, and in all the space beyond a belt of a hundred leagues from 
white settlements, where they are not seen, and the Jlocky mountains, 
the bufialo is the grand object of hunting and subsistence to the savages. 
The flesh is the chief article of food, not only of the Indians of those 
regions, but for the white hunters and trappers. The skins furnish their 
dress, and the couches, the seats, and the ornamental part of the furni- 
ture of their cabins. Tanned and stretched on tent poles, and ea-ected 
in neat, cone shaped tents, they shelter the savages in their distant 
migrations from tllMr villages. The buffalo robes furnish one of their 
most important articles of commerce. Hunting the buffalo is a business 
of great solemnity, and one of the most important functions of savage life. 
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Every peracm engaged in it, has his proper post of honor, and his point of 
concert with the rest. The Indians used to hunt with hows and arrows, 
but are now commonly armed with yagers. The attack is generally on 
horseback. When the attacking party have approached the drove, the 
religious rites are renewed, and the cavalcade, in confidence of the aid 
of the Great Spirit, dashes upon them. To be successful,, the horses 
must be both fleet, and well managed. It^ften happens, that the older 
and more daring animals turn, and make battle ; in which case there is 
danger to the horse of being gored, and of the rider to be slain. — The 
animal, in its agony and wrath, is terrible. Sometimes, when feathered 
with many arrows, ^r pierced with many balls it becomes a question, 
who has slain it. But there are so many witnesses, the wound, among 
many, that was mortal, is so accurately known, and it is so vital to 
their peace, that all this should be settled by precedent, that in the 
division of the spoil, disputes seldom occur. Every part of the animal 
is prepared in some way for use. A partes preserved fresh, fot inunedi- 
ate use. The hi from the intestines is mdlted, skinuned, and put into 
bladders for future use, and proves an agreeable substitute for butter. A 
protuberance on the shoulders, called the ^ hump,' is the choice part of 
the animal. The return of such a party from a successful hunt is a season 
of the highest savage holiday. The skins, inwrought into all the furni- 
ture of their domestic establishment, so vital to their comfort, and the 
surplus furnishing their principal article of traffic, are entrusted for pre- 
paration, as are all their morb laborious kinds of drudgery, to the squaws. 
This a very material part of Indian labor. The method If preparing 
them is primitive and simple, but slow and laborious, and consists, prin- 
cipally, in smoking, drying and rubbing them. When dressed, they are 
sofl, pliant and durable. By the juice of some vegetable, supposed to be 
sanguinaria Canadensis j fixed by a process, known. only to themselves, 
they paint lines, figures and devices on the buffalo skins, of a beautiftil 
red color, that retains a durable brilliance, unchanged by the sun and 
air. Among these animals, as among domestic ones, thercare the differ- 
ences of size, age, and beauty and deformity, lean and fat. The males 
are eatable, only for a part of the year, and the cows are most sou^t for 
hunting, as an article of food.. No wild animal has a more noble appear- 
ance, than a full grown male buffalo. It has been said, that they are of 
the same species with domestic cattle. From the habits, as, well as the 
appearance of the animal, we should think not. The color is generally 
of a brownish gray, and much of the wool, or hair, has the fineness of fUr, 
and by the English is wrought into articles of a beautifiil fabric, which is 
becoming an article of manufacture. They have burly heads, covered 
with shaggy wool; and the long and erect hair prevails to the termijia- 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 MISSISSIPPI TALLET* 

tion of the hump beyond the fore shoulders. Tliey have small and short 
horns, not more than four or five inches in length, and^ compared with 
domestic cattle, small and fierce eyes; and, viewed all together, have 
rather a savage and outlandish appearance. But, in fact, they are th& 
same mild animal with the domestic cattle; a^e easily tamed and domes- 
ticated; and the animals, that spring from the mixture of breeds, are 
said to unite the va£luable pr<Jperties of both. Their beef ia generally 
preferred to that of the domestic ox. The range of this animal used to 
extend over all the valley. The eyes of the patriarchal ' residenters,' who 
first fixed themselves in the unbroken wilderness, as they rdate, how 
they used to see countless numbers of these s^iimals scouring the thickets, 
brighten in the relation, and view the present order of things, which have 
driven these animals far to the west, with the regrets of hunters. 
The whites, wherever they have fixed themselves, have waged upon them 
a gratuitous war of extermination; and these innocent, useful and noble 
animals iifstinctively fly their f#tsteps. They remain in the vicinity of 
the savages, who kill no mor^ of them, than subsistence or profit requires. 
The white hunters have destroyed them for their tongues only. They 
still range from Red river of the north to the populous regions of Mexi- 
co; — ^but let the smallest settlement of whites be fixeii in their vicinity, 
and the animals soon interpose a line of an himdred leagues of danar- 
cation between them and their enemies.. . 

On the northern waters of the Mississippi, and between that river and 
the lakes, the muskrat and otter are taken in great numbers for their 
firrs. The jfesh of the muskrat is prized in these regions, by the Indians 
as a delicacy. We have been present at these highly flavored repasts, 
when the peculiar smell of the animal perfUmed the qabin. 

At the sources of the Mississippi, Missouri, Yellowstone, Platte, White, 
Arkansas and Red rivers, and on all their tributaries, that have courses in 
the Rocky mountains, the great object of pursuit, both by the hunters and 
trappers, white and'savage, is the beaver. . It is the chief source of gain 
to the savages; their dependence for their supply from the whites of 
arms, ammunition, blankets, strouding, traps, whiskey, and all objects of 
necessity and desire. To these lonely and sequestersed regions repair 
hundreds of white himters, who hunt for subsistence, and trap for gain 
They imake their way in companies of armed partnerships, fitted out, as 
a kind of guerillas. Sometimes a pair of sworn friends hunt together. 
There are not a few, who repair alone to these solitary streams and 
mountains. Outlawry, avarice, neceissity, and appetite for lawless and 
unrestrained and unwitnessed roving, constant exposure and danger, the 
absolute need of relying alone upon their own personal strength and 
resources, create a very singular compounil of astonishing quickness of 
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perception and a reckless confidence in their own prowess. We have 
seen more than one hunter of this cast incurably attached to a solitude 
of labor and danger, compared with which Robinson Crusoe^s sojourn on 
his island was but a mere pastoral experiment They furnish an impres- 
sive proof that there is no mode of life intrinsically so repulsive and 
pahiful, but man may become reconciled to it by habit. A lonely hunter, 
cast upon the elements, with nothing but prairies and mountains in view, 
without bread or salt, and every hour in jeopardy from beasts and savages, 
amidst scenery and dangers, that would naturally tend to raise the heart 
to God, trusting to no divinity, but his knife and his gun, building all 
his plans for the future on his traps, regarding the footstep of man 
imprinted in the sand an object of calculating apprehension, and almost 
equally dreading the face of the white man and the savage, in situations 
thus lonely and exposed, braves the heat of summer and the ices of 
winter, the grizzly bear, and robbers of his own race, and the savages, 
for years. When he has collected a sufficient bumber of packs of beaver, 
he falls a hoUow tree, slides it into some full mountain stream, and 
paddles down the thousand leagues of the Missouri, and is seen buartling 
about the streets of St. Louis, to make bargains for his Airs. There aia 
Tcry simple and obvious marks, by which to class these packs, according 
to their quality and value. The more northern the range of the animal, 
the more valuable is the fur; and in the same parallel, those that live in 
mountain streams are more valuable, than those that live on plains. 
The habits of this valuable and social animal are well known, and are 
the same in this region, as elsewhere. The packs are rated by the 
pound, and pass in many places, as a substitute for money. They are, 
in fact, the circulating medium of Canadian and Missouri hunters, 
4:oureurs du lots, and many tribes of savages. St Louis is the centre 
of the fax trade in this valley. 

Gray, grizzly, or white bear, ursus arcticua. His range is on the upper 
courses of the Missouri, and its tributaries, and along the bases of the 
Rocky mountains. The brown bear, except under particular circum- 
stances, does not face man. But this terrible animal, so far from fearing 
or flying, pursues him, having less fear of him, than any other beast of 
prey. Indian warriors, in their vaunting war songs, when they perform 
what is called * striking the post,' or rating the bravery of their exploits, 
recount having slain one of these animals, as no mean exploit, and, in 
fact, as not inferior to having slain a human enemy. It is one of the 
largest and strongest animals of prey, being out of comparison larger, 
than the brown bear. Lewis and Clark give the dimensions of one, 
slain by their party towards the sources of the Missouri. It measured 
round the head three feet five inches; round the neck three feet eleven 
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inches; length eight feet seven inches and a half; round the fore leg one 
foot eleven inches; length of talons four inches and a half! The 
wei^t is sometimes nearly thirteen hundred pounds. Like the lion and 
the tiger on the Afirican deserts, he reigns, the ferocious tyrant of these 
solitudes. The Crow Indians and the Groa ventres, who live in the 
range of this animal, have lost many of th^ir hravest warriors by him. 
The white hunters are shy of attacking him, except in companies; and 
many have been destroyed in the attempt. The skin of those in the* 
more northern regions is very valuable. It is rated in value from thirty 
to fifty dollars. Fortunately he is not very swift; and as he usually 
tanges in the timbered regions, and, unlike the brown bear, does noi 
diml^ hunters fly him by mounting a tree. 

Panther, by the French called tigre, is a ferocious animal of the cat 
fiunily. They range the forests^ over all this valley. They are of the* 
size of the largest dogs, of a darkish gray color, marked with b^ack spots.' 
They are in shape much like the domestic cat, with short legs, large 
paws, and long talons. Their head, too, resembles that of a cat, with 
whiskers not quite so long in proportion. They purr in the same way 
when they are in good humor, and seem to have all the habits of the cat. 
We have often heard their wild, nocturnal cry at the commencement of 
twilight in the forests. They are dangerous when wounded, and under 
particular circumstances have been known to attack a man. They conceal 
themselves among the branches of trees, and thence dart upon their prey. 
They seldom foil to attack a child, should they meet him alone. In the 
country west of the lower Mississippi, there is sometimes seen an animal 
of this kind, but much larger, than the panther. We saw a skin of this 
animal, killed, we believe, not far from Natchez, and it was the size of 
a leopard's skin, and of a color, intermediate between the spots of the 
leopard and the stripes of the African tiger. — There has, probably, 
been exaggeration, as to the size and numbers of these animals, in the 
accounts, that have been published of them. But there can be no doubt, 
that an animal of the panther species, of great size and fierceness, ranges 
these forests, probably, an occasional visitor from the Mexican regions. 

Wolf. There are two species that are common — the gray, large, 
finest wolf, and the prairie wolf. We should judge the former to be 
laiger than the Atlantic wolfi We encountered an uncommonly large 
one, m the forests between Natchitoches and the Sabine. A very large 
dog could not be brought to advance towards him, and he sat and eyed 
tis, at a few rods distance. 

The prairie wolf is of i^ lighter gray, and not more than half the size 
of the former. They have sharper noses, and a form more resembling 
that of a fox. They ars bold, fierce, cunning and mischievous animals^ 
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U)d,in their bark and howl, not easily distingniahed from Htm dooMiM 
dog. They sometimes travel in padcs on the prairies. We have often 
heard their shrill and sharp bark by night, firom a cabin on the prairies. 
It was evidently a note of defiance to the dogs of the house. The latter 
retreat towards the cabin, evidencing fear, and diminishing their baik to 
a whine, and finally pawing at the door for admission within. They are 
a most annoying scourge to the farmer, and, in fact, the greatest impedi- 
ment to the raising of sheep on the prairies. 

All the American varieties of foxes, porcupines and rabbits are 
common ; the latter so much so, as to be exceedingly annoying to gardens 
and young nurseries. They breed in vast numbers in the patches of 
hazles and vines, and skirt the prairies and barrens. 

Raccoons are very troublesome to com fields, and it is a sport, prepa^ 
ratory to more serious hunting, for boys to sally out, and take them 
by night, 

Woodchucks and oppossums abound, and %re generally so fat, as not 
to be able to reach their burrows, if overtaken at a little distance fiom 
them. These animals are called by the French, ^coekan$ dm bou^ 
They scald off the hair, and dress them, as roasting pigs, and consider 
them a great delicacy. The singular formation of the oppossom is too 
well known, to need description; but they have one habit, that we have 
not seen described. They seem to be lazy, reckless and stupid animals; 
and prove, that the profoundest dissimmulation may consist with, the 
greatest apparent stupidity. It is familiar to every one, who has often 
seen this animal, that when you come upon it, at any distance from its 
shelter, which is a hollow tree or log, instead of retreating for that shelter^ 
it turns on its side, throws out its legs and settles its body, its eyes^ and 
its features into the supineness of death. Observers have remarked, 
that the imitation is perfect in every part of the body, but the tail, and 
that this retains a living and elastic coU, that only appertains to life. 
Even the instinctive shrewdness of the dog is at fault; for he ap[dies his 
nose to the. animal, and turns it over, and passes it by as dead. Thif 
astonishing trait of the instinct, or reasoning of this sluggish animal, is 
transferred by a figure to men. In the common parlance of the country^ 
any one, who counterfeits sickness, or dissembles strongly for a particil- 
lar purpose, is said to be ' possuming h' 

Squirrels. Gray, black, chesnut, and all the smaller varieties of this 
animal abound. There is no part of the valley, where they do not piey- 
upon com fields, adjacent to woods, in such a manner, as that in autumn,. 
farmers will not consider it an object to furnish a boy with gun, powdes 
and lead, on condition, that he will shoot only about their com fields. It 
i^ a cheering spectacle in autumn, to walk in the beech and hick$»r]r 
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bottoms, where you may oflen sec, at one view, half a dosen of these 
active and proud Httle animals, flourishing their erect and spread tails, 
barking defiance at you, or each other, and skipping, as if by the aid of 
wings, from branch to branch. It is a fact, to which we can bear occu lar testi- 
mony, that they cross rivers ; at some times swimming ; at otlier times 
on a chip, or piece of bark, raising and spreading their tails, by way of 
sail. It oflen happens to these, as to other inexperienced navigators^ 
that they spread too much canvass, and are overset, and drowned. It is 
related, as having happened in the year 1811, that they emigrated from 
the north towards the south by thousands, and with a front of some regu- 
larity, along the lower part of the state of Ohio, and the whole front of 
Indiana. Thousands were drowned, in attempting to cross the Ohio. 

The skunk is common, and is oftener met, than east of the moimtains ; 
but in other respects is the same bold animal, and possessing th% same 
reliance upon his peculiar kind of defence. 

Gopher,^a species of mole, more than twice the size of the common 
field mole. It burrows in the prairies; and there are immense tracts 
covered with the little hillocks, made by the earth which they have dug 
firom their burrows. They have an exquisitely soft, fine fur, of cerulean 
color; and they have on each side of their jaws a pouch, or skinny bag, 
of considerable size,, which is usually seen distended with the dirt^ 
which they are transporting from their holes. They prey on the bulbous 
roots of flowers, on potatoes, and other vegetables, and are particularly 
destructive to young orchards, killing the trees by gnawing ofi* a coin- 
plete circle of bark round the body, near the roots. The mounds which 
they raise, are serious impediments in the way of driving carts and 
carriages over the theatre of their operations. 

An animal confounded with this, but not the same, inhabits the shores 
along the gulf of Mexico, and is called the Salamander. It is of the size, 
and in some respects, the appearance of a common rat. It is never seen 
abroad by day. It is a fierce and fighting little animal, when overtaken 
in its burrows, and the wounds inflicted with its teeth severe. 

Elk. Large flocks of these animals are found in the northern limits of 
the range of the buflalo. To our view, an elk is no more, than a very 
large deer, something exceeding the height of a common horse. Their 
flesh has the same flavor, as common venison. Their habits are similar 
to those of the deer. In the country where they range, hunting them is 
an object with the Indians, only secondary to that of hunting the buflalo. 
We have never seen the moose in this country ; but it is found in the 
northern and northwestern regions. 

Antelope, a kind of mountain deer, seen bounding on the summits of 
the highest and most precipitous hills at the sources of the Missouri. 
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They are described, as being very fleet and beautiful animals^ and their 
flesh is preferred to that of the conunon deer. Timid as they are, their 
excessive curiosity lures them to their destruction. — They gaze upon 
man, until, as if charmed, they seem arrested to the spot, and in this way 
are sometimes killed. 

Mountain sheep, an animal, that, like the former, inhabits mountains, 
choosing for its range the most remote and inaccessible at the sources 
of the Missouri. They have horns of prodigious size ; and are rather 
larger, than the deer. They are covered with a wool, like fur, in some parts 
white, and in others brownish. Their range is so solitary, and difficult of 
access, that they are not of)en killed. 

Prairie dog, arctomys Ludoviciana, This animal has received its ab- 
surd name from the supposed similarity of its peculiar cry, or note, to 
the barking of a dog. In other respects there is little resemblance to 
that animal. It is of reddish brown color, interspersed with some gray 
and black. The color of the underside of the body is not unlike that oi 
the skunk. It has rather a wide and large head, short ears, black whis- 
kers, and a sharp and compressed nose. It something exceeds twice the 
size of a conmion gray squirrel. One of them measured from the tip of 
the nose to the extremity of the tail nineteen inches. Like the beaver, they 
are social and gregarious, living on the dry prairies in large communities, 
some of which occupy a circuit of miles. They live in burrows ; and at 
the entrance, there is a mound, formed by the earth, which they bring up 
in the excavation. In whatever direction they move, they have well beaten 
highways, from which every impediment is carefully removed. T%ere 
are several occupants, probably all of the same family, of one burrow. In 
mild weather they are seen sporting about the mouths of their habitations,, 
and seem to have much of the sprightliness, activity, and spirit of defi- 
ance, of the squirrel. At the apprehended approach of danger, they raise 
that peculiar bark, from which they have derived their name. On the 
nearer approach of danger, they relinquish their vaporing, and retreat te 
their dens. They are said seldom to require drink, and to remain torpid 
in their burrows through the winter. When overtaken, away from it». 
home, this little animal shows all the impotent fierceness of a small cur. 
But when taken, it easily domesticates, and becomes gentle and afi*ec- 
tiotoate.* 

BiBDs. This valley, embracing all the varieties of the climate of the 
country cast of the mountains, might be supposed to have the same burds,. 
and those birds the same habits. The former is true, and the latter is not. 
We have noted no birds in the Atlantic country, that we have not seen 

*For catalogue of beasts, see Appendix^ table No. IV. 
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here. We have inany,^t are not seen there ; and those, that are com- 
mon to hoth regions, have not the same habits here, as there. We have 
no donbt, that cultivation and the habitancy of civilized men affect the 
habits, and even the residence of birds. There are many in the more 
populous and cultivated regions beyond the mountains, that seem to be- 
long to orchards and gardens, and that appear to exult and be at home 
only in the midst of fruit arbors, and groves reared by art and luxury. It 
is remarked in the more populous and cultivated districts of the West, that 
in proportion^ as the wilderness disappears, and is replaced by apple, pear 
peach and plumb trees, and fruit gardens, the birds, which cheered the 
infancy of the immigrants, and whose notes are associated in recoUectioa 
with the charms of youthful existence, and the tender remembrances of 
the natal spot, and a distant and forsaken country, are found among the 
recent orchards. Every immigrant, especially, who was reared in New 
England, remembers the magpie or boblink, the bird of half formed leaves^ 
of planting, and tlie freshness of spring. — He remembers to have heard 
them chattering in the woods, almost to tiresomeness. They are occa-. 
sionally seen in the middle and northern regions of this valley. They 
are seldom heard to sing, and are only known by the lover of nature, who 
hears in the air, as they pass over his head, the single note, which they 
utter at the East, when they are leaving that country. Some years since, in 
Missouri, we saw a number of the males gathered on a spray, in the midst 
of a low prairie, of a sunny morning, after a white frost. They were chat- 
tering away in their accustomed style. But they did but half carry 
out the song, that we used to hear in the meadows of New England, 
leaving a painful break in the middle, and reminding us of the beauti-, 
ful passage in the psalms, touching the exiles on the streams of Babylon. 

Robin, turdus migratoritts. The robin-redbreast in the northern 
Atlantic country is, more than any other, the bird of orchards and gardens, 
and is there almost identified with the domestic afitetions. of man. 
This dehghtful bird, in many places protected from the gun by public 
feeling, sings there such an unpretending, and yet sweet song, that the 
inhabitants need not regret wanting the nightingale. In the West, this 
bird makes annual visits; and is seen in the autumn, the winter and 
spring, but never, at least in the southern parts of the valley, in the 
summer. Thousands winter in Louisiana, and perch by night in the 
thick cane brakes, and are killed with a stick. In the middle regions, 
they visit the country in the autumn, to feed on the berries of the spice 
wood, latirus bengoin. They are recently heard beginning to sing in 
the orchards. 

The thrasher, turdus rufu8^ the perwink, turdus fuscus^ and the blue- 
bird, are in numbers, habits and song, as at the north, except that the blue-^ 
bird is heard every pleasant day through the winter. 
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The splendid plumage, the bold habits, and the shrill screan» of the 
bluejay, are alike familiar to the woods of Canada and the Sabine. 

Mocking-bird, tu^ua Orpheus^ vd polyglottus^ is seen in the middle 
and southern Atlantic states; but is far more frequent in this valley. Its 
gay, voluble and jerky note, imitating that of all other birds, and heard at 
all seasons of the year, renders it a delightful tenant of the doutheni 
woodsi It breeds in thorn bushes, and among the arbors of the briar 
vines; and delights to sit on the tops of chimneys, darting perpendicu- 
larly, as if in a frolic, high into the air above, and descending by the 
same movement, singing itd gayest strain, all the while. It is a bird of 
sober plumage, and from its delicate structure, rather difficult to rear 
in a cage. 

Eedbird, eardinalis Virginiana. The range, frequency and habits of 
this most beautiful bird are the same with the former. Its note has but 
little range. We have not heard it sing more than five notes; but its 
whistle is clear, mellow and delightfril. It appears not to regard orchards, 
or human habitancy, but pours its song in the deep forests. The traveller 
is cheered, as he rides along the bottoms, especially in sunny mornings^ 
after frosts in the winter, by hearing this song softening the harsh 
screaming of the jay. The male, afler moulting, is of a most brilliant 
scarlet, with a fine crest, and a bill of the appearance of ivory. 

Nightingale 8parrow,/ringiZZa mdodia, a very diminutive sparrow with 
plain plumage, but pours from its little throat a powerful song, like that 
of the nightingale. In the southern regions of the valley, like tlie mock- 
ing-bird, this bird sings through the warm nights of summer, except during 
the darkness and the dawn of morning. 

Goldfinch, turdus aurocapUlua. We have doubted^ if this were the 
same bird with that, so called, in the Atlantic country^ It is not so 
brilliant in plumage, and has not exactly the same whistle; but is here a 
gay and cheering bird in appearance and note. It builds the same hang- 
ing nest, with the bird, so called, at the north. 

Panoquet, psiitacus CaroUniensis. These are birds of the parrot 
class, seen from latitude 40° to the gulf of Mexico. Their food is the 
fruit of the sycamore, and their retreat in the hollow of that tree. They 
are a very voracious bird, preying on apples, grapes, and figs, and all 
kinds of fruit. They fly in large flocks, and are seen in greatest numbers 
before a storm, or a great change in the weather. They have hooked, ivory 
bills, a splendid mixture of burnished gilding and green on the heads, and 
their bodies are a soft, and yet brilliant green. Their cry, as they are flyings 
is shrill and discordant. They are said to perch, by hanging by their 
bill to a branch. When they are taken, they make battle, and their 
hooked bill pounces into the flesh of their enemy. They are very annoy-' 
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ing to fruit orchards, 'and in this respect a great scourge to the farmer. 
We have seen no bird of the size, with plumage so brilliant. 'Riey 
impart a singular magnificence to the forest prospect, as they are seen 
darting through the foliage, and among the white branches of the 
Bycamore, 

Owls. A great many varieties of this bird are found here. Their 
hooting and screaming, in every variety of tone and sound, often imita- 
ting the cry of human distress and laughter, and sometimes the shrieks 
of a babe, are heard over all this valley in the deep forests and bottoms. 
We have heard forty at a time on the lower courses of the Mississippi* 

Among the varieties of the hawk and eagle class, the bald eagle is 
often seen soaring above the clifis, or the deep forests* 

Swans, geese, duckd of a great many kinds, herons; connorants, 
pelicans and sand-hiU cranes, are the common and well known migra- 
ting veater fowls of this country. — ^The noise of their countless flocks, 
as they journey through the air in the spring, to the sources of the great 
rivers and lakes, and in autumn, to the gulf of Mexico, is one of the 
most familiar sounds to the ear of an inhabitant of the West, and is od» 
of his strongest and pleasantest associations vrith spring and autumn. 
The noise of migrating geese and ducks, at those periods, is also familiar 
to the ear of an Atlantic inhabitant. That of the swans, pelicans and 
cranes is peculiar to this valley. The swan is well known for its stateli- 
ness and brilliant white. Its migrating phalanxes are in perfectly regular 
forms, as are those of the geese. They sometimes join forces, and fly 
intermixed with each other* Their noise, on the wing, is like the distant 
sound of a trumpet. They are killed on the rice lakes at the north, in the 
summer, and in the gulf and its neighboring waters in the winter. The 
yoimger ones are as fine for the table, as geese. The older ones are 
•coarse and tou^. They are of use for their fine quills, feathers and down. 

Sand-hill crane, grus Canadensis^ is a fine, stately bird, as majestic 
in the water, as a swan, and considerably taller; of a perfectly sleek,' 
compact and oily plumage, of a fine grayish white color. They are seea 
in countless numbers, and not being of sufficient use to be the pursuit, 
of the gunner, they, probably, increase. We have seen in the prairie 
between the Missouri and Mississippi, at the point of junction, acres 
covered with them, in the spring and autumn. They seem, at a distance 
like immense droves of sheep. They migrate in company with the 
pelicans; and it is an interesting spectacle, that during their migrations^ 
they are seen for days together, sailing back and forward in the upper 
regions of the air, apparently taking the amusement of flying evolutions, 
and uttering at the same time a deep cry, which is heard distinctly, 
when the flocks are so high in the air, as not to be seen, or only seen 
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when their wliite wings are discerned, as specks of snow, from their 
being in a particular position to the rays of the sun. 

The pelican is a singular water fowl, with an ivory bill, extremely white 
plumage, larger in appearance, but not so heavy, as a full grown Canadian 
goose. They frequent the lakes and the sand bars of the rivers, during 
their migrations, in inconceivable numbers. Flocks of them, reaching 
a mile in length, passing over the villages,- are no unusual spectacle. 
Below their beak, or bill, they have a pouch, or bag, which will contaioi 
it is said, two quarts. In the autumn, when associated with the swans, 
geese, brants, ducks, cranes and loons, on the sand bars of the rivers, 
from their incessant vociferousness, they are very annoying compaiuons 
to the inmates of boats, who lie to, and wish to find sleep. 

This being a country of long rivers, of frequent lakes and bayous, 
and sluggish waters, and marshy inlets of the sea, on the gulf of Mexico, 
it would be expected, as is the fact, that it would be the home of vast 
numbers and varieties <^ water fowls. No waters on the ^obe show 
greater numbers and varieties, than the gulf of Mexico. In the winter, 
when these fowls take shelter in the bayous, swamps and prairies of 
Louisiana, they are killed in great numbers by the French and Indians. 
Water fowls are abundant and cheap in all the markets. Their feathers 
and quills are an object of some importance in commerce. Prom the 
double annual migrations of the water fowls, the inhabitants of the 
middle regions of the valley have biennial harvests of them. 

Pigeons sometimes are seen in great flocks. Their social and grega 
Tious habits incline them to roost together, and their places of resort are 
called * pigeon roosts.' In these places they settle on all the trees for a 
considerable distance round, in such numbers, as to break off the branches. 

Turkey, meUagria gallipavo. The wild turkey is a fine, large bird, 
of brilliant, blackish plumage. It breeds with the domestic one> and 
when the latter is reared near the range of the former, it is sure to be 
enticed into the woods by it. In some places they are so numerous, as 
to be easily killed, beyond the wants of tlie people. We h?Lve seen more 
than an hundred driven from one com field. The Indians, and the 
western sportsmen, learn a way to hunt them, by imitating the cry of 
their young. 

Partridge, tetrao perdixy the same bird, which is called quail in New 
England. They breed m great numbers in the settled regions, and, 
much as they are hunted, increase with^the population. They are brought 
in great numbers to the markets ; and are not unfrequently taken, as they 
are crossing the rivers, on the steam boats. One of the standing amuse- 
ments of the country is to take them, by driving them into a net. 

10 
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Pheasant b the same bird, which is called partridge in New England. 
It is not so common in this country, as in that. It is something more 
Imlliant in its plimiage. — ^Though not often seen, it is frequently heard 
drumming on the logs in the deep forests. 

Prairie hen, teirao pratensisj is seen in great flocks in the prairies of 
Missouri and Illinois, in the autumn. It is rather larger, than the domes- 
tic hen. In flight, it appears like the pheasant and pratridge, and is a 
beautiful bird. It lights on bams, and hovers about com fields. WheM 
the com is not gathered, until in the winter, as often happens in the West, 
flocks of these birds are apt to prey upon it. It is easily tamed and 
domesticated. The flesh has the flavor and color of the wild pigeon. 

Hunters assert, that there is another bird of the jJieasant class, at the 
sources of the Missouri, of the size of a turkey. 

Humming-bird, trochUus. They are of two color*— olive and greeiw 

Reptiles. Animals of the serpent^ turtle and frog class do not 
materially difier from those, of the same parallels in the Atlantic country. 

All the varieties of the rattle snake, crotdLus herriduSj are seen, in 
some places in pernicious abundance. The yellow rattle snake is the 
largest of the species. It is sometimes seen, as large as a man^s leg, 
and flrom six to nine feet in length. A species of small rattle snake is 
sometimes seen in great numbers on the prairies. It is said, in the 
regions far to the west, to consort with prairie dogs, and to inhabit the 
same burrows. There is a very troublesome species, called snappers, or 
ground rattle snakes. They travel in the night, and frequent roads 
and house paths. 

The copper head is a terrible serpent, deemed to inflict a more danger- 
ous bite, than the rattle snake ; It inhabits the same region, but is not so 
common as the former. It has a dirty brown color; and when it has 
recently shed its skin, some parts of its body resemble bumished copper, 
whence it derives its name. It is of a smaller size than the rattle snake. 

Moccasin snake. There are three or four varieties of this serpent, 
inhabiting the southern country. The upland moccasin has many aspects 
in conunon with the rattle snake, but is a serpent stiU more repulsive 
in appearance. They are sometimes of great size; and their fang teeth 
are the largest and longest, that we have seen. They are most oflen seen 
basking among the bastard cane. The water moccasins, as their name 
imports, are vmter snakes. The largest variety resembles the water 
snake of the Atlantic country. It has a very large, flat head, and is 
thence called by the French, * teU plat,^ It opens its upper jaw at right 
angles to the under one. It has a ground colored, scaly back ; and im 
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point of venom, it is classed with the rattle snake. There i« another 
species of the moccasin, rarely seen out of the water, of a brilliant 
copper color, with annular, gray stripes, marking off compartments at 
equal distances. 

Brown viper, or hissing snake. It is of a dirty brown color<, from six 
to eight inches long; with a body large in proportion, and terminating 
abruptly in a sharp tail. When angry, their backs change color, and 
their heads flatten, and dilate to twice the common extent, and their hiss 
is like that of a goose. They are extremely ugly animals; and, though 
very diminutive, are supposed to be of the most venomous class. We 
confined one by a stick across its back, and it instantly bit itself in two 
or three places. We gave it liberty, and observed its movements. It 
soon became very much swollen, and died. 

Horn snake. Judge BuUit, of Arkansas, informed us, that he killed 
one of these serpents in his smoke house. He described the serpent, as 
of a moderate size, blackish color, and with a thorn in the tail, resembling 
that of a dunghill cock. From its movements, he judged it to be its 
weapon of defence. We have heard others, who have killed or seen this 
serpent, describe it. We have heard many of the common reports of its 
deadly venom, but never have known a single attested proof; and we 
consider them all entirely fabulous. 

We have neither the information, nor space, to enable us to be minute 
in our catalogue and description of these loatlisome and dreaded reptiles. 
We have seen six or eight species, that we never saw in the Atlantic 
country; and we consider the southern parts of this region more infested 
with serpents, than that. Perhaps we might except from this remark the 
southern Atlantic country. Wherever the population becomes dense^ 
the swine prey upon them, and they quickly disappear. The most per- 
manent and dangerous resorts of these reptiles are near the bases of 
rocky and percipitous hills, about ledges and flint knobs, and, in the 
lower and southern country, along the bayous, and near those vast 
swamps, that can not be inhabited for ages. People are often bitten by 
these terrible animals. The pain is excruciating; and the person, that 
is badly bitten, swells^ and soon becomes blind. The more venomous of 
the serpents themselves become blind, during the latter part of summer. 
They are then, of course, less apt to strike their aim; but their bite, at 
this period, is more dangerous. The people suppose this blindness 
occasioned by the absorption of their own poison into their system. 

Whether it be, that the numerous remedies, that are prescribed here, 
are really efiicacious, or whether, as to us appears more probable, the 
bite of these venomous reptiles is not fatal, unless the poison is conveyed 
into some leading vein, from whatever cause it be, it so happens^ that 
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few fatalities occur from this cause. We have seen great numbers, thai 
have been bitten by rattle snakes, or copper heads, or moccasins; and we 
have never seen a fatal case. We read, indeed, of a most tragical occur- 
rence, more horrible in the relation, than the ancient fiction of Laocoon. 
An immigrant family inadvertently fixed their cabin on the shelving- 
declivity of a ledge, that provied a den of rattlesnakes. Warmed by the 
^rst fire on the hearth of the cabin, the terrible reptiles issued in numbers, 
and of course in rage, by night into the room, where the whole family 
depf . As happens in those cases, some slept on the floor, and some in 
beds. The reptiles spread in every part of the room, and mounted on 
every bed, Children were stung in the arms of their parents, and in 
each other^s arms. Imagination dares not dwell on the honors of sudi 
a scene. Most of the family were bitten to death; and those, who 
escaped, finding the whole cabin occupied by these horrid tenants, 
hissing) and shakmg their rattles, fled from the house by beating off the 
covering of the roof, and escaping in that direction. 

It would be impossible to enumerate all the remedies, that are pre- 
scribed here, for the bite of these reptiles. It is a received maxim, thi^ 
the application of volatile alkali, internally, and to the wound, neutralizes 
the poison, and i3 a certain cure. 

Of harmless serpents, this country has the usual varieties, — as the 
green, garter, chicken, and coach-whip snakes. 

We have oflen seen the glass snake, with a body of the most lustrous 
brilliance. A stroke across the back separates the body into a number 
of pieces. Each of these pieces preserves for some time the power 
of loco-motion, and continues to move. The people believe, that these 
pieces soon meet, and unite, and become as before the separation. 

Bull, or prairie snake, is one of great size, and horrid appearance. 
It is common on the prairies, lives in holes in the ground, and runs 
at the passing traveller with a loud hiss; but if he stands, it instantly 
retreats to iia hole. It is perfectly harmless; though such is its size, 
boldness and formidable appearance, that it is long, before the resident 
in these regions gets over his horror of it. 

Lizzards, lacerta. Ugly animals of this kind are seen, in greater 
or less numbers, in all the climates. They are found under cotton logs, 
and are dug from the rich and muddy alluvions. These last are lazy 
and loathsome animals, and are called * ground puppies.^ We never 
saw any disposition in them to bite. Common small lizzards are frequent 
in the southern districts, running along the logs, and making just such a 
sound as the rattle snake, when he gives his warning. 

There are varieties of small camelions. They are apparently harmless 
aninuls; though when we have caught them, they showed every disposi- 
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tion to bite. They will change in half an hour to all the colors of the 
prism. Chreen seems to be their favorite color, and when on a green tree, 
that is their general hue. While in this color, the under part of their 
neck becomes a beautiful scarlet. Their throat swells, and they emit a 
sharp note, like that of one of the larger kinds of grasshoppers, when 
singing. We have placed them on a handkerchief, and they have gradu- 
ally assumed all its colors. Placed on a black surface, they become 
brown; and they evidently suffer while under this color, as is manifested 
by uneasy movements, and by strong and quick palpitations, visible to 
the eye. They are very active and nimble animals, three or four inches 
in length. 

Scorpions are lizzards of a larger class, and flatter heads. They are 
animals of an ugly appearance, and are deemed very poisonous. We 
could not learn, however, that any person had been known to be bitten 
by them. When attacked, they show, indeed, the anger and the habits of 
serpents, vibrating a fiery and forked tongue, and biting with great fury 
at the stick, which arrests them. 

What is here called tarantula, is a huge kind of spider, estimated to 
inflict a dangerous bite. 

The copper colored centipede is of a cylindrical form, and oftentimes 
of the size and length of a man^s finger. A family is said to have been 
poisoned, by taking tea, in which one of them had been inadvertently 
boiled. 

Alligatcir is the most terrible animal of this class. This large and 
powerful lizzard is first seen in numbers, in passing to the south, on the 
the Arkansas, — that is to say, a little north of 33°; and this is its general 
northern limit across the valley. Vast numbers are seen in the slow 
streams and shallow lakes of Florida and Alabama; but they abound most 
on Red river, the Mississippi lakes, and the bayous west of that river. 
Forty have been seen at one time on a muddy bar of Red river. On 
these sleeping waters, the cry of a sucking pig on the banks will draw 
a shoal of them from their muddy retreats at the bottom. The largest 
measures something more than sixteen feet from the snout to the ex- 
tremity, of the tail. They have at times, especially before stormy 
weather, a singular roar, or bellow, not exactly, as Bartram has descnb- 
ed it, like distant thunder^ — ^but more like the half suppressed roarings of 
a buU. When moving about on their customary vocations in the 
water, they seem like old logs in motion. In fine weather they doze in 
listlessness on the sandbars. Such is their recklessness, that they allow 
the people on tlie passing steam boats to come within a few paces of 
them. The ascent of a steam boat on an aligator stream, at the proper 
season, is a continual discharge of rifles at them. A rifle ball will glance 
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from their bodies, unless they are hit in a particular direction and place* 
We witnessed the shots of a man, who killed them nine times in ten. 
They are not, like tortoises, and other amphibious animals, tenacious of 
life, but bleed profusely, and immediately expire, when mortally wounded. 
They strike with their tails, coiled into the section of a circle; and thi» 
blow has great power. TTie animal stricken, is by the same blow pro- 
pelled towards their mouth, to be devoured. Their strength of jaws is 
prodigious, and they are exceedingly voracious. They have large, ivory 
teeth, which contain a cavity, suflBciently large to hold a musket charge 
of powder, for which purpose they are conmionly used by sportsmen. 
The animal, when slain, emits an intolerable smell of musk; and it is 
asserted, that its bead contains a quantity of that drug. They will 
sometimes chase children, and would overtake them, were it not fbr their 
inability to make lateral movements. Having few joints in their body, 
and very short legs, they can not readily turn from a straight forward 
direction. Consequently, they, who understand their movements, avoid 
them without difficulty, by turning off at right angles, and leaving the 
animal to move forward, under its impulse in that direction. Indeed, 
they are by no means so dangerous, as they are conmionly reputed to be» 
It is said, they will attack a negro in the water, in preference to a white. 
But they are chiefly formidable to pigs, calves, and domestic animals of 
that size. They are rather objects of terror from their size, strength, and 
ugly appearance, and from their large teeth and strong jaws, than from 
the actual injuries, which they have been known to inflict. The female 
deposits a great number of eggs, like a tortoise, in a hole on the sandbars, 
and leaves them to be hatched by the ardors of the sun upon the sand. 
When they are hatched, the turkey buzzards and the parents are said 
alike to prey upon them. Instinct prompts them for self preservation 
to plunge in the water. The skin of the aUigator is valuable for the 
tanner. 

Tortoises. There are the usual varieties of the Atlantic country. 
The soft shelled mud-tortoise of the lakes about New Orleans, and west 
of the Mississippi, is said to be not much inferior to the West India sea 
turtle for the table. Epicures, who are dainty in their food, consider the 
flesh a great delicacy. 

The lower part of this valley is a land of lakes, marshes and swamps; 
and is of course, prolific in toads, frogs, and animals of that class. 

The bull frog, rana boans vel pipens. The deep notes of this animal 
are heard in great perfection in the swamps back of New Orleans. 

Murena siren is a very singular animal, as far as we know, undescribed 
by naturalists. It somewhat resembles the lamprey, and is nearly two 
fieet in length. It seems intermediate between the fish and the lizzard 
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class. It has two sliort legs, placed near ^e head. It is amphihious, 
and penetrates the mud with the facility of crawfish. 

Crawfish. There are vast numbers of these small, fresh water lobsters 
every where in the shallow waters and low grounds of this country. By 
penetrating the leve6 of the Mississippi, they have more than once made 
those little perforations that have imperceptibly enlarged to crevasses, by 
which the inundation of the river has been let in upon the country. 

In the pine barrens of Florida, Alabama and Mississippi, is found an 
animal, apparently of the tortoise class, commonly called a gouffre. It 
has a large and thick shell and burrows to a great depth in the ground. 
It is of prodigious power and strength, and resembles in many respects 
4he loggerhead turtle. 

The ichthyology Of the gulf of Mexico and its waters, of the 
Mississippi, and the waters west of it,,and of the northehi lakes and their 
waters, has not been scientifically explored. We are able only to give 
that of the Ohio and it6 waters, as explored and described by Mr. Rafin- 
esque. We remark, however, that the fishes of all the western waters 
are very similar, and that the classes of this table include most of the 
fishes that are found in the waters of the Mississippi valley. 

TuoRAic Fishes. Salmon perch^ perca aalmonea* A fine, spotted 
fish, firom one to three feet long; flesh white, tender and well flavored^ 
Vulgar name, Ohio Salmon. 

Golden eyed perch, perca chrysops. Rock bass. An excellent table 
fish not oflen taken. 

Black dotted perch, perca mgro punctata. Black bass. Found on 
the lower waters of the Ohio. 

Bubbler amblodon, Bufialo perch. Found in all this waters of the 
Ohio. Its name is derived from the singular grunting noise^ which it 
makes, a noise, which is familiar to every one, who has been much on the 
Ohio. It is a fine fish for the table, weighing from ten to thirty pounds. 

Dotted painted tail, caUiuruspunctatus. Bride perch, or painted tail. 
A small fish, firom four to twelve inches long; not very common in the 
Ohio. More common in the small tributaries. 

Gilded sun fish, ichthdis tnacrochira, A beautiful fish, three or four 
inches long. Common in the Ohio and its waters. 

Blue sun fish, ichthelis cyaneUa, Hardly so large, as the former. 

Red eye sun fish, ichthelis erythrops. Red eyes. — ^Length three to 
eight inches. 

Eared sun fish, ichthelis aurita. Sun fish. Length from three to 
twelve inches. 
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Big eared sun fish, ichthelis megaloHs. A fine small fish. Length 
from three to eiglit inches. Common in the waters of Kentucky. Vul- 
gar name, red belly. 

River bass, lepomis. Common in the Ohio and its waters, and easily 
taken with the hook. 

Pale bass, lepomU pallida. Yellow bass. From fiMir to ten inches. 

Streaked cheeks lepomis trifasciata. Yellow perch one of the best 
kinds of table fish. Length from one to two feet. Common in the Ohio 
and its waters. 

Brown bass, lepomis Jlexuclaris, Black perch. Length from one to 
two feet. Like the former a fine fish. 

Trout bass, lepomis salmonea. Brown trout. Length from six to 
twenty-four inches. Delicate and white flesh. 

Spotted river bass, lepomis notata. Same vulgar name with the 
former, aud commonly considered the same fish. Difiers from it in many 
respects. 

Sun fish river bass, lepomis tckthdoides. Vfhxie bass.^ — ^Length from 
Tour to eight inches. 

(iold ring promoxis, promoxis anntdaris. Silver perch. .Length frcMH 
three to six inches. 

Red eye, aglocentms. Green bass. A very beautful fish, fipom three 
to twelve inches long. 

White eyed barbot, pogostoma leucops. Bearded sun fish. A very 
^autiful fish, twelve inches long, and sometimes weighs a pound. 

Hog fish, etheostoma. Hog bass. Length from three to nine inches. 

Bass hog fish, etheostoma caUiura, Minny bass. 

Fox tail hog fish, etheostoma flahelleUa. Fox tail. 

Black hog fish, etheostoma nigra. Black minny, A vCTy small fish. 

Blunt nose hog fish, etheostoma blennoides. A very singular looking, 
small fish. 

Common hog fish, etheostoma caprodes. Length from two to six 
inches. 

Abdominal Fishes. Ohio gold fish, dromolotus chtysocolor. Ohio 
shad. Length from twelve to eighteen inches. Is seen in the spring 
from Cincinnati to the falls of the Ohio. 

Spotted gizzard, dorostoma rotata. Hickory shad. — Length nine t« 
ten inches. 

Ohio gold herring notemigontis auratus. Gold herring. Length frcMn 
four to eight inches. Flesh tolerably good. 

False herring, hyodon. Herring. Five species. Not at all like the 
herring of the Atlantic waters. Tolerable fish for the table. 
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Salmo, Irout. Tliia species is found on the upper waters of the Mis 
souri and the Ohio. The white fish of the lakes has been sometimes 
classed lA this class, and has been said to be found on the head 
waters of the Wabash and the Miami. 

Alleghany trout, salmo Alleghaniensis. Found on the mountain 
brooks of the Alleghany and Monongahela, — Length eight inches. Fine 
for the table. Take the bait, like all this species with a spring. 

Black trout, salmo mgrescens. Rare species. Found on the wateis 
of Laurel hill. Length six inches. 

Minny, minmdus. Bait fish. Of these diminutive fish, there are a 
vast number in the different waters of the Mississippi. Sixteen spe- 
cies have been noted on the Ohio. The larger kinds of them beaj the 
name of shiner. 

Gold head shiner, luxiUis chrysoqephalus. Gold chub. L^\gth six 
inches. 

Kentucky shiner, luxUus KentucJciensis. Red tail — Fine fish bait. 

Yellow shiner, luxius intemtptus. Yellow chub. — Three inches in length. 

Big black chub, semotUus dorsalis. Big back minny« Length three 
to six inches. 

Big head chub, semotilus cephaJus. Big mouth. Length from six to 
eight inches. 

Silver side fall fish, rtOilusplagyrus. Silver side. — ^^^engtk firom four 
to six inches. 

Baiting fell fish, ruHlus compresaus. Length from two to four inches. 

Anomal fall fish, rutiltts anomcdus. Length three inches. 

Red minny, rtftilus ruber. A beautiful, small, red fish, two inches in 
length. 

Black headed flat head. Length three inches. 

Ohio carp sucker. Length from one to three feet. Good for the 
table . Taken with the hook, seine or spear. 

Bufialo carp sucker. Found on the lower waters of the Ohio. Vul- 
gar name, bufifalo perch. One foot in length. One of the best fish for 
the table. 

Brown buffalo fish, catostomtis babaliis. One of the best fishes in the 
western waters, and found in all of them. Length from two to tliree 
feet, and weighing from ten to thirty pounds . 

Black bufialo fish, catostomus niger. Found in the lower waters of 
the Ohio and in the waters of the Mississippi. Sometimes weighs fifty 
pounds. 

Olive carp sucker. A variety of the former. Not ao good fof the 
table. Commonly called carp. 

11 
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Sailing sacketjcatastomus velifer. Skim back. Length from twelve to 
fifteen inches. 

Mud sucker, catostonms xanthopus. Length from six to ten inched. 
Flesh very soft. 

Black faced sucker, tatostomus melanops. Black sucker. Length 
fix>m four to six inches. 

Black back sucker, ccUostamus melanotus. Blue sucker. Length 
eight inches. 

Red tail sucker, catostomus erythrus. Red horse.-^— Length one foot 

Kentucky sucker, catostomus fiexuosus. Common sucker. Ten to 
twelve inches long. Bites at the hook, and is fine for the table. 

Big mouthed sucker, megastomus. Brown sucker. — ^Taken with the 
seine. 

Pittsburgh sucker, catostomus Duquesni. White sucker. Length 
fifteen to twenty inches. Found in the Ohio, near Pittsburgh. Good 
for the table. 

Long sucker, catostomus elongatus. Brown sucker. Length fifben 
to twenty inches. Of the same quality, and found in the same waters 
with the former. 

Black Suckrel, cydeptus nigrestens. Rarely seen in the Ohio and 
Missouri. Fine for the table. Length two feet. 

Cat fifih, pimelodtis. This is the most common fish in all the western 
waters. Twelve species have already been noted in the Ohio. The vari- 
eties are very numerous in the waters west of that river. 

They are without scales, and of all colors and sizes. Their mouths, 
when open, are circular. They are easily taken with a hook. They re- 
ceive their English name from the noise which they make, when at rest, 
a noise very similar to the purring of a cat, and one of the most familiar 
to those, who are used to the western waters. 

Spotted cat fish, sUurus m€undosus. White cat fish. — ^Length from one 
to three feet. Flesh good. 

Blue cat fish, pimelodus ceruhscens. They have been taken, weighing 
about one hundred and fifty pounds. 

Silver cat fish, pimelodus argyrus. 

Clammy cat fish, pimelodus viscosus 

Clouded cat fish, pimelodus neadosus* 

Yellow cat fish, pimelodus caprius. 

Black cat fish, pimelodus melas. 

YeUow headed cat fish, pimelodus xatUkocepkalus. 

Mud cat fish, pimelodus Umosus, 

Mud cat, pHodicHs. Mud fish. Buries itself in the mud. Some- 
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limes weighs twenty pounds. Bites at the hook, and is good for the 
tahle. 

Yellow back, notumsjlata. Commonly confounded with the yellow 
cat fish; but is a different fish. 

Ohio totcr, hypertelium macropterttm. Length two or three inches. 
Makes itself a cell by surrounding its place with pebbles; hence^ from 
the Virginia word ^ tote,' to carry, called a toter. 

Ohio ribband Sah^archisus vittatus. Length firom six to twelfe inches 
Crar fish« 

Pike, esox. We have noted a great many species of pikes in the 
Ohio and Mississippi, and their waters. They are called pike, pickerel 
and jack fish; and perfectly resemble the fish of the same names in the 
Atlantic waters. The Indians of the Wabash and the Illinois call them 
piccannau. They are of all sizes, from half a pound to twenty pounds. 

Esox mUatuSy }B,ck fish. White pickerel. Length sometimes five feet. 

Gar fish, lepiosteus. There are a great many varieties in the western 
country. The alligator gar is sometimes eight feet in length; and is 
strong, fierce, voracious, and formidable not only to the fishy whidi he 
devours by tribes, but even to men, who go into the water near him. 
Their scales will give fire with the steel. They arc not used for the 
table; but whether this be owing to the difficulty of skinning them, or to 
the badness of the flesh, we know not. 

Duck bill gar fish, lepiosteus platoatomus. Length sometimes four 
feet. Taken with the hook, or the spear; and is good for the table. 

White gar fish, lepiosteus albtis. Length four to six feet. Resembles 
the pike in shape. 

Ohio gar fish, lepiosteus oxyeus. Length six feet.— Rarely seen; and 
not good for the table. 

Long bill gar fish, lepiosteus longirostris. Length forty inches. 

Devil-jack-diamond fish, litholepis udamantmus* • This is the monster 
of the Ohio. It is rarely seen as high, as the falls of the Ohio, and proba- 
bly, lives in the Mississippi. Length from four to ten feet. One wag 
caught, which weighed four hundred pounds. It is extremely voracious; 
and like the alligator gar fish, or lepiosteus ferox, its scales will give fire 
with the steel. 

Apodial Fishss. Broad tail eel, anguiUa laHcauda. Length from 
two to four feet. 

Black eel, angtdUa atterima. Same length as the former; and fine for 
the table. 

Yellow bellied eel, angmUa xanthomelas. Length from two to three 
leet. 
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Yellow eel, angtntta ItOea. Length two feet. This is the best of the 
species for the table. 

Atelosian Fishbs. Sturgeon, accipenser. There arc six species 
found in the Ohio. 

Spotted sturgeon, accipenser mactdostu. Length two feet. 

Shovel fish sturgeon, accipenser platorynchrms. Shovel fish. Length 
two to three feet. Weight twenty pounds. Tolerable for the table. 

Fall sturgeon, accipenser seratimus. Length five to six feet. Indif- 
ferent for the table. 

Ohio sturgeon, accipenser Ohioensis, Length three to four feet. 

Big mouth sturgeon, accipenser macrostoma- Length four feet. 
Good for the table. Very large mouth. 

Flat nose double fin, dinectus truncatus. Length two feet. Skin 
thick and leathery. 

Western spade fish, polyodonfoUuntj is not eaten. Length from one 
to three feet. 

Toothless paddle fish, plaiinostra edentula. Length three to five feet, 
and sometimes weighs fifty pounds. Indifferent for the table. The 
spatula is cunei-form, eight to twelve inches long, and used for digging in 
the mud. 

Gourd fish sturgeon, accipenser laginartus. Gourd fish. Length two 
to three fe^t. 

Mississippi daw fish, pristis Mississippiensis, Length three to six 
feet. Twenty-six long sharp teeth on either side, in the form of a saw; 
and is commonly shown in museums. 

Spotted horn fish, proceros macctdatus. Length two to three feet 
Horn one fourth the length of the body - 

The fish of the western rivers are generally decried in comparison 
vnth those of the Atlantic waters. The comparison has not been fairly 
instituted. The former are all, except those hereafter described, as be- 
longing to the market of New Orleans, fish of fresh waters; the latter 
chiefly of the sea. Fresh water fish, in general, wilt not vie with those 
6f the sea. The comparison being between the fresh water fish of the 
one country and the other, the latter are as good as the former. The 
shad and salmon of the Atlantic waters, it is true, are no where found 
though we have fish, that bear the same name. Those fine fish have 
their general habitancy in the sea. The trout of Louisiana and Florida 
is not the same with the fine fish of that name, that is taken in the cold 
mountain streams of the northern country of the Atlantic. It is a fish of 
the perch class, beautifully marked with goMen stripes, and taking bait 
with a spring, like the Irout It weighs from one to four pounds. It is 
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a fine flavored, solid fish for the table. No angling can compare with 
that of this fish in the clear pine wood streams of the southern divisions 
of this country. With fish bait, a barrel may be taken in a few hours. 

Cat fish of the Mississippi, sUurus Mississippiensis, differs considera- 
bly fVom that of the Ohio. It is ofleu taken weighing over an hundred 
pounds, 

Bufialo of the Mississippi, huhalus Mississippiensis, is larger, and has 
a different appearance from that of the Ohio. They are taken in immense 
quantities in the meadows and lakes of the Mississippi, and greatly 
resemble the Atlantic shad. 

Perch, perca maculata, is a fine fish, weighing firom three to 
five pounds. 

Bar fish, perca argentea, are taken with a hook. They go in shoals 
in the southern running waters. They weigh from one to three pounds^ 
and are beautifully striped with brown and silver. 

Drum, rock fiish, sheep^s head, &c. are large and fine fish, taken in the 
lakes on the gulf of Mexico, that are partially mixed with salt water, 
and so saline, as not to be potable. They correspond in size to the cod 
and haddock of the Atlantic country ; and are among the most common 
fish in the market of New Orleans. 

Spade, or shovel fish, pHaJtirostra edentuUtj a mud fish of the middle 
regions of the valley, found in muddy lakes. They weigh from ten to 
fifty pounds, are without scales, and have in advance of their mouths, a 
smooth, bony substance, much resembling an apothecary^s spatula, from 
eix inches to a foot in length, and two or three inches in width. Its use, 
apparently, is to turn up the mud in order to find subsistence. They 
are extremely fat, and are taken for their oil. We have never remarked 
this fish in any museum, although to us the most strange and whimsical 
looking fish, we have seen. 

The pike of these waters is precisely the same fish, as is taken with 
that name^ in the Atlantic streams. A fine fish of this species, called 
piccofinauj is taken in the Illinois and the upper waters of the Wabash. 

We have seen one instance of a horribly deformed animal, apparently 
intermediate between the class testudoy and fishes. It was in a water of 
the Washita, and we had not a fair opportunity to examine it. It is called 
toad fish; has a shell, like a tortoise; but has the other aspects of a fish. 
It is said to be sufficiently 'Strong, to bear a man on its back; and from 
the account of those, who have examined it, this animal must be a singu- 
lar kisus natura. 

Alligator gar, a fish, shaped like a pike; but still longer, rounder and 
Bwifler. Its dart equals the flight of birds in rapidity. It has a long, 
round and pointed mouth, thick set with sharp teeth. Its body is covered 
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with scales of such a texture, as to be impenetrable by a rifle buUet,. 
and, when dry, to make fire with steel. It is a fish of most outlandish 
appearance, weighing from fifty to two hundred pounds. It is a terrible 
and voracious animal, biting asunder whatever it can embrace in its long 
mouth; and is to us, who have seen it in waters, where we bathed, a far 
more fonnidable anunal, than the alligator. It is, in feet, the shark 
of rivers. 

The fish of the gulf shore are of a very peculiar character,r-being- 
taken in shallow lakes, principally composed of fredi water,, but having 
outlets into the gulf, through which, when the wind blows strongly firom. 
the south, the sea water is forced to such a degree, as that they become 
salt, the fish possess an intermediate character, between those of firesh^ 
and salt water. 

Some of the kinds and sizes of the cat fish are fine for the table. The 
fishes of the Mississippi and its tributaries, generally, are tough, coarse, 
large and unsavory. The trout, so called, and the bar fish, are fine. The 
picannau, perch, and other fish of the Illinois, are represented, as excel- 
lent ; and in that river, they are taken in great abundance. A line, here 
c^led a [ trot line,' drawn across the mouth of the Illinois, where it enters 
the Mississippi, with hooks appended at regular distances, took five hun- 
'dred pounds in a night. We 'have taken in Big creek, a water of the 
"Washita, seventy five trout in two hours with the hook. Except the trout,, 
the small, yellow cat fish, the pike, the bar fish and the perch, the fish of 
the western waters are not much admired 

RivEKS. Under this head we prop6se to describe the Mississii^i onljr,. 
reserving our description of the other, western rivers, until we treat of 
the states and regions, in which they principally run. The Mississippi 
imparts a name and a character to the valley. It has befen described with 
a frequency and minuteness, to give any new attempt at delineating it 
an air of triteness and repetition. But the very idea of this noble stream 
is invested with an interest and grandeur, which will cause, that a faithful 
account of it can never become trite, or tedious. It is, in some respects, 
the noblest river in the world,— draining a larger valley, and irrigating a 
more fertile region, and having, probably^ a IcHiger course, than any other 
stream.' Contrary to the general analogy of very large rivers, it bends 
from north to south, and traverses no inconsiderable section of the globe. 
It commences in many branches, that rise, for the most part, in wild rice 
lakes; but it traverses no great distance, before it has become a broad 
stream. From its commencement, it carries a wide expanse of waters, 
with a current scarcely perceptible, along a marshy bed. At other times, 
its fishes are seen dartmg over a white sand, in waters almost as transpa-.^ 
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rent as air. At other times, it is compressed to a narrow and rapid 
current between high and hoary lime stone blu£&. Having acquired in 
a course, following its meanders, of three hundlred miles, a width of half 
a tnile, and having formed its distinctive character, it precipitates its 
wateid down the falls of St. Anthony. — Thence it glides, alternately 
through beautiHd meadows and deep forests, swelling in its advancing 
inarch with the tribute of an hundred streams. In its progress it receives 
a tributary, which of itself has a course of more than a thousand leagues, 
Thence it rolls its accumulated, turbid and sweeping mass of lifters 
through continued forests, only broken here and there by the axe, in 
lonely grandeur to the sea. No thinking mind can contemplate this 
Inighty and resistless, wave, sweeping its proud course from point to point 
curving round its bends through the dark forests, without a feeling of 
sublimity. The hundred shores, laved by its waters; the long course of 
its tributaries, some of which are already the abodes of cultivation, and 
t)thers pursuing an immense course without a solitary dwelling of civil- 
ized man on their banks; the numerous tribes of savages, that now roam 
on its borders; the affecting and imperishable traces of generations, 
that are gone, leaving no other memorials of their existence, or materials 
for their history, than theit tombs, that rise at frequent intervals along its 
banks; the dim, hot glorious anticipations of the future; — these are 
subjects of contemplation, that can not but associate themselves with 
the view of this river. 

It rises in high table land ; though the country at itd source has the 
aspect of a vast marshy valley. A medium of the different authorities, 
touching the point of its origin, gives it to be in latitude 47® 47'. Travel- 
lers and authorities differ, too, in the name of the lake, or reservoir, 
where it is supposed to commence. Some name Turtle lake, and some 
Leech lake, as its source. The truth is, that in speaking of the source 
of the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Nile, and other great rivers, readerti 
are only amused with fictions and names. Of a nameless number of 
tributaries, it would be impossible to say, which carried the most water^ 
or had the greatest length of course, or best merited the honor of being 
considered the parent stream. A great number of streams, rising in the 
same plateau, and interlocking with the waters of Red river, and the 
other streams of lake Winnipeck, unite to form the St. Peter's and the 
Mississippi. Different authorities assign to the^ rivers such different 
names, that we should rather perplex, than instruct our readers, by 
putting down names, as having more authority than others. The St 
Peter's, the principal upper branch of the Mississippi, has been scientifi- 
cally and faithfully explored by the gentlemen of Long's expedition.^ — 
* The St. Peter's receives ten or twelve tributaries, some of them considera- 
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ble streams, before its junction with the Mississippi. The principal of 
these are called Spirit, Beaver, Yellow, Medicine, Red Wood, Aux Liards 
and Blue Earth rivers ott the west side, and Miawakakong and Epervier 
from the east. The principal river of the west fork of the Mississippi is 
the river de Corbeau. The other fork, before its junction with the main 
nver, receives Deer, Meadow, Swan and Savanna rivers. Below Cedar 
and Muddy rivers, between 45° and 46°, there are strong rapids. Between 
them and the falls are Crow and Rum rivers. 

With the conunon propensity of travellers to exaggerate, the falls of 
St. Antbony, until very recently, have been much chrerrated. Instead of 
the extravagant estimates of the first French writers, or tlie fall of fifty 
feet assigned to them by more modem authorities; the real fall of the 
Mississippi here is between sixteen and seventeen feet of perpendicular 
descent. Though it has not the slightest claim to compare with that of 
Niagara in grandeur, it furnishes an impressive and beautiful spectacle 
in the loneliness of the desert The adjoining scenery is of the moat 
striking and romantic character; and as the traveller listens to the solemn 
roar of the falls, as it sinks into fbeble echoes in the forests, a thrilling 
story is told him of the love and despair of a young Dacota Indian 
woman, who, goaded by jealousy towards her husband, who had taken 
another wife, placed her young children in a canoe, and chaunting the 
remembrances of love and broken vows, precipitated herself and her 
infants down the falls. Indians are always romancers, if not poets. 
Their traditions say, that these ill-fated beings, together with their canoe. 
so perished, that no trace of them was seen. But they suppose, that her 
spirit wanders stiH near thb spot, and that she is seen on suimy mornings, 
carrying her babes in the accustomed manner bound to her bosom, and 
still mourning the inconstancy of her husband. 

Above the falls, the river has a width of five or six hundred yards. 
Immediately below, it contracts to a width of two hundred yards ; and 
there is a strong rapid for a considerable distance below. Ninety miles 
below the falls, and between 44° and 45°, it receives Rapid and St. Croix 
tivers; the former from the west, and the latter from the east. The St. 
droix is reputed to have a beatable course of two hundred miles, and 
rises in lakes not far from the waters of lake Superior. 

Near 44°, from the west comes in Cannon river, a tributary, which 
^enters not far above the northern extremity of lake Pepin, This is no 
more, than an enlargement of the river. It is a beautiful sheet of water, 
of some miles in length, and broadening in some places from one to 
three miles in width. Nearly at its lower extremity, it receives the 
Chippeveay from the east,with a beatable course of about an hundred 
miles. Between lake Pepin and the paraUel of 43°, come in three or 
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four inconsiderable rivers, of which Bufl&lo, Bluff and Black rivers, from 
the cast, are the principal. Between 43° and 42° are Root, Upper laway 
and Yellow rivers from the west, and La Croix and Bad Axe rivers from 
the east. 

Ouiscoiisin riyer comes in, from the east, about the parallel of 48°, 
and near that very noted point oh the river, Prairie du Chien« It is one 
of the most considerable tributaries above the Missouri. It has a boata- 
ble course of more than two Inmdred miles, and interlocks by a very 
«hort portage with Fox river, that empties into Green bay of lake Michi- 
gan. In its pmgress towards the Mississippi, this river receives nine or 
ten considemble streams. It is the liquid highway of passage for the 
Canadian traders, trappers and savages, from Mackinaw and the lakes to 
the immense regions of the Mississippi and MissourL A little below 
this, comes in Turkey river from the west, and La Mine from the east It 
is so named, from its traversing the country of the Illinoifl lead mines^ 
Lead ore is dug h^re, at Dubuqne^s, and other lead mines, particaladj 
•on Riviere da Feve, or Fever river, probably, witli greater ease, and in more 
abundance, than in any other country. These mines are fouAd on a range 
of hills, of which the Smoky mountains arc the highest points. On the 
opposite side comes in Tete de Mori. A range of hills, that stretches 
across the river towards the Missouri, is probably, all a country of lead 
•mines; for we have seen beautiful specimens of lead ore, dug near 
Ac Missouri, where this range of hills strikes that river. 

A little below the ixirallel of 41°, comes in from the west the Wapisi- 
pinacon, a river of some magnitude and a considerable length of course. 
On the same side, a little lower down, comes in the Little Soutoux; and 
stin lower, from the east comes in Rock river, a very considerable, limpid 
and Ijeautiful river, celc1)rated for the purity of its waters, and the fineness 
of its fish. The lands in its vicinity are fertile. Among its principal 
tributaries are the Kishwake and Pektanons. Near the entrance of this 
river into the Mississippi is the United States' garrison, fort Armstrong. 
This river, like the Ouisconsin, has an easy communication by a portage 
with lake Michigan, and is considered beatable for a distance of two 
hundred and forty miles. Below this river are long rapids and at low 
water, difficult for large boats to ascend. A little lower on this river, 
on the west side, comes in the laway, a stream of some magnitude. 
Below the parallel of 41°, come in from the eastern side two or three 
inconsiderable streams. Near 40°, on the west side, and in the state of 
Missouri, comes in tlie Des Moines, the largest tributary from the west 
above the MissourL It receives itself a number of considerable streams, 
and enters the Mississippi by a mouth one hundred and fifty yards wide. 
It is supposed to have a beatable course of nearly three hundred miles; 
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and it waters a delightful country. On the opposite side, the waters^ 
for a long distance, which rise near the Mississippi, flow into the Illinois. 
Between the Des Moines and the Illinois, come in from the west the 
Wacondah, Fahian, Jaustioni, Oahahah, or salt river, Boeuf, or Cuivre 
and Dardenne rivers. These rivers are from fifty to an hundred yards 
wide at their mouth, and have beatable courses of some length. 

In latitude 30°, comes in the Illinois from the east, — a noble, broad 
and deep stream, nearly four hundred yards wide at its mouth, having a 
course of about four hundred miles, and beatable almost its whole 
distance. It is the most considerable tributary of the Mississippi above 
the Missouri, interlocking at some seasons of the year, by one of its 
principal branches, the Des Plaines, with the Chicago of lake Michigan, 
without any portage. On this river, and some of the streams above, the 
peccan tree is found in its utmost perfection. 

A little below 39^, from the west comes in the mighty Missouri, which, 
being both longer, and carrying more water, than the Mississippi, and 
imparting its own character to the united stream below, some have 
thought, ought to have given its name to the river from the junction. 

Below the Missouri, omitting the numberless and nameless small 
streams, that come in on either side, as we have omitted them above, we 
shall only notice those riviers, that from their magnitude, or other circum- 
stances, deserve to be named. The first river of any importance, that 
enters the Mississippi on the west side, below the Missouri, is the Mar* 
amec, that comes in twenty miles below St. Louis, a little above the 
parallel of 38°. It is nearly two hundred yards wide at its mouth, and 
has a course by its meanders of two hundred miles. 

Nearly in 38°, comes in from the other side the Kaskaskia, that runs 
through a most fertile and beautiful country in Hlinois. It is eighty 
yards wide at its mouth, and has a course of nearly two hundred miles, 
great part of which, at some seasons of the year, is beatable. On the 
opposite side, enter two or three inconsiderable streams below St. Gene^ 
vieve; on one of which is a saline, where considerable salt is made. Forty 
miles below Kaskaskia, comes in from the east Big Muddy. It is a con- 
siderable stieam, remarkable for having on its shores fine coal banks. — 
Three miles below, on the west side enters Apple creek, on which used 
to be a number of villages of Shawnees and Delawares. 

Between 36° and 37°, on the east side, comes in the magnificent 
Ohio, called by the French, ^La Bdle Riviere? It is by far the laigest 
eastern tributary of the Mississippi. At the junction, and for an hundred 
miles above, it is as wide, as the parent stream. From this junction, it is 
obvious, from the very long course of the Tennessee, that river running 
into the Ohio in a direction apparently parallel and opposite to the 
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Bfississippi, that we can not expect to find any very important jtributaries 
to the latter river, for a considerable distance below the mouth of Ohio, 
on that side. We find, in fact, that the Yazoo is the only river, that enters 
from the east, which deserves mention as a river of importance* Kaski- 
nompee, Reelfoot, Obian, Forked and Hatchy are inconsiderable 
stream?, that enter from the east, between the Ohio and the Chickasaw 
blufis. Wolf river is of more importance, has a considerable length of 
course, and i^ fifty yards wide at its mouth. 

On the west side, between 35^ and 34^. enters the SU Fiancis. It is 
two hundred yards wide at its mouth, and has a comparative course of 
four himdred miles f three hundred of which, on one of its forks, are 
considered beatable. 

A little above 34^, enters White river, rising in the Black mountains, 
separating its waters fron^ those of the Arkansas. It has a comparative 
course of twelve himdred miles, and enters by a mouth between three 
and four hundred yards wide. 

Thirty miles below, and between 34<^ and 83^, comes in the Arkansas, 
— ^next to the Missouri, the largest tributary firom the west It enters by 
a mouth five hundred yards wide. Its, waters, when the river is full, are 
of a dark flame color; and its course, including its meanders, is commonly 
computed at two ^ousand five hundred miles. 

Between 33^ and 32^, a little above the Walnut hills, in the state of 
Mississippi, enters from the east the Yazoo, a river, which rises in the 
country of the Indians, and passes through the state of Mississippi, 
entering by a mouth, between two and three hundred yards wide. Below 
the Yazoo, on the same side, bayou Pierre, Big Black, Golems creek and 
Homochitto, enter the river. 

Eighty miles below Natchez, and a little above 31°, on the west side 
enters Red river, which, although not generally so wide, as the Aricansas, 
probably, has as long a course, and carries as much water. Immediately 
below the river, the Mississippi carries its greatest volume of water. Even 
above Red river, m high floods, water escapes from the Mississippi on 
the west side, in a great many places, which never returns; but not in 
quantity to carry off as much, as Red river brings in. A league and a 
half below Red river, on the same side, is seen the first important bayou, 
or efflux, that begins to diminish, and convey to the gulf of Mexico by 
its own separate channel, the^urplUs waters of the Mississippi. It is the 
Atchafalaya, which, beyond question, was the ancient bed, by which Red 
river made its way to the gulf, without mingling its waters with the 
Mississippi. In high waters, it is now supposed to take off as much, as 
Red river brings in. 
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Twenty leagacs below, on the east side, comes in bayou Sarah, the 
only stream of any importance, that enters below the outlet of Atchafa- 
laya. Tlience the effluxes receive all tlie waters, tint rise near the 
Mississippi, and are continually dimiuislung its volume of waters. The 
next efflux, below Atchafalaya, is bayou Manshac, or Ibberville, — an 
outlet from the east bank, a little below Baton Rouge, through which, in 
high waters, passes off a considerable mass, through lakes Mauiepas, 
Ponchartrain and Borgne, to the gulf of Mexico. 

At no^great distance below, on tlie west side, is another considerable 
efflux, bayou Plaquemine; and at some distance below bayou La Fourche, 
a still more considerable outlet. Tliencc to New Orleans, the banks of 
the river are unbroken, except by crevasses. Below that city, there is 
no outlet of any'importdnce, bctweeji it and the four mouths, by which 
the Mississippi enters the gulf of Mexico. 

It runs but a little distance from its source, as we have remarked, 
before it becomes a considerable stream. Below the falls of St. Anthony, 
it broadens to half a mile in width; and is a clear, pLicid and noble 
stream, with wide and fertile bottoms, for a long distance. A few miles 
below the river Des Moines, is a long rapid of nine miles, whicli, for a 
considerable part of the summer, is a great impediment to the navigation. 
Below these rapids, the river assumes its medial width, and cliaracter 
from that point to the ^entrance of the Missouri. It is a still more 
beautiful river, than the Qliio, somewhat gentler in its current, a third 
wider, with broad and clean sandbars, except in the time of high waters^ 
when tljcy are all covered. At every little distance, there are islands^ 
sometiipes a number of them parallel, and broadening the stream to a 
great width. These islands are many of them large, and have in the 
summer season an aspect of beauty, as they swell gently from the clear 
stream, — a vigor and grandeur of vegetation, which contribute much 
to the magnificence of the river. The sandbars, in the proper season* 
are the resort of innumerable swans, geese and water fowls. It is, in 
general, a frill mile in width from bank to bank. For a considerable 
distance above the mouth of the Missouri, it has more than that width. 
Altogether, it has, from its alternate bluffs and prairies, the calmness and 
transparency of its waters, the size and beauty of its trees, an aspect of 
amenity and magnificence, which perhaps, does not belong in the same 
extent to any other stream. 

Where it receives the Missouri, it is a mile and a half wide. The 
Missouri itself enters with a mouth not more tlian half a mile wide* 
The united stream below has thence, to the mouth of the Ohio, a medial 
width of little more than tliree quarters of a mile. This mighty tributary 
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seems rather to diminish^ than increase its width; but it perceptibly 
alters its depth, its mass of waters^ and, -what is to be regretted, wholly 
changes its character. It is no longer the gentle, placid stream, with 
smooth shores and clean sandbars; but has a furious and boiling current, 
a turbid and dangerous mass of sweeping waters, jagged and dilapidated 
shores, and, wherever its waters have receded, deposites of mud. It 
remains a sublime object of ccmtemplation. The noble forest still 
rises along its banks. But its character of calm magnificence, that so 
delighted the eye above, is seen no tnore. 

fVom the falls of St. Anthony, its medial current is probably, less than 
two miles an hour, to the mouth of die Missouri ; and from one point to the 
other, except at the rapids of the Des Moines, there is four feet water in the 
channel at the lo^vest stages. Below the Missouri its rapidity should be 
. rated considerably higher, than has been commonly done. Its medial rate 
of advance is perhaps four miles an hour. The bosom of the river is cov- 
ered with prodigious boils, or swells, that rise with a whirling motion, 
and a convex surface, two or three rods in diameter, and no inconsider- 
able noise, whirling a boat perceptibly from its track. In its course, 
accidental circumstances shift the impetus of its current, and propel it 
upon the point of an island, bend or sandbar. In these instances, it 
tears up the islands, removes the sandbars, and sweeps away the 
tender, alluvial soil of the bends, with all their trees, and deposites the 
spoils in another place. At the season of high veaters, nothing is more 
fiuniliar to the ear of the people on the river, than the deep crash of a 
land-slip, in which larger or smaller masses of the soil on the banks, with 
all the trees, are plunged into the stream. The circumistances, that 
change the aspect and cunent of the river, are denominated in the vocab- 
ulary of the watermen, chutes, races, chains, savi^ers, planters, points of 
islands, wreck heaps and cypress bends. The divinity, most frequently 
invoked by boatmen, seems to have imparted his name oftener than any 
other to the dangerous places along the river. The ' DevilV race paths, 
tea table, oven,&c. are places of difficult or hazardous navigation, that 
frequently occur. They are serious impediments to the navigation of 
this noble stream which is never navigated safely, exc^t with great 
caution. On the immense wreck heaps, where masses of logs, like con- 
siderable hills, are piled together^ the numerous wrecks of boats, lying on 
their sides and summits, sufficiently attest the character of the river, and 
remain standing mementos to caution. Boats, propelled by steam power, 
which can be changed in a moment, to reverse the impulse and direction 
of the boat, are exactly calculated to obviate the dangers of this river. 

No person, who desc^ids this river for the first time, receives dear 
and adequate ideas of its grandeur, and the amount of water which it' 



Digitized by 



Google 



04 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. 

carries. If it be in the spring, when the river below the mouth <rf Ohicr 
is generally over its banks, although the sheet of water, that is making its 
way to the gulf, is, perhaps thirty miles wide, yet finding its way through 
deep forests and swamps, that conceal all from the eye, no expanse of 
water is seen, but the width, that is curved out between the outline of 
woods on either bank ; and it seldom exceeds, and oAener falls short of a 
mile. But when he sees, in descending the falls of St. Anthony, that it 
swallows up one river after another, with mouths, as wide as itself with- 
out affecting its width at all; when he sees it receiving in suceession the 
mighty Missouri, the broad Ohio, St. Francis, White, Arkansas, and Red 
rivers, all of them of great depth, length and volume of water; swallowing 
up all, and retaining a volume, apparently unchanged, he begins to estimate 
rightly the increasing depths of current, that must roll on in its deep 
channel to the sea. Carried out of the Balize, and sailing with a good 
breeze for hours, he sees nothing on any side, but the white and turbid* 
waters of the Mississippi, long after he is out of sight of land. 

Touching the features of the country through which it passes, fh>m itsr 
source to the falls of St. Anthony, it moves alternately through wild rice 
lakes and swamps, by lime stone bluflfs and craggy hills; occasionaUjr 
through deep pine forests, and beautiful prairies; and the tenants on its 
borders are elk, bufiklos, bears and deer, and the savages^ that pursue 
them. In this distance, there is not a civilized inhabitant on its shores^ 
if we except the establishments of Indian tradersy and a garrison of the 
United States. Buffalos are seldom seen below these falls. Its alluvi- 
ons become wide, fertile, and for the most part, heai^ly timbered.. 
Like the Ohio, its bottoms and blufis generally alternate. Its broad and 
placid current is often embarrassed with islands, which are generally rich 
alluvial lands, often containing from &ve hundred to a thousand acres, 
and abounding with wild turkies and other small game. For one hun- 
dred miles above the mouth of the Missouri, it would be difficult for 
us to convey an idea of the beauty of the prairies, skirting this noble 
river. They impress the eye, as a perfect level ; and are in summer cov- 
ered with a luxuriant growth of grass and flowers, without a tree or a 
bush. We have made our way through them with difficulty on horseback 
through grass and flowers, as high as our head. At other times, we 
traversed hundreds of acres of a clean, short grass, of the character and 
appearance of the handsomest meadows, intended for the scythe. When 
this deep prairie skirts the river on one side, a heavy timbered bottom 
bounds it on the other. Generally from the slightest elevation on eith^ 
side, the sweep of the blufis, corresponding to the curves of the river, are 
seen in the distance, mixing with the blue of the sky. 
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Aboire the mouth of the Missouri^ to the rapids of Des moinesy the 
medial width of the bottom valley, in which the river rolls, measured 
from 1)lufir to bluff, is not far from six miles. Below the mouth of the 
Missouri, to that of the Ohio, it is not far from eight miles. The last 
stone bluffs of the Mississippi are seen, in descending about thirty miles 
above the mouth of the Ohio. Below these, commences on the Missis- 
sippi, as is seen on the Ohio for some distance above its mouth, the 
aspect of a timbered bottom on either side, boundless to the vision% Be- 
low the mouth of the Ohio, the alluvion broadens from thirty to fifty miles 
in width; still expanding to the Balize, where it is, probably, thi'ee times 
that width. We express these widths in terms of doubt, because three 
fifths of the alluvion, below the mouth of the Ohio, is either dead swamp 
of cypress forest, or stagnant lakes, or creeping bayous, or impenetrable 
cane brakes, great part of it inundated; perhaps traversed in a straight 
direction from bluff to bluff, scarcely once in a year> and never explored 
except in cases of urgent necessity. The bluffs, too, are windings 
swelling in one direction, and indented in Another, and at least as ser- 
pentine, as the course of the river. 

Between the mouth of the Ohio and St. Louis, on the west side of the 
river, the blu£& are generally near it, seldom diverging from it more than 
two miles. They are, for the most part, perpendicular massed of lime 
fitone; sometimes shooting up into towers and pinnacles, presenting a£i 
Mr. Jefferson well observed, at a distance, the aspect of the battlements 
Bnd towers of an ancient city. Sometimes the river sweeps the bases of 
these perpendicular blufife, as happens at the Cornice rocks and at the 
cliffs above St. Genevieve. They rise here, between two and three hun- 
dred feet above the level of the river. There are many imposing specta- 
cles of this sort, near the western bank of the Mississippi^ in this 
distance. 

We may mention among them that gigantic mass of rocks forming a 
singular island in the river, called the ^ Grand Tower; ^ and the shot 
tower at Herculaneum. 

On the eastern side in this distance^ the blufl& diverge to. a considerable 
distance from the river, and bound the American bottom, leaving an allu- 
vial belt, divided into nearly equal divisions of timbered lands, and 
smooth prairies. This belt has a medial width of six miles, and is noted 
for the uncommon fertility of the soil. The blu£& mark the boimdary 
between this belt and the hills. They are as high and as perpendicular 
as the bluffs on the opposite side of the river; and, although generally at 
a distance of five or six miles from its present channel, they bear the 
same traces of attrition by the waters, the same stripes, marking the 
rising and ialling of the river, which are seen On the opposite side. These 
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seem to be impTesdive indkations, that the Mississippi once swqpt their 
bases. 

Opposite the mouA of the Missouri, the American bottom tenninates, 
«nd the blufi^ come in to the river. The blufis'bound the eastern bank 
o^the river thence to the month of the Dlinois. From these blufi& we 
contemplate one of the most impressive and beautiful landscapes in the 
World. On the opposite side the mighty Missouri is seen, bringing its 
turbid and sweeping niass of waters at right angles to the Mississippi. 
The eye traces a long distance of the outline of the Missotiri Talley, 
bounded on either side with an indistinct and blue line of hills. Above 
il is the vast and most beautiful Mamelle prairie, dotted with green 
islands of wood, and skirted at the farthest ken of the eye with Inlls and 
forests. Above you, on the same shore, is the valley of the Illinois, itself 
bounded by hoary and magnificent blufli of a peculiar character. The 
river brings in its creeping wscters by a deep bed, that seems aknost as 
straight as a canal. You have in view the valleys and hhitb of two noble 
iBtreams, that jom their waters to the Mississippi. You see the Missis- 
sippi changed to a turbid and sweeping stream, with jagged and indent- 
«d banks, below you. You see its calm and placid waters above the 
Missouri. On the opposite prairie, there are level meadows, wheat fields, 
"Com fields, Smokes ascending from houses and cabins, vast fiocks of domes- 
tic cattle, — distinct indications of agriculture and improvement blended 
^th the grand features of nature. There are clumps of trees, lakes, ponds, 
and fiocks of sea fowl, wheeling their fiight over tliem; in short, whatever 
of grandeur, or beauty, nature can furnish to soothe, and to enrapture the 
beholder. 

Prom the mouth of the Ohio, the scene shifts, and the bluflfe are gene- 
?aHy nearest the eastern shore; though on that shore there are often 
twenty miles between them and the river. They come quite in to the 
liver, which washes their bases, at the Iron banks, the Chalk banks, the 
^first, second and tlrird Chickasaw biufis, Memphis, tlie Walnut hills, 
Grand antl Petit gulf, Nfitchez, Loftus' heights, St. FrancisviUe and 
Baton Rouge. In all this distance, biufis are only seen in one place on 
the west bank — the St. Frangis hills. 

From the sources of the river to the mouth of the Missouri, the annual 
;fiood ordinarily commences in March, and does not subside until the 
iast of May; and its medial height is fifteen feet. At the lowest stages, 
four feet of water may be found from the rapids of Des Moines to the 
mouth of the Missouri. Between that point and the mouth of the Ohio, 
there are six feet in tlie channel of the shallowest places at low water, 
and the annual inundation may be estimated at twenty-five fi^et. Between 
the mouth of the Ohio and the St. Francis, there are various shoal places^ 
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X^here [Hlots are oAen perplexed to find a sufficient depth of water, when 
the river is low. Below that point, there is no difficulty for Teasels of 
any draught, except to find the right channel. Below the mouth of the 
Ohio, the medial flood is fifty feet; the highest, sixty. Above Natchez, 
the flood begins to decline. At Baton Rouge, it seldom exceeds thirty 
feiet^* and at New Orleans, twelve. — Some have supposed this gradual 
diminution of the flood to result from the draining of the numerous 
effluxes of the river, that convey away such considerable portions of its 
waters, by separate channels to the sea. To this should be added, no 
doubt, the check, which the river at this distance begins to feel from the 
re-action of the sea, where this mighty mass of descending waters finds 
its level. 

Below the mouth of Ohio, in the season of inundation, to an observ- 
ing spectator a v^ry striking spectacle is presented. The river, as vnll 
elsewhere be observed, sweeps along in curves, or sections of circles, of 
an extent from six to twelve miles, measured from point to point. The 
-sheet of water, that is visible between the forests on either side, is, as we 
have remarked, not far from tlie medial width of a mile. On a calm • 
spring morning, and under a bright sun, tliis sheet of water, to an eye, 
that takes in its gentle descending declivity, shines, like a mass of bur- 
nished silver. Its edges are distinctly marked by a magnificent outline 
of cotton wood trces, generally of great size, and at this time of the year, 
of the brightest verdure. On the convex, or bar side of the bend, there 
is generally a vigorous growth of willows, or young cotton wood trees of 
such astonishing regularity of appearance, that it always seems to the 
unpractised spectator, a work of art. The water stands among these 
trees, from ten to fifteen feet in height. Those brilliant birds, the black 
and red bird of this country, seem to delight to ffit among these young 
groves, that are inundated to half their height. Nature is carrying on 
iier most vigorous efforts of vegetation below. If there be wind or storm, 
the descending flat and keel boats immediately make for these groves, 
and plunge fearlessly, with all the headway they can command, among 
the trees. Should they be of half the size of the human body, struck 
fiflecn feet from the ground, they readily bend before even a frail boat. — 
You descend the whole distance of a thousand miles to New Orleans, 
landing at night in fifteen feet water among the trees; but, probably, in no 
instance witliin twenty miles of the real shore,* which is a bhifil The 
whole spectacle is that of a vast and magnificent forest, emerging from a. 
lake, with its waters, indeed in a thousand places in descending motion. 
The experienced savage, or solitary voyager, paddles his canoe through 
the deep forests, from one blufli'to the other. He finds bayous, by which 
one river communicates with the other. He moves, perhaps, along 
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the Mississippi forest into the mouth of ^Vhile river. He asoehds that 
river a few miles, and by the Grand Cut off moves down the forest into 
the Arkansas. From that river he finds many bayous, which communi- 
cate readily with Washita and Red river; and from that river, by some 
one of its hundred bayoue> he finds his way into the Atchafalaya and the 
Teche{ and by that stream to the gulf of Mexico, reaching it more than 
twenty leagues west of the Mississippi. At that time, this is a river 
fiom thirty to an hundred miles wide, all overshadowed with forests, ex*^ 
cept an interior strip of little more than a mile in width, wh^e the ey% 
reposes on the open expanse of waters, visible between the trees. 

Each of the hundred rivers, that swell the Mississippi, at the time of 
high waters, is more or less turbid. The upper Mississippi is the mo0t 
transparent of all of them in low water. But, during its floods, it brings 
down no inconsiderable portion of dark, slimy mud, suspended in its 
waters. The mud of the Missouri is as copious^ as the water can hold in 
suspension, — and is whitish in color, much resembling water, in which 
iGresh ashes have been mixed. The river below the Missouri assumes the 
. color of that river. The Ohio brings in a flood, compared with the other> 
of a greenish color. The mixing of the waters of the upper Mississippi 
with the Missouri, and afterwards of the united stream with the Ohio^ 
afifords an amusing spectacle. The water of the Ohio is not much 
charged with earth, even at its inundation f but is still perceptibly turbid* 
The St. Francis and White rivers at their floods, are not much stained* 
The Arkansas, when high, is as turbid, and holds nearly as much mud in 
suspension, as the Missouri ^ and its waters have a bright reddish color^ 
almost that of flame. Its Indian name, Ozarkj implies Yellow river* 
R^ river brings in a turbid mixture of the same thickness, but of a 
darker red. After it has received these two rivers, the Mississippi loses 
something of its whiteness. The hills far up the Missouri, Arkansas and 
Red rivers are washing down. Pillars on their sides, of gigantic dimen-» 
sions, bright colors, and regular forms^ where they have been composed 
of an indurated earth, or clay, that more strongly resisted the action of 
rains and descending waters, are left standing. We have seen and ad- 
mired these mementos of the lapse of time, the changes, that our earth is 
undergoing, the washing of waters, and the influence of the elements* 
Lewis and Claric speak of these remains of dilapidated hills &r up the 
Missouri, where they appeared in their grandest dimensions. 

The Mississippi, then, may be considered, as constantly bearing b^ 
neath its waters a tribute of the finest and most fertile vegetable soil, 
collected from an hundred shores, hills and mountains, and transported 
from distances of a thousand leagues. The marl of the Rocky moun- 
tain, the clay of the Black mountains, the earth of the Alleghanies, the 
red loam, washed fiom the hills at the sources of the Arkansas and 
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Red rirerB, are every year deposited in layers along 4ie aBnrion of the 
Mississippi; or are wasljied into the gulf of Mexico. We can have little 
doubty that this river once found its estuary not jfar below the present 
mouth of the Ohio. It was, probably, then thirty miles wide> and grew 
broader quite to the gulf. — The alluvial country below, must then have 
been an arm of the sea. The different bluffs on its eastern shore, the 
Chickasaw bluffi, Natchez, and the other hills, whose bases the river now 
washes, were capes^ that projected into this estuary. The banks of the 
river are evidently gaining in height above the inundation. The depos- 
ites of earth, iSand and slime are not as equal in their layers, as we might 
8ni^)06e; but might, perhaps, be assumed, as depositing a twel^of as 
inch in tlie annual inundation. 

As soon as the descending mass oF waters has swept over the banks, 
being comparatively destitute of current, and impeded, moreover, by 
trees and bushes, it begins to deposite a sediment of that mud and sand, 
which were only held in suspension by the rapidity and agitation of the 
descending current. It must be obvious, that the sand and the coarser 
portion of the mixture -of earth will subside first; and that near the banks 
of the river vrill be the most copious deposition. We find, in fact, the 
soil contiguous to the rivers most sandy. It becomes finer and more 
clayey, as we recede fiurther from the bank, until near the bluffs; and at 
the far^est distances from the river, the impalpable mixture graduaUy 
subsides, forming a very stiff, black soil, called < terre graiase^ and hav- 
ing a feeling, when wet, like lard or grease. Circumstances, such as 
eddies, and other impediments, resulting from the constant changes of 
the banks, may cause this earth in particular positions, to be deposited 
near thcf river. Where the banks have fallen in, and discovered the under 
strata of the soil, we oAen see layers of this earth directly on the shore. 
But the natural order of deposition is, first, the sand; next, the marl; 
and last of all, this impalpable clay, which would of course be longest 
held suspended. 

This order of deposition accounts, too, for another circumstance ap- 
pertaining to the banks of this river, and all fts lower tributaries, that do 
now, or did fonnerly, overflow their banks. It always creates surprise at 
first view to remark, that all these rivers have allwrions, that are hig^iest 
directly on the banks, and slope back like- a natural glacis, towards the 
blu6ii. lliere are a thousand points, between the mouth of Ohio 
and New Orleans, where, at the highest inundation, there is a narrow 
strip of land above the overflow; and it is directly on the bank. But the 
knd slopes back, and subsides under the overflow; and is, perhaps, 
twenty feet under water at the blufls. This deceptive appearance has 
induced a common opinion, that this river, its tributaries and bayous, in 
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^ir lower courses, run through their valleys on an elevated ridge> and 
occupy the highest part of their bottoms. The greater comparative ele- 
vation on the banks notwithstanding, we have not the slightest doubt^ 
that the path of the rivers is, in fact, the deepest part of their basin, and 
that the bed of the river is uniformly lower, than the lowest point of the 
alluvion at the base of the blufis. 

One of the most striking peculiarities of this river, and of all its lower 
tributaries, has not aCten been a theme of observation, in describing it. 
It is the uniformity of its meanders, called in the phrase of the country, 
* points and bends.^ In many instances these corves are described with 
a precision, with which they would have been marked oflf by the sweep 
of a compass. The river sweeps round, perhaps, the half of a circle, and 
is precipitated 'from the point, in a current diagonally across its own 
channel, to another curve of the same regularity upon the opposite shore* 
In the bend is the deepest diannel, the heaviest movement of waters, 
and what is called the thread of the current. Between this thread 
and the shore, there are generally counter currents, or eddies; and 
in the crumbling and tender alluvial soil, the river is generally making^ 
inroads upon its banks on the bend side. Opposite the bend there 
is always a sandbar, matched in the convexity of its conformation, to the 
concavity of the bend. Here it is, that the appearance of the young 
cotton wood groves have their most striking aspect. The trees rise 
from the shore, showing first the vigorous saplings of the present year; 
and then those of a date of two and three years ; and trees rising in regular 
gradation to the most ancient and lofly point of the forest. These 
curves are so regular on this, and all the rivers of the lower country, 
that the boatmen and Indians calculate distances by them ; and instead 
of the number of miles or leagues, they estimate their progress by^ 
the* number of bends, they have passed. 

We have Jiad occasion to remark this conformation, even on the upper 
courses of the Mississippi and Missouri ; and that, too, where the curve 
seemed to have been scooped out of solid bluffs, of lime stone. These 
sinuosities are distinguished on the lower course of the Ohio, on the St^ 
Francis and White rivers, and they are remarkable for their regularity 
on the Arkansas. The curves on Red river are regular, but they are 
flections of circles comparatively small ;^ and the river is so extremely 
crooked firom them, that its course is generally obstructed from view in 
a length of two or three miles. All the bayous and effluxes of the 
Mississippi, and of these rivers, show the same conformation in their 
courses* A Creole of the lower country would scarcely imagine, that a 
river could move on in any other line, than in curves, described first upon 
one bank, and then upon the other. 
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There must be, beyond doubt, a general law for this nnifonnity of 
confonnation ; and we have heard various demonstrations, that were 
intended to explain it, and to show, that a moving mass of waters, on 
the principal of such a moving force, ought to sweep a curve in one 
direction, be propelled from the point of that curve, and then sweep a 
similar one on the opposite shore. These demonstrations have appeared 
unsatisfactory to us. It has always seemed to us, that in a tender and 
alluvial soil, and under similar circumstances, a moving mass of water^ 
cutting a course for itself^ would take the direction of a right line. The 
common solution certainly is not the just one, that is to say, that the 
river iSnds .an obstacle, which gives it a diagonal direction in the first 
instance; and that this law, once established, continues to act with uni- 
formity, in producing this alternation of curves. The courses of all the 
western rivers, in creating points and bends, are far too uniform, to be 
produced by an accidental cause. It appears clear to us, that tlie devia- 
tions from this rule are owing to accidental causes; but. they are so 
unfrequent, that for the first three hundred miles on the Arkansas, we do 
not remember one; and there are not more than three or four ^ reaches,' 
as they are called^ or deviations from this rule, in the Mississippi, where 
the river for a considerable distance preserves a i^trait course, between 
the mouth of the Ohio and the Balize. 

It follows from this disposition of the river, to take its direction in 
deep curves, and continually to wear them deeper, that, returning, as it 
were, on its track, it will oflen bring its points near to each other. It 
occurs more than once, that in moving round a curve of twenty-five or 
thirty miles, you will return so near the point, whence you started, that 
you can return back to that point in less than a mile. There are at present 
bends of this sort on the Missouri and the Mississippi, particulariy at 
Tunica bend; where you move round a curve of tUrty miles, and come 
back to the point, where you see through the trees, and at the distance 
of three quarters of a mile, the point, whence you departed. It might 
be inferred, that it would so happen, when the waters on the upper point 
of the bend approach so near those on the lower point, that in high watera 
a crevasse would be made across the point, or the simple weight of the 
descending current would burst itself a passage through. In this case, 
the river soon finds its main channel from point to point; an island is 
formed ; and the river rushes through what is called the * cut off,' with 
great velocity and power. Such is the ' Grand cut off,' that has been 
formed since we first descended the river. We now pass from one point 
to another, in half a mile, to a distance, which it formerly required 
twenty miles to reach. ITie *cut off' at Fausse rivierej Yazoo, Homo- 
(Aitto and Point Coupee bends are of this sort. Tunica, no doubt, will 
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soon beof the ntiinber; and many other bends. Wherever the tieeraiie- 
cleared away from the banks by cultivation, the soil becomes of course 
more tender and yielding, and is easier perforated by the mass of moving 
waters. Nature is thus shortening the course of this long river. In 
process of time, the efforts of industry will yield their aid to the same 
results . 

When these changes take place, the mouth of the ancient course of the 
river becomes choked ; and k)ng lakes are formed called ^fausses rivieres j^ 
which, at the season of high water might easily be mistaken for the river 
itself, were they not vrithout current, and did they not soon cover them- 
selves with those aquatic plants, that in these climates are always found 
on still waters. There are an infinite number of such bayous found on the 
lower courses of the Mississippi, Arkansas, and more than all. Red river, 
where they form such an inextricable net work, that in high waters it 
requires an experienced pilot to determine, which is the river, and which, 
is the bayou. 

The thread of the main current is, as we have remarked, always nearr 
the bank of the bend ; and the chief undermining of the banks is. ordina-. 
rily there. As soon as the floods of the river begin to subside,^ and the< 
waters to sink within the banks, the main thread of the current, which 
had be^i diminished in its action on the bank, by the difiusion of itsr 
waters over the bank, as soon as they return within the channel, acts with 
augmented force, and by a more uniform action from the surface to the- 
bottom upon the banks, softened and diluted by the recent overflow. — 
Hence, immediately upon the subsiding of the river within its banks, is. 
the time, when they are most apt to fall in. Then is the time, that we hear 
by night the deep crash of the trees, fitlling, and smking in the flood. 
Then it is, that the land-slips carry in aqres at a time; and it is then, 
that the narrow passages between islands become choked with trees, 
carried along by the current. 

With one remark more, we shall close this outline of the Mississippi; 
which, minute as it may have seemed, is but a brief sketch of the char- 
acter and circumstances of a river, which, described in detail, would 
occupy a volume. It is the most turbid river, and has the widest alluvial 
bottoms of any, with which we are acquainted. We may add, that it is 
beyond all comparison the nanowest river, that we know, which carrioa 
so much water. In width and show of surface, it will hardly compare 
with the St. Lawrence. We have no doubt, that it carries the greatest mass 
of water, according to its width, of any river on the globe. From the 
quantity of earth, which it holds in suspension in its descending waters,, 
and which it is contbually depositing along its banks, it will always be. 
confined within a narrow and deep channel. Were it a clear stream, it 



Digitized by 



Google 



ABOBIGlUBh 103 

would soon scoop itself out a channel from bluff to bluff, tn common 
with most of its great tributaries, it broadens as it ascends, being, as we 
have remarked, wider above the mouth of the Missouri, with scarce a 
tenth of its water, than it is at New Orleans. Li the same mannei> 
Arkansas and Red river are wider a thousand miles from their mouthy 
than they are at tha||x>int. As the' western rivers approach their debimche^ 
and increase their volume of water^ thef narrow, and deepen their 
channel. 

Ikdiaits, or AnoiaorNAL IimABiTAKTS. Details of the Imbans, that 
belong to the states and territories of this valley, vrill naturally be giv^ 
•under the accounts of them. — ^We mean here to bring, if it may be, inh* 
X)ne group general views and outlines of the race, as we see it in all the 
climates from the sources of the Mississippi to the gulf of Mexico^ 
Numerous and voluminous treatises have been written upon the subjects 
We have read these treatises. We have long and attentively studied the 
Indian character. W^e have deen ebou]gh of that character, to be aware> 
that very few writers have done more than theorize, and declaim upon the 
subject. They have seldom brought to it the only true li^ts^— those of 
observation and experience. We ought to except from this remaik^ 
Charlevoix among the early, and the gentlemen of Long^s expedition 
among the recent vrriters upon the Indians. The views of the latter, in 
|)articular, are calm, i^losophical and just> as &r as they go. They do 
hot givfe us the j&ruit of preconceived prejudices^ or theorizing harangues | 
and we refer those, who Would take minute, interesting, and for the most 
part, just views of the character and condition of the western Indians^ 
to their narratives. 

The greater part of the Indians of the United States dwell in the limits 
of this valley. Within the bounds of Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mis* 
sissippi and Tennessee the southern Iiidians of this valley inhabit. 
These nations without mentioning their subdivisions, are the Seminoles, 
the Baton Rouges, the Creeks, or Muskogee, the Cherokees, Chactaws 
and Chickasaws. The^ Creeks and Seminoles, before the late war 
were powerful tribes.. Their population and power received in that 
war a withering check. Many of the Chacktaws are incorporated with 
the Quawpav^ of Arkansas. About a third of the Cherokee nation has 
emigrated to the country on the Arkansas, between the Quawpaws and 
the Osages. Many of the Creeks, or Muskogee, have emigrated west of 
the Mississippi. All these Indians, that remain east of this river, have 
adopted more or less of cultivation, and the arts of civilized life.^ The 
Cherokees and Chacktaws, particularly the former, have been most 
successful in imitating the habits and institutions of the whites They 
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have looms, ploughs, hlacksmiths^ shops, slaves, enclosures, bani% 
taverns, brick dwellings in some instances, public roads, a census, a code 
of laws, civil divisions, and magistrates. — Their laws have very little of 
that delay, of which the whites complain; bpt are severe, energetic, and 
promptly administered. They have many raimicipal regulations, and 
singular customs; an amusing mixture of savage and civilized views^ 
which afford a study of no common interest to the numerous travellers 
that are obliged to pass through their nations, on their way by land from 
New Orleans and the lower states of the Atlantic country* They have 
numerous taverns, at regular distances, not much inferior to those in the 
adjacent country, inhabited by the Americans. Some of their plant^n 
have large enclosures, and fine stocks of cattle and horses; and may be 
considered rich. We saw a Cherokee chief, who had a dozen slaves, fine 
teams^ ploughs and looms, two or three wives> and tw^ity-seven living 
childien, as he stated. His people were dressed, as are most of theee 
people, in plain cotton cloths of respectable fabric^ The cotton> tie 
dyeing articles, the manufacturings and the whole fabric, from beginning 
to end, were within themselves. There are a number of respectable 
missionary establishments in their limits; and they begin to be deeply 
impressed with the importance of education. They have been making 
great efforts to establish a printing press in their country, and it is now 
in operation^ 

In the northern parts of Ohio and Indiana^ and near lakes Erie and 
Michigan, is an establishment of the Sha^vnesc, — a tribe formerly so 
powerful, and now hastening to decay. There was an important mis* 
sionary station among them, which is removed to Michigan territory, 
Ohio, that once contained such a numerous Indian population, is com* 
puted at present to contain about two thousand, principally Shawnese. 
The Pottawatomies and Kickapoos, in Indiana and Illinois, are number* 
^, the former at two hundred and fifty, and the latter at six hundred. 
The Peorias, Kaskakias and Cahokias, that figured so much in the earif 
French history of this country, are nearly extinct. The Wyandots, Chip* 
peways and Winnebagos hunt farther to'the northwest, and extend theii 
ra^ge to Lake Superior^ The Cliippeways may be considered a patriai^ 
chal nation, of which many of the northern tribes are branches, and of 
whose language they speak dialects. There are other tribes so nearly 
extinct, that there are not now, perhaps six individuals to maintain 
the name. 

In ascending the Mississippi from St. Louis, we meet first with the 
Sacks, or as they call themselves, Saukies, and Foxes, or Reynards. 
They inhabit the country above and below Rock river, and claim the 
territory of the lead mines. The laways reside farther up the river, and 
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near the Dee Moines. The Winnebagos, or Puants, inhabit from th% 
Ouisconsin to Green bay on lake Michigan. — They have the reputation 
of being particularly false and treacherous. The Menomene, or FoUei 
avoinsj inhabit the Menomene to lake Michigan. 

Still higher on the Mississippi, and thence to the lakes, and thence to 
the country on the Missouri, and far up and down that rivet, wander the 
Sioux, or Dacotas. They are divided into six or seven tribes, with distinct 
names, given, as the French often fix* appellations, from some poetical 
associations witli natural objects. For instance, one of ihe most numer- 
ous tribes, inhabiting a region of forests, is called Was-pa-tong, Gena des 
feniUeSy or the people of leaves. Each of these tribes has its distinct 
badge, coat of arms, or what is called ' totem ' among them. They occupy 
a vast range, are a very numerous people, ^nd, like the Chippeways, the 
parent of various tribes, whose language, though radically the same with 
theirs, has in process of time receded so far from it, that the different 
tribes reqiure an interpreter to converse together. The Dacotas are th« 
Arabs of the West. 

Surveying the country west of the Mississippi, and commencing the 
survey below St. Louis, between that town and the mouth of the Ohio, 
there used to be a number of villages of Delawares and Shawnees; and 
with them were mixM a considerable number of renegadoes from the 
Creeks, and the Indians of the lower Mississippi. There were in all, 
three or four hundred souls. They left the country, by an arrangement 
with the government. They have allied themselves with the Cherokeei 
of the Arkansas. 

In ascending the Missouri, we first meet with the Osages, a powerful 
tribe who inhabit principally on the Osage river, and who spread them- 
selves across the country to the Arkansas^ and even to Red river. 
Ascending the Missouri, we find, as we advance, Ottoes, Missouries, 
laways, Kanzas, and Pawnees, divided into three bands — Grrand Pawnees, 
Pawnee Republicans, and Pawnee Loups. After the Dacotas, or Sioux, 
they are, probably, the next most numerous people in this region. Still 
farther up, there are the Mandans, Puncahs, Omawhaws, Padoucaa, La 
Plais, or Bald heads, and the Tetons. Still farther up, there are the 
Minnitarecs, or (rros ventres^ the Arrapahoe, the Crow, the Arricaree, 
the Snake, and the Black foot Indians. Some of these tribes inhabit, 
and hunt occasionally on both sides of the Rocky mountains. 

On the Arkansas, i!ie first tribe on its lower course is that of the 
Quawpaws with whom are incorporated many Chactaws. Still higher, 
we meet with the Osages. The Cherokees, who have migrated to this 
river, seem to be a point of union for the anfcient ShaWnese and Dela- 
wares. Tlie Indians on the Ohio, of these tribes, are immigrating to thii 
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region. Above them are the Pawnees and Arrapahoef . At the sources 
of this river are often seen bands of the Mexican Indians, as the Ccnn- 
manches and Appaches, who come down from their mountains, to hunt 
the bufiyo and the elk on the adjacent plains. 

fVom New Orleans to Attakapas, and thence along Red river, are the 
remains of many of the ancient tribes of Louisiana^ that will soon hare 
no other memorial, than their names in the French histories of the countr7. 
These are the Natchez, the Appalachies, the Tensas, Alabamas, Pasca- 
goulas, Chetimaches, Biloxies, Tunicas, &c. Near the Sabine are a 
small number of Carancoahs, clearly cannibals. They are viewed vrith 
horror, and pursued with a spirit of extermination, by the adjacent 
Indians. 

Higher on Red river inhabit, and hunt occasionally, many of the tribes, 
which we have mentioned, as having their more permanent home on the 
Arkansas. The Cados are a tribe, that dwell chiefly on Red river, and 
hunt the buffalo on the prairies between it and Arkansas. ■ We might 
continue to swell thb catalogue with the names of tribes, that once 
existed, but are now extinct; and others, of which there remain, perhaps, 
a few individualsy 

Population. , Any exact estimates of ihe number of Indians, within 
the limits of the territory of the. united States, must necessarily be 
wanting. The statistical tables rate them at one hundred and eighty 
thousand. We have before u? a detailed table of the estimated numbers 
of Indians in the Mississippi valley. These tables give the names of 
sixty tribes; some of them of barbarous orthography, and sufficiently 
wide from the sounds of the names, by which these tribes choose to call 
themselves. The whole number is estimated at one hundred and three 
thousand. This, if we do not include the Indians west of the itocky 
mountains, of whjch we have no certain knowledge, is, probably, a large 
estimate. 

The gradual decrease and extinction of these tribes, oiie after the 
other, has been a theme of copious and melancholy reflection with 
benevolent and thinking men. By an easy transition, they have passed 
to charging the cause, as a crime of the darkest die to the whites, and 
to our country. A prevalent fashion and theme of declamation have 
their date, and their period, in our country; and for the time, that they 
are in fashion, pass unquestioned. We have thought, the common, loose 
wd bitter charges, which, in contemplating this subject, have been 
brought against our fathers and our country, ought «Lt least to admit of 
question. We have always had individuals in our country, who would 
constantly avail themselves of the opportunity, to distribute among them 
the poison of ardent spirits. But our govemnaent, it must be admitted. 
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has practised towards them a steady and dignified moderation, and an 
untiring forbearance. Its provisions, to prevent the sale of whiskey 
among them, have been severe, and in general faithfully carried into efl^t. 
The strictness of our laws in this respect is one of the most incessant 
themes of complaint on their part; and the manner, in which we with- 
hold whiskey from them, is considered by them, as the result of our 
covetousneds. Our government is exerting a constant effort, to hold the 
tribes leashed in, and to prevent them from destroying one another. Had 
it been our policy to exterminate the race, as it has been taxed, nothing 
more would have been necessary, than to unkennel the savages, excite 
their jealousies, and stir up their revenge, ai^d let them destroy each 
other. — But, on the contrary, it seems to have been the guiding maxim 
of the government, to do all practicable good, and to ward off all possi- 
ble evil from this devoted and unhappy race. 

In the ancient states, in the legislative halls, on the floor of congress, 
from the pulpit and the press, it has been the favonte theme of eloquence, 
and the readiest passport to estimation for philanthropy and benevolence, 
to bring up the guilt of having destroyed the past race of this people, 
and of having possessed ourselves of their lands. One would think, it 
had been discovered, that the population, the improvements, and the 
social happiness of our great political edifice, ought never to have been 
erected in place of these habitations of ciuelty. Let us pity them. Let 
us practice forbearance to the end. Let us send to them instruction, 
Christianity and the arts. They are not the less objects of our pity, 
and of our untiring benevolence, because the causes of their decay^ and 
extinction are found in their own nature and character, and the un- 
changeable order of things. It 4s as unchangeable, as the laws of nature, 
that savages should give place to civilized men, possessed of the strength, 
spirit and improvement of the social compact. We conceive, that it is 
not altogether owing either to the proximity of ihe whites, to ajdent 
spirits, or small pox, that the Indian tribes are constantly diminishing. — 
The ten thousand mounds in this valjey, the rude memorials of an im- 
mensely numerous former population, but to our view no more civilized, 
than the present races, are proo&, that the country was depopulated, 
when white men first became acquainted with it. If we can infer 
nothing else firom the mounds, we can clearly infer, that this country 
once had its millions. We dig up their pottery, where we make our 
com fields. We dig up their bones, when we level these mounds. They 
were, beyond doubt, a very rude people, and very laborious. Where are 
they now? Their places are occupied by a race, who were depopulating 
in their turn, when' our fore&thers first saw the country. We have no 
other grounds, on which to charge them with the guilt of having destroyed 
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the geaeratioBs, tbat are buried iu these mounds, than the circumstance, 
that when we first knew tliem, they were engaged, as t]iey are now, in 
constant and interminable wars with each other* Who of them owned 
the land, that we now inhabit? The races, that lie buried and forgotten 
on these plains; or the tribes, that advanced to-day, to dispoasees the 
present occupants, to be dispossessed in their turn by another race? We 
firmly^ believe, that all ideas of property in the lands, over which they 
roamed after game, or skulked in ambush, to kill one another, — all notions 
of a local property in these things, have been derived from seeing the 
▼ahie, which lands acquire from the occupancy of the whites. It is out 
of all question, that ages before tliey had seen white men, they were 
diuded, as now, into an hundred petty tribes, engaged, as but for the 
interference of our government they would now be, in endless and exter- 
minating wars, in which they dashed infants into the flames, drank the 
warm blood of their victim, or danced and yelled round the stake, where 
lie was consuming, in the fire. If they found the country, that pleased 
them, full of game, and unoccupied, they fixed ihemselves there peace- 
fully. If occupied, they made upon the occupants a war of extermina- 
tion. When their desires or caprices prompted them to wander to another 
region, they left nothing, but bark hovels, and a country, where game 
had become scarce, for one, where they could make new hovels of bark, 
and find game plenty. War was their amusement, prompted by their 
instinctive appetite. 

It is no crime of the present civilized races, that inhabit these regions, 
that their forefathers came over the sea, and enclosed lands, and cut 
down trees, where the Indians had hunted and fought. If they will not, 
and can notjabor, and cultivate the land, and lead a municipal life, they 
are in the same predicament with a much greater number of drunkards, 
idlers and disturbers of society, who are a charge and a burden upon it 
in all civilized ccwoamunities. Like them, they ought to be treated with 
tenderness; to be enlightened and reclaimed, if possible,* and, as far as 
may be, to be restrained fix>m hurting us, and each other. But it is surely 
as unjust, as it is preposterous, to speak of the prevalence of our race 
over theirs, as an evil; and from a. misjudging tenderness to them, do 
injustice to our own country, and the cause of human nature. 

They ^e evidently depopulating, not only in the proximity of our 
people, but in regions too remote, to be affected by our contiguity. 
Such is the case, as Pike and Long's exploring party, and the Spanish 
ranark, in tribes so remote from our borders, as scarcely to have heard 
of our government. There are, however exceptions to this rule. Tlie 
CherdLoes and the Chactaws increase in the country east of the Missis- 
sii^, almost in a ratio as great, as that of our people. It is earnestly 
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to be wished, that this standing and conclusive proof of the advantage of 
our hd)ils over theirs, will not be without its impression upon the other 
tribes. But it is much to he feared, that do what we may, all our schemes 
of benevolence to preserve them, as a distinct race, will prove abortive; 
and that they will soon be known only in history. 

As we have remarked some writers number sixty different tribes in 
tiiis valley. They are scattered over an immense extent of country. 
They inhabit a great variety of climates. They speak different langua- 
ges. They live on difierent kinds of food. There are differences of 
stature; and tribes of savages larger and smaUer, than the ordinary stat; 
ure of whites. There are differences of character, sensibility, inteUect, 
standards of opinion and morals, and very different usages; and yet, take 
all the varieties of the races in the different climates into one view, and 
there is, probably, a greater physical and moral resemblance among them 
than is seen among the inhabitants of any other region on the globe- 
Persons, who have seen the Chippeways of the north, or the Ca^^ of the 
south, have observed fair samples of the Indians over all this valley. 

In stature some tribes exceed, and some fall short of the medial stature 
of our people. The Dacotas, the Osages, and generally the savages of 
the middle regions of the Missouri, are something taller, than our people. 
The same may be observed of the Cherokees. The Shavenese and Dela- 
wares, and the Indians of the lakes and the upper Mississippi, appear to 
us to be shorter, than the whites. Their complexion is generally desig- 
nated by the term, ^ copper colored.^ It does not convey an exact idea 
of the complexion of the ^ red skins.^ It is something daricer than un- 
tarnished copper, and perhaps nearer the color of well smoked bacon. 
We have seen full blooded Indians, l>otl) of the north and of the souths 
but more frequently in the latter climate, as black as ordinary negroes. 
But, though the dark tinge was as intense, there is a shade of difference 
which the eye catches, and language cannot, between the black visage, 
of such an Indian, and a negro. Take the tribes together, there is little 
difference between the complexion of the northern and southern Indians. 
The same unchangeable tinge is visible even in the new bom children. 

There is no part of their external appearance, that more strongly dis- 
tinguishes them from all other people, than their hair. It is alvniys, in 
all their tribes, and under all circumstances, and in each of the sexes, 
black, until changed by age. But contrary to all, that has been asserted 
on this subject, we have seen an hundred instances where they were gray. 
The hair is generally described by another term, which, perhaps, does 
not raise very distinct impressions. It is said to be lank. There is a 
peculiaraspectinanlndiantress, which only speaks to the eye. It hangs . 
in knots which have a peculiar feeling; and looks, as though greased, 
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which it probably is. It is much finer than the hair of the horso^s mane 
bat in other respects resembles it. In mixtures with the whites, this 
singular and characteristic appearance of the hair, described with diffi- 
culty, but, when once seen, always remembered, remains distinctly visi* 
ble to the third generation. 

They are generally erect, and of fine forms, with few instances of ano- 
malous decrepitude and deformity. This, probably, results, partly from 
the manner, in winch the children are reared, unswathed, unspoiled by 
indulgence and mismanagement of misguided fondness; but more, per 
^aps, to the circumstance, that feeble children, weak from deformity or 
want of natural vigor, cannot endure the first hardships, with which 
nature salutes these frail beings on the threshold of existence. Nature 
cries aloud to them, as Volney has said it, ^ be strong, or die;^ and only 
the hardy and well fonned survive. They have cleaner limbs, not so 
muscular, and bodies with less tendency to corpulence, than the whites. 
Corpulent Indians are very rare; but we have seen two or three full 
blooded Indians as corpulent, as the best fed burghers of our cities. 
The legs, both of the male and the female, have a remaricable curve, still 
more distinguishable, than that of the negro. In walking, they are re- 
markable for placing one foot in a right line before the other, and seldom 
turn their toes from that right line. In this way they instantly discover 
the track of iheir own people, as distinct from ours. They walk, too, 
the one directly behind the other^ in what is called Indian file. We have 
ofren seen the husband and wife, the mother and daughter, the father 
and son; and even two equal aged young men, walking together, engaged 
apparently, in earnest conversation; but never advancing abreast The 
one is directly behhid the other. Their senses aie entire, acute, and 
, there are few anomalies from the general analogy of human conformation. 

The forehead is broad, and almost invariably retiring in a small de* 
gree. We scarcely remember to have noticed a projecting forehead. 
The nose is prominent, and the base of the nostrils has a remarkable 
expansion; and in the male it is mote conmionly aquiline, than otherwise. 
The lips are intermediate between the common thinness of the whites» 
and thicknessof the negroes. The cheek bones are hig^, and marked ; 
Imd the fiice, in the line below the eyes, uncommonly wide, — and on 
this part of the face is strongly ilnpr^sed the contour, that marks the 
Indian variety of the human countenance. The eyes are almost invariably 
black; but of a shade of blackness, very distinct from what we call such in 
the whites. We have the black eye of Italians and Spaniards, idiichhas a 
color and expression ; tmlike the black eye of the Indians. — ^There is some- 
thing in their gait, too, apart firom the crookedness of their legs; their 
dress, or their manner of placing their feet the one before the other? 
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which enables us, at a great distance, to distinguish an advancing Indian 
from a white. 

The squaw has a distinctly female conformation, and a delicacy of 
rounding in the limbs, as distinct from the harsher and more muscu-^ 
lar and brawny form of tibe male, still more strongly marked, than in our 
race. It seems a refutation, directly in point, of the system of those 
female philosophers, who have asserted, that the frailer form of the female 
was only owing to their Want of exposure, and the early gymnastic habits 
of the male. It is notorious, that the squaws are the drudges, the ani- 
mals of burden, among this race, from their infancy. But they have the 
female delicacy of limb, and contour of joint, and slendemcss of hand 
and foot, notwithstanding as distinctly marked, as if they had been 
reared in indolence and luxury. The legs have the same curve with 
those of the male. We have scarcely seen an instance, where the female 
fece was not broad and oval. The nose is flattened, scarcely ever 
aquiline, and for the most part resembles that of the negro. They have 
a much greater uniformity of face, ux this respect than the male. The 
effluvia efiused from their bodies, both male and female, when in high 
perspiration, has been oflen remarked by observers to be less disagree^ 
able, than that of other races, in similar circumstances. Some have 
supposed this to arise from their almost universal use of unguents from 
fragrant herbs; others that they have a less copious and disagreeable 
perspiration. Be the cause what it may, all people, who have been much 
among the Indians, agree in the fact. 

In their moral habits, although no people on the globe will endure 
severer privations, will be more active, or travel farther, or hunt longer, 
or perform more incredible exploits of activity and daring, in their wars 
and in the chase, they must still be pronounced on the whole, a lazy 
people. They often pass from the extremes of travail and toil to the 
most perfect indolence. , Like their dogs, they will scour their thickets 
all day in the chase; and like them, as soon as their toils are suspended, 
they sink either to sleep, or a dozing and half unconscious existence. 
The history of ihe life of a warrior, is a history of these constant altema- 
nations. But the idea of the steady and unremitting industry of the 
whites is intolerable to them.^ The history of the Indians, from the be- 
ginning, is full of this fact. The Spaniards could never bring thc^Indians 
of the islands to the steady labors of agriculture. They have been a 
thousand times enslaved in North America; but the instance is scarcely 
on record, where an Indian, male or female, became a diligent slave* 
With them the stimulant effect of the chase, fostered by early training, 
and associated with the idea, that success in it confers the next honors 
to those of war, and is one of their means of existence; or the still higher 
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excitements of ambition and revenge; goading them to war, are the only 
adequate motives to overcome their natural indolence. Their excite- 
ments removed, the vagrant propensities of a life without object or pur- 
suit, are with them an overwhelming instinct, in opposition to daily and 
unremitting industry. Extreme avarice in those, who have become suc- 
cessful cultivators, has supplied a motive of s\iflScient energy to induce 
them to mental exertion, in order to procure slaves. But wherever we 
have passed fields contiguous to Indian villages^ the mean and miserable 
enclosures, the maize jJanted out of rows, and crowded together at une- 
qual distances; in short, the whole appearance of their cultivation, was 
sufficiently indicative of Indian character, that labor vras their strange 
work, and that even their more industrious women and children were 
but poor and careless cultivators. 

In regard to their moral character and dispositions, their modes of 
existence, their domestic habits, their amiableness, or unamiableness, dif^ 
ferent writers have taken very difierent views. Some have extolled their 
condition, as comprising the highest felicity of human existence; and 
their manners and morals, as the utmost perfection of human nature. 
Such were the dreams of Rosseau; and under the pen of Chataubriand, 
they were transformed into a kind of amiable and happy Arcadians. 
Volney described them^from observation; and tlie little, that he has said 
of them, shows great exactness, and depth of research, and describes 
more of the real character and condition, than whole volumes, written by 
others.. Heckewelder had lived with a particular tribe, — ^had identified 
his feelings^ and almost his afiections with them and their interests. 
Having a very narrow circle of observation, every thing m that circle 
became magnified out of proportion. Their dim, and probably fabulous 
traditions, were to him matter of sober history. His views of them do 
more credit to the benevolence of his heart, than to the discriminating 
powers of his mind; and are not exactly the data, on which a philosopher 
would form his opinions of the Indian character. About the character, 
scarcely any two writers have been agreed; and we have accounts of 
th^m almost diametrically opposite. Charlevoix was one of the first 
observers of the savages of Canada and the West. He saw tliem, loo, 
under circumstances favorable for the developement of their real charac- 
ter; before their manners were sophisticated, or altered by communica- 
tion with the whites. He has given us, perhaps, the most faithful account 
of the savages, that has been given. It accords with the views, that they 
have presented to us, at the present day. On the whole, his picture is 
that of a race, taken as a whole, neither amiable, nor happy. We cannot 
expect to settle the collisions of opinion upon this point. The brevity 
of our limits confines us to a few passing remarks. We rfiall give some 
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of their general traits, such as appear to us to be common to the race, 
and of which all, that have been extensively acquainted with Indian 
character and manners, will acknowledge the fidelity. 

As a race, they have countenances, that are generally unjoyous, stem 
and ruminating. It is with them either gloomy taciturnity, or bacchana- 
lian revel. When you hear Indians laughing, you may generally infex, 
that they are intoxicated. An Indian seldom jests ; generally speaks low, 
and under his breath; and loquacity is with him an indication of being a 
a trifling personage, and of deeds inversely less, ss his words are more. 
Even the young men and the boys have a sullen, moody and thoughtful 
countenance; and seem to have little of that elastic gaiety, with which 
the benevolence of Providence has endowed the first days of the exist- 
ence of most other beings. From this general remark, we ought, perhaps, 
to except the squaw, who shows some analogy of nature to the white 
female. ' She has quicker sensibilities, is more easUy excited; and when 
out of sight of iier husband, or her parents, to whom these things aie mat- 
ters of eq)ionage and ofaf^er reprehension, she laughs and converses, and 
seems ccmscious of a pleasurable existence. 

Thie males evidently have not the quick sensibilities, the acute percep- 
tions of most other races. They do not easily or readily sympathize 
with external nature. None but an overwhehning excitement can arouse 
them. They seem callous to all the passions, but rage. The instances, 
that have been given in such glowing colors, of their females having felt 
and displayed thepasssion of love towards individuals of the whites, with 
such devoted constancy, have, no doubt, existed. But they were excep- 
tions — anomalies from the general character. We have seen fathers in 
their cabins caressing their children ; but even their caressing was of their 
customary moody and stem character, and as if they were ashamed to do 
it. They are apparently a sullen, melancholy and musing race, who ap- 
pear to have whatever they have of emotion, or excitement, on ordinary 
occasions going on in the inner mi^« Every, one has .remarked, how 
little surjmse they express for* whatever is new, strange, or striking. 
Their contmual converse with woods, rocks and sterile deserts, virith the 
roar of winds and storms, and the solitude and gloom of the wilderness; 
their aj^rent exile from social nature; their alternations of satiety and 
hunger, their continual exposure to danger; their uncertain existence; 
their constant struggle with nature to maintain it; the little hold, which 
their aflections seem to have upon life; the wild, savage and hostile 
nature, that incessantly surrounds them; — these circumstances seem to 
have impressed a steady and unalterable gloom upon their countenances. 
If there be, here and there among them, a young man, who feels the 
freshness and vivacity ofyouthfnl existence, and shows any thing of the 
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gaiety and Toktility of other animab in such circumstances, though 
otherwise bom to distinction, he is denounced, as a trffling thing; and 
the silent and sullen young savage will naturally take the place of him* 
They seem to be bom with an instinctive determination, to be, as much 
as possible, independent of nature and society, and to concentrate, as 
much as possible, within themselves an existence, which at any moment 
they seem willing to lay down. 

Their impassible fortitude and endurance of suffering, their contempt 
i^pain and death, invest their character with a kind of moral grandeur. 
It IB to be doubted, whether some part of this vaunted stoicism be not 
the result of a more than ordinary degree of physical insensibility. It 
has been said, with how much tmth we know not, that in amputation 
and other surgical operations, their nerves do not shrink, or show the 
same tendency to spasm, with those of the whites. When the savage, to 
explain his insensibility to cold, called upon the white man to recollect 
how little his own face was affected by it, in consequence of constant 
exposure, the savage added * my body is all face.^ This increasing in- 
sensibility, transmitted from generation to generation, finally becomes 
inwrought with the whole web of animal nature, and the body of the 
savage at last approximates the insensibility of the hoofs of horses. Con- 
sidering the necessary condition of savage existence, this temperament 
is the hfghest boon of Providence. Of course no ordinary stimulua 
excites them to action. Few of the common motives, excitements or 
endearments operate upon them at all. Most of the things, that move 
us, they either do not feel, or hold in proud disdain. The horrors of their 
dreadful war&re; the infernal rage of their battles^ the demoniac fury of 
gratified revenge; the alternations of hope and despair in their gambling, 
to which they are addicted, eVen beyond the whites; the bmtal exhilara- 
tion of drunk^mess; — ^these are their pleasurable excitements. These 
are the things, that awaken them to a strong and joyous consciousness of 
existence. When these excitements arouse the imprisoned energies of 
their long and sullen meditations, it is like iEolus uncaging the whirl* 
winds. The t(»nahawk flies with unpitying and unsparing fury; and the 
writhing of their victims inspires a horrible joy. Let the benevolent 
make every exertion to ameliorate their character and condition. Let 
Christianity arouse every effort to convey her pity, mercy and immortal 
hopes to their mgged bosoms. But surely it is preposterous to admire 
the savage character in the abstract. Let us never undervalue the com- 
fort and security of municipal and civilized life; nor the sensibilities^ 
charities and endearments of our own homes. The happiness of savages, 
steded against sympathy and feeling, at war with nature, with the 
elements, and with each other, can have no existence, except in the 
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visionary dreaming of those, who never contemplated their actaal 
condition. 

It is curious to remark, that different as are their standards of opinion 
from ourst in the main they have much the same notion of a good and 
respectable man, that we have. If we Qiark the passion for military dis 
play among our race, and observe what point is assigned by common 
feeling, as well as history to military prowess, we shall hardly consider it 
a striking difference from our nature, that braveiy and daring co mm and 
the first place in their homage. Their whole training, from their first to 
their last hour, inculcates the maxim, that courage is every thmg. But 
apart firom these views, the traits of character, that entitle a man to the 
appellafion of virtuous and good among us, have the same bearing upoa 
the estimation of the Indians. In conversing with them, we are struck 
with surprise, to observe how widely and deeply the obligations of truth, 
constancy, honor, generosity and forbearance are felt and understood 
among them. 

It has been often observed by foreign writers, and the sentiment 
has been echoed by philosophers of our own country, that they were 
less subject to desire, and that the sexual propensities weie weaker in 
their race, than in ours; and they have evidenced the want of beard in 
the males, as a physical proof. The Indians are as particular, as the 
Parisians, not to depart from their own modes and fiuihions. But we have 
occasionally seen a savage, who had the courage or the affectation to be 
singular, and such a person has a beard, that would not do discredit to 
an Oriental. It is well known, that one of the most general and trouble- 
some employments of the young Indians is, to pull out the starting crop 
of beard with tweezers. We know not if their beard would grow natur- 
ally as abundant, as that of the whites. But if it would not, it is un- 
questionably owing to other causes, than want of natural vigor. Labor, 
a diet often meagre from necessity, exposure, and the indulgence of pas- 
sions of a deeper character, as ambition, vindictiveness and the appetite 
for war, would probably weaken, if not extinguish, in whites, passions, 
which are fostered in indolence, plenty and repose. But when savages 
aro placed in situations favorable to the developement and indulgence 
of animal desires, we have seen no indications that they are feebler, o^ 
less intense in them, than in the whites. When we look upon the wild 
and naked elements, upon which, in some sense, their children are cast; 
when we consider how unfavorable is their situation for rearing children, 
we are astonished, at seeing so many in their cabins. Of the squaws, 
that we have seen, of mature age, a very great proportion of them had 
their babe, either swinging in its bark cradle, suspended between two 
trees; or if the mother was travelling, hung to her back by the usual 
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Strings, pMsed over her shoulders, compressed to her back by a bark cage, 
not unlike the shell of a tortoise. Its copper colored nose is seen peeping 
from this cage, like that of a tortoise from its shell; and even the infimts 
9&em to feel, that crying is to no purpose; and its note of grief is 
seldmn heard. 

It is to be lamented, that the intercourse of the whites auKHig them has 
been calculated to convey any impressions of them, rather than those of 
the philosophers, of whom we have spoken. Numberless fatal cases of 
jealousy are recorded of their young warriors, in reference to the depcHrt- 
m^it of our people towards their women, while among them. The man- 
ners of oor people, in this intercourse, have too often been an outrage 
opon decency and humanity. There are but few tribes, among whom 
the passing American sojourner, if he have any respectability of appear- 
ance, does not receive the oflfer of a daughter, or perhaps the wife of his 
host, as a temporary companion. Almost every Ammican trader and 
resident among them has an Indian wife; and but too often, wives in the 
region, which they left. In Long's first expedition an instance of this 
sort is recorded, of the deep and devoted constancy of afl^tion on the 
part of the young Indian wife, and thrilling proofs of the struggle be- 
tween maternal and conjugal affection. The whole story is characteristic; 
and reflects as much honor upon the Indian wife and mother, as it does 
shame and contempt oik the base and cold blooded perfidy of the American 
husband. 

In all the Indian tribes, they have contrived to emulate the most polished 
and civilized people in the extent of prostitution, practised among them; 
and the degraded subjects have the same estimation in the one country 
and the other. Unnatural vices, fornication and adultery prevail among 
many of the tribes, do doubt, to a great extent; but taking into view the 
opportunities in the solitude of the desert, the smallness of their socie- 
ties, and the diminished influence of opinion, that results from it; taking 
into view, that they have no laws, but indefinite opinion, no religion, and 
no visible restraints,^— the state of morals in these respects is far purer, 
than would naturally be expected. Instead of admiring, that these vices 
are practised among them, but, perhaps, not to a greater degree, than in 
civilized countries, it is to a thinking mind matter of astonishment, that 
there is so much decorum and restraint in these respects, as there is. We 
feel constrained, too, to place this decorum among themselves, and that 
astonishing delicacy, with which they deport themselves tovirards white 
females, that fall into their power, to a more honorable cause, than the 
destitution of passions. When we have passed various Indian tribes 
encamped near together, in company with ladies, we have observed die 
same manners, and the same indications of what was passing in ^ir 
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minds^ that we should expect to see in untrained and low people anKHig 
ourselves; nor have we ever believed for a moment, that the prq>en- 
sitieB of nature are not as strong, under similar circumstances, in themi 
as in us. 

There are different standards of morals among them, as there are 
among the white nations. With some tribes adultery is a venial oflfence; 
and in others it is punished with mutilation, death, or the handing over 
the degraded female to the males of the tribe. The instance of a young 
fM]uaw, who is a mother before marriage, is a very uncommon occurrence; 
nor have we as much faith, as others, in their adroitness at procuring 
abortion. In the case of a young Indian woman the fact of pregnancy 
could not be hidden. 

The modes of managing marriage are as various, as among the whites. 
If there be any prevalent custom among the tribes, it is, that the parents 
manage the matter; and the young warrior in the morning finds the 
squaw, elected by the parents, sitting in his quarters, with whatever she 
is expected to bring, as a dowry, removed with her. It sometimes, but 
not often, happens, that he enters his dissent, and she returns vnth her 
baggage to her mother. It is an universal custom to marry as many 
wives, as the warrior or hunter pleases. This is an afiair, accurately 
prescribed by custom. If a young hunter has been for a length of time 
very successful in hunting, Hke a rich Turk, he is authorized by q[Mnion 
to take as many wives, as he has proved himself able to maintain. 

Jealousy in this case, and in all other cases, show? itself under the 
same forms, which it would naturally assume among our people. In 
Long^s first expedition, we have a very amusing account of the manner, 
in which a wife deports herself, when her husband happens to manifest 
a greater fondness for another wife. Sometimes the favorite, to avoid 
her tongue, teeth and nails, flies with her husband to the campaign or 
hunt. At others, in dread of her life, she returns to her parents. When 
Ae two wives quarrel, whatever be the taciturnity of the husband, there 
is no want of words between tiie vnves. The husband, squat on his 
hams, vnth his pipe in his mouth, and his head half covered, and his eyes 
half dosed, effects to be dozing, while they rate each other. If the 
contest of words goes on to blows, as is often the case, he arises with the 
stem air of a judge, and parts them, with a manner, that indicates which 
is the favorite. The wives generally find one lodge too narrow for both 
to inhabit together. The Indian spends his time, perhaps, in equal 
portions between them. But if he happens to spend more time with the 
one than the other, when he returns to the neglected wife, she manifests 
her view of the case by kicking his dog, throwing his food on the ground, 
and admitting him with great frankness into her thoughts of him and his 
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fayorite. The more our species aie studied, the more clearly it ia foundy 
that the human heart is every where the same. 

It is heyond all question, that some of the tribes now occasicmally 
practise cannibalism; and that before the new world was visited by the 
whites, it was a custom generally, if not universally prevalent among 
them. The imperceptible influence of the horror, with whidi this practise 
is regarded by the whites, has made its way among them; and, little as 
they are disposed to confess, that they are swayed by our opinions, the 
earnestness with which they deny the existence of the practise at present 
in their tribes, and with which they attempt to vindicate their ancestors 
from the charge, is an incontestible admission of the influence, which 
our opinions exercise over them. 

It would extend these remarks beyond our object, to give extensive 
and general details of Indian manners and modes of life. An important 
era with the youth of all the tribes is that, when they pass from minority 
to the duties and estimation of warriors and hunters.. This period is 
celebrated with great solemnity. It is well known, that hunting is the 
serious business, and war the important amusement and pleasure of their 
lives. The manner, in which they conduct these pursuits, is sufficioitly 
well known. Their modes of constructing their habitations vary, accord- 
ing as they dwell in a country of forests or prairies, or northern or 
southern climate. Although in the very few instances, in which the 
savages have become cultivators in good earnest, they may have conr 
structed good houses, the far greater portion aim at nothing nK)re, than 
the frailest and rudest cabin. Yet in the construction of these, there are 
the same difierences, as are seen in the cabins of the backwoods men. 
Some are extremely rude; and some are framed with ingenious and 
persevering reference to comfort and utility. The same diflerences are 
visible in the internal arrangement and keeping of the cabin. In most 
instances the interior is filthy and uncomfortable, beyond the endurance 
of any but a savage. We have been in others, where the neatly matted 
floor, or the earth covered with the fresh verdure of the pabnetto, and the 
neatness of all the accompaniments, gave the scene such an air of com- 
fort, as created a train of pleasant associations with the place. 

Like all ignorant people, unable to trace the relation between results 
and causes, they are beyond all other people superstitious. It may be 
laid down, as an universal trait of the Indian character. The warrior, 
who braves death a thousand times and in every form in the fury of battle 
carries, with him to the combat a little charmed bag of filthy and disgust- 
ing ingredients, in which be places no little reliance, as security against 
the balls and arrowq, that are fired upon him. They are much addicted 
to faith in dreams. One of the dreamers, the day before alert, confident 
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uid intrepicl, awakes the next morning, subdued and timid. He paints 
one side of his face black. He subjects himself to the most rigorous 
abstinence and fasting. Nothing can induce him to indulge or taste 
food, until the interdict has passed away. He has dreamed an unfavora* 
ble dream. Such astonishing hold have these dreams upon their mihd^ 
that a warrior has been known to assume the dress, the duties^ the 
drudgery, and, what is infinitely more humiliating to an Indian, the 
estimaticm and standing of a squaw, in consequence of one of these 
dreams. 

This great tendency to superstition in an Indian mind furnishes strong 
inducements to ingenious and bold impostors among them, to assume the 
character of jugglers, quacks, medicine men and prophets. Our country 
had a terrible proof of the efficacy of this assumption, in the case of the 
^ Shawnee prophet,^ and inferior men of the same character, during the 
late war. A chief among the savages of the Missouri exercised, through 
the influence of fear, a long and severe authority over Indians, by whom 
he was abhorred. He had a medicine bag of terrible efficacy; and his 
enemies fell on his right hand and on his left. It was a received opinion 
in his tribe, that his wish had a withering and fatal influence on whom- 
soever he directed it^ After his death, his grand medicine was found to 
be arsenic. 

Every thing with them, of great efficacy and power, that is inexplica- 
ble, is a ^ medicine;^ and the medicine men among them have the next 
degree of consideration to chiefs and noted warriors. We have conversed 
with Indians, who were atheists, and treated as fabulous all notions of 
the immortality of the soul; and defended their opinions with as much 
ingenuity, as abandoned people of the lower orders among ourselves, 
who profess to hold the same opinions. But in some shape or form, 
almost all savages admit the being of a God. and the immortality of the 
soul. The Great Spirit is termed in many of their languages, * Wahcart- 
dah^ or Master of Life. Storm and thunder are manifestations of his 
wrath ; and success in war and hunting, of his favor. Many of the tribes 
have forms of prayer, in the use of which they are regular and earnest^ 
particularly when starting on expeditions of hunting or war. — Their 
prophets occasionally give out, that they have had communications with 
this Spirit, who has made himself visibly manifest to them, in the form 
of some bird or beast; and they paint their faces black, and observe 
great mystery on the occasion ; and thence derive their pretensiims to proph- 
ecy, and to be treated with the deference of ^ medicine men.^ Their 
notions of the condition of departed spirits are such, as we might expect 
from their character and condition. In some distant regions of a southern 
temperature, they place the home of the worthy departed in the country 
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of < brave and free' spirits, who pass to that country of game and good 
cheer over a bridge, scarcely wider than a hair, suspended over a yawning 
gulf. They, who have firm hearts and feet, and unblenching oouate- 
nances, — that is to say, who were good warriors in life, pass safely over 
th^ bridge; while the timid and trembling fall into the gulf below. 

Though they will sometimes talk of these matters ^th great earnest- 
ness and apparent conviction, yet, we believe, of all people, that have 
been known o» the earth, their thoughts, hopes and fears dwell the least 
on any thmg beyond this life. It seems to be inexplicable to th^^, that 
any part of their conduct here can have any bearing upon theirconditioii 
hereafter. If they can be comfortable, and gain their points in this life, 
they concern themselves veiy little about what will happen to them in 
the life to come. Of course adult savages have too often been found 
hopeless subjects, upon whom to bestow the pure and sublime truths 
of OUT gospel. The days of the Brainards and Elliots seem to have gone 
by; or the western and southern savages are more hopeless subjects for 
conversion, than those of the north. They have certainly been found 
utterly destitute of the plastic docility of the Mexican and Peruvian 
Indians. Charlevoix has given, as a characteristic trait of the Canadian 
and western savages of this day, one, that has been found equally apfAJt- 
cable to them at the present time. They listen with apparent docility 
and attention to otur expositions of our religion, our feith, and our hopes; 
and assent to all, and admit, that this may all be true, in relation to indi- 
viduals of our race. They relate in turn their own fables, their own 
^im and visionary notions of a God and hereafter; and exact the same 
docility and complaisance to their creed, which they yielded to ours. 

In respect to the lesser morals, all savages in this region are hospitable. 
Even the enemy, whom they would have sought, and slain far from their 
cabins, who presents himself fearlessly there, claims, and receives thdr 
hospitality. They accord to the cabin heardi the honors and the sanctity 
of an asylum. A great number of instances are on record, of savages 
of hostile tribes, obnoxious to the most deadly revenge of particular vrlt- 
riors, presenting themselves on a sudden before those warriors, and 
oflfering their bosoms to the knife. This heroism often not only disarms 
revenge, but with admiration excites more generous feelings and brings 
about a peace between the contending tribes. That part of our charac- 
ter, which they are the last to understand, is that when we have received 
in their villages the most ample hospitality, they, in returning the Tisit, 
should find, that our strangers lodged in taverns. 

We have not the same plenary faith in their tenacious remembrance of 
kindnesses, and the certainty of our dependence upon the constancy of 
their friendship. We consider them a treacherous people, easily swayed 
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ftom their purpose, paying their court to the divinity of good fortune, 
and always ready to side with the strongest. We should not rely upon 
their feelings of to-day, as any pledge for what they will be to-morrow. 

They are wdl known for their voraciousness of appetite. They endure 
hunger and thirst, as they do pain and death, with astonishing patience 
and constancy. When they kill a deer, a bufialo, or a bear, afler a long 
abstinence, they will devour an enormous quantity of the flesh. Their 
fatal and devoted attachment to ardent spirits is mattcy of melancholy 
notoriety. In all their councils, and talks and conferences with the 
officers of the government, from lake Erie to the Rocky mountains, the 
first and the last request is ^ whiskey.^ This is the only point, upon 
which it is useless to appeal to the feelings of honer and shame in an 
Indian. Declaim, as we may, against the use of it ; paint the ill effects of 
it, as strongly as we choose; speak with as much contempt as we may, 
of drunkards; their best and their bravest still clamor for whiskey. 
Schoolcraflt gives us a characteristic anecdote to this effect. A noted 
Pottawattomie chief presented himself to the American agent at Chicago, 
as a good man, and a good friend to the AoKricans, and concluded with 
the usual request for whiskey. The reply was, that the agent did not 
give whiskey to good Indians; that such neither asked for it, nor drank it, 
when offered; that it was bad Indians only, who asked for whiskey. 

The Indian replied with great quickness, in brok^ English, ^ Med n 

rascal.^ 

All words would be thrown away in attempting to pourtray in Just 
colors the effects of whiskey upon such a race. It is, indeed, the heaviest 
curse, that their intercourse with the whites has entailed upon them. 
Every obligation of duty, as philanthropists and Christians, imposes 
upon us all possible efforts to prevent the extirpation of the whole race; 
the inevitable consequence of their having free access to this liquid 
poison. We have adverted to the stem and rigorous prohibitions of 
the general government, and the fidelity with which they are generally 
carried into effect; yet, in some way or other, wherever Americans have 
access, Indians have whiskey. It is understood, that the laws of the 
state governments and of the general government are not in concert upon 
this subject. It is matter of undoubted fact, that in the states, the Indians 
find much less difficulty in procuring whiskey, than in the territories; 
and of course intoxication is far more common. The duties of the 
states imperiously call upon them, to fi^ame laws in unison with those of 
the general government, and to unite with that, to prevent these unhq>py 
beings from exercising their suicide propensities. 

It lias been inferred, because they make it a point, not to express as- 
tonishment, op curiosity, in view of our improvements and arts, that they 
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have little cariosity; and because they seem to hold them in contempt 
and disdain^ that they have nothing analogous to the cupidity, vanity, or 
pride of the whites. They are, unquestionably, a very proud race; and 
their pride induces them to affect indifference, and to hold those things in 
apparent omtempt, which they ore conscious they can not obtain. As 
r^fards their vanity, we have not often had the fortune to contemplate a 
young squaw at her toilette. But from the studied arrangement of her 
calico jacket, fiom the glaring circles of vermillion on her round &ce^ 
from the artifidal manner, in which her hair is clubbed, and from the 
time, which Afi occupies in completing these arrangements, we infer, 
that dress and personal ornament occupy the same portion of her thoughts 
that they do of tlto &8hionable woman of civilized society. A young 
Indian warrior, is notoriously the most thorough going beau in the 
world. Broadway and Bond street, furnish no subjects, that will spend 
as much time, or endure as much crimping and confinemait, to appear in 
full dress. We think, that we have observed such a character, constantly 
employed with his paints and hi^ pocket glass for three full hours, laying 
on his paints, and arranging his tresses, and contemplating with visible 
satisioction, frcun time to time, the progress of his attractions. The chiefe 
and warriors in full dress have one, two or three clasps of silver about 
their arms, generally jewels in their ears, and often in dieir nose; and 
nothing is more common, than to see a thin, circular {uece of silver, of 
the size of a dollar, hanging from their nose, a little below their upper 
lip» This ornament, so horribly inconvenient, seems to be one of the 
highest Indian taste. Painted poreuinne quills are twirled in their hair. 
Tails of animals hang from the hair behmd; or from the point, where 
tiiey were originally appended to the animal. A necklace of bears^ or ali- 
gator's teeth, or claws of the bald eagle, or common red beads, or wanting 
theae^a kind of rosary of red hawthorns, hangs about the neck. From 
the knees to the feet Ihe legs are ornamented with great numbers of little 
perforated cylindrical pieces of silver or brass, that tinkle, as the person 
walks. If to all this, he add an American hat, and a soldier^s coat of 
blue, fiiced with red, over the customary calico shirt, he steps firmly on 
the ground, to give to his tinklers a simultaneous noise, and apparently 
considers his person with as much complacency, as the human bosom 
can be supposed to feel. This is a very curtailed view of an Indian 
beau, and faithful, as far as it goes, to the description of almost every 
young Indian at a great public dance. 

So many faithful prints, have recentiy been presented to the public of 
the Indian figure and costume, that most of those, who have not seen the 
living subject, have definite views of it The males for the most part 
wear leggins, sitting closely from the loins to the ancles generally of 
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smoke-tanned dear skin, sometimes of blue cloth. Those, who inhabit 
beyond the range of the bufialo, wear a blanket, thrown looaely oyer the 
shoulders ; and those, who live in the region of the bufl^o, wear a dressed 
skin of that animal Their moccasins are ornamented with extreme carei 
with different cobred porcupine quills, arranged in lin£» and compart- 
ments. But in the sultry months, they are often seen with no other 
dress, than a piece of blue cloth, in the language of the country, ^ stroud- 
ing,^ passed between the thighs, and brought round the loins. In regions 
contiguous to the whites, they have generally a calico shirt of the finest 
colors; and they are particularly attached to a long calico dress, reswn- 
bling a morning gown. 

The women have a calico jacket, leggins, not mch unlike those of 
the men, and wherever they can afford it, a blue broadcloth petticoat. 
We do not remember to have seen Indians either male or femate, afiect 
any other colors, than red or bhie. The thick, heavy, black tresses of 
hair are parted on the forehead, and skewered with a quill or thorn in a 
large club behind. 

They have various dances, to which they are extravagantly attached; 
and which often have, as did the dances of the old time, a religious 
character. The aged council chiefs drum, and the young warriors dance 
with gieat vehemence, beating the ground with their feet. They pursue 
the business vrith a vigor, which causes the perspiration to pour firom 
their bodies. They have the wax, the council, the feast, and the dog 
dance ; and tunes corresponding to the different objects. The tunes are 
very monotonous, running through only three or four notes, and con- 
stantly recurring to the same strain. In most of the tribes, the women 
take no part in the song or dance. — Among some of the tribes, we 
have heard the women chime in on the last note. 

Incredible stories are related of the powers of their jugglers and moun- 
tebanks. Many of their alleged feats never tock place, except in the 
imaginations of the ignorant people, who related them. But they have 
undoubtedly, a rigidity of muscle, a callousness of nerve, and a cwitempt 
of pain and wounds, that enable them to achieve swallowing fire, putting 
knives and swords down their throats, and such like exploits with great 
success. To create admiration is of course a passion with them; and 
this desire incites them to thought and study, in order to learn the mystic 
art of legerdemain, in which they certainly attain no inconsiderable pi^ 
ficiency. l%eir medicine men are a kind of jugglers* and there is much 
ceremony and affectation of mystery, in the preparing and administering 
their medicines. The most amusing part of this business is, that the 
scaramouch who has gone through ^1 the ceremonies, and prepared the 
medicine, generally takes it himself. We have httle faith in their 
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boGusted acquaintance with remedies, from their own vegetable kingdom. 
We have remarked, that when they were near our settlements, their 
sick are in the habit of applying to our physicians. 

The Indian head is such, as we would suppose the craniologists would 
select, as finely moulded for intelligence. In this respect he would 
probably place them, as a race, beside tho homo sapaiens Europceus. 
We have seen them in every position, to try native acuteness. We have 
taught their young. We consider them naturally a shrewd, intelligent 
people, with heads capable of the highest mental developement in every 
department of thought, in as great a degree, as our own race. They 
have, probably, as much curiosity, but a more stem perseverance in the 
effort to suppress it. The first time that they witness a steam boat, they 
never suppress the outward ^pression of their admiration, and their emr 
phatic^tigA/^ 

Languages. It can not be expected, that we should dismiss this 
article, which with every effort to curtail it, has grown up under our hands^ 
without remarking upon their languages. In all their dialects we sus- 
pect, that, like the Chinese, their words were originally but of one syllable. 
— Every word, then, of more than one syllable, has been formed in the 
progress of advancing ideas among them, by a corresponding com- 
bination of ideas. * Having few abstractions among their ideas, and 
knowing and caring little about our complex combinations of thought, 
conversable wholly with tangible and visible matters, their expressions 
are paintings of sensible ideas with the coloring matter of woids. Wlien- 
ever we undertake to convey to them a connected chain of abstract ideas, 
they turn to us for a while with a complacent inclination of the head, and 
apply their hand to their ear, with the sign, so readily understood by all 
Indians to imply, that they are deaf. Their manner of numbering, evi- 
dences the extreme simplicity of their language. We have requested 
of all the tribes, with which we have been conversant, their terms of 
numbering, as far as an hundred. In some the terms are simple as far as 
ten. In others dx is five-one, eeven five-two, and so on. Beyond ten 
they generally count by reduplication of the ten. This they peiform by 
a mechanical arithmetic, intricate to explain, but readily aj^prehended by 
the eye. Some of the tribes are said to be perplexed in their attempts to' 
number beyond an hundred. When the question turned upon any pointy 
that involved great numbers, we have generally heard them avail them- 
selves of an English word, the first, we believe, and the most universally 
understood by savages-*-heap ! We have read, that in some of their lan- 
guages, there are subtleties of structure, and nice shades of divisions of 
time, in the tenses of their verbs, that transcend even the famed exact- 
ness and finish of the Greek. There is something inexplicable, it must be 
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admitted, in the combinations and artificial structure of the language of 
a people of such extreme simplicity of thought. 

We profess to know little of the origin of these languages. We suspect, 
that a life might be spent in studying them in the closet to very little pur- 
pose. The savages vary their meaning by the acc^it and intondtion, which 
they give their words, still more than the French. We fear, that a printed 
page of Indian words, most carefully and accurately noted by the marks of 
accent and sound in our dictionaries, could hardly be read by an unpractised 
American so as to be intelligible to the Indian, whose language they 
purport to be. We suf^pose the Muskogee Und Cherdcee to be the 
patriarchel dialects of the south; the Chippeway and Dacota, of the 
Indians of the lakes and the upper Mississippi; and the Osage and 
Pawnee, of the Savages of Missouri, Arkansas and Red river. We should 
not forget, that they have a language of signs^ — the Latin, or comm<ni 
language, by which all the tribes converse with each other. It is a trite 
maxim, that necessity is the mother of invention; and it is inconceivable, 
except by those who have witnessed it, how copious and expressive a 
language they have formed with signs. In Long^s first expedition a full 
and accurate vocabulary of this language is given. 

After all, that, which has struck us in contemplating the Indians with 
the most astonishment and admiration, is the invisible but universal 
energy of the operation and influence of an inexplicable law, which has, 
wheits it operates, a more certain and controlling power, than all' the 
municipal and written laws of the whites united. There is despotic 
rule, without any hereditary or elected chfef. There are chiefs with 
great power, who cannot tell when, where, or how they became such. There 
is perfect unanimity in a question involving the existence of a tribe, 
where every member belonged to the wild and fierce democracy of nature, 
and could dissent, without giving a reason. A case occurs, where it is 
prescribed by custom, that an individual should be punished with death. 
Escaped far from the control of his tribe, and as free as the winds, this 
invisible tie is about him; and he returns, and surrenders himself to 
justice. His accounts are not settled, and he is in debt; he requests 
delay, till he shall have accomplished his summer^s hunt. He finishes it, 
pays his debt, and dies with a constancy, which has always been, in all 
views of Indian character, the theme of admiration. 

A serious question occurs in conclusion. What is the prospect of 
bringing to these rugged and comfortless beings, apparently the outcasts 
of nature and dviliiuttion, the moulding, the guidance and hopes of the 
Gospel? — ^The gloomy fact must be admitted, that but little has yet been 
done. Pious and devoted Catholic missionaries have carried their lives 
in their hands, have renounced all earthly hopes, and have lived and died 
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among tbem, to carry them the gospel. The Protestants have not been 
behind them in these labors of love. But after the lapse of more than a ' 
century, scarcely an adult savage can be found, west of the Mississippi, 
who will prcAOunce himself a Christian. There are many, that have 
crosses su^nded from their necks, which they show, as they do their 
medals. They seem to think, that the profession of Christianity gives 
them additional claims upon us. While we were writing, some Appala- 
chy Indians applied to the judge of the district, where we resided, for 
redress. They spoke of the alleged outrage in terms of indignant 
feeling. 'Noua sommes' baptises^ we have been baptised, said they; 
and appeared to feel, as if this gave the outrage a greater enormity. We 
are sure, that if any effort can have marks of moral heroism, and noble- 
ness of self-devption beyond another, the self-devotion of missionaries 
among the savages is the noblest of alL Surely, if any men merit earnest 
wishes and prayers for their success, it must be those men, who have 
left the precincts of every thing, that is desirable in life, to go into these 
solitudes, and take in hand, these unifc^med children of nature. 

There are some circumstances, which invest the present missionary 
efforts with stronger probabilities of success, than any, that have preceded 
them. The number of Indians, that are half breeds, or mixtures of the 
blood of the whites, is great, and continually increasing. These gener- 
ally espouse, either from conviction, or from party feeling, the interest 
of civilization and Christianity. It is more universally, than it once 
was, a conviction, that Christianity is the religion of social and civilized 
man. Instead of relying ntnch on the hope of the conversion of adult 
hunting and warrior savages, the eflbrt is chiefly directed towaids the 
young. Schools, the loom, the anvils the plough, are sent to them. 
Amidst the comfort, stability and plenty of cultivation, they are to be 
imbued with a taste for our institutions, arts, industry and religion, at 
the same time. — ^Every benevolent man will wish these efforts of benevo- 
lence all possible success. 

MoinTMBiiTB. The tumuli, or mounds of the western country, are 
first seen on the southern shores of lake Erie. We trace them throu^ 
the western parts of New York. We find th^n increasing in numbers 
and size in the state of Ohio. They are seen thence, with more or leas 
frequency, over all the valley; and fit>m Humboldt we learn, that mounds 
of a similar character abound in Mexico. If so much had not been 
already written upon the subject, we should hold it idle to detain the 
reader a moment, in useless dissertation upon tlie question, by whom 
these mounds were formed, and for what purposes? As every opinion 
on the point must rest entirely upon conjecture, without the slightest 
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rational element, on which to found it, we shall discover at once, that 
such dissertations could throw no certain light on the subject. Whether 
the mass of them was constructed for fortifications, observatories, tem- 
ples, or tombs, it is hopeless to enquire. That some of them served for 
the last purpose, we have the conclusive evidence, that they abound is 
human bones. It has been often asserted, that some of the mounds are 
' full of bones, that are perforated, as though the living subjects were slain 
in battle; and that the skeletons are heaped together in promiscuous 
confusion, as if buried after a conflict, without order or arrangement. 
The bones, which we have seen, were such, and so arranged, as might be 
expected in the common process of solemn and deliberate inhumation. 
The mounds show no more art, though infinitely more labor, than might 
be expected firom the present Indians. They are mere erections of earth, 
exhibiting no other trace of skill, than that most of them are of regular 
forms, contained under drcular or right lines. Iron tools were not used 
in the formation of them. Stone makes no part of them. Yet many of 
the squares and parallelogramcf make a much more conspicuous figure, 
after the lapse of unknown ages, than the defences of earth, thrown up 
on the Atlantic shore, during the revolutionary war. 

Some of them are said to be found on hills. We have seen none such. 
They are generally on fertile wooded bottoms, plains, or the richer allu- 
vial prairies, where wild ftuits, game and fish are abundant and at hand. 
The most dense ancient population existed precisely in the places where 
the most crowded ftitute population veill exist in die generaticms to come^ 
The appearance of a series of mounds generally indicates the contiguity 
of rich and level lands, easy communications, fidh, game, and the most 
&vorabIe adjacent positions. The only circumstance, which strongly 
discredits their having been formed by the progenitors of the present 
Indians, is the immensity of the size of Bome of them, beyond what 
could be expected firom the sparse population and the indolence of the 
present race. We know of no monuments, which they now raise for 
their dead, that might not be the work of a few people in a few days. 
We have seen mounds, which would require the labor of a thousand of 
the men employed on our canals, with all their mechanical aids, and the 
improved implements of their labor for nK)nths. We have, more than 
once, hesitated in view of one of these prodigious mounds, whether it 
were not really a natural hill. But they are uniformly so placed, in 
reference to the adjoining country, and their conformation is so unique 
and similar, that no eye hesitates long in referring them to the class of 
Wificial erections. The laigest, that has been discovered in the Ohio 
valley, as &r as we know, is in the bottom of Grave creek, near its 
entrance into the Ohio, and fourteen miles below Wheeling. It is between 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 MlSSIflfilPPI VALLEY* 

thirty and forty rods in circumference at its base, with a jNroportionato 
diameter. It is seventy feet in perpendicular hei^t; and has a table 
area on its summit^ which is sixty fi^et in diameter, in the centre of which 
is a gieat and regular concavity. A single white oak rises from this 
•oncavity, like a flag staff. 

The most numerous group of mounds, that we have seen, is near 
Cahokia^ in the American bottom. There are said to be two hundred * 
in all. The laigest is on the banks of Cahokia creek. Its form is that 
of a paralldogram. Its circumference is commonly given at eight 
hundred yards> and its height at ninety feet There is a terrace on the 
south side of it The monks of La Trappe had a monastery adjoining 
it, and their garden was on the terrace. They cultivated the mound. 
The earth could not have furnished them a i^ace, more in keeping with 
their profession and avowed objects. In the midst of the American 
bottom^ periiaps the most fertile spot oa the globe^ exerting its exhaust- 
less fertility only in the production of dense forest, or a usdess luxiuiance 
of weeds and flowers, all in view of their dwelling is a solitary prairie. 
A few dreaming men> vowed to perpetual silence, apparently belonging 
more to another world, than this, seat themselves on one of these lonely 
and inexpUcaUe monuments of generations, that are now no more, in 
the midst of gigantic weeds, gaudy flowers, and rank grass.-— No noise 
disturbs them, by day or night, but the chirping of the grasshopper, or 
the cry of wolves, or the hooting of owls. 

There are very interesting mounds near St Louis, a little north of the 
town. S<Mne of them have the aspect of enormous stacks. That one 
of them, called the ^ falling garden,' is generally pointed out, as a great 
curiosity. — One of these mounds, and it was a very striking one, was 
levelled in the centre of Chillicothe. In digging it down, it is said, 
there were removed cart loads of human bones. The tovra of CircleviUe, 
in Ohio, is principaUy laid out within the limits of a couple of contigu- 
ous mounds; the one circular, the other square. The town has its name 
from its position, chiefly in the circular mound. In this, and in many 
other mounds, the singular circumstance is said to exbt, and by people, 
who live near them, and ought to know that, of which they affirm, that 
the earth, of which they are composed, is entirely distinct from that in 
the vicinity. It is of no avail to enquire, why the builders should have 
encountered the immense toil, to bring these hills of earth from another 
place? 

Our country has been described abroad, as sterile of moral interest. 
We have, it b said, no monuments, no ruins, none of the colossal remains 
of temples, and baronial castles, and monkish towers; nothing to coimeci 
the imagmation and the heart with the past ; none of the dim rccoUcc- 
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tions of times gone by, to associate the past with the future. W^ have 
not travelled in other lands. But in passing over our vast prairies, in 
viewing our noble and ancient forests, planted by nature, and nurtured 
only by ages; when we have seen the sun rising over a boundless plain, 
where the blue of the heavens in ail directions touched, and mingled 
with the verdure of the flowers; when our thoughts have traversed riven 
of a thousand leagues in length ; when we have seen the ascending steam 
boat breasting the surge, and gleaming through the verdure of the trees; 
when we have imagined the happy multitudes, that from these riiores 
will contepaplate this scenery in days to come ; We have thought, that 
our great country might at least compare with any other, in the beauty of 
its natural scenery. Wh^n, on an uninhabited prairie, we have fdUen at 
nightfall upon a group of these mounds, and have thought of the masses 
of human bones, tiiat moulder beneath ; when the heart and the imagiii* 
ation evoke the busy multitudes, that here 'strutted through lifers poor 
play,' and ask the phantoms who and what they were, and why they hays 
left no memorials, but these mounds; we have found ample scope for 
reflections and associations of the past with the future. We edbould not 
highly estimate the mind, or the heart of the man, who could behold tbeM 
tombs of the prairies ^thout deep thought. 

These regions bear ample testimoirials of another sort, of a world 
gone by. Beside the human skeletons, found in the nitre caves, and at 
tlie Maramec,of which We shall have occasion to speak in another place, 
there are found at the licks, and, as habitancy and cultivation bring us 
more acquainted with what is concealed beneath the soil, over all the 
valley, masses of bones of animab of enormous size, to which the name 
of mammoth and megalonyx have been given. A ship's cargo conM 
easily be furnished. — 'Hie bones of animals of difieient classes, forms 
and sizes, from any that are now known to exist, and difierent, too, from 
the mammoth, are discovered in the saikne places with these huge remains. 
While we are writing, they are exhibiting at New Orleans the bones of 
an animal, to which the mammoth itself mtist have been a pigmy, foond 
near Plaquemine, on the Mississippi, below that city. — ^They have been 
asserted, and denied to be the bones of a whale. A diligent and nnwea- 
ried antiquarian, in the state of Ohio, aflirms, that he has discovered, in 
laying open the earth in his geological examinations, the wood and the 
leaves of the bread-fruit tree, and other vegetable tropical remains. 
Whatever credit this opinion may receive, all admit, that every part of 
the Mississippi valley is marked with monuments of immense and inex- 
plicable changes in the natural world, and of races of animals and meOf 
that are how no more. 

17 
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PRBSSifT Population. The progress of the population of this coun* 
try, as every one knows, is without any example or parallel in the records 
of other colonies, in ancient or jnodern times; not excepting even the 
annals of the advancement of the Atlantic country. We can remember, 
when all this country, except the ancient French colonies in it, was an 
unknown and unpeopled wilderness. The first settlers encountered 
incredible hardships and dangers. But only open before Americans a 
fertile soil and a mild climate, and their native enterprise, fostered by 
the stimulant effect of freedom and mild laws, will overcome every im- 
pediment Sickness, solitude, mountains, the war hoop, the merciless 
tomal^awk, wolves, panthers, and bears, dear and distant homes, forsaken 
forever, will come over their waking thoughts, and revisit their dreams 
in vain, to prevent the young, florid and unportioned pair from scaling 
remote mountains, descending long rivers, and finally selecting their 
spot in the forests, consecrating their solitary cabin with the dear and 
sacred name of home. 

The following synoptical view will show, in a few words, the astonish* 
ing advance of this population. In 1790, the population <^ this valley,, 
exclusive of the country west of the Mississippi, and of Florida, which 
were not then within our territorial limits, was estimated by enumeration, 
at little more than 100,000. In 1800, it was something short of 380,000. 
In 1810, it was short of a million. In 1820, including the population 
west of the Mississippi, rating the population of FJorida at 20,000, and 
that of the parts of Pennsylvania and Virginia included in this valley at 
300,000, and it will give the population of 1820 at 2,500,000. The 
present population may be rated at 4,000,000. It will be perceived that 
this is an increase, in more than a duplicate ratio in ten years. 

Some considerable allowance must be made, of course, for the flood 
of immigration, which can not reasonably be expected to set this way^ 
for the future as strongly as it has for the past. Ohio, with the largest 
and most dense population of any of the western states, has nearly doubk 
the number of inhabitants, by the census of 1830, which she had by that 
of 1820. — During that interval, her gain by immigration has scarcely 
equalled her loss by emigration; and, of course, is simply that of natural 
increase. In the rapidity of this increase, we believe, this state not only 
exceeds any other in the west, but in the world. It is the good natured 
jest of all, who travel through the western states, that however productive 
in other harvests, they are still more so in an unequalled crop of flaxen 
headed children; and that Uhis is the noble growth our realms supply.^ 
We have a million more inhabitants, than the thirteen good old United 
States, when at the commencement of the revolutionary war, thdy tl^rew 
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down the gauntlet in the face of the parent country, then the most 
powerful empire on the globe; . 

Netwithdtanding the impresBion, so generally entertained in the Atlan- 
tic country, that this ralley is uniTersally unhealthy, and notwithstanding 
the necessary admission, that /ever and ague is prevalent to a great and 
an annoying degree, the stubborn facts, above stated, demonstrate, 
beyond all possibility of denial, that no country is more propitious to 
increase by natural population. Wherever the means of easy, free aAd 
ami^e subsistence are provided, it is in the nature and order of human 
things, that population should increase rapidly. In such a itounlry, 
though some parts of it should prove siddy, perseveranoe will ultimately 
triumph over even this impediment, the most formidable of all. In that 
fertile region, for the insalubrious districts are almost invariably those of 
the highest fertility, immigrants will arrive, become sickly, and discour- 
aged; ^d, perhaps, return with an evil report of the country. In the 
productive and sickly sections of the south, allured by its rich products, 
and its exemption from winter, advei^turers will successively arrive, fix 
themselves, become sickly, and it may be, die. Others, lusting for 
gain, and with that recklessness to the future, for mae e^ds awarded us 
by Providence, and undismayed by the fate of those, who have preceded 
them, wiU replace them. By culture, draining, the feeding of cattle, and 
the opening the country to the fever-banishing breeze, the atmosphere is 
found gradually to meliorate. The inhabitants, taught by experience and 
suffering, come by degrees to learn the climate, the diseases, and preven- 
tives; and a race wiU finally stand, which will possess the adaptation to 
the country, which results from acclimation: and even these sections are 
found, in time, to have a degree of natural increase of population with 
the rest. Such has proved to be the steady advance of things in the 
sickliest points of the south. The rapidity of our increase in numbers 
multiplies the difficulties of subsistence, and stimulates and sharpens the 
swarming faculties and propensities in the parent hive^ and will cause, 
that in due lapse of time and progress of things,, every fertile quarter 
section in this valley will sustain its frunily. 

Another pleasant circumstance q)pended to this view is, that almost 
the entire popuktion of the valley are cultivators of the soil. The in- 
habitants of crowded towns and villages, the numerous artizans and 
labofers in manufactories, can neither be, as a mass, so healthy, so virtu- 
ous, or happy, as free cultivators of the soil. The mm^ whose daily 
range of proq)ect is dusty streets, or smoky and dead brick walls, ai|d 
whose views become limited by habit to the enclosure of these walls; 
who depends for his subsistence on the daily supplies of the market; and 
^whoee motives to action. are elicited by constant and hourly struggle 
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and competition with his fellows; wiU have the advantage in some pcnnte 
over the secluded tenant of a cabin, or a, farm h^nise. But still, taking 
every thing into the calculatimi, we would cbooae to be the owner of half 
a section of land, and daily contemplate natore, as we tilled the soil, 
aiited in that primitive and noble employment by our own vigcnrouB chil- 
dren. The dweller in towns and villages may have more of the air and 
ton0 of society, and his daughters may keep nearer to tl:ie changes of 
ibe fiishiods. But we have little doubt, that, in striking the balance of 
enjoyment, ^the latter will be found to be the happier man, and vaoire 
likely to have a numerous and healthy family. The people of the West, 
vTith very smal) deductions, are cultivators of the soii All, that are 
neither idle, nor unable to labor, havie a rural abundance of the articles 
which the soil can furnish, &r beyond the needs of the country; and it is 
one of our most prevalent comj^aints, that Ais dbunduice is far beyond 
the dianoes of profitable sale. 

Gbioy has, palpably, more of the northern propensity to form villages, 
and condense population, than any other of the western states^ Of course, 
her peofde have a readier aptitude for an artizan^s life, and a manu&c- 
tuierVi condition. We suppose, that at least half ^he manufactureis 
of the West inhalnt the region, of which Pittsburgh and the state of Ohio 
are the centre. Her sons^ too, have the New England aspiration to be- 
came scholars, and jMofessional men, and merchants and traders. Ken- 
tucky and Ohio send abroad th^p circulating phalanxes of this kind of 
foragers, to ccHnpete with the Yankees for the professions and trade of 
the more western states. In Ohio tbis class beam by fer the greatest 
proportion to the cultivators, of any part of the valley. Yet in (Mo^ 
from the returns of the very accurate census of 1820 it appears, that 
out of a p(^ulatK>n of nearly 600/)00, there were only 18^056 manu- 
fiictuiers, and 1,450 merchants and traders. Thus it appears, that nearly 
twenty-nine out of thirty of this whole pqmlation .were engaged in 
^igricuhuie. 

It would require asq)arate and distinct article, if we were to tsace the 
influence of slavery upon population and improvement This discussion 
too, would more properly fall under the head of an article, presenting a 
contrasted view of the condition and progress ef the ^ve holding, 
comparing with the non-slave holding states. It is suffidrat for our 
Pi^esent purposes to remark, that with the exception of' some districts 
that are particularly sickly, the blacks increase still more rapidly than 
thewhites. 

From the general fertility of the soil, and the abundance with which it 
yields all the supplies of life; from the comparative rareness and small 
proporticm of sterile^ mountainous and marshy lands,*tbatcannot beeaaly 
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brought into cultivation ; no, thinking mind can have failed to foresee^ 
that this country must and will ultimately sustain a great and dense pop- 
ulation of fanners. Taking into view soil, climate, and the means of 
easy communication, the most material and natural elements upon which 
to calculate, in regard to future increase of population, and no country 
can be found, which invites increase more strongly, than ours. In half 
a century, the settled, parts of it will, probably, have become as healthy 
as any other country. In thut lapse of time, it can bardly be sanguine 
to calculate, that by improving the navigation of the existing Hvers, by 
the numerous qanals which will be made, in aid of what nature has 
already done, in a region where there are no mountains, and few high 
hills, and no intermixture of refractory granite; . where the rivers, which 
rise almost in the same level, interlock, and -then wind away in oi^)osite 
directions; where, from these ^circumstances, and the absence of granito 
hills, canals can be made with comparative ease; that the country will 
be permeated in every direction, either by steam boats, or sea vessels 
towed by them, or by trail^port conducted by railnpoad power. No coun- 
try, it is generally supposed here$ can be found, which contains so great 
a proportion of cultivable and habitable land, compared with the whole 
extent of its sur&be. — ^Humboldt, so well qualified to judge by compari- 
son, has pronounced it the largest valley in the world. It has a less pro- 
portion of svramps, sterile plains, and uncultivable mountains, than any 
other region of the same extent. — ^When it shall have been inhabited as 
long as Massachusetts and Virginia, what limits can imaginaticm assign 
ta its population and improvement? 

No one can ftil to have foreseen, at this iime of the day, that the period 
is not ficr distant, when the greater mass of the population of our coun- 
try will be on this side the mountains. We would not desire, in antici- 
pation, to Ycx the question, where .the centre of our national government 
will then be! We are connected already with the Atlantic country by 
noble roads. We shall shortly be connected with the Hudson, Delaware 
and Chesapeake bays, by navigable canals. A rail-road between Balti- 
more and the Cfiiio is in rafnd progress, and thousands have travelled on 
the first completed section. Our different physical conformation of 
country, and the moral circumstances of our condition, have assigned to 
U8, as we think, agriculture, as our chief pursuit. Suppose manufac- 
tures to flourish among us to the utmost extent, which our most honest 
• and earnest patriots could desire, and we should still, as we think, find 
burselves bound by the ties of a thousand wants, to the country north 
«nd east of the quountains. The very difference of our {^ysical and 
moral character contributes to form a chain of mutual wants, holding us 
to that region by the indissoluble tie of mutual interest. At present, 
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tbe passage of the mountains, fonnerly estimated by the Atlantic peopte^ 
something like an India voyage, and not without its dangers, as well as 
its diiicuhies, is no more, than a trip of pleasure of two or three days. 
We shall soon be able to sail, at the writing desk, m* asleep, from New 
Orieans, Fort Mandan, or Prairie du Chien, through the interior forests 
to the beautiful bay of New York. The time is not distant, when the 
travelled citizens of the other side the mountains will not be willing to 
admit, that he has not taken an autumnal or vernal trip of pleasure, or 
observation, from Pittsburgh to New Orleans. The landscape painter 
and the poet wUl come among us, to study and ajdmire our forest, river 
and prairie scenery, ^d to imbibe new ideas^ from contemplating the 
grandeur and the freshness of our nature. 

For us, as a people, we look over the mountains, and connect our 
affections with the parent country beyond, by the strong ties of natal 
attachment; for there, to the passing generation at least, was the place 
of their birth. There still live our fathers and our brethrra. There are 
the graves of our ancestors; and there are all the deli^itful and never 
forgotten remembrances of our infancy and our boyhood. We have 
hitherto been connected to that country, by looking to it exclusively for 
fashions, models and literature. The connexion will remain, not as we 
hope, a slavish one; for duty, interest and self-respect imperiously caH 
upon us to set up for ourselves, in these respects, as fast as possible. 
But as younger members of the family, thrust into the woods, to give 
place to those, who had the rights of primogeniture, and obliged to find 
our subsistence by cutting down the trees, we have as yet had but little 
leisure to think of any thing, beyond the calls of necessity, and the cal- 
culations of immediate interest and utility. As soon as we have the 
leisure for higher purposes, we shall be unworthy of our family alliance, 
if we do not immediately institute a friendly rivalry in these respects, 
which will be equally honorable and usefbl for each of the parties. We 
know our rights, and we are able to maintain them. It is only the little 
minded and puny, that allow themselves to indulge in a causeless and 
fretful jealousy. There must be a real, palpable and continued purpose 
to undervalue us, and curtail our rights, and arrest our advancement and 
prosperity, before we would allow ourselves to remember our great chain 
of mountains, and our worid by itself. Our patriotism has been tam- 
pered with, more than once, even in our infancy. We came forth with 
honor from every trial. Every link of the golden, and, we hope, perpet-* 
ual chain of the union, wiU be grasped as firmly by the citizens of the 
West, as of the Atlantic. We flatter ourselves, that we have had un- 
common chances to note the scale of the western thermometer, in this 
respect. We have every where seen and felt a spirit, which has giv«i iuj 
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the assurance of conviction, that the popularity of that demagogue would 
be blasted, and would wither forever, who should for a momeat manifest 
the remotest incipient wish to touch the chain of this union with an unr 
hallowed hand. The interests and affections of the western people hold 
to that, as strongly, and as proudly, to say no more, as those of the Eastt 
From time to time demagogues will spring up, and atrocious and unprin- 
cipalled editors will be found, to meditate any thing, — and to dare to 
inculcate, and write, and publish what they meditate. But the strength 
and virtue of the community will never bear them out. 

Wherever attempts may be made to disaffect, alienate and sever 
one section of this great union from the rest, may God avert the 
omen ! that attempt will not oonunence with us. They may reproach 
us with being rough, untrained, and backwoods men. But as a people 
we are strong for the union, and the whole union. Every crue son of 
the West will join in the holiest aspirations, ^esto ferpetua? fUzy it last 
as long as the sun and moon shall endure ! 

National Characteb of the Western Peof lb,. We shall remark 
upon the character of the French part of our population in describing 
Louisiana and Missouri, where the greater portion of that people is (bund* 
We shall remark upon the distinctive character of Kentucky, in giving 
the geography of that state. We only wish to catch here, if possible, the 
slight, but perceptible peculiarities of national character which our pecu- 
liar circumstances and condition have imposed upon us. 

The people of this valley are as thorough a combination and mixture 
of the people of all nations, characters, languages, conditions and opin- 
ions, as can well be imagined. Scarcely a state in the Union, or a 
nation in Europe, but what has furnished us immigrants* Philosopheri 
and noblemen have visited us from beyond the seas; some to study our 
natural history, or to contemplate a new people rising from the freshnem 
of nature, over the fertile ruins of a once submerged world; or deluded 
here by the pastoral dreams of Rousseau, or Chateaubriand; or, in the 
sample of the savages to study man in a state of nature. 

The much greater proportion of the immigrants from Europe are of 
the poorer classes, who come here from hunger, poverty, oppression, and 
the grinding vassalage of crowded and miserable tenants of an aristocratic 
race, born to the inheritance of the soil, and all the comforts and hopes of 
present existence. They find themselves here with the joy of shipwrecked 
mariners, cast on the untenanted woods, and instantly became cheered 
with the invigorating hope of being able to build up a family and a for- 
tune from new elements. ^The north has given to uSy and the south 
Jute not hept hack'' Tlie puritan and the planter, the German and tb9 
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Irishmu), the Briton and the Frenchman each with their peculiar prejodi' 
€68 and local attachments, and the complicated and inwoven tissue of 
sentiments, feelings and thoughts, that country, and kindred, and borne, 
indelibly combine with the web of our youthful existence, have here set 
down beside each other. The merchant, mechanic and farmer, each with 
their peculiar prejudices and jealouses, have found themselves placed by 
necessity in the same society. Mr. Owen^s grand engine <^ circum- 
stances begins to play upon them. Men must cleave to their kind, and 
must be dependent upon each other. Pride and jealousy nrost give way 
to the natural yearnings of the human heart for society. They begin to 
rub off mutual prejudices. One takes a step, and then the other. They 
meet half way^ and embrace; and the society thus newly organized aad 
constituted, is more liberal, enlarged, unprejudiced, and of course more 
affectionate and pleasant, than a society of people of uniqm birth and 
character^ who bring all their early prejudices, as a common 8tock,'to be 
transmitted as an inheritance in perpetuity. 

The roughj sturdy and simple habits of the backwoods men, living in 
that plenty, which depends only on God and nature, being the pre- 
ponderating cast of character in the western country, have laid the 
stamina of independent thought and feeling deep in the breasts of this 
people. A man accustomed only to the fascinating, but hollow int^* 
course of the polished circles in the Atlantic cities, at first feels a painful 
revulsion, when mingled with this more simple race. But he socm be- 
comes accustomed to the new order of things; and if he have a heart 
to admire simplicity, truth and nature, begins to be pleased with it* He 
respects a people, where a poor, but honest man enters the most aris- 
tocratic mansion with a feeling of ease and equality. 

It may readily be supposed, that among such an infinite variety of 
people, 80 recently thrown together, and scarcely yet amalgamated into one 
people, and in a country, where the institutions are almost as firesh and aim- 
pie as the log houses, any very distinctive national character could hardly 
yet be predicated of the inhabitants. Every attentive observer, however, 
discriminates the immigrants from the different nations, and even from 
the different states of our own country. The people of Ohio and Indiana, 
for example, have a character somewhat distinct from that of the other 
western states. That of the former, especially, is moulded, as a very 
fair sample of the New England and New Jersey patterns. In the latter 
this character is blended, not merged with the manners, opinions and 
dialect of Kentucky. Illinois though a free state, has a clear preponde- 
rance of Kentucky nationality. Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, the 
upper part of Alabama and Arkansas, have distinct mannera in which 
the nationality of Kentucky is the ground color. The country still more 
soutli, peopled with large planters of cotton and sugar cane, with nume- 
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rous gangs of slaves, have the peculiar manners, that have naturally grown 
out of their condition. On these states too, especially on Louisiana^Vpe 
begin to discern the distinct impress and influence of French tempera- 
ment and manners. These shades of difference are very distinctly visible 
to persons, who have been long and intimately acquainted with the people 
of the diferent regions, where they^ are marked. 

But young aa the country is, variously constituted and combined, 
as are the elements of its peculation, there is already marked, audit is. 
every year moce fully developed, a distinctive character of the western 
people. A traveller from the Atlantic cities, and used only to their man- 
ners, descending fmm Pittsburgh, or Wheeling, the C^o and the Missis- 
sii^iin a £rteam boat of the larger class, wiU find on board, what may be 
considered fair samples, of all clslsses in our country, except the farmers. 
To become conversant with the younger representatives of the 'yeomanry, 
be must acquaint himself with the crews of the descending flat boats. 
Sufficiently copious specimens <^ the merchants and traders, the artizans 
the laige planters, tho speculators^ and last, though not least, the ladies, 
will be seen on board the di£ferent steam boats descending to New 
Orleans, or on their return voyage. The manners, so ascertained, will 
strike such a traveller as we have supposed, with as much novelty, 
distinctness, and we may add, if he be not bigoted and fastidious, with as 
much pleasure, saving the language, as though he had visited a country 
beyond the seas. The dialect is difierent. The enunciation is different. 
The peculiar and iwroverbial colloquy is difierent. The figures and illus- 
tcatioos, used in common parlance, are strikingly different. We regret, 
that fidelity to our picture, that frankness and truth compel us to admit, 
that the frequency of profanity and strange curses is ordinarily an un- 
pleasant element in the conversation.. The speaking is more rapid. 
The manner has more aj^earance of earnestness and abruptness. The 
common comparisons and analogies are drawn from different views and 
relations of things. Of course be is every moment reminded, that he is 
a stranger among a people, whose modes of existence and ways of think- 
ing are of a widely difierent character from those, in the midst of which 
he was reared. 

Although we have so often been described to this traveller, by the 
repulsive terms backwoods men, gougers, ruffians, demi-savages, a 
strange mixture, in the slang phrase, of the ^ horse and the alligator,^ 
we confidently hazard the opinion, that when a little accustomed to the 
manners of the better class of people among us, he will institute a com- 
parison between our people and his own, not unfavorable to us. There 
is evidently more ease and fiankness, more readiness to meet a wish 
to form an aeqnaintance, sufficient tact, when to advance, and how far^ 
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and where to pause in this effort; less holding back, \em distrust, less 
jfeciling as if the address of a stranger were an insult, or a degradation. 
There is inculcated and practised on board the steam boats a courtesy to 
ladies, which is delightful in its proper extent; but ^vbich is here, some- 
times, apt to overatep the modesty of nature, in the affectaUon of a 
chivalrous defei^ce, which wouldbe considered misplaced, or ndiculous 
on the Atlantic shores. A series of acquaintances are readily and natur- 
ally formed between fellow passengers, in their long descents to New 
Orleans, very unUke the cold, constrained, and ahnost lepeUmg and 
hostile deportment of fellow passengers in the short stage aadsteam 
boat passages in the Aaantic country. They are very difierent from the 
intimacies of feUow passengers in crossing the Atlantic, and infinity 
more pleasant. Putting out of the question ennui, sea sickness, and the 
constant rolling of the vessel, circumstances so unpropitious to the cultt^ 
vation of pleasant intercourse, custom has prescribed a state and distence 
oii shipboard, which cause, that cabin passengers often cross theocean to- 
gether, without acquiring any thing more than a speaking ^'^^""^^y^ 
the end of the voyage. Not so on these passages, where the boat gbdeB 
steadily and swiftly along the verge of the fragrant vnllows. The gre^ 
shores are always seen with the same cotip cT (bO, that takes in the magni- 
ficent and broad wave of the Mississippi. Refreshments come in from the 
shore. The passengers every day have their promenade. Tlie claims of 
prescription on the score of wealth, family, office, and adventitious dis- 
tinctions of every sort, are in a measure laid aside, or pass for nothing. 
The estimation, the worth and interest of a person are naturally tried oo 
Ms simple merits, his powers of conversation^ his innate civility, his capa- 
cities to amuse, and his good fbelings. 

The distinctive character of the western people may be traced in its 
minuter shades to a thousand causes, among which are not only their new 
modes of existence, the solitary lives which they, who are not iiihal»tant» 
of towns, lead in remote and detached habitations, the greater part of 
the time, and the readier aptitude and zest, which they will naturally have^ 
when thus brought together, as we have described above, to enjo^ society; 
but it chiefly results from the unchangeable physical formation of the 
country. Formstance, it has been remarked, that the inhabitants erf the 
western country, when thrown upon the blue water, are sailors almost at 
once. Their long inland water courses, at once the channels of convey- 
ance and communication, place them in primary nautical schools, train 
them to familiar acquaintance with all the methods of managing and 
propelling water crafts, and naturally conduct their thoughts from their 
interior forests, and their rural and secluded abodes, down to the ocean. 
The skin and facility, thus acquired, in being familiar with the move- 
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ments of ihe canoe, the periogue and skiff, almost from tlie days of infen- 
cy, give them the same dexterity and daring on the ocean, when they are 
at length wafted down to its tempestuous hosom, with those who were 
reared on the shores of that element. But an inhahitant of the Atlantic 
shore can have but a faint conception of the sublime emotions, with which 
a young man reared in th6 silence and seclusion of the western forests, 
first beholds the illimitable extent of the < broad, flat sea.^ Every intelli- 
gentand gifted son of the West will be a poet for the first few hours 
of his sailing on the ocean, if sea sickness do not banish the visitings 
of the muse. 

Their forests and prairies concur with their inclinations and abundant 
leisure, to give them the spirit-stirring and adventurous habits of the 
chase. Their early training to leave the endearments and the maternal 
nursing of home, for an absence of three or four months, on voyagesof 
constant exposure, and often of a length of more than five hundred 
leagues, will naturally tend to create a character, widely unlike the 
more shrinking, stationary and regular habits of the people of the older 
country. Multitudes, perhaps the majority of those in the middle walks 
of life in the Atlantic country, seldom extend tlieir travels beyond their 
metropolis, or their chief mart. Every part of the middle and northern 
states is traversed in all directions by fine roads, on which are continually 
passing great numbers of stage coaches. In the West, all this is very dif- 
fbrent. There are roads, indeed, some of which nature, and but a veiy 
few, art, has rendered tolerably passable. But the passing on them, even 
in the most populous districts is limited. The passages are seldom more 
than fi'om village to village, settlement to settlement, and for the most 
part subservient to arriving at the real roads, the great turnpikes of the 
West, her long rivers. 

These rivers, which bound or intersect every state in the West, are of 
a character entirely unlike most of those, which flow east of the moun- 
tains. Tliey are narrow, deep, and to a person used only to the rivers of 
the East, and judging them by comparison and by their width, of an in- 
conceivabfe length of course. Their depth of water resulting from the 
narrowness of their channels, and the level and alluvial country, through 
which for the most part they flow, render them almost universally suscep- 
tible of steam boat, or at least boat navigation. The instance of a young 
man of enterprise and standing, as a merchant, trader, planter,. or even 
farmer, who has not made at least one trip to New Orleans, is uncommon 
Prom the upper and even middle western states, before the invention of 
'steamboats, it was a voyage of long duration, and we may add, of more 
•peril, than a voyage across the Atlantic. These rivers are still descended 
as before that invention, in boats of every description. In recently 
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makiiig the descent from Pittsburgh to Natchez, in an uncommonly lov 
stage of the walers, we noted between two and three hundred descending 
boats, of different descriptions, and of the larger cl^3s. The greater por- 
tion, however, were flat and kee^ boats. Almost all the crews, that 
descend on these boats, return on steam boats. An ascending steam 
boat carries from one to three hundred passengers; and the average trip 
from New Orleans to Louisville, or St. Louis, may be twelve days, 
and to Cincinnati thirteen. Every principal farmer^ along the great 
water courses, builds a flat boat and sends to New Orleans the produce of 
his farm in it. Thus a great proportion of the males of the West, of a 
relative standing and situation in life to be most likely to impress their 
opinions and manners, upon society, have made this passage to New Or- 
leans. They have passed through different states and regions, have been 
more or less conversant with men of different nations^ languages and 
manners. They have experienced that expansion of mind, which can not 
fail to be produced by traversing long distances of country, and viewing 
different forms of nature and society. Each flat or keel boat, that has 
descended from Pittsburgh or the Missouri, to New Orleans^ could pub- 
lish a journal of no inconsiderable interest. The descent, if in autumn, 
has probably occupied fifty days. Until the boatmen had passed the 
mouth of the Ohio, they must have been in some sense amphibious ani- 
mals continually getting into the water, to work their boat off shoals and 
sandbars. The remainder of the descent was amidst all the dangers of 
sawyers, sandbars, snags, storms, points of islands, wreck heaps, difficulty 
and danger of landing, and a great many anomalous trials and dangers. 
The whole voyage is a scene of anxiety, exposuro and labor. 

It follows, that the habits of the whole people of the West must as 
necessarily receive a peculiar bent and impulse, as those <^ Marblehead, 
Cape Cod, and Nantucket, in Massachusetts, The influence of these 
causes is already visibly impressed upon the manners and thoughts of 
the people. They aro the manners of people accustomed, on going on 
board a steam boat, to see it fitted up with a glaring of splendor and 
display, perhaps not always in the best taste, but peculiarly calculated to 
captivate and dazzle the youthful eye. They come to this crowded 
scene of gaiety and splendor, this little moving city, from the solitudes 
of forests and prairies, and romote dwellings. They find themselves 
amidst a mass of people, male and female, dressed as much as their 
means will allow. There are cards, and wine, and novels, and young 
and gay people, and all conceivable artificial excitements, to stir up the 
youthftil appetite for hilarity. When we consider what temptations these 
long and necessarily intimate associations present to minds, oAen not 
much regulated by religious discipline, training or example, to undue 
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gaiety, gallantry, intoxication and gambling, it is as surprising, as it is 
honorable to the character of the West, that these voyages are generally 
terminated in so much quietness, morality and friendship. 

It is true, the gay, the young, dashing and reckless spirits of the 
community are thus brought in contact, to act, and re-act upon each 
other and society. But there are always some graver spirits on the 
steam boats, whose presence inspires a certain degree of awe and re- 
straint. — A keen sense of the necessity of strong and unvarying regula- 
tions has created rigid rules, at least lipon the better of them, for regulating 
the temporary intercourse on board ; and on the whole, there is an air of 
much more decorum and quietness, than could be inferred from knowing 
the circumstances of these temporary associations. 

In tracing the result of these effects, we discover, that the idea of 
distance is very different in the head of a west country man from the same 
idea, as entertained by the inhabitant of Lancaster in Pennsylvania, or 
Worcester in Massachusetts. The conversation of the former indicates, 
that his train of thinking is. modelled by images drawn torn great distances 
on long rivers, from extensive trips on steam boats, long absence from 
home, and femilifirity with exposure, and the habit of looking danger and 
death in the face. Were it not. foreign to the objects of this article, a 
thousand amusing examples could be given. The vocabulary of figures 
drawn from boats and steam boats, the (durases, metaphors, allusions, that 
grow out of the peculiar modes of life of this peojde, are at once amusing, 
singular and copious. The stump speech of a western aspirant for the 
favors of the peojde has a very appropriate garnish from this vocabulary, 
and compared with that of an Atlantic demagogue, would finely illustrate 
his peculiar modes of thinking. 

The point most to our purpose in these remarks is, to enquire what 
influence this, and other great operating causes have upon the character, 
manners and morals of the people? It must be admitted, that while 
these frequent trips up and down the river, and more than all to New 
Orleans, give to the young people, and those who impart authority, 
impulse and tone to ftshion and opinion, an air of society, ease and 
confidence; the young are apt at the same time to imbibe from the con- 
tagion of example, habits of extravagance, dissipation, and a rooted 
attachment to a wandering Hfe. 

Reugiovs Cha&acteb of the Westebn Peopls. An experiment 
is making in this vast country, which must ultimately contain so many 
millions of people, on the broadest scale on which it has ever been made, 
^tteiher religion, as a national distinction of character, can be maintained 
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without any legislative aid, or even Tecognition by tlie gOTemmeitt. If 
there be any reference to religion, in any of the constitutions and enact- 
ments, in the western country, beyond the simple, occasional granting of 
a distinct incorporation, it manifests itself in a guarded jealousy of the 
interference of any religious feeling, or influence with the tenor of 
legislation. In most of the constitutions, ministers of the gospel aie 
expressly interdicted ftom any office of profit or trust,^ in the gift of 
the people. In none of the enactments are there any provisions for the 
support of any form of wor^p wWtever. But if it be inferred from 
this, that reltgton occupies little or no place in the thoughts of the people, 
that there are ne forms of worship, and few ministers of the gospel, no 
inference can be wider from the fact. It is the settled political maxim 
of the West, that religion is a concern entirely between the conscience 
and God, and ought to be left solely to his guardianship and cave. The 
people are generaUy averse to binding themselves by any previous legal 
obligation to a pastor for services stipulated to be performed. It is the 
general impression, that he ought to derive his support from voluntary 
contributions, after services performed, and uninfluenced by any antece- 
dent ccmtract or understanding. There are many towns and viUages^ 
where other modes }»revail; but such is the general standing feeling of 
the West 

Hence, except among the Catholics, there are very few settled pastors,, 
in the sense in which that phrase is understood in New England and the 
Atlantic cities. Most of the ministers, that are in some sense perma- 
nent, discharge pastoral duties not only in their individual societies, but 
in a wide district about them. The range of duties, the emolument, the 
estimation, and in fact the whole condition of a western pastor, are 
vridely different from an Atlantic minister. In each case, there are 
peculiar immunities, pleasures and inconveniences, growing out of the 
differences of condition. We do not undertake to balance the advanta- 
ges in favor of either. It has been an hundred times represented, and 
in every form of intelligence, in the eastern religious publications, that 
there were few preachers in the country, and that whole wide districts 
had no religious instraction, or forms of worship whatever. We believe, 
from a survey, certainly very general, and we trust, fidthfhl, that theie 
are as many preachers, in proportion to the people, as there are in the 
Atlantic country. A circulating phalanx of Methodists, Baptists and 
Cumberland Presbyterians, of Atlantic missionaries, and of young eleves 
of the Catholic theological seminaries, from the redundant mass of 
unoccupied ministers, both in the Protestant and Catholic countries, 
pervades this great valley with its numerous detachments, from Pittsburgh, 
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the mountains, the lakes, and the Missouri, to the gulf of MesdcD. They 
aJl pursue the interests of their several dencnninations in their own way, 
and generally in profound peace. 

It is true, a serious mind can not fail to obderve with regret, the want 
of the perman^it and regular monl influence of settled religious institu- 
tions. The regular ^church going bell,^ to our ear, such a delightful 
peal on the sabbath, is not often heard in the western Tillages with the 
recurrence of that day; and there is something of tranquil sobriety, of 
elevated and just notions of morals, the influence of which is so imme- 
diately perceived in a country, where regular worship prevails, that in the 
more unsettled districts of this country^ is felt as a painful privation, But 
if we except Arkansas and Louisiana, there is every where else an abund- 
ance of some kind of preaching. The village papers on all sides contain 
printed notices, and written ones are affixed to the public places, notify- 
ing what are called ^ meetings.^ A traveller in a clerical dress does not 
fail to be asked, at the public houses, where he stops, if he is a preacher, 
and if he wishes to notify a meeting. 

There are stationary preachers in the towns^ particularly in Ohio. But 
in the rural congregations through the western country beyond Ohio, 
it is seldom that a minister is Stationary for more than two months. A 
ministry of a year in one place may be considered beyond the common 
duration. Nine tenths of the religious instruction of the country is 
given by people, who itinerate, and who are^' with very few exceptions, 
notwithstanding all that has been said to the contrary, men of great zeal 
and sanctity. These earnest men, who have little to expect from pecu- 
niary support, and less from the prescribed reverence and influence, which 
can only appertain to a stated ministry, find, at once, that every thing 
depends upcm the cultivation of popular talents. Zeal for the great cause, 
mixed, perhaps, imperceptibly, with a spice of earthly ambition, and the 
latent emulation and pride of our natures, and other motives, which 
Quconsciously influence, more or less, the most sincere and the most 
disint^^ted, the desire of distinction among their cotemporaries and 
their brethren, and a reaching struggle for the fiiscination of popularity, 
goad them on to study all the means and arts of winning the people. 
Travelling firom month to month through dark forests, with such ample 
time and range for deep thought, as they amble slowly on horseback along 
their peregrinaticms, the men naturally acquire a peidsive and romantic 
turn of thought and expression, as we think,favorable to eloquence. Hence 
the preaching is of a highly popular cast, and its first aim is to excite the 
feelings.— ^ence, too, excitements, or in religious parlance < awakenings,' 
are c(»nmon in all this region. Living remote, and consigned the greater 
part of the time, to the musing loneliness of their condition in the square 
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clearing of the forest^ or the prairie; when they congregate on these 
exciting occasions, society itself is a novelty, and an excitement* The 
people are naturally more sensitive and enthusiastic, than in the older 
countries. A nlan of rude, boisterous, but native eloquence, rises among 
these children of the forest and simple nature, with his voice pitched 
upon the tones, and his utterance thrilling with that awful theme, to which 
each string of the human heart every where responds; and while the 
.woods echo his vehement declamations^ his audience is alternately dis- 
solved in tears, awed to profound feeling, o^ falling in spastns. This 
country opens a boundless theatre for strong, earnest and unlettered 
eloquence; and the preacher seldom has extensive influence) or usefulness 
who does not possess some touch of this power. 

These excitements have been prevalent, within the two or three past 
years, ih the middle Western states; chiefly in Tennessiae, and for the 
most part Under the ministry of the Cumberland Presbyterians. Songp- 
times it influences a settlement, or a town; and sometimes^ as there, 
spreads over a state. The people assemble, as lo an imposing spectacle. 
They pour fVom their woods, to hear the new preacher, whose fame has 
travelled before him. The preaching has a scenic effect. It is a theme 
of earnest discussion, reviewing, comparison, and intense tnterestv 

None> but one who has seen, can imagine the interest, excited in a 
district of country, perhaps, fifty miles in extent, by the awaited approach 
of the time for a camp meeting; and none, but one who has seen, can 
imagine how profoundly the preachers have understood what prodticea 
effect, and how well they have practised upon it. Suppose the sc^ie to 
be, where the most extensive excitements and the most frequent camp 
meetings have been, during the two past years, in one of the beautiful 
and fertile valleys among the mountains of Tennessee. The notice has 
been circulated two or three months. On the appointed day, coaches, 
chaises, wagons, carts, people on horseback, and multitudes travelling 
from a distance on foot, wagons with provisions, mattresses, tents, and 
arrangements for the stay of a week, are seen hurrying from every point 
towards the central spot. It is in the midst of a grove of those beautiful 
and lofty trees, natural to the vallies of Tennessee, in its deepest verdure, 
and beside a spring branch, for the requisite supply of water. 

The ambitious and wealthy are there, because in this region opinion 
rs all-powerful; aiid they are there, either to extend their influence, or 
that their absence may not be noted, to diminish it. Aspirants for office 
are there, to electioneer, and gain popularity. Vast numbers are there 
from simple curiosity, and merely to enjoy a spectacle. The young and 
the beautiful are there, with mixed motives, which it were best not 
severely to scrutinize. Children are there, their young eyes glistening 
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Willi Uie iiitensc interest of eager curiosity. The middle aged fathers 
and motlicrs of families arc there, with the sober views of people, whose 
plans in life are fixed, and waiting calmly to hear. Men and women of 
Iwary h^ijrs are there, with such thpughts, it may be hoped, as their years 
invite. — Such is the congregation consisting of thousands. 

A host of preachers of different flenominalions are there,. some in the 
earnest vigpr and aspiring desires of youth, waiting an, opportunity for 
display; others, who have proclaimed the gospel, as pilgrims of the cross, 
from the remotest north of our vast country to tlie shores of the Mexican 
gulf, and ready to utter the words, the feelings and the experience, which 
they have treasured up in a travelling ministry of fi(\y years, and whose 
accents, trembhng wilh age, still more impressively than their words, an- 
nounce,, that they will soon travel, and preach no more on the earth, are 
^ere. Such are the preachers. 

The line of tents is pitched; and the religipus city grows up in a few 
li^rs under tjie trees, beside the stream. Lamps are hung in lines among 
the ]()irdnches; and the effect of their glare upon tlie surrounding forest is, 
as of magic. The scenery of the most brilliant theatre in the world is a 
pajnting only for children, compared with it. Alcantime the multitudes, 
with the highest excitepient of social feeling added to the general enthu- 
siasm of e]!ppectation, pass from tent to tent, and interchange apostolic 
greetings and e;nbraces, and talk of the coming solemnities.* Their 
cpff^ and tea are prepared, and their supper is finished. By this time 
the moon, for they take tliought, to appoint the meeting at the proper 
time of the moon, begins to show its disk above the dark summits of the 
mountains; aiid a few stars are seen glimmering through the intervals of 
the , branches. 'S^hc whole constitutes a temple worthy of the grandeur 
of God. An old m^, in a dress of the quaintest simplicity, ascends 
,a platform, wipes the dust from his spectacles, and in a voice of Suppressed 
emotion, gives out the hymn, of which die whole assembled multitude 
can recite the words, — and an air, in which every voice can join. We 
should deem poorly of the heart, that would not thri^ll, as the song isf heard, 
H|ce^ the /sound of many waters,^ echoing among the Uills and mountains. 
.Such are tlie scenes, ,the associations, and such the iiwuence of external 
things upon a nature so ' fearfully and wonderfully' constituted^ as ours, 
that little pffort is necessary on such a theme as religion, ur^ed at such 
a place, under such circumstances, to fill tlie heart ana the eyes. The 
hoary orator, talks of God, of eternity, a judgment to come, and all that 
is impressive beyond. He sjKjaks of hia 'cxi)eriences,' his toils and 
travels, hia persecutions and welcomes, and how many he has seen in 
hope, ii^ pci^ce and triumph, gathered to their fathers; and when lie speaks 
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,of the short space that remains to him, his only regret is, that he can no 
more proclaim, in tlic silence of death, the mercies of his crucified 
Redeemer. 

iTiere is no need of the studied trick of oratory, to produce in such 
a [Jace the deepest movements of the h^art. No wonder, as the speaker 
pauses to dash the gathering moisture^ from his own eye, that his audi- 
ence are dissolved in tears, or uttering the exclamations of penitence. 
Nor is it cause for admiration, tliat many, who poised themselves on an 
estimation of higher intellect, and a nohler insensibility, than the crowd, 
catch the infectious feeling, and become women and children in their 
turn; and though they *came to mock, remain to pray.' 

Notwithstanding dl, that has been said in derision of these spectacles, 
80 common in this region, it can not be denied, that the influence on the 
whole, is salutary, and the general bearing upon the great interests of 
the conununity, good. It will be long, before a regular ministry can be 
generally supported, if ever. In place of that, nothing tends so strongly 
to supply the want of the influence, resulting from the constant duties 
of a stated ministry, as the recurrence of these explosions of feeling, 
which shake the moral world, and purify its atmosphere, until the accu* 
mulating seeds of moral disease require a similar lustration again. 

Whatever be the cause, the efi*ect is certain, that through the state of 
Tennessee, parts of Mississippi, Missouri, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and 
Illinois, these excitements have produced a palpable change in the habits 
and manners of the people. The gamblhig and drinking shops are 
deserted: and the people, that used to congregate there, now go to the 
religious meetings. The Methodists, too, have done great and incalcu* 
lable good. They are generally of a character, education and training, 
that prepare them for the elements, upon which they are destined to 
operate. They speak the dialect, understand the interests, and enter 
into the feelings of their audience. They exert a prodigious and incal- 
culable hearing upon the rough hackwoods men; and do good, where 
more polished, and trained ministers would preach without efiect. No 
mind, but His, for whom they labor, can know, how many profane they 
have reclauned, drunkards they have reformed, and wanderers they have 
brought home to God. 

The Baptists, too, and the missionaries from the Atlantic country, 
seeing such a wide and open field before them, labor with great diligence 
and earnestness, operating generally upon another class of the commu- 
nity. The Catholics are both numerous and zealous; and, perfectly 
united in spirit and interest, form a compact phalanx, and produce the 
efiect of moral union. From their united exertions it happens, that over 
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a]l this country, among all the occasions for public gatherings, which, , 
fiom their rareness excite the greater interest, religious meetings are by 
far the most numerous. 

That part of Pennsylvania and Virginia west of the mountains has a 
predominance of Presbyterians. The great state of Ohio is made up of 
sucb mixed elements, tliat it would be difficult to say, which of all the sects 
prevails. As a general characteristic, the people are strongly inclined 
to attend on some kind of religious worship. — Presbyterians and Baptists 
strive for the ascendency in Kentucky. Methodists and Cumberland 
Presbyterians are numerous. They, probably, have the ascendency in 
Tennessee, and they are making great efibrts in Alabama and Mississippi. 
Methodists are the prevailing denomination in Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
Arkansas, Mississippi and Alabama. Catholics have an undisputet 
ascendency in Louisiana and Florida. They have many societies in 
Missouri and Dlinois. They are prevalent in a portion of Kentucky, 
and have a respectable seminary at Bairdstowft. .Methodists, Presbyte 
nans and Catholics are the prevailing denominations of the West* 

Pursuits op thr People. Manufacturers, &c. Western Pennsyl- 
vania is a manufacturing region, and along with Ohio, is the New England 
of the West. The people bring down the Alleghany, dear and fine pine 
plank; delivering them along the whole course of the Ohio, and sending 
great quantities even to New Orleans. Tliese pines, of which the houses in 
New Orleans are finished, waved over the streams of New York, and are 
despatched in raf^ and flat boats, after being sawed into plank, from 
Oleanne point. From the Monongahela is sent the rye whiskey, which 
is so famous in the lower country. On the Toughio^eny and Mononga- 
hela, at Connelsville on the former, and Bro¥msville on the latter, are 
important manufactories, chiefly of iron. Pittsburgh has been called the 
Birmingham of America; though that honor, is keenly disputed by her 
rival Cincinnati. There are numerous manufacturing towns in Ohio, of 
which, after Cincinnati, Zanesville and Steubenville are the chief. All 
this region, in numerous streams, calculated for water power, in a salu- 
brious climate, in abundance of pit coal, in its position, and the genius 
and habits of its inhabitants, is naturally adapted (o become a manufacr 
turing country. Materials for articles of prime necessity, as salt, iron 
and glass, exist in the most ample abundance. Pittsburgh, blackened 
with the smoke of pit coal, and one quarter of Cincinnati, throwing up 
columns of smoke from the steam factories, may be considered as great 

♦Portable of religious sects, see Appendix, table No. VI. 
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'manufacturing establishments. If we except tlic corda^, bale rope, 
bagging, and other articles of hempen fabric, manufactured in Kentucky, 
the chief part of the western manufactures originates in west Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio. Tliere arc some indications, tliat Indiana will possess 
a manufacturing spirit; end there are separate, incipient establishments 
pf this kind, more or loss considerable, in every state, but Louisiana and 
Mississippi. 

iTiese manufactures consist of a great variety of articles of prime 
necessity, us^ and ornament. The principal are of iron, as castings of 
ali sorts; and almost every article of ironmongery, tliat is manufactured 
IB the world. This manufacture is carried on to an immense extent. 

Glass is luanufactured in various places, at present, it is supposed, 
nearly to an amount, to supply tlie country. Manufactures in woollen 
and cotton, in pottery, in laboratories, as white and red lead, Prussian 
blue, and the colors generally, the acids and otlier chemical preparations, 
in steam power machinery, saddlery, wheel irons, wire drawing, buttons, 
knitting needles, silver plating, Morrocco leather, articles in brass and 
copper, hats, boots and shoes, breweries, tin, and other metals, cabinet 
work; in short, manufactures subservient to the arts, and to domestic 
subsistepce, are carried on at various places in the western country with 
great spirit. Ohio has Iriibibed from her prototype. New England, manu 
facturing propensities; and we have heard it earnestly contested, that 
her capabilities for being a great luanufacturing country, were even 
superior to those of New England. It is affirmed, that, taking the whole 
year into i^nsideration, her climate is more favorable to health; and 
there can be no question, tlrnt in her abundance of fuel, pit coal, and iron 
arid the greater profusion of the raw material of manufactures in general, 
shie has greatly the advantage. 

In the state of Kentucky, hemp Is raised to a considerable extent; and 




?^*^|*7 wfe yet imported from abroad into some of the western states. 
. ^ WB have remarked, the far greater part of the people are farmers. 
In west P^hsyivania and Vlrginik, in Ohio and Kentucky, m Indiana, IJli- 
iiow, Missburi, and a part of Tennessee, the same articles are grown, and 
sent abroad, to wit, flour, com and the small grains; pulse, potatoes, and 
the btJieir vegetables; fruit, as apples, fresh and dried, dried peaches, and 
olhe^ preserved JTruits; beef, pork, cheese, butter, poultry, venison hams, 
live cattie, hogs and hoi-sed. The greater part of the flout is sent (\rom 
Ohio and Kentucky; though Indiana, Illinois and Missouri are following 
the example with great vigor. Wheat is grown with more ease in Illinois 
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and Missouri than in the other states. Ohio has gone consid^bly into 
tlie culture of yellow tobacco. — ^Tobacco is one of the staples of Kentucky 
export. Cattle, hogs and horses are sent to New Orleans extensively 
from Illinois and Missouri, as arc, also, lead and pchries. In Arkansas, 
part of Tennessee, all Alabama and Mississippi, cotton is the chief object 
of cultivation. Grains, and other materials of nutriment, are only raised 
in subservience to this culture. The cultivation of Louisiana, and a 
part ofFlotida,is divided between cotton and sugar. 

The cultivation in all the states, except Ohio, Tndiana and Illinois is 
chiefly performed by slaves, of whose character^habftf and cOhdhioh we 
fiave yet to trcat. The farms in Ohio and,^indiana arc generally of 
moderate size, and the cultivators do not materially difief in their habits 
from those of the northern Atlantic states^ In Kentucky, Ilhnoi? 
and Missouri, they are more addicted to what is called * cropping,' 
that is, devoting the chief attention to the cultivattion of one ai^cle.. 
In all the states, save those, that cultivate cotton and sugar, they 
make, on an average, sixty btrshels of maize to the acre; and the cuItivaS 
tion consists in ploughing two or three thnes between the rows, during 
the growing of the crop. From eighty to an hundred bushels are not 
an uncommon crop, and manuring is scarcely yet thought of in cul- 
tivation. The good lands in Illinois and in Missouri yield from fwetity 
&VG to thirty bushels of wheat to the acre. The cultivation is on prairie^ 
or bottom land; and as the soil is friable, loose and perfectly fl^ee from 
stones, and on tlie prairies from every other 6bs(ruction, farttring is not 
laborious and diflicult, as in hard rough, and rocky grounds. The ease 
and abundance, with which all the articles of the tbuntry are produ<^, is 
one of the chief objects of complaint. The ndcessary result i^, fliatthey 
are raised in siich abundance, as to gldt thettarketat New Orleans, and 
used often not to bring enough to pay th^ expehses of transportation. 
All this has t)eeh recently so ciianged by the effects of our canals, the 
rapid indux of immigration, and the levelling tendency of the increas- 
ed facilities of transport, that the price of western produce is fest approx- 
imating the Atlantic value. A natural i^Ult of this order of things trill 
be, that the west will soon export fout tittle^ its' former amount of flour, 
and other piroduce. 

^om th^ cheapness of com, and thd abundance of * mast,' as it is 
called, in the woods, hogs, too, are Easily multiplied, far beyond the 
wants of the people. Fork b beconiing one of the great staples of all 
the western states, except those, that grow cotton and sugar. Cincinnati 
is decidedly the largest pork market in the United States. Prodigious 
numbers of swine arc slaughtered there, and the business of barrelling it, 
and curing bacon for exportation is one of the most important soiuces of 
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its trade. Cattle, and swine when carried to New Orleans command a 
fair price. Horses are an important and increasing article of export- 
Orchards north of 36° prosper, perhaps, better than in any other country; 
and apples and cider are already important articles of exportation, and 
will soon be more so; for no where do a[^le trees grow with more ra- 
pidity and beauty, and sooner and more amply load themselves with fruit. 
Venison and deer skins, honey and beeswax are commonly received in 
the country stores, in pay for goods. From Missouri, peltries, furs and 
lead, from the Illinois mines, and from those in the Missouri mine region, 
are the chief articles of present export. The amount of export of tliese 
articles, together with the cotton and sugar of the southern country, ;md 
the prodigious quantities of whiskey from all the western states will be- 
seen by recurrence to the table of exports.* 

Modes of conveyance to market. Water carriage, &c. From the 
northern and eastern parts of this valley, no inconsiderable amount of the 
produce and articles of the West finds its way to the eastern country by 
the canals and on the lakes. Cleveland and Sandusky, on lake Erie, are 
deriving importance from being places of shipment from Ohio over the 
lakes. The northern garrisons are beginning to be supplied with provi- 
sions from Illinois and Missouri, by the way of Chicago and lake Michigan. 
Horses, cattle and swine to a large amount, are driven over the moun- 
tains from Ohio and Kentucky. So early as 1813-14, in one year, four 
thousand and fifty five transport wagons were numbered from Philadel- 
phia to Pittsburgh. Many of them found a return load of articles of the 
West Much of this transport, which has vastly increased since that 
time, now takes place on the great Pennsylvania canal, which wants the 
completion of an interval of no great distance among the mountains, to 
be an entire water communication between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh^ 
and the longest continued canal in the United States. The Ohio and 
Erie canal is nearly complete, and greatly adds to the facility of 
transport from the west to the east Rail roads will concur to the same 
result; and when the contemplated rail-roads and canals shall be in 
operation, the Western country will be placed more nearly on an equality 
with the sea-board, m regard to a market. 

At present, however, the greater part of the commercial intercourse of 
the country is yet with New Orleans, by the rivers and the Mississippi, in 
boats. These are so various in their kinds, and so curious in their con. 
struction, that it would be difficult to reduce them to specific classes 
and divisions. No form of water craft so whimsical, no shape so out- 



^See Appendix, table No. VII. 
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landish, can well be imagined, but what, on dcsccncling from PiKsburgh 
to New Orleans, it may some where be acen lying to the shore, or floating 
on tJie river. The New York canal is generating monstrous conceptions 
of this sort,* and there will soon be a rivalry between the East and the 
West, which can create the most ingenious floating river monsters of 
passage and transport. 

The barge is of the size of an Atlantic schooner, with a raised and out- 
landish looking deck. It had sails, masts and rigging not unlike a sea 
vessel, and carried from fifty to an hundred tons. It required twenty-^ve 
or thirty hands to woric it up stream. On the lower courses of the Mis- 
sissippi, when the wind did not serve, and the waters were high, it was 
worked up stream by the operation, that is called * warping,^*— a most 
laborious, slow and difficult mode of ascent, and in which six or eight 
miles a day was good progress. It consisted in having two yawls, the 
one in advance of the other, carrying out a warp of some hundred yards 
in length, making it fast to a tree, and then drawing the barge up to that 
tree by the warp. When that warp was coiled, the yawl in advance had 
another laid, and so on alternately. From ninety to an hundred days 
was a tolerable passage from New Orleans to Cincinnati* In this way 
the intercouree between Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Louisville, Nashville, 
and St. Louis, for the more' important purposes of commerce, was kept 
up with New Orleans. One need only read the journal of a barge on 
such an ascent, to comprehend the full value of the invention of steam 
boats. Hiey are now gone into disuse, and we do not remember to have 
seen a barge for some years, except on the waters above the mouth of 
the Ohio.' 

The keel boat is of a long, slender and elegant form, and generally 
carries from fifteen to thirty tons. Its advantage is in its small draft of 
water, and the lightness of Its construction. It is still used on the Ohio 
and upper Mississippi in low stages of water, and on all the beatable 
streams where steam boats do not yet run. Its propelling power is by 
oars, sails, setting poles, the cordelle, and when the waters are high, and 
the boat runs on the margin of the bushes, ^ bush-whacking,^ or pulling up 
by the bushes. Before the invention of steam boats, these boats were 
used in the proportion of six to one at the present time. 

The ferry flat is a scow-boat, and when used as a boat of descent for 
families, has a roof, or covering. These are sometimes, in the vernacu- 
lar phrase, called * sleds.' Tlie Alleghany or Mackinaw skiff*, is a covered 
skis', carrying from six to ten tons; and is much used on the Alleghany, 
the Illinois, and the rivers of the upper Mississippi and Missouri. Periogues 
are sometimes hollowed from one very large tree, or from the trunks of two 
trees united, and fitted with a plank rim. They carry from one to three 
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tons. Tberc arc commcm skifls, canoes and * dug-outs,' for the conve- 
nience of crossin|r the rivers; ai^d a select company of a few travellers 
often dw^end in them to New Orleans. Hunters and Indians,. and 
sometimes passengers, make long journeys of ascent of the rivers in 
them. Besides these, there are anomalous water crafts, that can hardly 
be reduced to any class, used as boats of passage or descent. We have 
seen flat boats, worked by a wheel, which was driven by the cattle, that 
were conveying to the New Orleans market. There are horse boats of 
various constructions, used for the most part as ferry boats ; but sometimes 
as boats of ascent. Twp keel boats are connected by a platform. A 
pen holds the horses, which by circular ipovement propel wheels. We 
saw United States' troops ascending the Missouri by boats, propelled 
by ti^ad wheels; and we have, more than once, seen a boat moved 
rapidly up stream by wheels, after the steam boat construction, piropellcd 
by a man turning a crank. 

But the boats of passage and conveyance, that remain after the iftvep- 
tion of siteam boats, and are still important to those objects, are ked 
boats and flats. The flat boa^ are called, in the vernacular phrase, 
^K^aMncky flats,' or * broad . horns.' Th^y are simply an oblong ark, 
with a roof shghtly curved from the centre to shed rain. • They are gen- 
erally abput fifteen feet wide, and froip fifty to eighty, and sometimes an 
hundred feet in length. The timbers of the botto^i are massive beams; 
and they are intended to be of great strength; and to carry a burden of 
frpm two to four hundred batreis. Great numbers of cattle, hogs and 
horses are conveyed to market in them. We have seen family boats of 
this description, fitted up for the descent of families to the lower country, 
with a stove, cooifortable apartments, beds, and arrangements for com- 
modious habitancy. We see in them ladies, servants, cattle, horses, 
sheep, dogs and poultry, all floating on the same bottom ; and on the roof 
the looms, ploughs, spinning wheels and domestic implements of the 
family. 

Much of the produce of the upper country, even after the invention 
of steam boats, continues to descend to New Orleans in Kentucky flats. 
.They generally carry three hands ; and perhaps a supernumerary fourth 
hand, a kind of supercargo. This boat, in the form of a parallelogram, 
lyiag flfit and dead in the water, ?ind with square timbers below its bottom 
planks, and <^rrying such a great weight, runs on a sandbar with a 
strong headway, and ploughs its timbers into the sand; and it is, of 
course, a work of extreme labor to get the boat afloat again. Its form 
and its weight render it difficult to give it a direction witli any power of 
oars. Hence, in the shallow waters, it often gets around. Wlien it has 
at length cleared tlje shallow waters, and gaiped tlie heavy current of 
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the ^lississippi, the landing such an unwieldly water craft, in such a 
current, is a matter of no httle difficulty and danger. 

All the toil, and danger, and exposure, and moving accidents of this 
long and perilous voyage, are hidden, however, from the inhabitants, who 
contemplate the boats floating by their dwellings on beautiful spring 
mornings, when the verdant forest, the mild and delicious temperature 
of the air, tlie delightful azure of the sky of this country, the fine bottom 
on the one hand, and the romantic bluff on the other, the broad and 
smooth stream rolling calmly down the forest, and floating the boat 
giently forward, present delightful images and associations to the be- 
holders. At this time there is no visible danger, or call for labor. The 
boat takes care of itself; and little do the beholders imagine, how differ- 
ent a scene may be presented in half an hour. Meantime one of the 
hands scrapes a violin, and the others dance. Greetings, or rude defian- 
ces, or trials of wit, or proffers of love to the girls on the shore, or saucy 
messages, are scattered between them and the spectators along the 
bonks. The boat glides on, until it disappears behind the point of 
wood. At this moment, perhaps, the bugle, with which all the boats are 
provided, strikes up its note in the distance over tlie water. These scenes, 
and these notes, echoing from the blufis of the beautiful Ohio, have a 
charm for the imagination, which although heard a thousand times re- 
peated, at all hours and in all positions, present the image of a tempting 
and charming youthful existence, that naturally inspires a wish to be a 
boatman. 

No wonder, that to the young, who are reared in these remote regions, 
with that restless curiosity, which is fostered by solitude and silence, 
and who witness scenes like this so frequently, the severe and unremit- 
ting labors of agriculture, performed directly in the view of such specta- 
cles, should become tasteless and irksome. No wonder, that the young, 
along the banks of the great streams, should detest the labors of the field, 
and embrace every opportunity, either openly, or, if minors, covertly to 
escape, and devote themselves to the pernicious employment of boating. 
In this view we may account for the detestation of the inhabitants, along 
these great streams, of steam boats, which are continually diminishing 
the number of all other boats and boatmen, and which have already with- 
drawn, probably ten thousand from that employment. We have seen, 
what is the character of this employment, notwithstanding all its seduc- 
tions- In no employment do the hands so soon wear out. It is compar- 
tively but a few years, since these waters have been navigated in any way. 
Yet at every bend, and every high point of the rivers, where you go oh 
shore for a moment, you may expect to see the nanow mound, and the 
rude mouument, and the coarse memorial carved on an adjoining tree by 
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brother boatmen, to mark the spot, where an exhausted boatman yielded 
his breath and was buried. 

The bayou at New Madrid has an extensive and fine eddy, into which 
boats float, ahnost without exertion, and land in a remarkably fine 
harbor. It may be fairly considered the central point, or the chief merid- 
ian of boats in the Mississippi valley. This bayou generally brings up 
the descending and ascending boats; and this is an excellent point of 
obsenration, ^tom which to contemplate their aspect, the character of boat- 
ing and the descriptkms and the amount of produce from the upper 
country. You can here take an imaginary voyage to the falls of St. An- 
thony, or Missouri ; to the lead mines of Rock river, or to Chichago of lake 
Michigan; to Tippicanoe of the Wabash, Orleannepoint of the Allegha- 
ny, Brownsville of the Monongahela, the Saline of the Kenhawa, or the 
mountains, round whose bases winds the Tennessee; or, if you choose, 
you may take the cheap and rapid journey of thought along the courses of 
tn hundred other rivers; and in the lapse of a few days^ residence in the 
spring, at this point, you may see boats, which have arrived here from all 
these imagined {daces. One hundred boats have landed here in a day. — 
The boisterous gaiety of the hands, the congratulations of acquaintances, 
who have met here from immense distances, the moving picture of life on 
board the boats, in the numerous animals, large and small, which they 
carry, their different ladings, the evidence of the increasing agriculture 
above, and, more than all, the immense distances, which they have already 
traversed, afford a copious fund of meditation. In one place there are 
boats loaded with pine jdank, from the pine forests of the southwest of 
New York. In another quarter there are numerous boats with the *Yan- 
kee notions^ of Ohio. In another quarter are landed together the boats of 
• old Kentucky,' with their whiskey, hemp, tobacco, bagging and bale 
rope; with all the articles of the produce of their soil. From Tennes- 
see there are the same articles, together with boats loaded with bales of 
cotton. From Illinois and Missouri, cattle, horses, and the general pro- 
duce of the western country, together with peltry and lead from Missouri. 
Some boats are loaded with com in bulk and in the ear. Others with barrels 
of apples and potatoes, and great quantities of dried apples and peaches. 
Others have loads of cider, that has been strengthened by boiling, or freez- 
ing. Other boats are loaded with furniture, tools, domestic and agricultural 
implements; in short, the numerous products of the ingenuity, specula- 
tion, manufacture and agriculture of the whole upper country of the 
West. They have come from regions, thousands of miles apart. They 
liave floated to a common point of union. — ^The surface of the boats 
cover some acres. Dunghill fowls are fluttering over the roofs, as invari- 
Me appendages. The piercing note of the chanticleer is heard.— The 
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cattle low. The horses trample, as in their stables. The swine utter the 
cries of fighting with each other. The turkeys gobble. The dogs of an 
hundred regions become acquainted. The boatmen travel about from 
boat to boat, make inquiries and acquaintances, agree to^lashboats^^as 
it is called, and form alliances to yield mutual assistance to each other on 
the way to New Orleans. Af^er an hour or two passed in this way, they 
spring on shore, to < raise the wind^ in the village. If they tarry all ni^^ 
as is generally the case, it is well for the people of the town, if they 
do not become riotous in the course of the evening; in which case^ 
strong measures are adopted, and the proceedings on both sides are 
summary and decisive. With the first dawn all is bustle and motion; 
and amidst shouts, and trampling of cattle, and barking of dogs, and 
crowing of the dunghill fowls, the fleet is in a half an hour all under way; 
and when tha sun rises, nothing is seen, but the broad stream rolling on 
as before. These boats unite once more at Natchez and New Orleans; 
and although they U^e on the same river, it is improbable that they ¥rill 
ever meet again on the earth. 

In passing below, we often see a number of boats lashed, and floating 
together. In travelling over the roofs of the floating town, you have a 
considerable walk. These associations have various objects. Boats 
80 united, as is well known, float considerably faster. Perhaps the 
object is to barter, and obtain supplies. Perhaps it is to kill beef, or 
pork, for fresh provisions. Apples, cider, nuts, dried fruit, whiskey, 
cider, peach brandy, and drams, are retailed ; and the concern b for a 
while one of great merriment and good will. Unforeseen moral storms 
arise; and the partnership, wliich began in a frolic, ends in a quarrel. 
The aggrieved discharge a few mutual volleys of the compliments, usu- 
ally interchanged on such occasions, unlash, and each one manages his 
boat in his own way^. 

The order of things in the western country naturally fosters a propensity 
for a floating life on the water. The inhabitants will ultimately become 
as famous, as the Chinese, for having their habitancy in boats. In time 
of high waters at the mouth of the Ohio, we were on board an immensely 
large flat boat, on which was ^ kept a town,^ which had figured in tho 
papers, as a place, that bade fair to rival the ancient metropolis of the 
Ddta and the Nile. — The tavern, the retail and dram shops, together 
wkh the inhabitants, and no small number of very merry customers, 
floated on the same bottom. We have seen a large tinner^s establishment 
floating down the Mississippi. It was a respectable manu&ctory; and 
the articles were sold wholesale and retail. There were three apart- 
ments, and a number of hands. When (hey had mended all the tin, and 
vendfDd all, that they could sell in one place, they floated on to another. 
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A piece goods store united with a bookstore is no uncommon establish- 
ment. We have heard of a large floating blacksmith's establishment; 
and of another, in which it was contemplated to work a trip hammer. 
Besides the numerous periogues, or singular looking Spanish and French 
trading retail boats, commonly called ' chicken thieves,' which scour the 
rivers within an hundred leagues of New Orleans, there are on all the 
waters of the West retail trading boats. They are often fitted up with no 
inconsiderable ingenuity and show. The goods are fancifully arranged 
on shelves. The delicate hands of the vender would bear a comparison 
with those of the spruce clerk behind our city counters. Every considera- 
ble landing place on the waters of the Ohio and the Mississippi has in the 
spring a number of stationary and inhabited boats, lying by at the shores. 
They are too often dram shops, and resorts of all kinds of bad company. 
A severe inquiry ought to be instituted at all these points, respecting the 
inmates and practices of these floating mansions of iniquity. 

There is no portion of the globe, where the invention of steam boats 
should be so highly appreciated, as in the valley of the Mississippi. This 
invention deserves to be estimated the most memorable era of the West; 
and the name of the inventor ought to be handed down with glory to the 
generations to come. No triumph of art over the obstacles of nature has 
ever been so complete. But for this invention, this valley might have 
sustained a nation of farmers and planters; and the comforts, the arts, 
refinements and intelligence of the day would have made their way slowly 
from New Orleans to the lakes, the sources of the Mississippi, and the 
Rocky mountains. Thousands of boatmen would have been slowly and 
laboriously warping, and rowing, and poling, and cordelling their boats, in 
a three months trip up these mighty and long streams, which are now 
ascended by steam boats in ten days. It may be safely asserted, that in 
many respects, the improvements of fifty years without steam boats, 
were brought to this country in five years after their invention. The dis- 
tant points of the Ohio and the Mississippi used to be separated by 
distances and obstacles of transit more formidable, in tlie passing, than the 
Atlantic. These points are now brought into juxtaposition. Distances 
on the rivers are not indeed annihilated ; but they are diminished to 
about an eighth of tlieir former extent ; and their difliculties and dangers 
are reduced even more than that. All the advantages of long rivers, 
such as variety of soil, climate, productions, remain divested of all the 
disadvantages of distance an4 difficulty of ascent. The day that com- 
memorates this invention, should be a holiday of interest, only second to 
that, which gave birth to the nation. 

It is, perhaps, necessary to have something of the experience, which 
we have had, of the slowness, difiiculty and danger of propelling boats 
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against the current of these long rivers, fully to estimate the advantages 
of this invention. — ^We have ascended the Mississippi in this way for 
fifty days in succession. We have had but too much of the same kind 
of experience on the other streams. We considered ten miles a day, as 
good progress. It is now refreshing, and it imparts a feeling of energy and 
power to the beholder, to see the large and beautiful steam boats scud- 
ding up the eddies, as though on the wing. When they have run out the 
eddy, and strike the current, it is a still more noble spectacle. The 
foam bursts in a sheet quite over the deck. The boat quivers for a 
moment with the concussion; and then, as though she had collected 
energy, and vanquished her enemy, she resumes her stately march, and 
mounts against the current ^ve or six miles an hour. We have travelled 
ten days together between New Orleans and Louisville, more than an 
hundred miles in a day against the stream. The difficulty of ascending 
used to be the only one, that was dreaded in the anticipation of a voyage 
of this kind. This difficulty has now disappeared, and the only one, 
that remains, is to furnish money for the trip. Even the expense, con- 
sidering the luxury of the fare, and accommodation, is more moderate, 
than could be expected. A family in Pittsburgh wishes to make a social 
visit to a kindred family on Red river. The trip, as matters now stand, 
is but two thousand miles. Servants, baggage, or ' plunder,' as the phrase 
is, the family and the family dog, cat and parrot, all go together. In twelve 
days they reach the point proposed. Even the return is but a short 
voyage. Surely we must resist strong temptations, if we do not become 
a social people. You are invited to a breakfast at seventy miles distance. 
You go on board the passing steam boat, and are transported, during the 
night, so as to go out in the morning, and reach your appointment. The 
day will probably come, when the inhabitants of the warm and sickly 
regions of the lower points of the Mississippi will take their periodical 
migrations to the north, with the geese and swans, and with them return 
to the south in the autunm. 

We have compared the most beautiful steam boats of the Atlantic 
waters with those of the Mississippi; and we have seen none, which in 
splendor and striking effect upon the eye, and the luxury and comfort of 
accommodation, surpass the Washington, Philadelphia, Lady of the Lake, 
Florida, and some others, on these waters. We have been amused in 
observing an Atlantic stranger, who had heard us described by the phrase 
* backwoods men,' taking his first survey of such a steam boat. If there 
be any ground of complaint, it is, that so much gorgeousness offends 
good taste, and seems to be in opposition to that social ease and comfort, 
which one would desire in such a place. Certainly, there can be no 
eomparison between the comfort of the passage from Cincinnati to New 
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Orleans in such a steam boat^ and a voyage at sea. Hie barren and 
boundless expanse of waters socm tires upon every eye^ but a seaman^s^ 
And then there are storms, and the necessity of fastening the taUes, and 
of holding to something, to keep in bed. There is the insupportable 
nausea of sea sickness, and there is danger. Here you aie always near 
the shore, always see the green earth; can always eat, write and study 
undisturbed. You can always obtain cream, fowls, vegetables, fruit, fresh 
meat, and wild game, in their season, from the shore. 

A stranger to this mode of travelling would find it difficult to describe 
his impressions upon descending the Mississippi for the first time in one 
of these steam boats, which we have named. He contemplates the pro- 
digious ccmstruction, with its double tiers of cabins, and its separate 
establishment for the ladies, and its commodious arrangements for the 
deck passengers and the servants. Over head, about him, and below bim^ 
all is life and movement. He contemplates the splendor of the cabin, its 
beautiful finishing of the richest woods, its rich carpeting, its mirrors and 
fine furniture, its sliding tables, its bar room, and all its arrangements for the 
accommodation of a hundred cabin passengers. The fare is sumptuous, 
and every thing in a style of splendor, order and quiet, far exceeding 
most city taverns. You read, converse, walk, or sleep, as you choose. 
You are not burdened by the restraint of useless ceremony. The varied 
and verdant scenery shifls about you. The trees, the green islands, the 
houses on the shore, every thing has an appearance, as by enchantment, 
of moving past you. The river fowl, with their white and extended lines, 
are wheeling their flight above you. The sky is bright. The river ia 
dotted with boats above, beside, and below you. You hear the echo 
of their bugle reverberating from the woods. Behind the wooded point 
you see the ascending column of smoke, rising over the trees, which 
announces, that another steam boat is approaching you. The moving 
pageant glides through a narrow passage, between an island, thick set 
with young cotton woods, so even, so beautiful, and regular, that they 
seem to have been planted for a pleasure ground, and the main shore. 
As you shoot out again into the broad stream, you come in view of a 
plantation, with all its busy and cheerful accompaniments. At other 
times you are sweeping along for many leagues together, where either 
shwe is a boundless and pathless wilderness. A contrast is thus strongly 
forced upon the mind, of the highest improvement and the latest pro-emi- 
nent inv^ition of art with the most lonely aspect of a grand but desolate 
nature, — ^the most striking and complete assemblage of ^lendor and 
comfcNTt, the cheerfulness of a floating hotel, which carries, perhaps, 
hundreds of guests, with a wild and uninhabited forest, it may be an hun- 
dred miles in width, the abode only of bears, owls and nojuous animahi 
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The Mississippi may be fairly considered, as the grand trunk of water 
communication, and the Missouri, Illinois, Ohio, White, Arkansas and 
Red rivers, the main arteries. Each of these again has its own system 
of circulation. To the lakes, and the immense distances of the highest 
boatable waters of the Alleghany, Monongahela, Kenhawa, Cumberland, 
Tennessee, Tazoo, Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas and Red rivers, add 
communications with all the shores and rivers of the northern lakes, the 
gulf of St. Lawrence, and the Atlantic sea board by the Ohio and Erie 
canal, and the Pennsylvania canal; and the numerous connexions of all 
the western boatable waters by canals, to which these will naturally give 
birth, and we may safely assert, that this valley is a sample entirely by itself 
on our globe of the ease and extent of inland water communications. 
New Orleans can not have less than 40,000 miles of interior navigation on 
all her lakes, bayous, and hundreds of boatable streams; without taking 
into view the added extent of the northern lakes, which will be connected 
with her by the Ohio canal. For water communication she has no rival 
nor compeer; and she may be justly denominated the queen of rivers. 
The whole western country is as strongly marked off from any other 
tegion by the number and extent of its navigable watera, as it is by the 
greater magnitude of its valley. 

We annex the subjoined table, as a complete list of the names and 
the tonnage of the steam boats at present on the western waters.''^ 

Civil Histobt. Our plan only admits a very brief summary of the 
Diore prominent points of those events, which may be supposed to have 
had a direct bearing upon the progress of the West. It will touch upon 
the discovery and settlement of Florida, and the country on the Missis- 
sippi; the first settlement of the eastern extremity of the valley by the 
western extension of Pennsylvania and Virginia over the mountains; the 
first settlement of Tennessee and Kentucky; those incidents in the war 
of the revolution, that occurred in the West; the settlement of Ohio; 
the Indian war, which ensued upon that settlement; the successive 
admission of the western states into the union; the first use of steam 
boats; the events of the late war, which happened in the west; and its 
subsequent improvement and prosperity. 

The first discovery and settlement of the country west of the Missis- 
sipfpt was by a Spanish squadron firom Cuba, commanded by Ponce de 
Leon, in 1512. Successive Spanish adventurers visited the country, 
allured by the hope of finding a visionary spring, which was to sustain 
those, who drank of it in perpetual youth; or the same harvest of golden 

*See Appendix, table No. VIII. 
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il'easures with their countrymen in Mexico and Peru. The country, 
though not fertile, abounded in fish and game, and with tribes of fierce 
savages. Vasquez, Narvaez, and Soto successively visited^ and surveyed 
the country. The French commenced a small settlement near St. Au- 
gustine, in 1564. It was cruelly destroyed by the Si^niards. The 
establishment, which they left in place of it, was in turn destroyed by 
the French. 

The settlement of Canada commenced in 1608, and speedily became 
a strong and populous colony. The honor of having discovered the 
Mississippi, is claimed both by the Spanish and the French. Marquette 
and Joliette, two French missioners in 1763 were probably the first 
Europeans, who exploied the river. La Salle, a year or two afterwards, 
foDowed their track from Canada, built a vessel called the Griffin on the 
lake, with which he crossed those lonely waters; descended the MIbsib* 
sippi ; and by his more extended survey, his greater enterprise, his adven« 
tures and misfortunes, identified his name with the Mississippi, as its 
discoverer. 

The Spanish made various unsuccessful efforts to form establishments 
in Florida. They renewed those efibrts, until they founded a feeble 
colony in East Florida; and gradually extended their settlements firom 
St. Augustine to Pensacola in West Florida. They had been in undis- 
turbed possession of that country more than fifty years, before the French 
began to settle the Illinois country. Not long afterwards, they de- 
scended the Mississippi, and formed settlements at Biloxi and Mobile 
in Florida. It was some time afterwards, that they founded St. Genevieve 
and St. Louis on the west shore of the Mississippi. The Illinois colony 
followed the chase in close intimacy with the Indians* They learned 
to cultivate maize from tliem ; and in their exceedingly fertile country 
soon introduced the cultivation of wheat. 

The first French settlement on the lower Mississippi, that acquired 
importance, was that made at New Orleans, in 1717, which became the 
germ of the respectable colony of Louisiana. The early periods of 
Florida and Louisiana are marked only by the customary incidents of 
commencing establishments in the American wilderness. Settlements were 
commenced, and abandoned. Frequent quarrels occurred with the Indians 
made a universal feature of these, in common with all other similar 
beginnings. ^Vhen France and Spain were at war as happened more 
than once during these annals, these remote colonies umformly felt the 
efiects. Expeditions against each other were fitted out, accompcnied by 
all the Indians, they could enlist under their standard. 

The first settlers ol Illinois, and Missouri were chiefly hunters from 
Canada, addicted to the woods. Louisiana was peopled by immigrants 
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direcdy from France, many of whom were persons of rank and family. 
These niilitary adventurers, in a remote country, and in want of wives 
were sometimes supplied by young ladies selected in the parent country 
without much discrimination, sent over the sea, and married in mass the 
first night of their arrival. 

iThe Spanish province of Florida derived its chief importance from its 
proximity to Cuba. Cooler and healthier than the burning climate of 
Havanna, it was considered a retreat from that city; and beside, occa- 
sionally furnished it with provisions. Various circumstances concurred 
to give slavery an early and extensive introduction into Louisiana. 
Agriculture, though among the last objects contemplated by the inhabi- 
tants, was forced upon thera by circumstances. Apparently ignorant of the 
ezhaustless fertility of the soil, the French for a long time imported their 
^visions from the parent country, or the Spanish colonies. Wars and 
the occasional suspension of their intercourse with France taught them 
the necessity of securing a less precarious subsistence from the soil. 
Illinois early sent down flour to Louisiana. , The culture of rice was 
^troduced with great success, to which were afterwards added cotton 
and sugar. The last important article was first cultivated in 1751, from 
Cane brought from Hispaniola. It was abandoned, and effectually re- 
sumed in 1704 by Etienne Bor6, a planter fron Dlinois. 

Difierent enumerations of the inhabitants gave results as follow. In 
1769 the population of upper and lower Louisiana viras 13,538; and of 
New Orleans 3,190. In 1785, 32,114; New Orleans 4^980; in 1788, 
42,611; New Orleans 5,338; in 1810, by the census taken by order of 
the American government^ Louisiana alone contained 76,566; and New 
Orleans 24,552. 

Could we present the picture of the pursuits and manners of the 
colonists of the Mississippi and Florida, in the commencing periods of 
their history, it would be striking frt>m its freshness and simplicity. The 
French in particular were remarkable for a talent of ingratiating them- 
selves with the savages; and for an easy amalgamation with them; at 
first from natural courtesy, which soon became a real inclination and a 
habit, llie soil was fertile, the climate mild, and the chase inexhaustible. 
Hieir choice of selection in a forest or prairie extended over eight hun- 
dred leagues ; unlike other European immigrants, who generally preferred 
lo settle themselves^at a distance.from each other, for the sake of range 
for ihfAT domestic animals, the French manifested propensities both 
vagrant and social, and each in the highest degree. Their villages, 
though a hundred leagues from each other, were built with such narrow 
sireeiSj that the villagers could carry on their voluble conversations across 
tlie way. It gratified their national ambition to maintain a prepondera- 
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ting influence among the savage tribes. The pursuit of the yoong men 
was to ascend the long rivers for furs and peltries, and to negotiate 
marriages. When they returned, dances and copious narratives of their 
adventures and exploits signalized their holiday of repose. Such is an 
outline of the modes of existence of the French in these early times in 
Kaskaskias, Cahokia, Vincennes, St. Genevieve, &. Louis, St Charles, 
the Post of Aritansas, Natchitoches, and Natchez. 

At New Orleans there was always a certain number of peofde of fashion, 
a kind of court, a theatre, and the semblance of more polished, but jho- 
baWy less happy amusements. Many of the inhabitants were pe(^e of 
fiunily, and the leading men military characters. The first settlers of 
Louisiana were probaWy of higher rank, than those of any other colony 
in North America, if we except Mexico. 

The lower classes had their dogs and guns, and Indian beauties; and 
to accommodate thdr vagrant propensities, there were rivers of a thou- 
sand leagues to ascend. An unexplored and unbounded forest full of 
game opened sufficient scope to their imagination and enterprise. Itwas 
perhaps a fortunate trait in their character, certainly an amiable one, that 
tfaey were so easy in forming associations with the savages, the only com- 
panions, they could expect in these remote deserts, where they heard 
from France seldom more than <Mice in a year. Their descendants, who 
inhabit these regions, speak of their fathers as a favored race of mortals, 
and of those times, as a golden ngp. 

From New Orleans and MobUe the exports were considerable, consist* 
ing of cotton, indigo, peltry, furs, hides, tallow, pitch, tar, ship timber 
and other raw materials. The coast above New Orleans was already 
beginning to be that highly cultivated district, which it has since become. 
The agriculture and exports went on steadily advancing, during all its 
political dianges and transfers. 

The settlements of the Mississippi valley began in its southwest and 
northeast extremities, the one point two thousand miles remo^ from the 
other. From these points, the population gradually extended, until they 
met in die centre. 

Pttt^nirgh, at first occu|tted by the French, and called Duquesne, and 
afterwards Fort Pitt, may be considered the hive, or panntal stock of 
the Angh) American settlements in the western country, which hn^ve out- 
numbered the population of the much more ancient French settlements d 
Illinois and Louisiana, in the proportion of fifty to one. There were a 
few sparse settlements on the upper waters of the Ohio and Monongahda^ 
as eariy as 1750. These settlements were made nnder the sancti<Mi of 
the English Ohio company, expressly with the purpose to restrain the 
French encroachments in that qnarter. In pursuance of their {dan 
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to connect tlieir settlements in Canada and Louisiana, they had estab- 
lished a fort at the junction of the Alleghany" and Monongahela. In 
1763 this establishment fell into the hands of the English,and its nam^ 
was changed fix)m fort Duquesne to Fort Pitt. The convenience and 
importance of its position soon attracted a considerable nomber of inhab- 
itants. Red Stone, now Brownsville, began the settlements on the 
Monongahela. These two towns were the nucleus of the establishments 
in West Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

As early as 1750, the French had established some small posts on the 
Alabama, Tombigbee and Tennessee rivers; In 1767, the English built 
fort Loudon on the north bank of the Little Tennessee, near the mouth 
of Tellico river. The object was to secure the fertile valley of the Ten- 
nessee against the occupation of the French, as an asylum for Americaa 
immigrants; and to defend the frontier settlements against the invasions 
of the savages. In 1760, this fort was taken by the Cherokees; and 
three hundred men, women and children were slain, and all die angle 
American inhabitants of Tennessee destroyed. 

In 1761 colonel Grant led a strong force into the Cherokee country, 
chastised the savages, and compelled them to sue for peace. From that 
time immigrants from Pennsylvania and Virginia began to find their way 
into the country, and to name the mountains and rivers. These hunters 
and adventurers broadened the circle of population, and gradually pene- 
trated into the interior of £ast Tennessee. 

The first settlement of Tennessee and Kentucky were nearly cotempo- 
raneons. The name of the famous Daniel Boone is identified with the 
diflcovery and settlement of both. Kentucky was first explored l^ Finley 
from North Carolina in 1767. Finley, Boone, Harrod and Logan are 
amcHig the conspicuous names of the hardy primitive adventurers into 
this fertile wilderness. Sevier, Tipton and Blount hold the same rank 
among the precursors in the settlement of Tennessee. 

Few colonies have existed, that can produce annals of deeper interest, 
than those which record the origin and progress of these states. The 
patriarchal pioneers of these backwoodsmen, were people of a peculiar 
and remarkable order, trained by circumstances to a character, which 
qnited force, hardihood, and energy in an astonishing degree. Opinioa 
has generally invested them with a predominance of rough traits, and 
rastic habits approximating the character of the Indians. They were in 
fact as much distinguished by an ample basis of gentlemanly character, 
and chivalrous notions of honor and justice, as for strength, firmness and 
bravery. 

There is an indescribable charm in becoming intimately acquainted 
with these noble founders of the empire of the west, from their firat fix- 
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ing their femilies in the selected spot in the forest, through their conflicts 
with the Indians, the difficulties incident to solitude, distance from all 
social comforts, and exposure to all the dangers of a stnmge climate; 
until their cahins are replaced by houses, and their houses by mansions; 
until their stations are converted to villages and the villages to towns; 
and until these sparse beginnings in the unexplored wilderness full of 
savages and wild beasts become powerful states. Imagination would 
recoil from the dreary uniformity of these early annals, in recording Indian 
assaults, burnings, murders, and all the ruthless manifestations ofunpity- 
ing and unsparing savage vengeance, were not the picture relieved by the 
reckless heroism of the undaunted spirits, that put a strong and cheerful 
hand to the first improvements, every moment surrounded by these 
savages. 

Four counties were constituted by law in Kentucky in 1783. Boons* 
borough, Harrodsburg, Limestone, now MaysviUe, Louisville, and 
Lexington were among the earliest and most conspicuous foundations in 
Kentucky. Knoxville and Nashville sustain the same relation to the 
early history of Tennessee, the former being settled in 1782, and the 
latter in 1784. Among the records of Indian assault and revenge the 
severest disaster in the history of the settlement of Kentucky is that of 
the defeat of the Kentuckians at the Blue Licks in 1782, in which sixty* 
one were slain and eight made prisoners. The first newspaper printed 
in Kentucky was printed at Lexington August 1787. 

As early as 1785, the people of Kentucky began to discuss the expe- 
diency of becoming an independent state. No little difficulty occurred 
in settling the preliminary arrangements, and obtaining the unqualified 
asseiit of Virginia, the parent state. 

In pursuing measures to become an independent state, Tennessee 
found more difficulty than Kentucky. Beside the same opposition from 
North Carolina, as Kentucky encountered firom Virginia, the peo|de 
were divided among themselves. A portion of the inhabitants, who 
wished to establish a state independent of the consent of North Carolina, 
the parent state, constituted themselves into a republic called Frankland. 
After an inefficient war of words with the authorities of North Carolina, 
and after some blood had been spilt in the cause, the new republic was 
nierged in the state of Tennessee, which was admitted into the union in 
1796. The annals of East and West Tennessee, present a dreary series 
of Indian murders, sometimes of individuals, sometimes of whole fami- 
lies down to as late a period, a^ three or four years after the establish* 
ment of the federal government. Imagination can scarcely realize, thai 
in this great and powerful state, now so prominent a member of the con- 
federacy, the Indian war whoop and the shrieks of assailed women and 



Digitized by 



Google 



CIVIL HISTORY. 165 

diilcbeii were Leard, and the blaze of houses and settlements, which the 
Indians had fired, were seen, af^er the year 1790, and in districts, wheie 
Indiws are now as seldom seen, as in Washington or Philadelphia. The 
first Tennessee newspaper was printed at RogersviUe, in November 
179L It was called the KnoxviUe Gazette. 

T%e most prominent trait of character in the people of these two 
states from the commencement was a sturdy spirit of independence, and 
the most vigilant jealousy of their rights. These traits were abundantly 
put forth in their discussions with their parent states, touching the 
question of their separation ; in the guarded manner in which they 
weighed the extent, the right and influeuce of federal jurisdiction, and in 
their extreme suspicion, touching the manner, in which congress vindi- 
cated their claims to the free navigation oi the Mississippi. 

The commencement of the great state of Ohio, at present the fourth in 
point of size in the Union, and completing the chain of population be- 
tween the eastern and western divisions of the settled portion of this 
valley, was of still more recent date. The progress of this great state 
has no parallel in the history of colonies, in point of advancement in na* 
ttonal wealth, population, strength and improvement of every kind. 
Forty years since, it was in the occupation of savages. It now numbers 
a milUon of inhabitants, a hundred and thirty thousand militia, two canals, 
one over three hundred miles in length, one considerable and rapidly 
advancing city, a great number of towns, and a hundred populous villa- 
ges. Handsome houses are springing up every year. Large manufac- 
turing establi^mients, are constantly arising, emulating the same order 
of things in the Atlantic country. A mass of farmers is spread over the 
whole state, rich in rural abundance, in simplicity of manners, and the 
materials of genuine independence. Of its schools, colleges, manufacto- 
ries and national improvements, any state, however advanced in im- 
provement, might be proud. All this progress has been from an innate 
principle of vigor, without the forcing aid of speculation, opulence, or 
power; and is a triumph so recently won from the forest, that on all sides 
we still see the remains of the original trees in the fields. 

The order of settlement in this state, as if fashioned from that of the 
Afississippi valley, conunenced almost at the same time in its eastern 
and western extremities. As France claims the paternity of the settle- 
ments along the course of the Mississippi, and North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia, of Kentucky and Tennessee, Ohio may be considered the offspring 
of New England and New Jersey. The famous wagon which carried out 
the first settlers from Massachusetts to Ohio, started in 1788. General 
Putnam and Dr. Cutler may be estimated the pioneers of the settle- 
ment of Marietta. 
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Judge Symmes, with a number of settlers from New York, New Jer- 
sey and and western Pennsylvania commenced the settlement between 
the two Miamies, as the point, which is now Columbia, in November 
1789. Fort Washington was established on the present site of Cincinnati 
in the same year. This establishment was the germ of the town, wMch 
was originally called Losantiville. Ludlow, Filson, Denman and Patter^ 
son were the original purchasers of the town plat. In 1789 the settl^oent 
numbered twenty log cabins, two marriages were celebrated, and the 
first child was bom. •The first court was organized in 1790, and tha 
name of the place changed to Cincinnati. 

The settlements, thus commenced at Marietta and Cincinnati, rapidly 
extended on every side, until checked by the Indian war in 1791. From 
that period commenced the same gloomy and uniform series of Indian 
massacres, assaults and burnings, that signalized the beginnings of all 
the American settlements. The disastrous campaign of General St. 
Clair for a while arrested the progress of the settlements. Many of the 
inhabitants of Cincinnati were killed in that campaign, and many other 
settlers moved for security into Kentucky, which had attained a compact- 
ness of population to be fearless of Indian assault. The glorious cam- 
paign of Wayne succeeded; and an end was put to this sanguinary 
warfare in 1795. 

, From this time, there was a rush of immigration towards the Ofaia 
valley. The wonderful tale of western exuberance once more circulated 
with effect along the whole range of the Atlantic country. It was no 
longer counterbalanced by the dread of the Indian scalping knife. ALL 
the great roads of approach to the western country were crowded with 
adventurers directing their course towards the land of promise; and 
fleets pf boats were continually floating them down the Ohio. The 
settlements diverged from Marietta on the one hand, and Cincinnati on 
the other towards the height of land between the Ohio and the lakes. 

Connecticut Reserve was settled chiefly from Connecticut. The ex- 
traordinary fertility of the Scioto valley early attracted inhabitants. The 
country on the Great Miami, from Cincinnati to Dayton, and thence ta 
Urbanna soon became populous; and the -great outline of the state of 
Ohio rapidly filled with inhabitants, and the noiseless and powerful 
march of industry transformed the silence of the forest to cultivation^ 
farms, villages and towns. 

The first territorial legistature met at Cincinnati in 1799. Repre. 
sentatives from Detroit and Kaskaskias, eight hundred miles apart, were 
present. The act of Congress admitting Ohio into the union, was passed 
in 1801 ; and in 1803, the present constitution of the state went inta 
operation. 
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It should have seemed, that this vast country of forests and prairies 
in the interior of the continent, so recently and sparsely settled, ought 
to have avoided the horrors of war. Such has not been its fortune. 
Beside its constant exposure, in all directions, to the covert ambush 
and the fierce assault of the savages, its shores have been abundantly 
stained with the blood of men of our own race, brought here by the 
cupidity and revenge of corrupt princes, separated from it by an ocean; 
and who received, and inflicted death in these remote regions for causes, 
in which they had no personal concern. 

We shall present some of the more important military events, that have 
twcurred in the west, in the unpretending form of annals. 

War existing' between France and Spain, Pensacola was invaded by 
a French expedition, aided by four hundred Indians, in 1719. Two 
vessels of war invested it by sea. The ^Spanish governor surrendered 
on condition, that the garrison should be transported to Havanna. It 
was re-taken the same year by a Spanish fleet. 

The general massacre of the French at Natchez by the Indians hap- 
pened November 1729. Never was vengeance so complete. The town 
was crowded with people assembled to witness a great savage festival. 
Had garrison was filled with warriors introduced without suspicion. At 
a given signal the massacre commenced. Of seven hundred people 
scarcely enough were left to carry the tidings. The settlements on the 
Yazoo and Washita shared the same fate. The French retaliated this 
massacre by nearly extirpating the whole nation of the Natchez. 

A renmant of this people took shelter with the Chickasaws, and were 
demanded by the French . The Chickasaws, in alliance with the English, 
refused to yield them. Bienville led a French expedition from Mobile 
against them, which was aided by an auxiliary French force from Illhiois. 
Both the invading forces were defeated by the Chickasaws. Another 
expedition by the same officer with a greater force, was equally un- 
successful. 

In pursuance of their plan, to surround the English colonies on the 
Atlantic sea board by a line of posts connected by water communica- 
tkms, from the gulf of St. Lawrence to the gulf of Mexico, the French, 
with equal energy and ingenuity had arranged a chain of posts, portages, 
loads and alliances with the Indians, which kept up an easy and unbroken 
connecticMi between Canada and Louisiana. It was drawn, as a bow 
string, directly in the rear of the whole English colonial line of settle- 
ments. It was an important part of this chain, to add to it a communi- 
cation between lake Erie and the Ohio. For this purpose, the French 
establisfaed a fort on a water of the Alleghany river, intermediate between 
lake Erie and the Ohio. The connection was completed by the erection 



Digitized by 



Google 



168 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. 

of Fort Duquesne at the point, where the junction of the Alleghany and 
Monongahela forms the Ohio, the present site of Pittsburgh* 

General Braddock, with a considerable body of regular troopd, aided 
by a force of provincials under General Washington, was ordered to cross 
the Alleghany mountains, and attack this fort* Obstinately attached to 
tiie regularity of European tactics^ against the advice of men experienced 
in Indian warfare, the British general marched in the depth of the fq|$)^ 
into an ambush of French and Indians concealed aipi^Kiie trees. A 
masked and murderous fire was opened upon them from behind the treesi 
In vain he charged an invisible enemy with the bayonet. He was mortally 
wounded, his force defeated, and the greater portion slain. Here Gen- 
eral Washington developed the first traits of his military diaracter. Twa 
horses were killed under him, and four balls passed through his 45oat* 
Calm and self possessed, the shield of providence seemed tol)e cast over 
him. It was owing to his skill and management, that any part of Brad- 
dock's force was saved. 

At this time the eventfiil victory of Wolfe upon the heights of Abraham 
settled the momentous question, which of the nations,' France or Englandi 
should have the ascendency in the future destinies of this continent. 
Never were more eventful consequences decided by the issue of one 
combat. 

But the French, though subdued in Canada, stiD retained the ascend-* 
ency of their influence over the savages. Instigated by them, the Chero^ 
kees slaughtered the English settlers and traders upon the frontiers of 
the Carolinas. The provincials, to the number of twelve hundred, 
marched into the country of the Cherokees, and inflicted an ample 
vengeance* 

The Indians in their turn attacked Fort Loudon in Tennessee* It 
surrendered to them; and they violated the convention, by a ruthless and 
indiscriminate murder of men^ women and children. Some of the roalesi 
were burned at a slow fire, into which their children were thrown; and 
the mothers were carried into a captivity worse than death. 

The war between Great Britain, France and Spain closed in 1763* 
Canada was ceded to Great Britain, and Louisiana to Spain. The Span^ 
ish commenced their rule in that country by an act of wanton and gratu- 
itous cruelty, executing six distinguished Louisianians, who had opposed 
the Spanish occupation of the government, and sending six others to the 
dungeons of Havanna. 

By this treaty Florida had been ceded by Spain to the English. A 
British regiment, descending the Mississippi, to take possession of the 
ceded territory, was attacked by the Tunica Indians, ^near the site of 
Fort Adams; Major Loftus, the commander, was kUled, and most of the 
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regiment slain. This disaster is commemorated by giving his name to 
the conspicuous heights on the Mississippi, where he fell. 

An interval of nine years of peace, as regarded the quarrels of the 
different European colonists, succeeded. During this peace, the western 
Indians, if they did not share it, were in some degree restrained in the 
extent of their assaults and ravages; and the western forests and prairies 
were peopling in silence by Europeans, or their descendants. 

At the close of this interval, commenced the war of the American 
revolution. The French and Spanish, in these remote colonies, were 
soon drawn into the contest. The Spanish, as the allies of the French, 
made their first effort against the British Colony of Florida, their ancient 
possession. 

Galvez, the Spanish governor of Louisiana, assailed Baton Rouge with 
two thousand three hundred men, aided by battering cannon. The British 
garrison of five hundred men was obliged to surrender. Flushed by this 
success, in 1780 he fitted out a naval expedition against Mobile, which 
also surrendered to his forces. 

A formidable Spanish fleet, with twelve thousand troops on board, soon 
after sailed from Cuba, to attempt the recapture of the whole province 
of Florida; and, although the fleet experienced the most signal disasters 
from sickness and storms, Pensacola was taken from the British, and the 
whole province was conquered. 

Upper Louisiana was little affected by this war, until near its close. 
In 1780 an expedition of English and Indians from Cana^ by way of 
the lakes assailed the peaceful French establishments in Missouri. St. 
Louis was taken, sixty of the inhabitants slain, and thirty made prisoners. 
The French of that vicinity still distinguish that disastrous event by the 
era of Pannee du coup. 

They were delivered from their invaders by a respectable force under 
the command of the gallant American General Clark. The expediticm 
under this veteran commander had been fitted out chiefly by Virginia, and 
ordered into these distant regions to repel the invasion of the English 
and Indians as far as possible from her frontiers, which were supposed to 
be the whole western country. General Clark descended the Ohio with 
a regiment of infantry and a troop of cavalry. Part of his force marched 
by land from Louisville, and in the endurance of incredible hardships, 
advanced through the swamps and ices of the drowned lands of the 
Wabash, and met the other part of the force, that had made its way down 
the Ohio and up the Wabash by water, before Vincennes, i?hich was in 
possession of a considerable British force. That force, completely sur- 
prised, surrendered at discretion, and siiffered a severe retsiiation for 
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their cruelties. General Clark unkennelled the savages from their lurk- 
ing places in these quarters, and carried the American standard in 
triumph to the Mississippi. The invading forces sent from Canada 
against St. Louis, shrunk from conflict with the American General, dis« 
persed and made their way hack as they could, to Canada. 

In 1780 on the mountains, that separate North Carolina from Tennes- 
see, was fought the gallant battle of King^s Mountain, in which the 
backwoods men of Kentucky and Tennessee had so glorious a share. 
Few actions on record hav6 been more fiercely contested. The British 
repeatedly charged the mountaineers with fixed bayonets. Ferguson, 
the British commander, was slain. The enemy lefl one hundred and fifty 
on the field; six hundred and ten were made prisoners, and fifteen bun- 
dled stand of arms were taken. Only four hundred and forty of the foe 
escaped. Colonels McDowell, Cambell, Shelby, Sevier, in a word, every 
soldier and officer gained in that battle imperishable honor. No victory 
could have had a more auspicious influence upon the incipient settlements 
in Kentucky and Tennessee. The peace of 1783 left the country en 
the Ohio and Mississippi free from all other conflicts, but the unremitting 
hostility of the savages. 

Relieved from one form of apprehension, the western settlers soon 
met another. The right to navigate the Mississippi, the great wes- 
tern canal of export and import, was refused to the Americans by the 
Spanish authorities of Louisiana. This became a fruitful source of 
dispute ahd re-crimination. The inhabitants of Kentucky and Tennes- 
see, jealous of their rights, and not satisfied with the eflbrts of Congress 
to procure them redress, seemed strongly disposed to take justice into 
their own hands. There appears to have been no less than five distinct 
parties among them at this time. 

The first advocated an independent government in the west, and a 
commercial treaty with Spain. The second proposed to annex Kentucky 
to Louisiana. This party was fostered by Spanish intrigue and gold. 
The third proposed to make war with Spain, and seize Louisiana. A 
fourth party sustained the American confederation, and proposed to 
extort the fiee navigation of the Mississippi by the menace of an invasion 
of Louisiana. Tlie fifth wished Louisiana to return under French sway, 
and that Kentucky should make part of it. 

The fires of discord between these parties were fanned by the English, 
Spanish and French, according to their respective views. But a new 
element of political influence was beginning to be felt. It was the course, 
alike wise, firm and conciliating, of the federal government, which shortly 
merged all these interests in the overwhelming preponderance of genoioe 
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American loyalty* The Spanish treaty of 1795 was the result, which, 
after a series of alierc:itions and difficulties by the Spanish commissioner, 
went into quiet effect in 1798. 

The western Indians had generally taken part with Great Britain in 
the war of the revolution. Alarmed at the flood of immigration, which 
poured into the western country on the return of peace, they still kept 
up the war on their own account. The southern Indian^, under 
McGillivsay, were quieted by a treaty; but the northern Indians 
etubbomly resisted all efforts at pacification. General Harmar was sent 
against them with a considerable force. Some hard fighting with doubt- 
fid success succeeded. 

Next year General St. Clair was sent against them, with a still larger 
force. The Indians attacked him, Novttnber 1792, not far from the 
Miami villages. A severe and fatal battle for the Americans ensued. 
They were completely routed, and more than six hundred men, including 
thirty eight officers slain. The wounded, many of whom died, exceeded 
two hundred and sixty. It was the severest disaster, which had befallen 
the American arms in the west. It gave new extent and energy to the 
scalping knife. In the investigation of this bloody afiaii^ which took 
jdaoe before Congress, it was proved, that between 1763 and 1790, fifteen 
hundred inhabitants of Kentucky had been massacred, or made prisoners 
by the Indians; and an equal number on the frontiers of Pennsylvania 
and Virginia, and that one hundred and twenty persons had been killed, 
or made prisoners, a number of whom had been burned at the stake, 
during thirty days, in which the Indians were proposing to make a treaty. 

This disaster and these representations effectually aroused the people. 
General Wayne was sent against the Indians. His collected force ex- 
ceeded three thousand men. He attacked the combined Indians, and 
gained a mmnorable and complete victory. The fugitives took shelter 
under the guns of a British fort. General Wayne justly treated the 
commander of the fort, and the traders sheltered in it, who had obviously 
supplied the Indians with arms, provisions and amunition, with very little 
ceremony, burning their stores and their cocn, and driving them to the 
security of the range of their own guns. In August 1792, a general 
treaty with the Indians was concluded, and the desolating horrors of Indian 
warfiue were brought to an end. 

This peace, so auspicious to the progress of the West, was soon 
followed by internal dissentions. The first extention of the federal sway 
was regarded with suspicion in various parts of the union. Congress 
had passed a law imposing duties on spirits distilled in the United States. 

This law was peculiarly obnoxious to the people of west Pennsylvania. 
A decidM and systematic oppo«fition to government was organized. 
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Civil processes instituted under that government were resisted. The 
marabal at Pittsburgh and General Neville, in whose house he took 
shelter, were seized, and otherwise treated with violence, to escape which, 
they made their retreat down the Ohio. 

The government conducted with deliberate firmness. After all efforts 
at conciliation had been exhausted, a strong force was sent over the 
mountains commanded by the Governors of Virginia, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. The unanimity of the nation, and the greatness of the 
force prevented the effusion of blood. The insurgents submitted with- 
out resistance. A few were arrested, and one person, who had rendered 
himself peculiarly obnoxious by his violence, escaped. 

The western country meanwhile continued to fill with immigrants with 
a rapidity unparalleled in the annals of any other country. The wood- 
man^s axe was heard in innumerable places in the forest. Commencing 
towns and villages sprung up among the deadened trees on every side. 
The surplus produce of the west began to descend the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi, in all the whimsical varieties of boats, that float on those streams. 
At fi:equent intervals occasional murders of the people on the frontiers 
continued to- occur, and keep alive the smothered feelings of hatred and 
revenge which existed between the two races. But the flood of immi- 
gration still continued to flow on^ unchecked by these local causes of 
alarms 

War raged again in Europe. France, Spain and England preyed 
upon our commerce. Spain, beside joining in the general plunder, shut 
th6 port of New Orleans against us. Twelve regiments were added to 
our army. Three of the old regiments were ordered to a point near the 
- mouth of the Ohio, and other demonstrations of a purpose to redress our 
wrongs by focce were made. 

Early in the administration of Jefferson, Spain restored us the right of 
deposit at New Orleans, and informed us at the same time, that she had, 
by a.treaty of 1801, ceded Louisiana to the government of France, 
which had become a republic. A French army which had been appointed 
avowedly for the purpose of occupying Louisiana, was blockaded in a 
Dutch port by a British squadron. France wanted money, more than 
colonies^ which she had no navy to occupy or defend; and by the treaty 
of April 1808, in consideration of fifteen millions of dollars, she ceded 
Louisiana to the United States. The immense valley of the Mississippi, 
in its whole extent, l)ecame ours, opening a new era to the West, which 
St will be dear to freedom as long as the Mississippi shall roll 
a. 

^unous expedition of Burr occurred in 1806-7. He descended 
issippi early in January of the latter year with fourteen boats. 
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and from eighty to one hundred men. Being apprised, that his move- 
ments were viewed with suspicion^ he gave bonds to the authorities of 
the Mississippi territory, which, however, he soon left, and a reward of 
two thousand dollars was oficred for his apprehension. The professed 
object of this mad expedition was to occupy and settle a large purchase 
of lands on the Washita. 

His real purpose, founded on erroneous views of the disloyalty of the 
West, was probably, to detach it from the confederacy, and establish an 
empire for himself. Some persons were arrested, as accomplices with 
Burr, among whom were BoUman and Ogden. Burr himself was after- 
wards tried, and acquitted. 

The year 1812 was memorable, as the era of the first successful use of 
steam boats on the western waters. At the commencement of the winter 
tlie steam boat New Orleans, carrying between three and four hundred 
tons, descended from Pittsburgh to New Orleans in two hundred and * 
fifty-nine hours. The first experiment was extremely fortunate, and, 
comparing this passage with that of seventy-five days for the descent of 
a flat boat from the same place, presented the advantages of steam navi- 
gation in strong contrast. £very reflecting person could easily divine, 
what an immense bearing this wonderful invention of steam boats would 
have upon the future growth and prosperity of the West. The census of 
1810 gave the West nearly a million of inhabitants, about eight times 
the number of 1799. 

It has been seen, that our commerce had been plundered by England, 
France and Spain. Our political relations with the tvm former powers 
had been for some time on a precarious footing. It was a question dis- 
cussed in Congress with no little asperity, on which of these powers we 
should make war, to redress our wrongs. It was ultimately determined 
to select England, as having inflicted the most palpable injuries, and as 
being most accessible in her colonial possessions. For some time her 
ancient influence with the Indians on our northern and western fh)ntiers 
had been gathering strength against us. The long suppressed flame burst 
forth at length in the battle of Tippicanoe. At the close of 1811 the 
former scenes of savage assault and murder along the frontier settlements 
were renewed with incessant incursions and the murder of whole fami- 
lies. Beside the usual instigation and influence of British traders the 
famous Shawnese prophet appealed to their bloody superstitions to iiicite 
them to general league against us. Generals Harrison and Boyd marched 
against them with some militia and a regiment of regular troops. In thirty 
days they arrived in the vicinity of the prophet's town. Socwi afterwards, 
they weie attacked in the night by the Indians. It was a scene of confusion 
and blood. But the prompt and judicious movements of general Harri- 
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Bon and the gallant charge of the regular troops, soon cleared the camp of 
the assailants. In this ^urried and bloody affair the Americans lost 188 
ifien killed and wounded. Among the slain were some officers of great 
bravery and merit. The Indian loss was supposed have been equal. 

In June 1812, war was declared by the United States against Great 
Bntain. An army of 2500 men, consisting of regulars and Ohio volun^ 
iteers collected at Detroit under the command of General Hull. After a 
series of skirmishes honorable to Colonels Cass and Miller, General Hull 
surrendered his whole force, Detroit and the territory of I^Iichigan to the 
British General Brock. Never was event more {M'olific of shame, dis- 
grace and disaster. 

The Indians were at once on the alert in hostility to our cotmtry from 
the lakes to the ^If of Mexico. Colonel Newman of the Georgia volun 
teers distinguished himself in a desperate and gallant struggle with the 
Seminole Indians on the Georgia frontier. 

About this time the Creeks and Seminoles assaulted and took Fort 
Mimms on, the Tensa in Mississippi. It was commanded by Major 
Beasly with 150 men. Three hundred persons, more than half women 
and children were massacred. Never was savage cruelty more atrocious 
and unsparing. But seventeen persons escaped. General Jackson, 
nobly sustained by Generals Cofiee a^ Carroll, was ordered into the 
Creek country. Encountering disajQTection, desertion, want of provisions^ 
and innumerable difficulties of every sort, he succeec|ed in defeating and 
humbling them to the sure submission of fear and inability of further an- 
noyance. Th« victories over the Creeks were named from the places, 
where the battles were fought, Tallushatchee, Talladega, Emuckfaw, and 
Tahopeka. The last victory was most terribly decisive. The Indians 
left 557 dead; and only four men, along with 300 women and children 
were taken prisoners. Humanity recoils from the contemplation of the 
misery and ruin inflicted upon this fierce and deluded people. But it 
must be remembered, that they had been incurring this severe reckoning 
by cruelties and murders for twenty years, crowned with the horrore of 
Fort Mimms. The meed of unshrinking perseverance, the most cool and 
determined bravery, unflinching patriotism, and able management in the 
prosecution of this war must be awarded to General Jackson. 

Meanwhile, after the fall of Detroit, savage vengeance raged with un- 
relenting fury along the whole lake frontier. Various successful incur- 
sions were made in retaliation, in which the Indians in their turn 
experienced deserved chastisement. But tlie united forces of the Brit- 
ish and Indians, were successful in defeating general Winchester, who 
was captured with some of his officers in the early part of the action. 
After a severe engagement, the remainder of the American troops, 
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between five and six hundred, surr^idered. The Indians violated the 
terms of the surrender, and a general and horrible massacre ensued, to the 
perpetual infamy of General Proctor, and his forces, who c(Hiducted on 
this occasion, with little more humanity and good faith, than the savages 
themselves. This bloody afiair is known in the west by the name of the 
* massacre of the Raisin.' 

During the memorable siege of Fort Meigs by the British and Indians, 
the besiegers were assailed by Colonel Dudley who arrived, commanding 
a brigade of Kentucky recruits. The enemy fled, and the ardor of these 
brave men carried them too far in the pursuit. They fell into an ambus- 
cade, and suffered severely. A sortie from the Fort, intended as a 
diversion, in favor of the Kentucky force, was assailed by four times its 
number; and would have been cut off, but for the gallantry of lieutenant 
Gwynne, who opportunely charged the Indians, and saved the detach- 
ment. The siege was soon after raised. The American loss, during the 
thirteen days, which it lasted, vtras 270 killed and wounded. 

At this time Major Croghan gained imperishable honor by his intrepid 
defence of Fort Stephenson. With only 160 men he was besieged by 
500 regulars and 700 Indians under the command of general Proctor. 
After an unavailing attempt to storm the Fort, the besiegers decamped, 
having lost 150 men in the attempt. 

The brilliant and complete victory of the gallant Perry over the Brit- 
ish fleet on lake Erie ensued, and gave the American cause the inestima- 
ble advantage of the complete command of the lake. The striking array 
of a British and American fleet was seen from the shores of Ohio, round- 
ing to the shore to transport the American troops to the invasion of the 
Canadian shore. These troops were landed from sixteen vessek and 
one thousand boats in perfect order a league below Maiden. It was an 
incident equally novel, cheering and impressive. Maiden and Amherts- 
burg wefre successively occupied. The savages were unkennelled from 
their dens, where they had been retained, and unleashed; and where they 
had returned, and treasured their horrid trophies of human scalps. 
Scarcely a volunteer entered these odious places, but had suffered in his 
person, property, relati(»is or friends by the assaults and massacres here 
in^igated. To show the strongest possible contrast to the deportment of 
the enemy at the Raisin, private property, houses and persons were spared, 
not excepting the house of the renegado, Colonel Elliot. 

An engagement followed between the American army commanded by 
General Harrison, and the British and Indians under General Proctor 
and Tecumseh. The American mounted troopadashed through the ene- 
mfa centie, producing the immediate surrender of 472 men and their 
offioers. General Proctor escaped by the speed of his horse. 
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The Indians contested the battle with mucli more pertinacity, than 
their British allies. The renowned Tecumscli put forth all his powers ; 
but after a fierce contest, the savages were defeated; and Tecumseh 
was slain, it is commonly reported by Colonel Johnson, in personal 
contest. 

Among the singular trophies of this victory were several pieces of brass 
cannon, which had been taken from Burgoyne at Saratoga, surrendered 
by General Hull with Detroit, and now returned to the Americans again. 
No event in this war had been so directly auspicious to the western 
country, as this victory. Michigan was recovered; and Ihe British force 
in upper Canada broken down. The spirit and confidence of the north- 
em savages were quelled; and the people along the wide western frontier 
were relieved from their apprehensions, and returned in security and 
peace to their accustomed habitations. 

Scarcely had the Creeks been brought to terms in the south, before 
the southern people were alarmed with the more formidable apprehensions 
of British invasion. General Jackson marched with his forces to Pensa- 
cola, which was already in the occupation of the British. The British 
failed in an obstinate naval attack upon Fort Bowyer in Mobile bay ^ and 
were defeated with the loss of 230 men killed and wounded. 

The British forces then retired to Pensacola. That tovni and Barran- 
cas were assaulted^ and taken, and the British completely dislodged fix>m 
all the posts upon that shore. From these achievements General Jackson 
march^ to New Orleans, and put forth aU his energy and decision in 
coUecting forces, and placing Louisiana in the best possible state of 
defence. 

A well contested engagement took place between an attack of British 
barges, and the small American naval force, of gun boats near the Rigo- 
let or pass fipom lake Borgne into lake Ponchartrain. The bravery of 
the Americans vas never more honorably conspicuous; though the 
American gun boats were captured by an overwhelming force. The 
British loss in the action far exceeded ours. 

The British army, which had been hovering on the gulf shore,7debaik- 
ed safely at Bayou Bienveiiu, fifteen miles southeast of New Orleans. 
General Jackson resolved to give them battle. His recent recruits fix»m 
the upper country were promptly on the field of battle. Commodore 
Patterson in the schooner Caroline opened a destructive fire upon them. 
After a virarm action, necessarily involved in much confusion from the 
late hour, in which it was commenced, and from the ignorance of both 
forces of the ground, and of each others positions, the British thrice 
assailed, and beaten, retired a mile. Satisfied with the omen, and this 
fiiBt result of what the British bad to expect from us, and aware that ihe 
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British were double our numbers, General Jackson recalled his troops to 
their position. Our loss was 139 killed and wounded, and 74 pris- 
oners. The killed, wounded and prisoners of the enemy amounted to 
400» Soon after, we had the misfortune to lose the schooner, which 
had so severely annoyed the British. 

Fortunately before the great battle of the eighth of January, the long 
expected reinforcement Irom Kentucky, amounting to 2250 men, arrived 
at our camp. The eighth of January dawned, and the British commenced 
upon our line one of the most obstinate attacks on military record. They 
were defeated with prodigious slaughter. Their killed, wounded and 
prisoners exceeded 2600 men. Although tlie British had been success- 
ful in an attack upon the American troops on the opposite bank of the 
river, compelling the American force under General Morgan to retreat, 
having lost their Generals Packingham, Gibbs and Keane, they felt no 
dispk>sition longer to contest the possession of a soil, that had been so fatal 
to them, and soon after embarked in their fleet. 

It may well be supposed that a scene of exultation, past the power of 
words to describe, ensued in the camp, and in New Orleans. The brave 
troops of the west returned to their homes covered with imperishable 
honors, to hand down the story of their achievements to their children. 

In making this glorious defence of the shores of the gulf of Mexico, 
and in gaining these victories. General Jackson was obliged to resort to 
the strong measures of military decision and promptness. We have not 
space, in which to array the innumerable difficulties, he had to encoun- 
ter from a country, but recently accustomed to American rule, peopled 
to a considerable degree with inhabitants of another language and na- 
tion, the want of arms, the numercial weakness of his force, and his 
great distance from adequate reinforcements and supplies. The brevity 
of our sketch accords with our inclination in excluding us from any dis- 
cussion of the necessity of many of the measuces, to which he had 
resorted; and from questioning the grounds of a reaction of public feel- 
ing, which occurred on the return of tranquillity. His conduct in 
proclaiming martial law, and suspending the privilege ofJutbeas corpus, 
removing some suspected citizens, and punishing some deserters with 
the last rigor of martial law, underwent a severe investigation, at the time, 
an investigation which subsequent <urcumstances have renewed with in- 
creased asperity. 

At this day, however different may be the estimate of the political 
character of general Jackson, no one can fail to do justice to his wisdom^ 
bravery and good conduct in the prosecution of this campaign. No one 
can fail to admit, that the emergencies of the case called for such a 
general, and that weak and vacillating measures could scarcely have failed 
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to have lost the country. On tlie 13th of the month, peace was officially 
announced in the camp. On the 24th, General Jackson was prosecuted 
for contempt of court at the suit of Judge Hall, and was cast in a fine of a 
thousand dollars. General feeling in view of the sentence was mani-> 
fested by the citizens. It was proposed to give publicity to that feeling 
by paying the fine by voluntary contribution. It was no sooner meditated 
than done. So numerous were the citizens, who desired to contribute, 
that the entire sum was raised in a few minutes. The general, under- 
standing what was agitated, sought the marshal, paid the fine, and 
avoided an obligation, which his feelings would not allow him to incun 
Previous to breaking up his camp, he issued an impressive and affec* 
tionate address to his brave companions in arms, and was soon on hifl 
way to his home. Grateful and affectionate honors awaited him every 
where, and most of all at home, where he was welcomed by a reception 
from his fellow citizens, that must have been more delightful, than all his 
previous triumphs. 

The close of the war, as might be expected produced a general pacifi- 
cation of the savages on our whole frontier. It was obvious to intellects 
less vigorous than theirs, that if they had the worst of tlie contest, when 
aided by all the power of Britain and the countenance of the Spanish, 
they could have little hope, of continuing the contest with us single 
luoided. Profound peace was soon restored to all our borders, from the 
northeast to the southwest frontier. vThe tide of immigration which had 
been arrested during the war, set more strongly towards the western 
country for having been so long kept back. Shoals of immigrants were 
tieen on all the great roads leading in that direction. Oleanne, Pittsburgh, 
BrownsviUe, Wheeling, Nashville,. Cincinnati, and St. Louis overflowed 
with them. Ohio and Indiana beheld thousands of new cabins spring up 
in their forests^ On the borders of the solitary prairies of Illinois and 
Kissouri, smokes were seen streaming alofl from the dwellings of recent 
settlers. The settlements which had been broken up during the war, 
were re-peopled, and many immigrants returned again to the very cabins, 
which they had occupied before the war. Boon^s*lick and Salt river, in 
Missouri, were the grand points of immigration, as were the Sangama 
and the upper courses of the Kaskaskias, in Illinois. In -the south, Ala- 
bama filled with new habitations, and the current, not arrested by the j 
Mississippi, set over its banks, to White river, Arkansas, and Louisiana, 
west of that river. The wandering propensity of the American people 
carried hundreds even beyond our tetritorial limits into the Spanish 
country. — ^Wagons, servants, cattle, sheep, swine, horses, and dogs, were 
se^i passing with tlie settlers, bound to immense distances up the long 
rivers. To fix an hundred miles from another settler was deemed no in- 
convenience. 



I 



Digitized by 



Google 



CmL HISTORY. 179 

This flood of immigrants of course increased the amouMt of transport, 
and gave new impulse to enterprise of every sort. Lands rose above their 
value, and speculation in thera becam»3 a raging epidemic. Money, put 
in circulation by the sale of lands, abounded in the country. Town 
making, steam boat building, — in short, every species of speculation was 
carried to a ruinous excess. Mercantile importations filled the country 
with foreign goods. There were no reasonable foundations to the scheihes 
and no limits to the extravagance of the people. To give a more fatal 
extension and efficacy to the mania of speculation, banks were multiplied 
in all the little towns and villages of the West, whose spurious paper, not 
predicated on banking principles, nor based upon capital, answered the 
turn of speculation, as long as the excitement of confidence lasted. The 
consequence of all this was, that lands rose to double and triple their 
natural value, and were bought up by speculators. One good effect re- 
sulted from the general mischief. Improvements, which would never 
have been contemplated, in another state of things, multiplied. Towns 
were built up with good and permanent houses. In three years from the 
close of the war, things had received a new face along the great water 
courses, and in all the fevorable points of the interior. I 

New states and territories grew out of this order'of things, like the 
prophet^s gourd. In building up legislation and municipal order, the 
scramble of strangers recently brought in contiguity, for the new offices, 
introduced much bustle and quarrelling. All the legislators were not 
Solons. A great many 'forward and plunging young men, whose only 
qualifications for their great work, were vanity and confidence, composed 
the legislatures. Of course a thousand monstrous projects were hatched. 
The teaching of the past history and experience, were not the guides of 
these confident legislators. The evils, that soon resulted from such 
legislation, gradually worked their own cure. The people were slow to 
learn ; but in most of the states and territories, afler taking lessons for 
two Or three years, they did learn j and returned to the safe and ancient 
track ofhistory, example and experience. 

Meanwhile, this unnatural state of things could not last long. The 
tide began to ebb, and things to settle to their natural level. The first 
indication of this change was, the failure of the banks, at first as rare oc- 
currences; but these failures soon become so numerous and common, 
that the paper, except of the banks of Louisiana, Mississippi, and a very 
few of the interior banks, became as useless as any other wrapping paper. 
We have not the data for calculating the amount of loss in the western 
country; and patience and moderation of feeling would fail us, in con- 
templating the enormous mischiefs of legislative swindling. An incon- 
eaivabk quantity of paper perished, not in the hands of the speculttof*. 
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and those, wlio had been efficient in generating it ; for they foresaw the 
approaching ruin, and passed the spurious paper away, before the bubble 
of confidence, on which it was predicated, burst. >)lt finally rested, and 
perished in the hands of farmers and mechanics, — the honest and the 
useful members of the community, wlio had fairly earned the value of the 
money. May it be a perpetual warning to the legislatures of the West, 
not to allow demagogues totrilie with their interests, in the introduction 
of banking schemes based upon any other foundation, than solid capital* 
A more enormous engine of misliicf and dishonesty never was introduced 
into a community. X 

Lands experienced almost a perpendicular fall. Immigration was 
suspended. Money ceased to flow into the country from that source^ 
The depreciated money of the country banks was no longer received in 
payment. The mercjiants had sold out on credit the immense amount of 
goods, which they had brought into the country, and the debtors had no 
means of payment left to enable them to make remittances. All the 
specie of the country made its way to the Atlantic country, to pay for the 
goods, imported thence. Creditjvaaiit an end, and liniversal distress pre- 
Tailed. In some of the states, after some experiments of quackery, the 
legislatures began to consult experience, and desisted from violent polit- 
ical remedies, which in the end are sure to aggravate the disease. In 
other legislatures, where they had not yet learned, that bills made by an 
engraver, and signed by a president and cashier of a bank with a name, 
are not necessarily money, they passed laws, whimsically called relief 
laws, apparently from the misery and confusion, they CK^ted. And 
there was a new deluge of bank paper in a new form to ^eme^^y the dis- 
tress, occasioned by the failure of the old. In Kentucky, lUiiipis, and 
Missouri, the legislatures plunged deepest into the abyss of relief laws. 
Loan oflSces emitted money on the faith of the state, pledged for its 
redemption. It was soon in the hands of speculators, purchased »t a 
fourth of its nominal value. It was directly ascertained, that the remed(j» 
was worse than the disease. This evil was longest persisted in, where if 
would have been supposed, it would be relinquished first, in Kentucky the 
common mother of the western states, opulent, enlightened, and teeming 
with men of edncation and intelligence. So it will ever be, when the 
rash and presuming legislate, and predicate their schemes on wild tbeoiy^ 
and not on the sure teaching of age, tried wisdom, experience, and the 
analogy of the past. 

"Were we to descend to the details of state events, and the charac-» 
ter of state legislation, volumes would be necessary. Mercantile, mine^ 
ral, and for associations were formed and pursued with spirit. Dififerent 
exploring expeditions, ordered by the government, added to the general 
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and topographical knowledge of the country. An hundred new towns 
have grown to consequence, and the catalogue of proper names has been 
ransacked to find names for them. Stenm boats have been increased to 
Buch numbers, that there are now more than tw^o hundred on our waters. 
Our militia is gradually acquiring efficiency and organization. It is, 
probably, as numerous, in proportion to our population, as that of the 
Atlantic states. In some of the states, the system is lax, or the laws 
badly enforced; for the militia is neither regularly organized, trained or 
armed. A levy, en masse, in tlie state of Ohio would probably bring to 
thefidd more fighting men, in proportion to the population, than in any 
other of the United States. Owing to its recent settlement, few of th© 
inhabitants are past the age for bearing arms. Males immigrate in greater 
numbers, than females ; and from these circumstances, there is a large 
proportion of men capable of bearing anns. 

In furnishing a remedy for the incalculable mischief and misery occa- 
sioned by universal ^vant of confidence in the local banks, and bank 
paper, the only currency suited to the wants of the West, no influence 
was felt to be so prompt and salutary, as the establishment of branches 
of the bank of the United States among us. It would be easy to show, 
that local and state banks, however they may meet the necessities of 
commerce, when established in large commercial towns, with extensive 
capital always promptly convertible into specie, and however they may 
be adequate to furnish a sound currency for a narrow circle in their 
immediate vicinity, are not suited to the position, and the extensive, 
distant, commercial relations of tlic West. Although this country 
abundantly possessed that, for which money and bank paper stand as the 
representatives, our distance from the emporiums of commerce on the 
sea board, and their dear bought experience of the former worthlessness 
of our banks forbade reasonable expectation, that our local paper could 
be received, as a sound currency beyond the immediate vicinity of its 
issue. In this establishment was provided a banking system, much better 
adapted to the wants of an interior country, than of the maritime capi- 
tals, enabling tlie people to obtain loans commensurate with their estab- 
lished credit, and to find in the post oflSce the medium of sure and 
prompt renjittance of a circulation every where uniform, and enabling 
the remotest western dealer to remit to the most distant Atlantic town, 
and to receive remittances at his writing desk. Western travellers, too, 
rapidly increasing in numbers, passing to the remotest points, were 
relieved from the intolerable annoyance of dealing with a broker at the 
interval of every hundred miles, and continual altercations at taverns 
and stage offices, as of^en reminded, tbat a citizen in one district was a 
stranger in another of the same country. 
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Between the general failure of the western banks and the operatioii of 
this system, western dealers were driven to the extremely burdensome 
and precarious resource of specie in their foreign transactions* Business 
and trade were brought to a dead ^ause. Words would be unavailing to 
convey an idea of the embarrassment and distress occasioned by this 
order of things. The evils were spread along a course of two thousand 
miles; and were experienced in the remote cabins, as well as the towns^ 
and villages on the rivers. Though of an efficacy to create much misery, 
they were so concealed from the public eye and ear, as to create little 
sympathy or commiseration for the sufferers. It will be weU if history 
and remembrance preserve these salutary lessons, as solemn warnings to 
prevent the recurrence of a similar bank mania for the future. 

The result of a sound and uniform currency was seen in the restors-^ 
tion of business and credit; and commerce sprung up, like a Phcenix^ 
from its ashes. Shapeless and mean looking villages became towns; 
and the towns in neatness and beauty began to compare with those in 
the Atlantic country. The best evidence of the change, .wrought by thb 
order of things is, that produce and every species of vendible property 
rose to double and triple its value, during the season of general embarrass- 
ment. Since th^n, the progress of the West in improvement and pros- 
perity has been as rapid, as her citizens could reasonably desire. 

iiiMiosATiON. Before entering upon a topographical description of 
the states and territories, we deem it right to dwell a little on the circum- 
stances connected with emigration. In a country, an immense proportton 
of which is yet wilderness, containing a hundred thousand log cabins^ 
and annually receiving twice that number of immigrants, a sketch of the 
circumstances, under which they remove, and make their beginnings in 
the forest, cannot be without its interest or utility. This woric, having 
for its chief object the physical features and circumstances Of the West^ 
seems to call for such an outline, which we draw entirely firom our own 
observation and experience. Nor will an intelligent enquirer turn away 
from a view of these rustic touches^ when calling to mind, that all, which 
any part of our country can show of elegance, power vnd improvemeot, 
was cradled in similar beginnings; and that it was by these arts, that our 
whole country became what it is; that the transition from cabins to man* 
sions, and from settlements to cities has taken place under our own 
observation; and that the germs, which we are describing, protmse to 
evolve a vast and Bourishing empire, to which imagination may hardly 
assign bounds. Still less will they be indifferent to the patriot and phi- 
lanthro{nst, if we furnish evidence, that no human condition is more 
susceptible of plenty, independence, and the best enjoyments, which the 
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tMrtfa can offer, than that of the tenants of log cabins, who turn the soil, 
which share never furrowed before. 

To the cabin dwellers themselves, who live amidst what we describe^ 
Buch sketches may be gratuitous. But we hope, they will have interest 
with another class of readers, who have ideas as indistinct of the modes 
and contrivances of a settler on the virgin soil, as those of the colonists 
of the Greeks in Asia Minor, or tlie Romans in Spain, Gaul, and Africa* 
With what intense interest should we now read the diary of one of the 
first settlers at Plymouth, Jamestown, or Mexico, giving the diurnal 
details of his progress in building, enclosing, and advancing ftom the 
first necessity of a shelter from the elements, to comfort, convenience and 
elegance! The mind delights to trace mighty streams to their fountains; 
md the power, improvement and splendor of states to the germ of their 
inception. How few traces, by which to gratify this interest, remain. 
To the greater number of even western readers a faithful picture of 
the primitive habitations of the country, and the result of the first efforts 
of agriculture presents a view of things already gone by. Our ideas of 
the first cabins of the Puritans at Plymouth, their first planting and garden^ 
ing, their first social intercourse and festivities, by which they solaced 
thm solitude and privations, are but dim and uncertain imaginings. 
Even these memorials of the beginnings of the French in Illinois and 
Louisiana are fast perishing unrecorded from vision and memory. 

But the chief utiUty, which we hope from the following sketch, is to 
tenable the reader, who contemplates becoming an immigrant, to acquaint 
himself in advance with some of the circumstances of his undertaking, 
and to anticipate what he may be called to do, enjoy, or suffer. 

We wonld be glad to furnish him with some elements, on which to 
settle the expediency of immigration in advance; by showing him in cou'* 
trast some of its intrinsic advantages and disadvantages. If a just 
balance could be struck between the actual enjoyment of those, who live, 
and die in the old settled portions of the country, and those, who emi- 
^te,and settle in the wilderness, every actual immigrant will admit, 
that it would be far from«being an abstract discussion of the nature and 
chances of happiness. 

The advantnges and disadvantages of emigration in the abstract are 
partly physical, partly moral. The inducements to it arise, with most of 
our acticms, 6t)m mixed motives. The greater part of the European 
emigrants, particularly the Germans, flying from poverty and oppression, 
cofne to the West with the unmixed motives to become free land holders, 
and to purchase cheap and rich lands. But the case is otherwise with the 
far greater portion of those, who emigrate from the old states of our 
oiwn country. Imagination exercises more influence even upon minds 
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the most uneducated, than we are ready to suppose. There is no 
person, about to place himself in a remote and untried position, but will 
find on exammation, that the new scene, viewed in anticipation, is in- 
vested with a coloring of the imagination, tliat has a powerful bearing 
upon his thoughts and determinations. What mind ever contemplated 
the project of moving from the old settlements over the Alleghany moun- 
tains, and selecting a home in the West, without forming pictures qf new 
woods and streams, new animals and vegetables, new configurations of 
scenery, new aspects of men and new forms of society, novelty in the 
most settled mental associations with the phenomena of nature, winds, 
clouds, rains, snows, thunder, and all tlie accidents of climate, new hopes, 
in a word, of chasing down, in a new and far country, that phantom^ 
our desires, always pursued in things without us, and never found except ' 
within us, happiness? 

After the long vexed question whether to remove or not, is settled, 
by consulting friends, travellers and books, the next step is to select the 
route, and arrange the preparations for it. The universality and cheapness 
of steam boat and canal passage and transport, have caused, that more 
than half the whole number of immigrants now arrive in the West by 
water. This remark applies to nine tenths of tliose tliaj come from 
Europe and the northern states. They thus escape much of tlie expense, 
slowness, inconvenience and danger of tlie ancient cumbrous and tire- 
some journey in wagons. They no longer experience the former 
vexations of incessant altercation with landlords, mutual charges of 
dishonesty, discomfort from new modes of speech and reckoning money, 
from breaking down carriages and wearing out horses. 

But the steam boats and canal boats have their disadvantages. Cast per- 
haps for the first time among a mixed company of strangers, the bashful 
mother and the uneasy and curious children present an ample specimen 
of their domestic training; and how much they have profited by that 
universal education, about which every one talks. But though they may 
mutually annoy, and be annoyed, their curiosity is constantly excited, 
and gratified,* their hunger abundantly appeased; and they occasionally 
form pleasant intimacies with their fellow travellers. If travelling be a 
mode of enjoyment, these unsated and unhackneyed travellers i^bably 
find, on the whole, a balance of enjoyment in favor of the journey of 
immigration. 

The chances are still more favorable for the immigrants from Virginia, 
the two Carolinas and Georgia, who, from their habits and relative posi- 
tion, still immigrate, after the ancient fashion, in the southern wagon. 
This is a vehicle almost unknown at the north, strong, comfortable, 
commodious, containing not only a movable kitchen , but provisions and 
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beds. Drawn by four or six horses, it subserves all the various intentions 
of house, shelter and transport; and is, in fact, the southern ship of the 
forests and prairies. The horses, that convey the wagon, are large and 
powerful animals, followed by servants, cattle, sheep, swine, dogs, the 
whole forming a primitive caravan not imworthy of ancient days, and the 
plains of Mamre. The procession moves on with power in its dust, 
putting to shame and uncomfortable feelings of comparison the northern 
family^with their slight wagon, jaded horses and subdued, though jealous 
countenances. Their vehicle stops; and they scan the strong southern 
hulk, with its chimes of bells, its fat black drivers and its long train of 
coiKomitants, until they have swept by. 
^^f^erhape more than half the northern immigrants arrive at present by 
way of the New York canal and lake Erie. If their destination be the 
upper waters of the Wabash, they debark at Sandusky, and continue 
their route without approaching the Ohio. The greater number make 
their way from the lake to the Ohio, either by the Erie and Ohio, or the 
Dayton canal. From all points, except those west of the Guyandot 
route and the national road, when they arrive at the C^o, or its navigable 
waters, the greater number of the families <take water.' Emigrants from 
Pennsylvania will henceforward reach the Ohio on the great Pennsylvania 
canal, and will ^ take water' at Pittsburgh. If bound to Indiana, Illinois 
or Missouri, they build, or purchase a family boat. Many of these boats 
are comfortably fitted up, and are neither inconvenient, nor unpleasant 
floating houses. Two or three families sometimes fit up a large boat in 
partnership, purchase an *Ohio pilot,' a book that professes to instruct 
them in the mysteries of navigating the Ohio; and if the Ohio be mode- 
rately high, and the weather pleasant, this voyage, unattended with either 
difficulty or danger, is ordinarily a trip of pleasure. We need hardly 
add, that a great number of the wealthier emigrant families take passage 
in a steam boat. ^ 

While the southerner finds the autumnal and vernal season on the Ohio 
too cool, to the northerner it is temperate and delightful. When the first 
wreaths of morning mist are rolled away from the stream by the bright 
sun, disclosing the ancient woods, the hoary blufis, and the graceful 
curves and windings of the long line of channel above and below, the 
rich alluvial belt and the fine orchards on its shores, the descending voy- 
agers must be destitute of the common perceptions of the beautifiil, if 
they do not enjoy the voyage, and find the Ohio, in the French phrase, 
La belle riviere. 

AAer the immigrants have arrived at Cincinnati, Lexington, NashviUe, 
St. Louis, or St. Charles, in the vicinity of the points, where they had 
anticipated to fix themselves, a preliminary difficulty, and one of 
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difficult solution is, to determine to what quarter to repair. AH the 
towns swarm with speculating companies and land agents; and the 
chance is, that the first inquiries for information in this perplexity will 
be addressed to them, or to persons who have a common understanding 
and interest with them. The published information, too, comes directly 
or indirectly from them, in furtherance of their views. One advises to 
the Wabash, and points on the map to the rich lands, fine mill seatsy 
navigable streams and growing towns in their vicinity. Another presents 
a still more alluring picture of the lands in some part of Illinois, Missouri, 
the region west of the lakes, and ihp lead mines. Another tempts him 
with White River, Arkansas, Red River, Opelousas, and Attakapas, the 
rich crops of cotton and sugar, and the escape from winter, which they 
offi^r. Still another company has its nets set in all the points, where 
immigrants congregate, blazoning all the advantages of Texas, and the 
Mexican country. In Cincinnati, more than in any other town, there 
are generally precursors from all points of the compass, to select lands for 
companies, that are to follow. There are such here at present both from 
Europe and New England; and we read advertisements, that a thousand 
persons are shortly to meet at St. Louis to form a company to cross the 
Rocky Mountains, with a view to select settlements on the Oregon. 

When this slow and perplexing process of balancing, comparing and 
fluctuating between the choice of rivers, districts, climates and advanta- 
ges, is fixed, af^er determination has vibrated backwards and forwards 
according to the persuasion and eloquence of the last adviser, until the 
purpose of the immigrant is fixed, the northern settler is generaUy borne 
to the point of debarkation, nearest his selected spot, by water. He 
thence hires the transport of his family and movables to the spot; though 
not a few northern emigrants move all the distance in wagons. The 
whole nmnber from the north far exceeds that from the south. But they 
drop, in noiseless quietness, into their position, and the rapidity of their 
progress in settling a country is only presented by the startling results of 
the census. 

The southern settlers who immigrate to Missouri and the country south 
west of the Mississippi, by their show of wagons, fiocks and numbers 
create observation, and are counted quite as numerous, as they are. Ten 
wagons are often seen in company. It is a fair allowance, that a hundred 
cattle, beside swine, horses and sheep, and six negroes accompany each. 
The train, with the tinkling of an hundred bells, and the negroes, 
wearing the delighted expression of a holiday suspension from labor in 
their countenances, forming one group, and the family slowly moving 
forward, forming another, as the whole is seen advancing along the plains^ 
it presents a pleasing and picturesque spectacle. 
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They make arrangements at night fall to halt at a spring, where there 
is wood and water, and a green sward for encampment. The dogs raise 
their accustomed domestic baying. The teams are unharnessed, and the 
cattle and horses turned loose into the grass. The blacks are busy in 
spreading the cheerful table in the wilderness, and preparing the supper, 
to which the appetite of fatigue gives aest. They talk over the incidents 
of the past day, and anticipate those of the morrow. If wolves and 
owls are heard in the distance, these desert sounds serve to render the 
contrast of their society and security more sensible. In this order they 
plunge deeper and deeper into the forest or prairie, until they have 
found the place of their rest. 

Hie position for a cabin generally selected by the western settlers is 
a gentle eminence near a spring, or what is called a branch, central to a 
spacious tract of fertile land. Such spots are generally occupied by 
tulip and black walnut trees, intermixed with the beautiful comusjlorida 
and red bud, the most striking flowering shrubs of the western forest. 

Springs burst forth in the intervals between the high and low grounds. 
The brilliant i^ bird seen flitting among the shrubs, or perched on a 
tree, in its mellow whistle seems welcoming the immigrant to his new 
abode. Flocks of paroquets are glittering among the trees, and gray 
squirrels are skipping from branch to branch. Tho chanticleer rings his 
echoing note among the woods, and the domestic sounds and the baying 
of the dogs produce a strange cheerfulness, as heard in the midst of trees? 
where no habitation is seen. Pleasing reflections and happy associations 
are naturally connected with the contemplation of these beginnings of 
social toil in the wilderness. 

In the midst of these solitary and primeval scenes the patient and labori- 
ous father fixes his family. In a few days a comfortable cabin and other 
out buildings are erected. The first year gives a plentiful crop of com, 
and common and sweet potatoes, melons, squashes, turnips and other 
garden vegetables. The next year a field of wheat is added, and lines 
of thrifly apple trees show among the deadened trees. If the immigrant 
possess any touch of horticultural taste, the fmer kinds of pear, plum, 
cherry, peach, nectarine and apricot trees are found in the garden. In 
ten years the log buildings will all have disappeared, tlie shrub and 
forest trees vrill be gone. The arcadian aspect of humble and retired 
abundance and comfort will have given place to a brick house, or a planted 
frame house, with fences and out buildings very like those, that surround 
abodes in the olden countries. 

It is a wise arrangement of providence, that different minds are endowed 
with different tastes and predilections, that lead some to choose the town, 
otheni manufactures, and the village callings. It seems to us that no 
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condition, in itself considered, promises more comfort, and tends more 
to virtue and independence, tl*an that of these western yeomen, with 
^heir numerous, healthy and happy children about them; with the ample 
abundance of their granaries; tlieir habitation surrounded by orchards, 
the branches of which must be propped to sustain their fruit, beside their 
beautiful streams and cool beach woods, and the prospect of settling 
each of their children on similar farms directly around them. Their 
manners may have something of the roughness imparted by living in 
solitude among the trees; but it is kindly, hospitable, frank, and associa- 
ted with the traits, that constitute the stability of our republic We 
apprehend, such ftirmers would hardly be willing to exchange this plenty, 
and this range of their simple domains, their well filled granaries, 
and their droves of domestic animals for any mode of life, that a town 
can offer. 

No order of things presents so palpable a view of the cmward march 
of American institutions as this. The greater portion of these inmiigranta, 
beside their wives, a few benches and chairs, a bible and a gun, com* 
menced with little more than their hands. Their education for the most 
part, extended no farther than reading and writing, and their a^iiationt 
bad never strayed beyond the desire of making a farm. But a sense of 
relative consequence is fostered by their growing possessions, and by 
perceiving towns, counties, offices and candidates springing up around 
them. One becomes a justice of peace, another a county judge and 
another a member of the legislative assembly. Each one assumes some 
municipal function, pertaining to schools, the settlement of a minister, 
the making of roads, bridges, and public works. A sense of responsibility 
to public opinion, self respect, and a due estimation of chaiacter and 
correct deportment are the consequence. 

This pleasant view of the conmiencement and progress of an immi^ 
grant is the external one. Unhappily there is another point of view, 
from which we may learn something what has been passing in his mind| 
during this physical onward progress. 

All the members of the establishment have been a hundred times 
afficted with that gloomy train of feeling, for which we have no better 
name, than home sickness. Ail tlie vivid perceptions of enjoyment of 
the forsaken place are keenly remembered, the sorrows overiooked, or 
forgotten. The distant birth place, the remembrance of years, that are 
gone, returning to memory amidst the actual struggles of forming a new 
establishment, an effort fnll of severe labor, living in a new world, 
making acquamtance with a new nature, competing with strangers, 
always seeming to uneducated people, as they did to the ancients, as 
enemies, these contrasts of the present with the mellowed visions of 
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memoiy all tend to bitterness. We never understand, how many invicn- 
Ue ties of habit we sever in leaving our country, until we find ourselves 
in a strange land. The old pursuits, and ways of passing time, of which 
we took little note, as they passed, where there are new forms of society, 
new institutions, new ways of managing every thing, that belongs to the 
social' edifice, in a word, a complete change of the whole circle of associ- 
ations feelings and habits, come over the mind, like a cloud. 

The inunigrant, m the pride of his remembrances, begins to extol the 
country, he has left, its inhabitants, laws, institutions. The listener has 
an equal stock of opposite prejudices. The pride of the one wounds 
the pride of the other. The weakness of human nature is never more 
obvious, than in these meetings of neighbors in a new country, each fierce 
and loud in extolling his own country, and detracting front all others in 
the comparison. These narrow and vile prejudices spread from family 
to fiunily, and create little clans political, social, religious, hating, and 
hated. No generous project for a school, church, library, or public insti- 
tution, on a broad and equal scale, can prosper, amidst such an order of 
things. It is a sufiicient reason, that one clan proposes it, for another 
to oppose it. All this springs from one of the deepest instincts of our 
nature, a love of country, which, like a transplanted tree, in removing has 
too many fibres broken off, to flourish at once in a new soil. The inmii- 
grant meets with sickness, misfortune, disaster. There are peculiar 
strings in the constitution of human nature, which incline him to repine, 
and imagine, that the same things would not have befallen him in his former 
abode. He even finds the vegetables, fruits, and meats, though appa- 
rently finer, less savory and nutritive, than those of the old country. 
Under the pressure of such illusions, many an immigrant has forsaken 
his cabin, returned to his parent country, found this mockery of his 
fancies playing at cross purposes with him, and showing him an aban- 
doned, paradise in the western woods, and father land the country of 
penury and disaster. A second removal, perhaps, instructs him, that 
roost of the causes of our dissatisfaction and disgust, that we imagine 
have their origin in external things, really exist in the mind. 

To the emigrants from towns and villages in the Atlantic country, 
though they may have thought little of religious institutions at home, 
the absence of the church with its spire, and its sounds of the church- 
goiDg bell, of the viUage bustle, and the prating of the village tavern 
aie felt, as serious privations. The religious discourses so boisterous 
and vehement, and in a tone and phrase so different from the calm tenor 
of what he used to hear, at first produce a painful revulsion not wholly 
unmixed with disgust. He finds no longer tho^e little circles of com- 
pany, into which he used to drop, to relax a leisure hour, which, it may 
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be, were not much prized in the enjoyment; but are now felt, as a serious 
want. Nothing shocks him so much, as to see his neighbor sicken, and 
die, unsolaced by the voice of religious instruction and prayer, and 
carried to his long home without funeral services. These are some of 
the circumstances, that, in the new settlements, call up the tender recol- 
lections of a forsaken home to embitter the present. 

These are the dark sides of the picture of immigration. But there is, 
perhaps less romance in the American character, than in that of any 
other people; and every thing in our institutions tends to banish the 
little, that remains. We are a people to estimate vendible and tangible 
realities. Imaginary and unreal sorrows and disgusts gradually yield 
before an estimate of the value of abundance and independence- Moro 
dian half the inhabitants of the western country still dwell in cabins; and 
to those who know, how much general contentment witli their lot, moral 
and sturdy hardihood, guileless honesty, and blilheness of heart these 
l)umbi0 establishments generally contain, they bring associations of re- 
pose and abstraction from ambitious and artificial wants, and present on 
the whole, a balance of real and homcfelt comfort and enjoyment. 

The first busin(5ss is to clear away tlie trees from the spot where the 
house is to stand. The general construction of a west country cabin is 
after the following fashion. Straight trees arc felled of a size, that a 
common team can draw, or as the phrase is < snake,^ them to the intended 
spot The common form of a larger cabin is that, called a * double cabin;' 
that is, two square pens with an open space between, connected by a roof 
above and a floor below, so as to form a parallelogram of nearly triple the 
length of its depth. In the open space the family take their meals during 
the pleasant weather; and it serves the threefold purpose of kitchen, lumber 
room, and dining room. The logs, of which it is composed, are notched 
on to one another, in the form of a square. The roof is covered with thin 
splits of oak, not unlike staves. Sometimes tliey are made of ash, and 
in the lower country of cypress, and they are called clap boards. Instead 
of being nailed, they are generally confined in their place by heavy tim- 
bers, laid at right angles across them. This gives the roof of a log house 
an unique and shaggy appearance. But 'if the clap boards have been 
carefully prepared from good timber they form a roof sufficiently imper- 
vious to common rains. The floors are made from short and thick plank, 
split firom yellow poplar, cotton wood, black walnut, and sometimes oak. 
They are confined with wooden pins, and are technically called ^ pun- 
cheons.' 

The southern people, and generally the more wealtliy inunigrants ad-^ 
vance in the first instance to the luxury of having the logs hewed on the 
inside, and the puncheon floor hewed, and planed, in which case it he- 
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comes a very comfortable and neat floor. Tlie next step is to build the 
chimney, which is constructed after the French, or American fashion. 
The French mode is a smaller quadrangular chimney, laid up with smaller 
splits. The American fashion is to make a much larger aperture, laid up 
with splits of great size and weight. In both forms it tapers upwards, 
like a pyramid. The interstices are filled with a thick coating of clay, 
and the outside plastered with clay mortar, prepared with chopped straw, 
or hay, and in the lower country with long moss. The hearth is made 
with clay mortar, or, where it can be found, sand stones, as the common 
lime stone does not stand the fire. The interstices of the logs in the 
room are first ^ chincked;' that is to say, small blocks and pieces of wood 
in regular forms are driven between the intervals, made by laying the 
logs over each other, so as to form a kind of a coarse lathing to hold the 
mortar. 

The doors are made of plank, split in the manner mentioned before, 
from fresh cut timber; and they are hung after an ingenious fashion on 
large wooden hinges, and fastened with a substantial wooden latch. The 
windows are square apertures, cut through the logs, and are closed during 
the cooler nights and the inclement weather by wooden shutters- The 
kitchen and the negro quarters, if the establishment have slaves, are sepa« 
rate buildings, prepared after the same fashion; but with less care, except 
in the article of the closeness of their roofs. The grange, stable and 
com houses are all of similar materials, varied in their construction to 
answer their appropriate purposes. About ten buildings of this sort 
make up the establishment of a farmer with three or four free hands, or 
half a dozen slaves. 

The field, in which the cabin is built, is generally a square or oblong 
enclosure, of which the buildings are the centre, if the owner be from the 
south; or in the centre of one side of the square, if from the north. If 
the soil be not alluvial, a table area of rich upland, indicated to be such 
by its peculiar growth of timber, is selected for the spot. Nine tenths of 
the habitations in the upper western states are placed near springs, which 
supply the family with water. The settlers on the prairies, for the most 
part, fix their habitations in the edges of the wood, that skirts the prairie, 
and generally obtain their water from wells. The inhabitants of the 
lower country, on the contrary, except in the state of Mississippi, where 
springs are common, chiefly supply themselves \yith water from cisterns 
filled by rain. If the settlers have slaves, the trees are carefully cleared 
away, by cutting them down near the ground. That part of the timber, 
which cannot be used either for rails, or the construction of the buildings, 
is burned, and a clearing is thus made for a considerable space round 
the cabin. In the remaining portion of the field, the trees undergo an 
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operation, called by the nortliem people ' girdling,' and by the southern 
^deadening.' That is, a circle is cut, two oi three feet from the 
ground, quite through the bark of the tree, so as completely to divide 
the vessels, which carry on the progress of circulation. Some species 
of trees are so tenacious of life, as to throw out leaves, after having 
suffered this operation. But they seldom have foliage, after the first 
year. The smaller trees are all cut down ; and the accumulated spoils 
of vegetable decay are burned together; and the ashes contribute to the 
great fertility of the virgin soil. If the field contain timber for rails, the 
object is to cut as much as possible on the clearing; thus advancing the 
double purpose of clearing away the trees, and preparing the rails, so as 
to require the least possible distance of removal. An experienced hand 
will si^it from an hundred to an hundred and fifty rails in a day. Such 
is the convenience of finding them on the ground to be fenced, that 
Kentucky planters and the southern people generally prefer timbered 
land to prairie; notwithstanding the circumstance, so unsightly and in- 
convenient to a northern man, of dead trees, stumps, and roots, which, 
strewed in every direction over his field, even the southern planter finds 
a great preliminary impediment in the way of cultivation. The northern 
people prefer to settle on the prairie land, where it can be had in con- 
venient positions. 

The rails are laid zigzag, one length nmning nearly at right angles to 
the other. This in west country phrase, is ^ worm fence,' and in the 
northern dialect * Virginia fence.' The rails are large and heavy, and to 
turn the vrild cattle and horses of the country, require to be laid t^i rails 
or six feet in height. The smaller roots and the underbrush are cleared 
from the ground by a sharp hoe, known by the name ^grubbing hoe? 
This implement, with a cross cut saw, a whip saw, a hand saw, axesy a 
broad axCy an adze, an avger, a hammer, nails, and an iron tool to split 
clap boards, ccmstitute the indispensable apparatus for a backwoodsman. 
Hie smoke house, spring house, and other common appendages c^such 
an establishment it is unnecessary to describe; for tliey are the same as in 
the establishment of the farmers in tlic middle and southern Atlantic 
states. 

A peach orchard is generally the first object in raising fruit; because 
it is easily made, and begins to bear the second or third year. Apple 
orchards with all good farmers are early objects of attention. Theculti 
vation of the more delicate garden fruits is generally an object of after 
attention, if at all. Maize is planted the first year without ploughing. 
Afterwards the plough becomes necessary. Turnips, sweet potatoes, 
pumpkins and melons flourish remarkably on the virgin soil. It is a 
pleasant spectacle, to see with what luxuriance the apple tree advances. 
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'South of 33^ ihc fig tree is substituted for the apple tree If tho log 
buildings were made of good and durable materials, they remain comfort- 
able dwellings seven or eight years. By this time in the ordinary prog- 
less of successful fanning, the owner replaces them by a house of stone, 
brick, or frame work ; and the object is to have the second house as large, 
and showy, as the first was rustic and rude. A volume of details, 
touching the progress of such establishments, might be added. But 
tliis brief, though faithful outline of commencing establishments in the 
woods ainas to record an order of things, that is passing away under 
our eyes, and which will soon be found only in liiistory. 

It is impossible to satisfy the inquiries, that are constantly makings 
-particularly by European emigrants, touching the exact cost of these 
improvements, and the requisite provisions, cattle and horses, necessary 
for a commencement. All these things vary, not only according to 
-quality as elsewhere, but according to nearness or remoteness from set- 
tlements, according to the abundance or scarceness of the article; in fact, 
are liable to greater irregularities of price, than in the old settlements* 
'Labor has found its level, and costs nearly the same in the new, as in 
•the old states. The average expense of log houses may, perhaps, be 
'lated at^ fifty dollars, when built on contract. Clearing, 'grubbing and 
•endosing timbered land, so as to prepare it for a crop, costs from six to 
twelve dollars an acre, according to the heaviness and hardness of the 
timber, and the ease of splitting rails. The prairie land has a very tough 
green sward, and costs three dollars an acre to be well ploughed the 
-ftrst time. Lands under good improvement are genemlly worth from six 
to ten dollars an acre; and all are aware, that tlie government price of 
wild lands, after the first auction sales, is one dollar and twenty five 
'^:ents an sere. 

The most affectionate counsel, we would give an immigrant, after an 
acquaintance with all districts of the western country of sixteen years, 
and after having seen, and felt no small part of all, we have attempted to 
record, would be to regard the salubrity of the spot selected, as a consid- 
<iration of more importance, than its fertility, or vicinity to a market; to 
"Supply himself with a good manual of domestic medicine, if such a man- 
ual is to be found ; still more, to obtain simple and precise notions of the 
'more obvious aspects of disease, an acquisition worth a hundred times its 
cost, and more than all to a backwoodsman; to have a lancet, and sufTi- 
■cient experience and firmness of hand to open a vein; to have a small, 
but well labelled and well supplied medicine chest; aud to bo, after all, 
very cautious about either taking, or administering its contents, reserv- 
ing them for emergencies, and for a choice of evils; to depend for health 
on temperance, moderation in all things, a careful conformity in food and 
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dress to circumstances and the climate; and above all, let him obserref a 
rigid and undeviating abstinence from that loathsome and murderous 
western poison, whiskey, which may be pronounced the i»revalent miasm: 
of the country. Let every immigrant learn the mystery, and provide the 
materials to make good beer. Let every immigrant during the season of 
acclimation, especially the sultry months, take medicine by way of pre^ 
vention, twice or thrice, with abstinence from labor a day or two after^ 
wards. Let him have a Bible for a constant counsellor and a few good 
books for instruction and amusement. Let him have the dignity and 
good sense to train his family religiously; and not to be blown about by 
every wind of doctrine in religion, politics or opinions. Let his rifle 
rust, and let the game, unless it come in his way, live on. Let him cul- 
tivate a garden of choice fruit, as well as a fine orchard. Let him keep 
bees; for their management unites pleasure and ,'profit. Let him pr^- 
pare for silk making on a small and gradual scale. Let him cultivate 
grapes by way of experiment. Let him banish unreal wants; and learn 
the master secret of self possession, and be content with such things, as 
he has; aware that every position in life has advantages and ti^als. Let 
him assure himself that if an independent farmer cannot be happy no man 
can. Let hiih magnify his calling, respect himself, envy no one, and raise 
to the Author of all good constant arpirations of thankfulness, as lie 
eats the bread of peace and privacy. 
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Length 550 miles. Mean breadth 120 miles. Between 25 and 31^ N. 
latitude, and 80 and 92° W. longitude from London. Under its former 
owners, it was separated into two political divisions, whose geographical 
limits were strongly marked by nature; to wit, East and West Florida, 
At the SQUthem extent of East Florida, there is a long and narrow penin- 
sula, running a great distance into the sea, and marking the eastern 
boundary of the gulf of Mexico. It extends northwardly to Alabama and 
Georgia, east to Georgia, south to the gulf of Mexico; and west to 
the river Appalachicola, between 80 and 85^ W. longitude from London, 
and 25 and 31^ N. latitude. West Florida extends from the limits of 
East Florida, with the same northern boundaries to the river Perdido, 
which divides it on the west from Alabama. — This division has ceased 
to exist, and the two Floridas constitute one government. By the treaty 
of cession from Spain, it has become an integral part of the American 
republic, and wiU, soon have a sufficient population to claim admission 
into the union of the states. 

Climate. This may be considered in some respects a tropical climate. 
The northern belt, indeed, which lies along the southern limits of Georgia 
aiid Alabama, partakes of the cooler temperature of those states, and 
seems to be beyond the range of the proper cultivation of the Otaheite and 
African sugar cane. The ribband cane will, probably, flourish in this 
division. The regular range of the thermometer throughout the Floridas, 
from June to the autumnal equinox, is between 84 and 88° Fahrenheit. 
It sometimes rises above 100^; but this range occurs as seldom, as in 
the adjoining states. The mercury, probably, ranges lower through the 
summer, than in the interior erf* Alabama and Georgia. Even in winter, 
the influence of the unclouded and vertical sun is always uncomfortable. 
In the peninsular parts, there are sometimes slight frosts, but water never 
fieeses. The most delicate orange trees bear fruit in full perfection, and 
the fiiiit is remarkably delicious. There is generally a sky of mild 
»w», southern breezes, and an air of great purity. But the evening air 



Digitized by 



Google 



196 FLORIDA. 

is particularly humid, and the dews excessive. Early in winter the Tainy 
season commences. In February and March, there arc thunder storms 
by night, followed by clear and beautiful days. In June, the sultry sea- 
son commences, and terminates with the autumnal equinox. But, take 
the climate altogether, there is not, perhaps, on the globe a more deli^t-- 
ful one, between the months of October and June. The peninsular 
parts, being near the tropics, hav£ a higher temperature, than West Florida,, 
which is occasionally fanned by Canadian breezes, that sweep the Missis- 
sippi valley. — ^The peninsula is subject to tornadoes, like the West In- 
dies. On the Atlantic side of Florida, the eastern, and in West Florida 
the western trade winds prevail. But in West Florida, after severe thun- 
der gtorms, northern breezes alternate through the summer. About the 
time of the autumnal equinox, hurricanes and destructive gales some-* 
times occur. In the no;lhem parts the influence of the cold breezes 
from the northern regions, wliich are covered with snow, are sensibly 
felt; and then ice forms on the northern exposures of buildings^ There 
are, in particular seasons, indications of considerable humidity over all the 
country. Though there are never heats and humidity to cause tugar and- 
salt to meky as some writers have asserted. Perhaps there is no point in 
the Floridas, where humidJty is more manifest, than about St. Augustine; 
yet in Spanish times, the citizens of Havanna used to resort there, dur- 
ing the sickly months for health, as a kind of Montpelier, and perhaps no 
southern place at present is found more congenial to the constitution of 
the people of the United States. The same sudden variations of tempe- 
rature are felt here, especially in the winter, that constitute so distinct a 
feature in the climate of all the south-western parts of the United States^ 
The thermometer sometimes ranges 30° in a single winter day. — ^North- 
em people would never conceive, except by inspection, how l<wag fires 
are comfortable, and how great a portion of the year requires them, in a 
climate, where rivers never skim with ice. From June to October, the 
frequent rains, and the unremitting heat are apt to generate the fevers of 
southern climates, especially in die vicinity of ponds and marshes. Where 
fields are flooded for rice, and indigo plantations are made, it is invaria- 
bly sickly. On the other hand, it may be safely asserted, that the dis- 
tricts of Florida, remote from marshes, swamps, and stagnant waters, are 
healthy. The ever verdant pine forests cover a great extent of this 
country, and these in the mind of an inhabitant, of the south are ever ss- 
sociated with the idea of health. At least two thirds of this country are 
covered with thb timber. 

ProdwOions* The vegetable kingdom in Florida has a greater variety 
than any other part of the United States. In the comparatively richer soils, 
in the hammock lands, on the river courses, and the richer swamps noth- 



Digitized by 



Google 



FLORIDA. 197 

ing can exceed the luxuriance and grandeur of the shrubs and trees. 
The pine forest is almost boundless and inexiiaustible; and the pines are 
of an extraordinary height and beauty. — What is called white cedar and 
cypress, abound in the vast swamps, and this timber grows of great size 
Live oaks are frequent, and the tree developes itself here in full perfection. 
Our government commenced a plantation of, this invaluable species of 
tree at Deer Point, in which, in the year 1829, upwards of 76,000 were 
growing in a flourishing condition. The secretary of the navy proposed 
to abandon the cultivation, thinking that the country could never want 
live oak, when it is indigenous from St. Marys to the Sabine. But there 
is reason to believe, that the amount of live oak in Florida and Louisiana 
has been much overrated. Experience has proved, that they are easily 
cultivated. Groves of these majestic trees are often seen' in different 
parts of Florida, open, and arranged in regular forms surpassing the 
beauty of the famous parks of tlie English mansions; probably the plan- 
tations of a former generation, of whose civilization and taste these 
trees are noble memorials. A largo, detached live oak, seen at a distance 
on the verge of a savanna, or on the shore of a river, spreading like an 
immense umbrella, its head of such perfect verdure, and so beautiftilly 
rounded, is a splendid object on tlie landscape. Tlie cabbage palm chrnna- 
raps palmetto, is common. This superb tree sometimes raises a clear 
shaft eighty feet high. The timber resists the gulf worm. Hats, baskets 
and mats are manufactured from the leaves. The young head at the 
stem is edible and nutritive. Wild animals feed on the berries. It is 
not seen west of St. Andrews Bay. The deep swamps present tho cus- 
tomary spectacle of innumerable cypress columns, rising from immense 
buttresses, with interlaced arms, at their summit, showing the aspect of a 
canopy of verdure reared upon pillars. On the hammock lands, the 
beautiftil dog wood trees spread their horizontal branches, and interweav- 
ing them with each other, form a fine deep shade, which completely 
excludes the sun, and suppresses the growtli of all kinds of vegetation 
under them; presenting in some places, for miles together a smooth 
shaven lawn, and an impervious shade. Here is the beautiful pawpaw, 
with a stem perfectly straight, smooth and silver colored, and with a 
conical top of splendid foliage always green, and fixiit of the richest ap- 
pearance. Titi is a shrub filling the southern swamps, as the elder does 
at the north. It flowers in masses of white ornamental blossoms, and 
singular strings of covered seeds, that hang on the bushes till winter. 
Five or six species of pine are found here. The southern extremity of 
the peninsula of Florida is very rocky. Instead of the trees and shrubs, 
which are found in the rest of the country, it is covered with Mastic, 
lignumvitas, gum clemy, ovino, wild fig and mangrove. 
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There are many tnccs of ruined towers, desolated Indian villages^ 
indications of former habitancy, and much more cultivation, than is now 
seen in the country. Wherever tlicse traces of former population are 
observed are those groves of lime, orange, peach and fig trees, that are 
spoken of by travellers, as having been found here indigenous to the soil. 
Wild grape vines aboimd. Myrica odorata^ or candle berry laurel is 
common. From the berries of this shrub is prepared an excellent kind 
of wax for candles. It is not unlike the bay berry of the north, except 
that the shrub is taller, and the berries larger. Among the flowers is the 
magnificent Hyhiscus^ which, tliough an herbaceous and annual plant, 
grows to the height of ten feet, branching regularly in the form of a sharp 
cone, and is eovered with large, expanded and crimson flowers, which 
unfold in succession during all the summer months. JW^ndaia usneO' 
ides^ long moss, or Spanish beard is common here, and has the same 
appearance as will be hereafter described in Louisiana. It hangs down 
in festoons, sometimes ten or fifteen feet in length, like the pendent stems 
of the weeping willow. Waved by tlie wind, it catches from branch to 
branch, and sometimes fills the interval between the trees, as a curtain. 
It has a long trumpet shai)ed flower, and seeds so fine, as to be hardly 
visible. These seeds undoubtedly fix in the bark of the trees; and this 
parasitic plant there finds its appropriate soil. It will not grow on a 
dead tree. Cattle, deer and horses feed on it, while it is fresh. When 
properly rotted, and prepared, which is done much after the manner, in 
which hemp is prepared, it is an admirable article for mattresses, and 
stuffing for cushions, saddles, coach seats, and the hke. The fibre when 
properly prepared, is elastic and incorruptible, and in many respects 
resembles horse hair, both in appearance and use. The Spanish and 
natives use it for horse collars, coarse harnessing and ropes. 

The low savannas are covered, like the prairies of the upper country, 
with a prodigious growth of grass and flowers. In the swamps, the cane 
brakes are of great height and thickness, and the rushes, and other 
meadow plants grow to an uncommon size. Some of the reed canes ai© 
seen from thirty to forty feet in height. The lakes and creeping bayous, 
especially in summer, are covered with a most curious growth of aquatic 
plants, called by botanists, pistia stratiotes. They somewhat resemble 
the vegetable, commonly called house leek, and have a beautiful elliptical 
leaf. It is commonly, but not correctly reported to vegetate on the 
surface of the water. When the roots of thousands of these plants have 
twined together, so as to form a large and compact surface, the mass is 
often drifted by the wind, or current, to a considerable distance. This 
is the appearance, no doubt, which has given origin to the story of floating 
islands in the waters of this country. This singular and beautiful 
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T^getation, spreads a verdant plain over the waters, for a great extent. — 
Under it the fishes dart, and the alligators pursue tlieir unwieldy gambols, 
and multitudes of water fowls are seen pattering their bills among the 
kaTes. The herbafium, though exceedingly rich, and diversified, is not 
materially different from that, to be described hereafter. 

The cultivated vegetables are maize, beans, potatoes, especially sweet 
potatoes, it being an admirable country for that fine vegetable, pumpkins, 
melons, rice, and ^ variety of esculent roots, particularly a species of 
antm, v^ch is much cultivated in the maritime parts, and has a large 
turnip shaped root, resemUing, when roasted, or boiled, a yam in taste. 
The pistache is a kind of nut in pods, growing in the ground, abund- 
antly in sandy land, much cultivated both by the Seminotes and Ameri- 
cans. It is baked or roasted in the shell, and is used by confectioners, 
as a tsweet meat. 

Tobacco, cotton, indigo, rice and the sugar cane will be the principal 
articles of culture. The African and Otaheite cane flourish remarkably 
well in the southern parts, on the hammock and rich lands, and planters 
are beginning to turn their attention very much to the cultivation of this 
article. The coffee tree has been tried on the peninsula; and coffee can 
tinquestionably be raised there; but whether of a kind, or in quantities 
to justifl^ cultivation, has not yet been sufficiently exi)erimented. The 
olive has been sufficiently tried to piove, that it flourishes, and bears 
well. A ^)ecies of Cactus is conunon, on which the Cochineal fly feeds; 
and this will probably become an important article of manufacture. A 
species of cabinet wood of great beauty grows here, which they call 
bastard mahogany. It is probably the Laurus Borhonia. 

Minerals, The country is not rich in this department, although it is 
affirmed, that several kinds of precious stones have been found here, as 
amethysts, turquoises,' and lapis lazulu Ochres of different colors, pit 
cod and iron ore are abundant. We have seen beautiful aggregations 
of little circular nodules of marine petrifactions, and splendid specimens 
of coral and marine shells found on the shores of the gulf. On Musquito 
river, there is a warm mineral spring, pouring out like many other springs 
of the country, a vast volume of water sufficiently largo to fill a basin, 
in which large boats may float. The water is'sulphureous, and is esteemed 
efficacious in riieumatic, and other affections. It is remarkably pellucid, 
and filled with fishes. 

Ammals, There are prairie and common wolves, wild cats, panthers, 
foxes, rabbits, many beautiful kinds of squirrels, raccoons, Mexican 
oppossums and woodchucks. The common brown bear is yet seen in 
the swamps. It is a fine grazing country, and grass abounds in the open 
{Hne woods and savannas, and the swamps furnish inexhaustible supplies 



Digitized by 



Google 



•S60 FLORIDA. 

of winter range. Thus ii b an admirable country for raising stock. Ti^e 
rearing of cattle and horses, in times past, has been the chief employ- 
ment of the small planters. They number their cattle by hundreds, and 
sometimes by thousands. There are immense drives of deer, and this 
is the paradise of hunters, tliou<jh in many places tlie Indians complam 
of the scarcity of game. Wolves sometimes assemble in great numbers, 
and when united or single, are always formidable enemies to the folds 
and vacheries of the planters. Bears have been killed here of six 
hundred pounds weight. The inhabitants esteem their flesh a great 
luxury. 

Birds. The ornithology of Florida is probably the richest in North 
America. There are here immense numbers and varieties of water 
fowls, especially during the winter, and in the sleeping inlets on the shores 
of the gulf, on tlie bayous and creeks. In tlie woods and stationary through 
the winter are vultures, hawks, rooks, jays, parroquets, woodpeckers, 
^geons, turkeys, herons, cranes, curlews, cormorants, pelicans, plovers, 
blue birds, mocking birds, red birds, and a great variety of the sparrow 
tribe. The dog wood groves are the resort of vast numbers af the small 
«nd singing birds. Among the remarkable birds, are the snake birds, a 
•species of cormorant of great beauty. 

The robin red breast stays the whole year in Florida. The red spar- 
row is a beautiful variety of the species found here. The crane, grus 
Pratensis, is found here in immense numbers. By some their flesh is 
valued as much as that of the turkey. The crying bird is a pelican, 
temarkable for singular plumage, and its harsh cry. The wood pelican 
is nearly three feet high, and is seen stalking along the marshes, with his 
4ong, crooked beak, resting, Uke a scythe, upon his breast The painted 
vulture is one of the curious birds seen on the Savannas, gorging on the 
i^rpents, frogs and lizzards roasted by the periodical burning of the grass 
{>lains. The great Savanna crane, when standing erect, is nearly five 
feet high. They fly in squadrons, and ha>% a singular uniformity of 
flying, and alighting. A striking feature of this country is the number, 
variety and splendor of the birds, especially those of the aquatic species. 

Fish. The coasts, sounds and inlets abound in excellent fish; and 
the inland lakes and rivers are stored with such multitudes of them, as 
can not be adequately conceived, except by those, who have seen them. 
Tliey are generally of the same kinds, that we have named under this 
bead| in our previous remarks upon the Mississippi Valley. 

We may observe in general, that the fish of this region, especially on 
the sea coast, are fine. The fish, here called the sun-fish, is the same 
with the trout of Louisiana. It is an excellent fish, and no angling can 
exceed it. b takes the bait with a spring. What is a matter of curiosity, 
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to all the recent settlers in the country, is the multitudes of fish, tiat aiie 
seen at the mouths of the immense springs, that burst forth from the 
ground, of a size at once to form considerable rivers. When the channel 
of these subterranean streams is struck, by perforating the earth at any 
distance from the fountain, the hook, thrown in at the perforation^ id 
eagerly taken by the fish, and fine angling may be had, as if fishing in & 
Well. The most common kinds are the sun fish, cat fish, silver, or White 
bream, and the black, or blue bream, stingray, scale flounders, spotted 
bass, sheep's head, drum, shad, &c. Oysters, and other shell fish are 
excellent and abundant. Alligators and alligator gars are the common 
enemies of the finny tribes, and they here feed, and fatten on the fish.*— 
The swamps, lakes and inlets so abundantly stored with fish^ frogs^ 
insects, and every kind of small animals, that constitute the natural food 
of alligators, would lead us to expect, to find this animal in great num* 
bers. There are all the varieties of lizzards, that we have enumerated^ 
as belonging to the western country in general. The lakes and rivers 
abound in tortoises. The great, soft shelled fresh water tortoise, when 
of a large size, has been found weighing fifty pounds, and is esteemed by 
epicures, delicious food. The gopher is a curious kind of land tortoise, 
and is by many prized for the table. There are vast numbers and varieties 
of frogs, and the music of the Rana boans, ot bull frog is heiard in con- 
cert with the cry of the Spanish whip-poor-will, the croaking of tortoises, 
and the innumerable peepings and gruntings of the amphibious animals 
and reptiles of the lakes and marshes, 

SerpenU, They are for the most part the same as have been described 
already under this head. Here is seen the ribband snake, of a clear 
vermilion color, variegated with transverse zones of dark brown. It is 
found about old buildings and is harmless. Here, also, is the chicken 
snake, swift, slender, long and harmless. Its prey is chickens. — ^The 
mud asp is a serpent, that lives in the muddy creeks, of a livid color, 
and easily mistaken for an eel. Persons incautiously wading in the mud 
have been bitten, and the bite has proved mortal. The coach whip snake 
inhabits the pine barrens. It exactly resembles a coach whip with a black 
handle, but is perfectly harmless. The bull snake is common on the 
savannas. It is a large, fierce and venomous looking snake, uttering, 
when irritated, a loud hissing noise; but its bite is harmless. The coach 
whip snake is conunon. It is an animal of beautiful colors, six feet long, 
and as slender, as a walking stick.-— The glass snake, which we have 
described elsewhere, is seen here. Red and black toads are common* 
The house frog indicates tain, by being Imcommonly noisy, before it 
happens. The little green garden frog changes color, like the camelion ; 
and its note exactly imitates the barking of a puppy. Indeed so great is 
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the number and variety of these reptiles, that it is the standing jest, when 
speaking of Florida, to say, that every acre will yield forty bushels of 
frogs, and alligators enough to fence it. 

Insects. Incredible numbers of the small insects, called ephemers, 
cover the surfaces of the lakes and rivers, supplying abundant food for 
the birds, fix)gs, and fishes. Clouds of the gaudiest butterflies hover 
among the shrubs and flowers. Gnats and musquitos, as might be 
e]q)ected in such a^country, are extremely frequent and annoying, especi- 
ally about the rice and indigo plantations, being ordinarily found in 
greatest numbers, where it is most unhealthy. On the open, dry savannas 
they are neither so frequent, nor troublesome; and they decrease in num- 
bers, as cultivation advances. The jigger, red bug and musquito are 
most annoying. 

Baps, Inlets and Sounds, From the imcommon levelness of the 
country on the sea shore, and from the numerous rivers, that intersect it, 
there is no part of the world, that for the same extent has so many inlets, 
rounds, narrow passes of water between islands, and communications 
of one point of the shore with another, by an inland channel. The whole 
coast is almost a continued line of these sounds; and it is beyond a 
doubt, that at a comparatively small expense, a canal communicating with 
the sea, in an hundred places, might be made from New Orleans to the 
river St. Marys. From this river to the Sabine, and we may add, through 
Texas, almost every riverj that enters the gulf just before its entrance, 
spreads into a broad lake, communicating with the sea, and the crater is 
partially salt. From one of these lakes to another, there is often a wide 
natural canal, with from four to six feet water. Those on the shores of 
Florida are too numerous to mention with particularity. Perdido bay, divi- 
ding Alabama fiom Florida, is thirty miles long, and from two to six broad. 
Pensacola bay is thirty miles long, and from four to seven wide. It receives 
the rivers Escambia, Yellow, Cold water. Black water, and Cedar creek. 
The bay of Pensacola affords the best harbor on tlie whole gulf shore. 
Bayou Texas enters from the north, a mile above Pensacola, and is four 
miles long, and a fourth of a mile wide. Bayou Mulatto enters the east side 
of Escambia bay. St. Rosa aound connects the bays of Pensacola and 
Chactawhatchee. This is a charming sheet of water, forty miles long, 
and from one and a half to two miles ^vide. A narrow peninsula divides 
Pensacola bay from this sound, for tliirty miles. It yields five feet water 
in its whole length. Chactawhatchee bay is forty miles long, and from 
seven to fifteen vride. It receives a number of creeks, is much affected 
by storms, and was formerly the seat of a profitable fishery. St Andrews' 
bay is protected by a number of small islands, receives some navigable 
creeks, has deep water, is twelve miles long, and five miles wide. St. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FLORIDA. 903 

Joseph^ bay is twenty miles long, and seven miles wide. Appalachicola 
is twelve miles long, and from four to six miles wide. OcHlockney is 
is twelve miles long, and two broad. Appalachy bay is a circular inden- 
tation, in which is the port of St. Marks, the nearest point to Tallapassee 
the seat of Government. Histahatchee offers a safe harbor for small, 
vessels. Vacassa bay is the eastern-most bay in west Florfda. 

Rivers, The rivers, that have courses of considerable length rise in 
the high lands of Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi. St. Marys is a 
very considerable stream, that falls into the Atlantic, by a broad month. * 
It is for a long way the separating line between Florida and Georgia. 

St. Johns, a very considerable river, rises in the centre of the peninsula, 
and flowing with a gentle current northwardly, broadens to a wide chan- 
nel, and passes through several lakes, the largest of which is St. George, 
twenty miles long, and twelve broad, and falls into the sea forty miles 
south of St. George. It has been navigated by the steam boat George 
Washington, the •first that ever floated on the waters of Florida. She 
took the inland passage from Savannah, and arrived at Jacksonville on 
the St. Johns in thirty four hours. Indian river has a course from north 
to south, and empties into the gulf Most of the rivers, that Ml into 
the gulf, have their sources in Georgia. — The most important of these is 
Appalachicola, which divides East from West Florida. It is formed by 
the junction of two considerable rivers, that rise in the subsiding Appal- 
achistn ridges in Georgia, the Flint ;md the Chattahochy. It is the longest, 
largest and most important river in Florida, and falls into Appalachy bay. 
The small river, St. Marks, empties into the same bay. Escambia is a 
considerable river, and empties into Pensacola bay. Perdido, which 
forms the boundary between Florida and Alabama, falls into the gulf 
four leagues west of Pensacola bay. There are, also, the Nassau, St. 
Nicholas, Ocklockney, Corelia, St. Pedro, Charlotte, Hillsborough, Su- 
waney, Vilchees, Conecuh, Alaqua, Chactawhatchee, Econfina, Oscilla, 
Acheenahatchee, Chatahatchee, Histahatchee, and various others, which 
rise in Florida, and at different points fall into the gulf. There are a 
great number of rivers, not here enumerated, that rise in the pine forests, 
have considerable courses, and fall into arms and inlets of the gulf. The 
country is as yet scarcely susceptible of accurate topographical informa- 
tion, and is so intersected with rivers, and accommodated with inlets, 
and the soil is go level, and the communications from one point to another 
by water so easy that there is no place in the territory at any considera- 
ble distance from water communication. The entrances to most of the 
rivers have a bar, tliat unfits them for the navigation of vessels drawing 
much water. Most of these rivers are susceptible of considerable extent 
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of acliooiier navigation, and they are generally capable of steam boat 
navigation. 

Jtlandf, The sea islands on the Florida- shore are not of much im« 
portance. St. Rosa island is a long and nanbw slip parallel to the coast, 
between St. Rosa bay and Pensacola. The Tortugas are a group of 
islands, opposite the southern-most point of East Florida, They are 
covered with Mangrove bushes, and extend from north-east to south-west, 
Anastatia is opposite to St, Augustine, and divided from the main land 
• by a narrow channel, and is twenty-five miles in length. They are covered 
with pine trees and sand banks, and have a sterile soil. On the West 
Florida shore are Hummoch, Crooked, St. Vincent's, St, George's, Dog, 
and James' islands. 

Cunosities, These consist in a great many natural caverns, sinking 
ri^rs, great springs and natural bridges. Among the caverns, the most 
remari^able are Arch Cave, and Ladies Cave. The first descends 
under a vast lime stone rock. At a considerable depjh in the earth, a 
cavern opens, one hundred feet wide, and fifty feet high. From ibis 
leads off a kind of gothic arch for a long distance, at the end of which 
ig a running stream twenty feet wide, and five feet deep. Beyond this 
19 a hall one hundred feet long, with columns and stalactites. This cave 
has been explored four hundred yards. It abounds in sparry crystalliza- 
tions. The Ladies Cave is still more spacious. This, too, has its galle* 
ries, chambers, domes, sparry columns, and its cold and deep river 
winding through its dark passages. Two miles from this cave is the 
natural bridge ov^r Ch^pola river. The Econfina river passes under a 
ni^tural bridge. The antiquities of West Florida, as great roads, cause- 
ways, Ibrts and other indications of former habitancy, are striking and 
inexplicable curiosities. None are more so, than the regular and noble 
plantatibnct and avenues of live oaks. 

Jn the vicinity of Tallahassee a small pond was recently formed by 
tbe linking of the earth, which fell, with all its trees, with a tremendous 
crafib. The sink is pei^ndicular, and fifty feet deep before we arrive at 
lbs water, the depth of which is not ^certained. 

Founiaiasj Lakes and Springs. There seems to be over all this 
country, a substratum of soft stones at equal depths, which is cavernous, 
and admits numberless subterranean brooks ^nd streams to have their 
eourses &r under the ground. In places they burst out in the form of 
those vast boiling springs, which form rivers at a short distance from 
their outlets, and by their frequency, their singular forms, the transpa-r 
lency of their waters, and the multitude of their fishes, constitute one of 
the naost striking curiosities of the country. Among an hundred, which 
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might be nasoed, and which have created the vulgar impression, that there 
is every where a prodigious cavern beneath the surface of the whole 
country, the most remarkable is tliat, twelve miles from Tallahasse, which 
is the source of Wakulla river. — ^It is of a size to be beatable iinmediately 
below the fountain. A mile below its source the channel becomes so 
impeded with flags, rushes and river weeds, that a boat can scarcely be 
propelled through them. Suddenly tliis immense spring breaks upon the 
eye, of a circular form, and in extent, like a little lake. The water is 
almost as pellucid, as air. It has been sounded with a line of two 
hundred and fifty fathoms, before bottom was found. From its almost 
unfathomable depth, from the aerial transparency of its waters, and per- 
haps also from the admixture of sulphuret of lime, which it holds in 
solution, it has a cerulean tinge, like that, which every voyager has ad- 
mired in the waters of the gulf. To a person placed in a skiff, in the 
centre of this splendid fountain basin, the appearance of the mild azure 
vault above and the transparent depth below, on which the floating clouds 
and the blue concave above are painted, and repeated with an indescriba- 
ble softness, create a kind of pleasing dizziness, and a novel train of 
sensations, among which the most distinguishable is a feeling, as if sus- 
pended between two firmaments. The impression only ceases, when the 
boat approaches the edge of the basin near enough, to enable you to 
perceive the outlines of the neighboring trees pictured on the margin of 
the basin. It has been asserted, that lime stone water in its utmost 
purity has less refractive powers for light, than free stone water. The 
water, probably, fix)m the presence of tlie sulphuret of lime, is slightly 
nauseous to the taste. Beautiful hammock lands rise from the northern 
acclivity of this basin. It was the site of the English factoi^ in former 
days. Here resided the famous Ambrister. The force, which throws 
up this vast mass of waters from it? subterranean fountains, may be 
imagined, when we see this pellucid water swelling up from the depths, 
as though it were a cauldron of boiling water. It is twelve miles from 
St. Marks, and twenty from the ocean. Mickasucke Lake, fifteen miles 
north-east firom Tallahassee, is twelve miles long. On its shores many 
of the old Indian fields are covered with peach trees. Lake Jackson, 
north-west from Tallahassee, is eight miles long, and three broad. The 
ridiest lands in the country are on its borders. Lake lamony, fourteen 
miles north of Tallahasse, is eight miles long, and three broad. It is 
noted for the abundance of its fish. Old Tallahasse Lake is near the seat 
of Government. Chefixico's old town was on its south shore. Inundation 
lake is newly formed by the inundation of the Chapola. Though deep, 
the forests are still standing in it, and it is twenty miles long, and seven 
broad. 
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The Brig Spring of Chapola throws out a considerable river from between 
the high rocks on its shores. The Chapola river is almost wholly form- 
ed from large springs. The Big Spring of Chactawatchee is the chief 
source of that river. The Waucissa spring discharges a very considera- 
ble stream. 

Savages, .The Seminole? were once a numerous and powerful tribe, 
as were also the Baton Rouges^ or Red Sticks. Their numbers were 
much reduced by the terrible but deserved chastisement which they re- 
ceived during the late war. Numerous small tribes, and divisions of 
tribes, and congregated bodies of refugees from different foreign tribes 
are dispersed in the forests and savannas of this country. They used to 
find in the spontaneous production of the soil, and in the abundance of 
fish and game, a superfluity of subsistence. 

The Indians of this region are an alert, active and athletic people, fond 
of war, of gay, volatile, and joyous dispositions, and the merriest of sar- 
ages. They have the common propensity for intoxication and gambling. 
They are active and expert hunters; and, by the sale of bear, deer, pan- 
ther and wolf skins, horses and cattle, bees wax, honey, venison and 
such articles generally, as are the fruit of the chase, they procure their 
clothing, and such things as are called for by their habits of life. 

Civil divisions. Since the cession of this country to the United 
States, the immigration to the country has been very considerable. The 
country has been divided into counties, judicial and military districts; 
and all the benefits of American institutions are peaceably diffused over its 
whole surface. The present number of inhabitants in both Floridas, is 
34,725. They are as thoroughly mixed, as any community in the United 
States, comprising emigrants from all foreign countries, and from every 
American state; and among the Creoles, there are all possible admixtures 
of African and Indian blood. The greater proportion of the inhabitants 
are very poor, and too great a part of the recent immigrants are merely 
adventurers. The greater number of the ancient inhabitants lead a kind 
of pastoral life, and subsist by rearing cattle. A few of the planters are 
opulent, and have good houses with piazzas, and every addition that can 
easily be devised to court the breeze. They live a solitary life, in remote 
forests, or savannas. But abounding in fish, cattle and game, they have 
all the necessaries of life without labor or difficulty; and the unbounded 
hospitality which they practise, is at once an easy and deUghtful virtue. 
Nothing can be more grateful to the summer traveller, oppressed with 
hunger, thirst and heat, and wearied with the sad uniformity of tlie Mride 
pine forests, and savannas, tlian the cordial though rude welcome, the 
patriarchal simplicity, the frank hospitality, and the surrender of time, 
slaves, and every thing that the house affords, to his comfort, than he re- 
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trenres Iiere. Some portions of this region have interest with the thinking 
traveller, from another circumstance. Tlie man^ mounds, that are me- 
monals of ages and races forever lost to tradition and history, are here 
mixed with the melancholy ruins of considerable villages, that rise among 
the orange groves, and manifest, that there was onCe, even here, a nume- 
rous population of civilized beings. 

The amusements of the people are a compound of Spanish, French 
^uad American manners. 

Florida is divided into Walton, Escambia, Washington, Jackson, Gads- 
den, Leon, Jefferson, Fayette, and some other new counties. 

Comparative advantages of immigraiion to Florida. This country 
'was in some points of view an invaluable acquisition to the United States. 
It was necessary to the*rounding, and completing the area of oursur^ice, 
that no foreign power should possess a territory surrounded by our own. 
It was necessary for the possession of its harbors, and its immense line of 
•coast. It was invaluable for its inexhaustible sup{^es of ship timber. 
As an agricultural country, it must be confessed, a great part of it is 
sterile. The level pine forest lands will bring one or two crops of corn 
without manure; and will, probably be cultivated to a certain extent with 
indigo. The drier lands of this sort are admirable for sweet potatoes, 
and on the whole better, with the requisite cultivation, and manuring,^r 
.gardens^ than soils, naturally more fertile. There are considerable bodies 
of excellent land, distributed at wide intervals over all the country. But 
a small proportion of these are, what are demoninated first rate. Some 
.parts, probably, offer equal advantages for the cultivation of sugar with 
the sugar lands of Louisiana. Cochineal, it is supposed, will be made to 
advantage, and it may be, coffee^ It offers superior maritime advantages 
4)f every sort; abounds in the materials of ship building; and in its rich 
and inexhaustible fisheries, and its supply of oysters, and sea fowl has its 
own peculiar advantages. The immigrant, who sought to enrich him- 
self by cultivation alone, would, probably, make his way to the richer 
soils, west of the Mississippi. But, if taken as a whole, it is more sterile 
than the country along the Mississippi, it feels the refreshing coolness of 
the sea breeze, and the trade winds, and, it is beyond a doubt, more 
healthy i — ^Nature has her own way of balancing advantages and disadvan- 
tages, over the globe; and a Florida planter finds sufficient reasons, on 
comparing his country with others, to be satisfied with his lot. 

Chief Towns, St. Augustine is the chief town of East Florida, and 
the most populous in the country. It is situated on the Atlantic coast, 
thirty miles below the mouth of St. Johns, about two miles witliin the 
hasj opposite the inlet, and at the neck of a peninsula, in north latitude 
29° 45'. — The bars at the entrance of the inlet have from eight to ten feet 
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water. The town is built of an oblong form, divided by four streets, thai 
cut each other at right ^gles, fortified by bastions, and surrounded 
by a ditch, and is defended by a castle, called Fort St. John. The river 
St. Marks, flows through the harbor, and divides the town from the islands 
The streets are generally so narrow, as scarcely to permit two carriages 
to pass each other. To balance this inconvenience, the houses have a 
terrace foundation, which, being shaded, renders walking in the sultry 
days agreeable. The houses are generally built of a free stone, peculiar 
to the country. This rock is obtained from the adjacent island, and ia 
formed of concrete sea shells. The external walls are plastered, and 
have a handsome and durable appearance. They are not more than twa 
stories high, with thick walls, spacious entries, large doors, windows and 
balconies, and conmionly a large and beautiful garden attached to 
them. 

On entering this ancient looking town from the sea, the castle of Fort 
St. Mark has an imposing effect upon the eye. It is a fort forty feet 
high, and in the modem style of military architecture. It commands the 
entrance of the harbor and is of a regular quadrangular form with fbur 
bastions, a wide ditch, and sixty heavy cannon, and is capable of contain- 
ing one thousand men. It is on a point of land between the conflux of 
Matanzas creek, and St. Sebastian's, and forms a landscape of great pic- 
turesque beauty, with its interspersed groves of orange trees, and flower 
and kitchen gardens. Although the soil about St. Augustine is so sandy 
as to give it the appearance of being sterile, yet it is far from being un- 
productive. It brings two crops of maize in a year; and garden vegeta- 
bles grow in great perfection. — The orange and lemon gtow as if they 
were indigenous, of a greater size, it is affirmed, thap in Spain or Portu- 
gal. One tree has been found to produce four thousand oranges. The 
harbor would be one of the best, were it not for Hie bar at its entrance, 
which prevents the approach of large vessels. There is a light house on 
the island, and some giardens, and orange and date trees. From this island 
are taken taken the stones, of wliich the town is built, and here commen* 
ces the northern limit of that remarkable quarry of 'stone, that skirts the 
southern shore of Florida. The population of St. Augustine now con- 
sists of between 4 and 5,000 inhabitants. Near this town grows the palm 
or date tree. Its branches attract notice from their singular beauty, and 
constant rustling, like aspen leaves, as Well as the peculiarity of the under 
branches, which serve for ladders, by which to ascend the tree. The fruit 
in form resembles the largest acorn, and is covered with a thin, transpa- 
rent, yellowish membrane, containing a soft saccharine pulp, of a some- 
what vinous flavor, in which is enclosed an oblong, hard kernel. When 
ripe, it affbrda an agreeable nourishment. The olive has already become 
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naturalized to the soil. Some have asserted, that cocca trees would 
succeed in the southern parts of tlie peninsula. 

Pensacola, fifty miles from Mobile, is tlie capital of West Florida, It 
is situated on a bay of the same name, in north 33° 32' and in longitude 
10° 18' from Washington. The shore is low and sandy ; but the town is 
built on a gentle ascent. It is, like St. Augustine, built in an oblong 
form, and is nearly a mile in length. Small vessels only can come quite 
to the town. But the bay affords one of the most safe and capacious 
harbors in all the gulf of Mexico. It has been selected by our govern- 
ment, as a naval station and depot, for which its harbor, and the advan- 
tage of fine ship timber in the neighborhood,, and its relative position 
admirably fit it. A stream of fresh water nms through the town, and its 
market is well supplied with beef, garden vegetables and fish. Oysters, tur- 
tles and goiters are important items in the supplies of food, and espe- 
oially sea fowls. It was an old and decaying town, when it came under 
the American government. At that period it received that impulse of 
increase- and pvosperity, which has uuiformly been the result of coming 
under the American government. A number of new and handsome 
brick houses were built. Numerous adventurers flocked to the place 
drawn thither by its natural advantajres, and its reputation for unconnnon 
salubrity. In the fatal autumn of 1822, the yellow fever visited this place 
in common with many other towns on the gulf. Extreme negligence in 
the police of the town is supposed to have caused it. Confidence in its 
fimcied exemption firom that terrible malady was destroyed; and it again 
declined. It is, unquestionably, a salubrious position, and it is believed, 
that its natural advantages, added to those, which result from its being a 
naval position, will restore its proper degree of estimation and import- 
ance. Its supplies are now in a considerable degree from New Orleans. 
Of course it is a place something more expensive than that city. One of 
its inconveniences is a very sandy position; and the inhabitants are said 
to acquire a general gait, as if continually walking in a sand, that gave 
way under their feet. At present it contains a very respectable society, 
though the aspect of the town is rather unpleasant. It contains nearly 
three thousand inhabitants. 

St. Marks is an inconsiderable sea port nine miles from TaUahasse, 
and is the nearest navigable point to that place. 

Tallahasse has been selected, as 'the seat of government for the 
territory of Florida. The reasons, which determined the governor and 
commissioners to fix on this place, as the metropolis, were its central 
position, fertility of soil, and the reputation, it had acquired among 
the Spanish and Indians of being uncommonly salubrious. The po- 
sition was fixed upon for the scat of government in 1824. It was 
divided into lots, and sold in 1825. Five squares have been reserved for 
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the purpose of public buildings. The precincts of the town encircle a 
beautifully undulating country. It was immediately incorporated as a 
city. In two years from the first building, the number of whites and 
blacks were supposed to amount to 800. Some respectable houses were 
built, but tiie principal part of the habitations are temporary log buildings* 
The forest is falling on all sides, and it is daily acquiring more and more 
the appearance of a town. The amount of the sales of the lots was 
24,000 dollars. That sum was appropriated for the erection of a territo- 
rial capitol. The materials for building are good and abundant. There 
are already a number of stores, taverns, and shops of all the customary 
mechanics, with a foil proportion of lawyers and doctors, and 200 houses, 
A printing press, has been established, from which issues the * Florida 
Intelligencer.' The Florida mahogony, that grows in the vicinity, is 
scarcely infe*rior to that, brought from Honduras. There are fine situa- 
tions for mill seats in the vicinity, and great scope for industry and ente^ 
prise of every sort. Post roads have been opened to Georgia, St Marks, 
St. Augustine and Pehsacola; and bridges and ferries so established, that 
travelling is comparatively safe and easy. Immigrants may now arrive at 
this place from any direction, without being obliged to sleep out of a, 
house. In consequence of the sudden influx, articles at first were very 
high. Yet the neighborhood abounds in game, fish and water fowl. 
Venison and wild turkeys are constantly ofiered for sale by the Indians. 
Trout and sun fish are taken in the immediate vicinity. At St. Marks, in 
the neighboring tide waters, sheep's head, and other sea fish, and oysters 
abound. The country around is high and rolling. This place is only 
three miles north of the elevated chain of rolling hills, which, for a great 
distance, bound the shores of the Mexican gulf. Thence to the soa, the 
land is low and level, and founds in the long leafed pine. There are 
many lakes not far distant. The most important among them are Brad- 
ford's and Jackson's. The latter is a clear and beautiful sheet of water, 
fifteen miles long, and one and a half wide. This lake has risen, within 
the last year, six or seven feet. It must have had a subterranean outlet, 
which seems now partially stopped. It was but a small and shallow pond 
in the time of General Jackson's campaign. The soil about this town is 
a mixture of loam, sand and clay. The growth in the dry grounds is oak, 
hickory and pine. But wild cherry, gum, ash, dog wood, mahogony an4 
magnolia abound. The climate, as far as experience goes, is very healthy. 
The coDunon summer elevation of the mercury is not high. The range 
is between 88° in summer and 24° in winter. The heat is moderate^ 
by a sea breeze. The dews are heavy. Wliere the soil is sufficiently 
rich, the climate is adapted to the sugar cane, and it will be a country 
for the growing of sugar. Vessels come from New Orleans to St, 
Marks, in three or four days. The remarkable ^ big spring' of the rive? 
Wakulla is twelve miles distant. 
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When the contemplated canal shall have been completed, and the te^ 
fioarces of the country developed, few places present more attractions to 
immigrants. Quincy and Magnolia are thriving villages* 

Counties and Chief Towns beside those already mentioned. Alachua, 
Dell; DuybI, Jacksonville; Escambia, Pc7W(lco/a; Hamilton, Miccotovm; 
Jackson, Jtfaruwina; Jefferson, Montii^ello; Leon, Tallahassee; 806 ipdLea 
from Washington j Madison, Hicksioicn; Monro, Key West; MoschetOy 
Totnoka; Nassau, Ferdinanda; St. Johns, St, Augustine, 841 from 
Washington, 292 S. E.from Tallahassee j Walton, Aliqua; WashingtCMi^ 
Holnu?s Valley. 

History. The English aver that Florida was discovered, in 1497y iy 
Sebastian Cabot. In 1524, the first effectual settlement was made in 
the country* In 1528^ an expedition was undertaken to the country, by 
Pamphilo de Narvaez, with 400 men, from the island of Cuba^ He at- 
tempted to penetrate the interior of the country, and was never heard of 
tnore. In 1538, tlie country was entirely subdued by Ferdinand de Soto^ 
one of the bravest officers in the Spanish service. But the savages were 
numerous, fierce and bra vis; ajid it cost the Spanish a long and bloody 
struggle before they were able to establish themselves in the country. la 
1564, the French began to establish themselves, and to form little settle- 
tnents along the shore, and from the facility, with which they have always 
gained the good will of the savages, they become at once powerful and 
troublesome to the Spaniards. Their settlements v^re seldom of an ag- 
ricultural character. They generally took part with the natives, and ad- 
dicted themselves to hunting. The Spanish sent a fleet against them, and 
destroyed their settlements. In 1597, the French made severe reprisals 
demolishing all the forts, erected by the Spaniards, and murdering all the 
colonists, whom they found in the country. From this tinae the French 
neglected their establishments in this part of the country, and the Spanish 
continued from time to time, to make petty establishments here. In 
1586, St. Augustine was attacked and pillaged by Sir Francis Drake. 
In 1665, it was entered, and plundered by Captain Davis at the head of 
a body of bucanneers. In 1702, Colonel More at the head of 500 Eng- 
lish and 700 Indians, marched from Carolina to the walls of St Augustine^ 
and laid close siege to it for three months. 'The Spaniards, having sent 
a squadron to the relief of the garrison, he raised the siege, and made a 
precipitate retreat. When the British established the first colony in 
Georgia, in 1733, the Spaniards became apprehensiveof a new attack 
upon Florida, and ilot without reason; for in 1740, an expedition was 
fitted out ^gainst St. Augustine by Oglethorpe. But the Spanish com- 
mander, havltg received timely notice of the intended attack, made such 
additions to the strength of the garrison, and used such other artificial 
defences, as that the English were compelled after sustaining consider*- 
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ble loss to abandon tlie siege. In 17G3, Florida was ceded to (Sreat 
Britain, in exchange for Havaima. She received Florida, as an equiva- 
lent for that very important acquisition. By the encouragement, which 
the government gave to agriculture, numbers of colonists poured in from 
everypart of the^British islands, and from all tlie countries in Europe; and 
this may be considered, as the most prosperous period of the country, as 
tegarded its future prospects. — ^In the year 1781, while Great Britain was 
exerting all her powers to reduce her revolted colonies, a well ^concerted 
•attack by the Spaniards, re-conquered the country, and brought it under 
its ancient regime, and it was guaranteed to them by the peace of 1783. 
It remained in their possession, forming one of the three governments, 
"which composed the captain-generalship of the island of Cuba. In 18 10, 
the inhabitants of that part of West Florida, which now composes pai-t of 
the states of Alabama and Louisiana, in concert with the American au- 
thorities, renounced the government of Spain, and attached themselves to 
the United States. Tho revolution was effected without bloodshed. It is 
said that they hesitated about tho propriety of setting up an independent 
govetnm^t, and that they sent delegates to* our government, to treat 
respecting the terms of reception. The country, 6o seceding, came 
peaceably under our government, and has so remained ever since. 

We know little of the interior liistory of tliis country, while under the 
Spanish regime. St. Augustine, Pensacola and St. Marks were the dnly 
places of much importance. The country supplied Havanna with cattle 
and horses; and furnished an occasional retreat to the inhabitants of that 
eif y during the sickly season. They had the customary Spanish engines of 
government, a priest, a calaboza, a commandant and a file of soldieis. 
History redeems but little from the silence of such a government, as it 
respects knowledge of the character and deportment of the officers, oribb 
condition of the people. The materials of such annals, if any exist, ite in 
the archives at Havaitna. Meantime our government had heavy and \rell 
grounded claims on the Spanish government for spoliations comroitted on 
our commerce. These claims, as also settling definitely the territorial line 
of jurisdiction between the United States and New Mexico, made the basis 
of a treaty, by which the Spanish ceded to us the entire country. The 
treaty was made a law in 1820; and it then became a territory of the 
United States, and has since advanced with that steady progress in 
population and prosperity, which has marked every country, that" has 
thus been added to our government. 

It is supposed, there are seven millions of acres in the coffee region of 
Florida; eight millions of sugar land; and nine millions of 4^otton afid 
grain land; making twenty-four million acres of maiketable land* 
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TLenoth, 280 miles. Breadth, 160 miles; containii^ 46,000 square 
►inile». Between 30° 12' and 35° N. latitude; and between 8^ and IP 
30' W. longitude from Washington. Bounded North by Tennessee; Bast 
by Georgia; South by Florida, and West by the state of Mississippi. 

CIVIL DIVISIONB. 

Counties. Autauga, Baldwin, Blount, Bibb, Butler, Clarke, Conecuh, 
Covington, DaUas, Decatur, Franklin, Fayette, Greene, Henry, Jackson,^ 
Jefferson, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Lowndes, Madison, Maren- 
go, Marion, Mobile, Monroe, Morgan, Montgomery, Perry, Pickens, 
Kke, Shelby, St. Clair, Tuscaloosa, Washington, Wilcox, and Walker. 

PopuUuion. No part of the western country has liad a more rapid 
increase of population, than this state. In 1800, that portion of the present 
iBtate of Mississippi, which is now Alabama, had only 2,000 inhabitants. 
In 1810, it contained 10,00. In 1820, it numbered 127,000. By the 
census of 1830, 199^21 free whites and 1 12,625 slaves. Total, 31 1,846. 

This state rises by regular belts, or terraces from the gulf of Mexico. 
The lower belt is low, level, and has many swamps and savannas, and 
the prevailing timber is pine. The northern belt is pleasantly undulating. 
Tennessee valley, though a deep alluvial country, is in fact high table 
land, and there are few table countries, which excel this part of the 
state in fertility, mildness of climate, and pleasantness of position. 
This valley is separated from that of the Alabama by hills of such lofty 
and precipitous character, as generally to merit the name of mountains. 
Some of these peaks tower 3,000 feet above tlie level of the gulf. On© 
chain runs from Ross, on Tennessee river, between the Coosa and Black 
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Warrior, giving rise to the head waters of Cahawba. Another separates 
the streams of tlie gulf from those, that fall into the Tennessee. Another 
range divides between the waters of tlie Bli^ck Warrior, and Tombigbee^ 

Rivers, .Tlie Chatahochy separates this state from Georgia, and not 
far below the limits of that slate, unites with Flint river, to form the 
Appalachicola of Florida. — ^The Tennessee curves from the north-east to 
the north-west comer of the state near its northern line. A line of hills 
with a curve, corresponding with that of the Tennessee, runs at a distance 
of between fifty and eighty miles from that river, giving rise to numerous 
streams, that flow from one declivity north to the Tennessee, and from 
the other south, to the waters of the Alabama and Tombigbee. Into 
Tennessee flow Watts' river, Turkey creek. Poplar creek, Occochapa and 
many smaller streams. These rivers reach the Tennessee either at the 
Muscle Shoals, or near them. It is proposed to unite the waters of the 
Tennessee with the upper waters of the Tombigbee by a canal, which 
shall cross Bear creek of the Tennessee, and the line of hills, that sepa-' 
rates the waters of that river from those of Tombigbee, and unite the 
the canal with an upper and beatable branch of that river. 

Mobile river is formed by the junction of Alabama and Tombigbee^ 
and is so called up to the point, where these rivers unite at Fort Mimms* 
It enters Mobile bay by two mouths. The Alabama is the eastern brandi 
of the Mobile, and is itself formed from the junction of the Coosa and 
Tallapoosa rivers. The Tallapoosa rises in the Alleghany ridges in 
Georgia, where it is called Occafusky, and receives a number of tribu- 
taries in the Indian country. It passes over considerable falls, before it 
gives its waters to the Alabama. — The Tallapoosa rises in the same 
ridges, and pursues a somewhat longer course to the south-west. Both 
are rapid streams, run through the Creek country, and are not beatable 
to any considerable distance above their junction. — From this junction 
the Alabama receives a number of small streams from the east, bends 
towards the west and receives the. Cahawba. It is navigable by sea vessels 
to Fort Claiborne. It is one of the finest rivers of the southern country, 
and navigable for steam boats of the largest class, for a great distance. 
A number ply constantly on it. They transport 130,000 bales of cotton 
to Mobile. When the title of tlie lands of the Creek Indians shall have 
become vested in the United States, and the beautiful country on the 
head waters of this river settled by whites, it is probable, that Montgom- 
ery, situated midway between Mobile, and the highest points of steam 
navigation on this river, will become one of the most important 
towns in the state. The Tombigbee rises in the ridges, that separate 
between its waters and those of tlic Tennessee, in the northern parts of 
the state J and receives some of its western branches from a range, that 
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diverges from the Tennessee hills, and runs south along the middle of the 
state of Mississippi. It receives, in its progress, many considerable 
streams from the state of Mississippi on the west. It meanders through 
the Indian country, and a tract purchased by French immigrants. Eighty 
miles above St. Stephen's, .it is swelled by the accession of the Black 
Warrior, to which place small sea vessels ascend. In moderate stages of 
the water, it affords steam boat navigation to Tuscaloosa. — ©oth these 
rivers are extremely favorable to boat navigation; and during the higher 
stages of water, a number of steam boats are constantly moving through 
the dark forests and rich alluvions of these fine rivers. Yellow, Chactaw 
and Pea rivers rise in this state, and pass into Florida, as does also the 
Conecuh, a considerable river, that rises in the interior, and find its way 
to the sea through that country. The Tensa is a branch, or enlargement 
of Mobile river, before it enters Mobile bay. The Perdido separates this 
state from Florida, as the Pascagoula on the west does from the state of 
Mississippi. Escambia rises near Fort Claiborne, and running a south- 
wardly course, unites witli the Conecuh, and forms Escambia bay above 
Pensacola. 

Face of the country^ soilj Sfc. The following was considered by the 
purchasing immigrants a very accurate and faithful general delineation 
of the qualities of the soil. It is chiefly extracted from the published 
accounts of the United States' surveyor in that district ; and has the 
advantage of having been the result of actual inspection. The general 
shape of the state is that of a well defined parallelogram. The only 
undefined hne is the southern one. From this line another parallelogram 
is formed, extending between Florida and the state of Mississippi. It 
includes Mobile bay. This was once part of West Florida, and was 
necessary to this state, to enable it to communicate with the gulf of 
Mexico. Except the alluvions on Mobile river, the soil is generally a 
pine barren. In Mobile bay are the islands Dauphin, Massacre and Petit 
Bois. Mobile bay is a deep and commodious entrance into the interior. 
Dauphin island is of a triangular shape, and ^ve miles in length. The 
ship channel is between Dauphin island, and Mobile point. There is 
another pass, called Pass au Heron, which has but six feet water over its 
bar. Taking the state, as a whole, the nortlicm parts, near Tennessee, are 
generally hilly and precipitous. At the nortliem commencement of this 
belt, it is mountainous, and a continuation of the Alleghany hills. The 
central interior region is generally waving hills. As we approach within 
fifty or sixty miles of Florida, the swamps are, for tlie most part, timber- 
ed with cypress and gum trees, and some loblolly pines; and the uplands 
with long leafed pine. These pine swells and levels have a very diin soil; 
but generally having a substratum of clay, contain within themselves a 
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principle of fertility, which, when cultivation shall be advanced, and 
population sufficiently compact, will not fail to bo called forth. At 
present, they bear, without manuring, two or three crops of maize, and 
perhaps one or two of small cotton. But in the present order of things, 
while there are sufficient extents of rich lands, the pine barrens will be 
held in little estimation ; and they probably, include more than one half 
the surface of the state. Among the pme woods grows rank grassy 
furnishing fine and inexhaustible summer range. The alluvions on the 
Alabama and Tombigbee are generally wide, and for the most part first 
rate lands. Some affirm, that they are equal to the lands on the Missis- 
sippi. When these lands came into the market in the land office, the 
rash and grasping spirit of land speculation raised them to an inordinate 
{Mice, which proved, in many instances, ruinous to the purchasers. In 
some cases, these lands in a state of nature, sold as high as fifty dollars 
an acre. The alluvial soils on the margins of the streams g«ierally are 
fertile and productive. The hammock lands rank at the head of the 
second rate lands, and their fertility 4s of long duration.— ^They consti^ 
tute an intermediate belt between the bottoms and pine ridges. They 
generally have a slope, Hke a glacis. In the first rate lands no pines are 
to be seen. In second rate lands pines are intermixed with dog wood^ 
hickory and oak. Wherever the high, table grounds are seen covered 
with oaks, dog wood trees, and the pawpaw intermixed, the soil is sure 
to be fine. The French immigrants are sanguine in the belief, that the 
slc^ies and hammocks of this state would affi)rd eligible soib and situa^ 
tions for vineyards. It will be an omen for good for the country in geiK 
end, imd for this state in particular, if they prosper in attempting to rear 
the vine and the olive. Experience has abundantly demonstrated, that 
the great bulk of American farmers are little disposed to speculative 
agriculture. — They prefer to 6x their attention upon com, cotton,, tobac- 
co, beef and pork. Along the southern limits of the state the soil is 
thin, and the unvarying verdure of the pme, tires by its uniformity. On 
the head waters of the Escambia, and Conecuh, the soil and climate are 
favorable to the sugar cane; ahd here are seen those groves of orange 
trees, of which travellers have spoken with so much delight, affirming 
them to be indigenous. They were, beyond question, the growth of 
seeds scattered from orange groves, originally cultivated by Spaniards 
in Florida. 

In the lower parts of the state, as we approach Florida, the swamps 
become more and rbore extensive. Cypress lands are abundant On the 
alluvial grounds, which are not inundated, is large and rank cane. Be- 
low the Tombigbee, the river is apt to inundate the bottoms and swamps, 
and ihe musquitos are excessively annoying. As we ascend into the 
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tentral parts of the state, the lands become high and broken, and pine is 
lege frequent. Oak, hickory and i)opIar are there the prevailing growth. 

The most extensive bodies of good land, and tliose, which are at present 
most popidous, are between the Alabama and Tombigbee, the bottoms 
of the Tallapoosa and the Black Warrior* Passing over the ridge, that 
separates the waters of tlie Conecuh from those of the Alabama, theie 
is an extensive body of rich land. On tJie head waters of Lime Stone 
creek, there is also a fine body of land. A considciable distance above 
the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa, there is a country of ^ne 
swells of land, watered with frequent springs of pure water. The land 
is heavily timbered with those kinds of trees, tiiat indicate a rich soil* — 
It is inhabited by the Creek Indians. 

Character of the population. This state was ofiginally a part of 
the Mississippi territory. It has acquired population with great rapidity, 
and already far exceeds in numbers the state, from which it was taken. 
Few states have had so great an increase* This was owing in part to 
its contiguity to Georgia, and its proximity to the Carolinas; and ita 
having fresh and fertile lands, and yet bemg in other respects, as 
regards soil, climate, and situation, very similar to those states^ Immi- 
grants from the land of pine and cypress forests, love to see these trees 
in the new regions, to which they transplant themselves. Public o^Mnion 
had estimated this country, as more than commonly healthy, for its 
climate. That p^ of it, lying south of the Tennessee ridge, has great 
facilities of conmiunication with the sea. The southern planters ordina- 
rily do not covet a country, which admits a very dense population. They 
love space, in which to move themselves. They prefer those extensive 
pine barrens, in which there is such inexliaustible range for cattle, and 
which will not, fbr a long time admit a dense population. At the same 
time, they desire at intervals rich alluvial soils of thick cane brake, the 
proper soil for cofton. Alabama furnished them, in these respects, all 
they could wish. It was much healthier, than the maratime parts of 
the Carolinas; and at the same time had a soil better adapted to cotton. 
This may account for the great immigration from the Carolinas and 
Georgia, and for that surprising increase in the population, which we have 
already noted in the table of civil divisions. 

The people in tliis state have a.gericral character for order, quietness, 
a regard for religion, schools, andj".; social and moral institutions;, more 
decided than could have been fexpected, taking into View the recent 
origin of the state. — They speak, and think oCnfeipsclves, in reference 
to the states furtlier south and west, with no small degree of assumption 
in the comparison. There are many opulent planters with large numbers 
of slaves; and tlicy possess the characteristic hospitality of these people 
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©Tery where. They hate not formed a character, as a state. They have 
few religious, literary or other institutions. But they are developing a 
character, which will lead to respectable and numerous foundations of 
Ihis kind. Travellers have been favorably impressed with the charac- 
teristics of hospitdlty, quietness and good order, which they generally 
witnessed. The people begin to be alive to the vital interests of 
schools and education. The usual appropriations of lands for colleges 
and schools have been made by congress for this state. From the compa- 
lively high price of lands, these appropriations must ultimately constitate 
a respectable fund. 

Seminaries. Alabama contains three colleges; The Catholic college 
near Mobile, the Methodist college at Lagrange, a respectable institutioOy 
and Alabama college at Tuscaloosa. This last is an amply endowed 
institution. One of the buildings is magnificent. Great exertions have 
been made to purchase a respectable library and philosoj^cal apparatos^ 
and in point of pofessorships and other appointpients to place it on a 
footing with the most respectable institutions of the kind. 

Climate, The climate of this state, taken together, is fevorable to 
health, compared with the southern country generally in the same paral- 
lels. The lower part of it is constantly fanned, during the summ^ 
heats, by the trade wind breezes. There can hardly be said to be such a' 
season, as winter, and yet the summers are not hotter, than they are many 
degrees more to the north. The duration of the sunftner heats is indeed 
debilitating, and the direct rays of the summer^s sun oppressive. Bat 
strangers from the north in the shade, and in the current of air, seldoflu 
sttfier from the heat. In the northern parts of the state still waters oftea 
freeze. In the southern parts they seldom see much snow or ice. Cattle 
reqiiire no shelter during the winter. Maize is planted early in March* 

In the 31st degree of latitude the thermometer stands in spring water 
at 69^ which is nearly the mean temperature of the year. A series of 
tfaermometrical operations for a year give the following result. The 
warmest part of the warmest day in April gave 82°. — ^Mean heat of July 
of the same year 86°. Coldest day in January 54°. Coldest day in 
February 43°. Warmest day in March 85°. Same year the trees in the 
swamps, where vegetation is most tardy, were in fhll leaf the 2d of April; 
peach blossoms gone; April 12th peas in pod; peaches of the size of a 
faazlenut; ^g trees in leaf; green peas at table, May 2d; strawberries 
ripe; May 16th mulberries, dewberries, and whortleberries ripe; May 15th 
cucumbers in perfection; June 29th roasting com at table. 

Diseases. In point of health this climate takes its character from 
situation and local circumstances. The prevailing diseases of the cooler 
mtHitfas are those of the class termed cachexy. The diseases of the warn 
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mcmths are generally bilious. Where the powerful southern sun brings 
the swamp miasm into action, diseases follow of course, and none but 
negroes, and those acclimated, can safely reside in the low grounds on 
the banks of the rivers, and near the inundated swamps. — The yellow 
fever has seldom been seen, except in Mobile. In the high land regions, 
&i from swamps, creeks and stagnant waters, in the districts of hills, 
sfmngs, and pine forests, the country may be pronounced salubrious, 
and the planters from the sickly country generally retire to such places, 
to spend the summer. 

EmpiaymetU of the people. Cotton is the grand staple of Alabama. 
The growing of this article has increased in this state in a ratio even 
greater, than that of the population. Among the cotton raising states, 
this now takes a very high rank. Sugar, rice and tobacco are also cul- 
tivated. Many of the people about Mobile are shef^rds, and have 
droves of cattle, numbering from 500 to 1,000. Swine are raised with 
great ease, where they can be guarded from their enemies, wolves, panth- 
ers and alligators. The small breed of Indian horses, or Spanish tackies, * 
as they are called, are ugly, but hardy and strong, and are better than 
the handsomer horses for service. The country trade of the lower part 
of Alabama is to Mobile, Blakely and Pensacola. Considerable amounts 
of pitch, tar, turpentine and lumber are exported. The cotton used to 
be carried to New Orleans. Mobile has become a port of great export 
for cotton. This country, so near Ilavanna, has great advantages for 
navigation. Sea vessels proceed up the Alabama to a considerable 
distance. The northern parts of Alabama, situated in the Tennessee 
▼alley, are compelled to send their produce by a very circuitous route, 
down the Tennessee, the Ohio and Mississippi, where it arrives, after a 
passage of 1,600 miles. At starting, it can not be more than five bun- 
dred miles from the gulf. There is little hazard in asserting, that the 
intelligent and opulent people, in the beautiful and fertile valley of the 
TTennessee, will canal the ridges, that rise between them and the waters 
of the Alabama, and will unite themselves with the gulf by that fine river. 

Chief Towns. Mobile is the only town of any great importance 
in the lower part of the state. It lies on the west side of Mobile 
bay on an elevated plain, in latitude 30^ 40'. It is situated considerably 
above the overflow of the river, in a dry and pleasant situation. Access 
to it is rendered somewhat difficult to vessels by a swampy island oppo- 
site the town. But when once they have entered, they are perfectly 
secure from winds, storms and enemies; and can come directly to 
the town. It has swampy lands and stagnant waters back of it, and near 
it a sterile country of pine woods. From these causes, though it had been 
one of the earliest settled towns in the country, it never became, under 
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the Spanish and French regime, more than a military post. Under the 
government of the United States, it has received a new impulse of pros 
parity. But a few years since, little cotton was raised in the whole 
country connected witli Mobile; and none was exported directly from 
this place. It is now a great shipping port for cotton; and a large num- 
ber of square rigged vessels take their freight from this city. There is 
no o^her port, perhaps, in the United States of the same size, that has so 
large an amount of export; After New Orleans and Charleston, it is the 
largest cotton port in the country. It is enlivened, too, by the coming 
and departing of many steam boats, that ply on tlie noble river above the 
city. In addition to the great number of packet schooners, that sail 
between this place and New Orleans, some by the lake, and some by the 
Mississippi, there is now a steam boat communication between the two 
cities, by the way of lake Ponchartrain. Of course, except during the 
sickly months, it is a place of great activity and business. Chiefly 
destroyed, not long since, by a destructive fire, it has been rapidly and 
handsomely rebuilt of brick. It contains 2000 free whites, and 1500 
slaves and free blacks; total, 3,500. The public buildmgs are a court 
house and a jail; four churches, one for Roman CathoHcs, one for Epis- 
copalians, one for Presbyterians, and one for Methodists. A Roman 
Catholic college is erecting at Spring Hill, six miles from the city. It 
exported, 1831, 110,000 bags of cotton. It has the disadvantage of a 
shallow harbor, which is moreover growing shallower by the sand depos- 
ited by tlie rivers. The most fatal impediment to the advancement of 
this town is its acknowledged character for sickness. Advantage has 
beeii taken of this circumstance, to commence the town of BlakeJy, on 
the eastern and opposite side of the bay, and at ten miles distance. The 
site is free from contiguous swamps. It stands on the Tensa, the largest 
branch of the Mobile, which yields deeper water, and has a harbor of 
easier access, than Mobile. The situation is open, high, and dry, and it 
has cool and limpid springs of water, and superior advantages of commu- 
nication with the country by good roads. It has improved considerably, 
and its founders were sanguine, that it would speedily eclipse Mobile. 
But that ancient town had, what is called in the west country phrase, 
*the start,' and sustains its pre-eminence, as a commercial depot, not- 
withstanding its frequent and destructive ravages from yellow fever and 
fires. Mobile is 1033 miles from Washington, and 226 S. from Tusca^ 
loosa. 

St. Stephens is on the Tombigbcc 120 from Mobile, and at the head of 
schooner navigation. It is a considerable village with stone houses; but 
notvtithstanding a favorable position in the midst of a fine country, wears 
the aspect of decay. 
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Oahawba has bcon, until recently, the political metropolis, and is sit- 
uated at the junction of the Cahawba with th6 Alabama. County oouite 
are held here, and an office for the sale of public lands. The drcum- 
stance of its having been the metropolis gave it a rapid growth. It has a 
considerable number of handsome buildings, intermixed, accordifg^ to 
the common fashion of new towns, with a great many temporary log 
buildings. Florida, Claiborne, Dumfries, Jackson, Coffeeville, D^nopo- 
lis, and Columbia are incipient, and some of them thriving villages. 

Tuscaloosa at the falls of the Black Warrior is permanently fixed^ as 
the political metropolis, and is a town of rapid growth. Its sitaatioa 
500 miles from Mobile, is elevated,' level and beautiful. It contains two 
thousand inhabitants. Many of the buildings are of brick and handsome. 
The public buildings are a superb state house, a court house, and jail; 
four churches, one for Presbyterians, one for Episcopalians, ope for Bap- 
tists, and one for Metliodists. This town is the seat of the new and 
handsome buildings of Alabama college. Beautiful stone for buildings 
is found in the vicinity, and mineral coal of the best quality abounds in 
the banks of the Black Warrior. Salt works from water recently discov* 
ered are in successful operation. Tuscaloosa is 858 miles from Wash- 
ington. 

Montgomery, the shire town of the county of that name, is pleasantly 
situated on tlie west bank of the Alabama, opposite the Big Bend, two 
hundred miles east of Mobile, and the same distance west of Milledge- 
ville in (jeorgia. The public buildings are a court house and jail, one 
church for Presbyterians, and one for Methodists; and a theatre. It con- 
tains eight hundred inhabitants. It is surrounded by a fertile soil, rapidly 
settling with rich planters, chiefly from the Carolinas and Georgia, and 
promises to become a place of much commercial importance. Washington^ 
Selma and Claiborne, and other towns on the Alabama, are inconsidera- 
ble villages. Thirty miles higher on the same river is Kelleysville^ a 
thriving village. Eagleville is prmcipally inhabited by French emigrants^ 
who calculated to cultivate the olive and the vine. Montgomery is 859 
miles from Washington, and 119 from Tuscaloosa. 

The beautiful and fertile valley of Tennessee has a very different 
conformation and its communications, by a long and circuitous roate 
with the Mississippi and New Orleans. This valley has a number of large 
and flourishing villages of its own. ITie largest of these is Huntsville, 
a handsome and thriving town, situated ten or fifreen miles north of the 
Tennessee, and fifty from the Muscle Shoals. The country about it ii 
extfemely fertile. It is principally built of brick, with some spacious^ 
and very handsome buildings, a presbyterian church, a baptist and 
two methodist places of worship, a handsome court house, and other 
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paUie buildings. One of those large and beautifhl springs, that are bo 
coinmon in this region, furnishes the town with water by machinery pat 
in motion by its own current 

Florence is the next town in point of size, and in a commercial yiew 
Biore||mportant than the other. It is situated on the north side of the 
Tennessee, at the foot of the Muscle Shoals. When the river is in a 
good stage of water, steam boats of the largest si^ can come up to this 
place. It has in this way a great and increasing intercourse with New 
Orleans. It has about 1,400 inhabitants, a very handsome courthonse, 
and a hotel in city style. It has also a presby terian church. 

Tnscumbia is the next place in size and importance. It is situated 
on the south side of the river near a mile from its banks, and five miles 
firom Florence. It has several handsome buildings and a thousand inhabi- 
tants. Russelville is also a new town of some importance. 

A considerable degree of munificence has been manifested by the peo* 
pie of this state, in their appropriations for schools, roads, bridges, canals 
and other works of public utility. — ^An appropriation of 5 per tesnt of 
of the net proceeds of all the of public lands in the state has been provid- 
ed for these objects. — ^A rail road has been conmienced at Tuscumbia, 
which is intended to connect with some point of the Tennessee above 
Muscle Shoals; and a convention recently called, to deliberate upon in* 
temal improvements expedient for the state, have recommended a rail 
roal or canal Communication between the valley the Tennessee, and 
the navigable waters of North Carolina. General Jackson^s military road,^ 
between lake Ponchartrain and Florence in this state, runs almost in a 
right line 830 miles. If fully completed, and kept in good repair, it would 
be of the greatest national utility. There are two or three canals in con- 
templation. There is no point, where one seems to be more called fbr^ 
than between the waters of the Tennessee and Alabama. 

Coftniy Towns, Washington, Centreville, Bluntsville, Greenville, 
Clarksville, Sparta, Fayette, Erie, Columbia, Bellfonte, EUcton, Moul- 
tOD, Athens, Lowndes, Linden, Pikeville, Somerville, Pickensville, Pike^ 
Ariiville, ShelbyviUe, Walker, Washington, Canton. 

CoMtiMum and Laws. They have the conmion features of those of the 
other states. The legislative body is styled < the assembly.^ The senators 
aie elected for a triennial, and the representative for an annual term. 
T%e governor serves two years, and is eligible only four years out of six. 
TTie judiciary consists of a supreme and circuit court, together with sub- 
ordinate courts appointed by the legislature. The judges are appointed 
by the legislature, and hold their offices during good behavior. * All 
persons over twenty-one years, and citizens of the United are electors. 
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This state is not far from 300 miles in average length, and 160 in 
werage breadth. Between 30° and 34° N. latitude^ and ll^ and 14° W. 
longitude from Washington. — ^It contains 28,000,000 acres. Bounded 
x>n the North by Tennessee; East by Alabama; South by the gulf of Mex- 
ico and Louisiacna ; West by Louisiana and the Mississippi. 

^. 

>CrVlL DIVISIONS. 

iVame«of<AeCoim/te«.-— Adams, Natchez City, Amite, Jackson, Jef- 
fereon, Lawrence, Marion, Monroe, Perry, Pike, Warren, Wilkinson, 
Wayne, Yazoo,Madison. 

PopulaHon, Free whites 42,176, Slaves 32,814. Total 97,865. 

Face of the couriXry. Tliere are a number t)f distinct ranges of hills, 
of moderate elevation, in this state, beside a singular succession of 
eminences, that show conspicuously, in descending the Mississippi. 
"Some of the bases of these hills are washed by this river. They are 
the Wabut Hills, Grand Gulf, Natchez, White Cliffs, and Loflus' 
Heights. In -other places, they appear near the river, or in the distance, 
as at Petite Gulf, Villa Gayosa and Pine Ridge. Two of these ranges 
•divide the state nearly in its whole extent, and separate it into sectional 
divisions. In advancing from the bottoms of the Mississippi, there is 
every where, at a greater, or less distance from the river, an appearance 
of blufis, which, when mounted, spread out into a kind of table surface, 
waving pleasantly; but in many instances, the richest table lands have 
precipitous benches, which expose tlio land, to what is technically called 
T>y the agriculturalists * wasbing.' This is a misfortune, to which the 
tichest lands in this state arc most subjected. 
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Pine Ridge is a singular elevation. It approaches within a mile of the 
Mississippi, and is a high belt of pine land, like an island in the midst of 
aurronnding rich land, timbered with hard woods. We know of no pine 
80 near the Mississippi, except in one place, in the county of Cape Gira- 
deau in Missouri, for a distance of 1,700 miles. In the northern section 
of the state, inhabited by the Cherokees, and Chactaws, the land rises 
into regular and pleasant undulations. The soil is deep, black, and rich, 
presenting in a state of nature the singular appearance of hills covered 
with higb cane brake. — Prom their precipitous character, tliese fertile and 
pleasant hills are subject to the general inconvenience of washing. The 
country, inhabited, by the Chickasaws, north-west of the Yazoo is also 
of a surface, charmingly variegated with swells, and vallies of great fer- 
tility, and abounding in fine springs. 

The White Clifis are just below Catharine^s Creek. — Loftus^ Heights 
are a few miles lower on the river. They are 150 feet high. In the 
strata of this hill are seen the last stones, that are discovered on descend 
ing the Mississippi. They are visible only in low stages of water. 
They are of the class, commonly called breccia, cemented with pebbles 
and other matters into a mass, apparently of recent formation. There is 
probably, no state in the union, and few countries in the world of a more 
pleasantly diversified surface, more happily distributed into hills and 
vallies, than the surface of this state. 

Rhera. The Mississippi washes the western shore of this state for a 
distance, following its meanders of nearly seven hundred miles. The 
right line of the Mississippi shore is less than half that distance. But 
the river is here remarkably circuitous, often curving round seven or 
eight leagues, and almost returning back on its course. The greater 
part of this long line of river coast, unfortunately, is inundated swamp, 
▼ery thinly inhabited, except by wood cutters for the steam boats, and 
seldom seen by any other, than people travelling on the river. There is 
here and there a position so high, as to be capable of being occupied, as 
a plantation. But these uncommon elevations soon slope back to the 
cypress swamps. 

The Yazoo is the most considerable river, whose course is wholly m 
this state. It rises in the Chickasaw country, in latitude 349 28', near 
the limits of Tennessee, and its head waters almost communicate with 
those of Tombigbee. From its source it runs a nortli-west course, te 
ceiving the Busha Yalo, the Tallahatchee, Lappataba, Buffalo Creek, and 
a number of less considerable streams, and by a mouth 100 yards wide, 
falls into the Mississippi, twelve miles above the Walnut hills. Its course 
is through a high, pleasant and salubrious country, cliiefiy however^ 
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claimed and inhabited by Indians. They inhabit the country, by the 
course of the river 150 miles from i^s mouth. It is generally boatable by 
large boats fifty miles; and in the higher stages of the water, to the Bu- 
sha Yalo, the missionary station. There is fine building stone on thif 
river, in positions favorable for conveyance to New Orleans, being the 
nearest to that city of any on the waters of the Mississippi. It is ^ backed 
op,^ as the phrase id, by the Mississippi, in high stages of water, or inun- 
dated by its own rise for a number of miles from its mouth. TwelT^ 
tiiiles above its mouth are the Yazoo hills, an^i four miles higher the site 
of fort St. Peter, where was an ancient Fiench settlement, destroyed 
in 1729, by the .Yazoo Indians, a nation, which in its turn, has long since 
since been extinct. On this river and the country which it waters, wai 
the scene of the famous Yazoo speculation,'which will be long and bit* 
teriy remembered by certain ^unfortunate speculators; and forgotten, as 
dbon as may, be by certain corporate bodies, concerned in the sale. Big 
Blade, or Lousa Chitto, 40 yards wide at its mouth, enters the Mississippi, 
just above the Grand Gulf. Measuring its meanders, it has a course c^ 
two hundred miles. It rises bNetween the head waters of the Yazoo and 
Pearl rivers, and interlocks with the boatable waters of the latter stream. 
It is navigable, in moderate stages of the water, fifty mUes. — ^The hills ot 
this river approach near the H^ississippi. At some distance up this liver^ 
where the high lands appear upon both sides, some New England adven- 
turers, headed by General Putnam, selected a place for a town. It was 
in 1773, when this region was supposed to appertain to West "Florida. 
The soil is fi&e and the situation el^ible. iThere is stone for bttiUiing; 
and the place seems to have been judiciously selected. Hombchitto is a 
large stream, having half the comparative length of Big Blade. It me- 
anders in a south-west course to the liCssissippi it is formed by two 
principal forks. A few miles, before it enters the Misstssippi, it passes 
through a lake. It taverses a fertile and well setUed country of opulent 
planters. Like the Yazoo, it is inundated for a long distance above ito 
mouth. . ' • 

Bayou Pierfe, Cole's Cieek, FaircKild's Creek, and Bt. Catharine^ 
Creek enters the Mississppi in succession below Big Black. They haie 
short courses, but generally a fine soil adjacent to their waters. On 
Bayou Pierre is the important settlement and village of Gibson Port. 
Buffiilo Creek enters the Mississippi a little above the heights of fiwrt 
Adams. Heve at Loftus' Heights, commences a chain of hills, which 
stretches north-eastwardly from the Mississippi, and separates the watets 
of Bogue Chitto and Amite firom those of Homochitto and BufiUo. On 
the southern side of these ridges, the waters flow into the Amite and lake 
Ponchartrain, and on the northern into the Mississippi. 

29 
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The Amite meHnders from its source in iliese hills to the Ibbenrflle, or 
BayoQ Manshac, an efflux of the MississippL The Amite unites with 
this Bayou forty miles ahove lake Maurepas. The Amite traverses a 
{Pleasant, productive, and well settled country, generally timbered with 
hard woods and having fine springs. 

Pearl river is next to the Yazoo, the most important river, that has its 
whole cp^^se in this state. It rises almost in the centre of the state, be- 
tween the two parallel ranges of hills, that divide it into sections. A 
number of branches unite to form the main river, which is •afterwards in^ 
creased by the Chunka, and other streams. It passes by MonticeUo and 
Jackson, and through a country generally fertile, healthy and pleasant 
until it touches the eastern boundary of Louisiana, after which it receives 
the Bogue Lousa and Bogue Chitto, and thence, running between this 
state and Louisiana, it enters the rigolets b^tweeti lake Ponchartrain and 
Borgne. The lands watered are for the most part fertile, though it 
sometimes traverses the sterile region of pin^ woods. Some legislative 
efforts have be^n made, to improve the navigation of this stream, which 
derives importance, from its being one of the chief points of communica- 
tion between this stalq, and the Gulf of Mexico. The Pascagoula lises 
in latitude 33^, and preserves a course parallel to the Tombigbee. It has 
a length of 250 miles. — ^Vessels of considerable draught ascend it to Leaf 
*Riv8r« It receives in its course a great number of tributary streams, of 
which Chickasaw, Leaf, Dog and Tacothamba are the principal, It has 
some fertile alluvions and hammock lands, but traverses, for the most part 
a region of pine country, sterile, but well watered, healthy, and affpid- 
ing in its timber, and its conveniences for navigation, a compensation 
for its want of fertility. At its mouth, it broadens into an open bay, on 
which, at the town of its own name, is|a reti^at of resort for the inhab- 
itants of New Orleans, during the sickly months. 

Idands. Those of the Mississippi are low and inundated.* The 
islands in ^ gulf, within six leagues of the front of the state, belong to 
it. They are eight, or nine in number, of which Ship and Horn islands 
are the chief.'-:-They are gen^aHy sterile and covered with pines and 
grass* 

CUmaie. This state, excepting a small tract, which fronts upon the 
gulf, constitutes a belt lying between the wheat and the sugar cane r^ions, 
in other words the climate appropriate to cotton. This is the region, 
where, in the humid places, the long moss is seen attaching itself to the 
tree. The latanier, or palmetto, in the brightness of its winter verdure, 
gives tropical features to the landscape. — Alligators are seen in the stag- 
nant waters. The family of laurels begins to be more numerous; and 
the Laurel Magnolia shows itself amcmg them. Southern shrubs and 
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fioWers to oae, coming from the north, present the aspect of a tiew cIf 
mate. It is unfortunate for tliis state, that its western front, bordering on 
the Mississippi, is so much exposed to inundation ; and that fram the 
8am« circumstance most, of the streams, that enter the Miarissipp&i ate 
uninhabitable for some distance from their mouth. At present in d^ 
scending the riyer, the traveller looks in vain, along this very extended 
front, for the palpable evidence of the opulence for winch this state is so 
deservedly celebrated. He sees a few singular blufi^ rising in sueees^ 
sion, sometimes at long intervals, from a dreary wilderness of inundated 
swamp. The river on this fVont, having much higher inundatioiiB) than 
lower down, it may be long, before the people here will leve^ the rieh 
alluvions, as they have done in the state below. But when it is donei 
an immen^ body of the most fertile «oil will be redeemed from inunda^ 
tion; and tlie state will gain as much in salubrity, as in opukncei Bven 
as It is, the greater portion of the surface of the state is waving hills, and 
the^whole amount of inundated lands is less, than in either of the other 
southern divisions of this valley. 

Compared with Louisiana, its waters have the same fishes^ and in win- 
ter and spring the same varieties of water fowls, and birds of beautiful 
t>lumage and sOng ) and its forests and prairies, for this state too, has its 
prairies, the same varieties of trees and flowering shrubs and plants^ 
with very few exceptions, as tlmt state, and they will be described un- 
der, the head of that state. In health it has decidedly the advantage. 
In that state, most of the planters cultivate the deep river and bayou allu- 
vions, and stagnant waters are more abundant. In this state^ wtiere the 
planters tCre fixed remote from stagnant waters, which in such a southern 
climate, must always be more or less destructive to h^lth, and have ao* 
cess to pute spring water, there is, j)erhaps, no part of the United Statesy 
where the inhabitants enjoy better health. The summers, indeed, are 
long, and the heat sustained, and sometimes inteme; and during the last 
of summer and first of autumn, the people in the healthy districts are 
subject to bilious attacks, sometimes slight, and sometimes severe. But 
in return, they are in a great measure free from pulmonary and catarrhal 
affections, which are so common and fatal in the more northern regions' 
of the United States. From the cehtre of this state to its southern front, 
its climate compares pretty accurately*' with that of south -Alabamliy 
Georgia, the northern belt of Florida, and Xx>uisiana. From October to 
June, no climate can be more delightful. It has,, injijtepd, -in wjnter:a 
marked advantage over that of the regions just mentioned. It is some- 
what less subject to the frequent and drenching rains of ^Florida luid Lou- 
isiana. The people in genesal are healthy, and in travelling through the 
state, we see .countenances tanned and browned by frequent exposure 
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to a flouthem sun; but at the same time indicating vigorous and chBerful 
health. 

Indians, The principal tribes in this state are the Chactaws and 
Obic3ca^aw8. The numbers of the former tribe are rated at 20y00(V and 
the latter at nearly 4,000. 'JThey are at present in a semi-savage state^ 
and exhibit the interesting spectacle of a people, intermediate between 
the hunter^s and the civilized state. A curious compound of character 
results from this order of things. Most of their ancient instincts and 
habits may still be traced amidst the changes, introduced by Agriculture 
and municipal regulations. Many of them have good houses, skfeBy 
enclosures apd cattle. They have ploughs, looms and blacksmiths^ shops, 
in operation, and are beginning to acquaint themselves with the coarser 
^mechanic arts. They have also commenced the adoption of our laws 
mid modes of judicature. Ah Indian denominated squire and judge, 
'becomes at once an important personage, and these titles answer instead 
*6i a-codted hat, a red coat and a medal. The different religious denom* 
inations in the United Stat^ have made a great and persevering ^Sirt to 
•convey to them the blessings of education and Ohristianif y. The princi- 
;]ml missionary station, under the patronage of the American board for 
foreign missions, in this state is at Elliot, on the Yalo Busha cieek, 40 
niles above its junction with the Yazoo, and 14S from the Walnut Hills 
on the Misdissippi. There are a xiumber cf subordinate stations con- 
nected with this principal one. £ach station constitutes a kind of reli- 
gious family within itself, and has its mixuster, instructors, male and 
^male, its farmer, or agricultural overseer, and its chief artisans. They 
are all supposed to be religious characters. Schools for the reception of 
Indian pupils constitute a main part of their plan, and on the wisest pre- 
mises, they calculate, by showing in their own society and example 
tiie influenee of christian order and discipline, and by sedulous instruc- 
tion of children, to communicate education and the rudiments of Cbvis- 
tianity at the same time, by precept and example; and by showing ia 
their own well cultivated fields the best modes of agriculture, and by 
training their youthful pupils in the labors of the field, at once to inspire 
them with the requisite patience, industry and love of agriculture, to 
qualify them for commencing a new and an agricultural life. They 
witness a growing attention of the Indians to the municipal and chri^iaa 
modes of life in the increased number of their pupils, which, from ths 
4ast. reports,' appear to be very considerable. They have large fields 
.good houses, mechanic shops, regular worship; and the praises of God 
and the Redeemer, in the sweet and cultivated strains of church muoo^ 
Tesound in ^lese ancient forests, instead of the war and death song'of 
4iie savages. The plan and the whole system aie entirely novel is the 
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ajMiaig of cfarisUan exertion. It is a kind of protestant monastic estab- 
lishment, with modifications suited to the more practical riews of that 
cburch) and constitutes a most interesting and striking feature in the 
missioiiary exertions of the present day. — All good minds must be dis- 
poaed to wish them every degree of success. They have a fine country, 
fiartile soil, hills, springs, prairies, copses, beautiful scenery, and a mild 
climate, which has hitheito proved ais salubrious, as they could have 
anticipated; and their prospects for the future are encouraging. They 
are to a certain degree patronised, and aided by the government of the 
Unt/ed States. 

Agriculture and pwnuiU of the people. AU the kinds of grains, 
fruits and vegetables, that can be cultivated in Alabama, can also be 
gfown here. The sugar cane has hitherto been attempted only on its 
southern frontier. The sweet orange is raised on the lower waters of 
Pliscagoula and Pearl rivers. The live oak, too, is only seen in this part 
of the state. In the middle regions, figs, grapes of all sorts, tobacco^ 
maive, sweet potatoes, rice, indigo squashes, mielons, plums, peaches 
and various other vegetables and fruits come to full perfection. The castor 
bean, cf Palma Christi, and the benne plant are sometimes raised. In 
the high and midland regions, it is afiirmed, that apples and pears arrive 
at tolerable perfection. This state, being on the southern verge of the 
inedial climate, is a country, where a great variety of the articles of the 
north and the south may be expected to come to maturity. 

Cotton is the grand staple, and grows in perfection in all parts of the 
«tate. It is, pertiaps^ too exclusively the object of thought, attentioa 
and cultivation. In the early part of the season the conversation turns 
upon the point, how the crop stands; that is, whether it has germinated^ 
* and remained in a healthy and vigorous state ? The next object of an^- 
'ety is, whether it takes, as the phrase is, ' the rot;^ then about the favora- 
^Ueness of the season for picking; then the state of the gins, and the 
amount bailed. — The last and most interesting of all is the^rice, it is 
4ikely to bear. In the halcyon days, when cotton brought 2d and 30 
^e^ts per pound, there were planters, who had thirty and forty thousand 
dollam a year, as the income of their crop. In those times some of the 
planters secured independent fortunes, and many of them^ became afflu- 
ent. Even at the present very reduced prices, no planters in tlie United 
^thates have better incomes, in proportion to their capital ^nd hands, thaii 
'those' of this state. The number of working hands on a plantation varies 
^from 20 to 200. It^is but recently, that the inhabitants have been nuich 
'inifaabils^of travelling out of of their own state. They are for the most 
"ifmri a plain, simple, industrious, hospitable and respectable people, 
•ccnstooied to a retired life in the mt^mt of the country. They me 
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generaUy, and honorably, with some few exceptions, kind and indolgisfff 
masters to their slaves, A few, who have acquiied fortunes without 
much previous education, or refinement, and measuring their own know-* 
ledge, acquirements and importance only by their intercourse with their 
slaves, are astonished, when they go abroad to find, that there are other 
requisites, in order to be sought afler, and introduced to the bestcirdes, 
than the possession of money and slaves. 

Attention to schools, religion, S^c. The same appropriations for pa^ 
lie works and for education are made in this state, as in Alabama. 
The benefits of a common school education are not so extensively enjoyed 
in any of the southern states of this valley, as could be wished. The 
whole business is generally managed by subscription, and voluntar]^ 
association. Whore this is the case, and where there is no direct inter- 
ference of the legblature, to compel the people to educate their children, 
many of the reckless and inconsiderate will allow them to grow up with 
out any education. There are ample public funds for the endowment of 
schools; and there is a growing sense of the importance of schools on the 
public mind. A seminary, entitled ^ Jefferson college,^ is incorporated at 
Washington near Natchez. It ranks with^the academies of the Atlantie 
country* Another institution, called a college,'is incorporated at Shield* 
borough^ and there are flourishing public schools at Natchez, Wood' 
ville and Monticello. 

Constitution, In every principal feature the feame, as that of Akbania. 

Chief Towns, Monticello, the capital of Lawrencfe county, and re- 
cently of the state, is'a pleasant and flourishing village on the west bank 
of Pearl river. Gibson Port, at the head of navigation on Bayou Pierre, 
is situated in the centre of a rich country, and is a village of considera- 
ble importance. Greenville, Woodville and Winchester are flourishing * 
villages. Shieldsborough is situated on the west side of the bay Af St. 
Louis. It is swept by the cool breezes of the gulf, and, though it has 
not always been exempt from the ravages of yellow fever, is a fkmed 
resort for the inhabitants of New Orleans, during the sickly months. 

Jackson, near the head of Pearl river, and on a site lately acquired 
from the ChactaAv Indians, has been selected, as the permanent seat of 
government fpr the state. It is a central, healthy and pleasant position^ 
and the circumstance of its being the political metropolis, will soou 
cause it to become a place of importance. 

Warrenton, below the Walnut Hills, is a considerable village on the 
banks of the Mississippi, from which are exported large quantities of 
cotton. Vicksburgh, just below the commencement of the Walnut HiHf, 
is one of the many towns in the western country, which have been the 
growth of but a few years. It is not more than ^^e, or six years, old. 



Digitized by 



Google 



mssissiPFi* • 281 

and it is noi\ a Conaidprable village, with a number of stores, lawyers 
and idiysicians. . It has a printing press and a journal. Many boats 
are alwaysJying in the harbor, and it sends off a great amount of cotton. 
Steam boats regularly- ply between this place and New Orleans. It is a 
most singular positi(xi for a town, on the shelving declivity of high hiUs^ 
and the houses are scattered in groups on the terraces. 

Natchez is by &lT the largest town in the state, and is incorporated as a 
city. It is romantically situated on the east bank of the Mississi[^i, on 
a\ery high blufi^ 280 mile^ above New Orleans. The river business is 
transacted at the division of the town which is called 'under the hill/ a 
T^[ni]sive place, and unhappily, but too oflen the resqrt of aU that is vile, 
ftom the upper and lower country. Gr^at numbers of boats are always 
lying here, and the place is filled with boatoien, mulattos, houses of ill 
fame, and their wretched tenants, in short, the refuse of tjie human race» 
There are, however, very respectable merchants resident 'under the hill.' 
The upper town is situated on the summit of a bluff, 300 feet above the 
•ccMHUKm level of the river^ from which there is a prospect of the cultivat- 
ed margin of the Mississippi in Concordia, on the opposite shore; and 
the eye traverses the boundless and level surfaces of the cypress swaihps 
beyond. On the eastern side, the country is waving, rich and beautiful; 
the eminences presenting open woods covered with grape vines, and here 
and there neat country houses. The town itself is quiet; the streets 
broad; some of the public buildings handsome; and the whole has the 
appearance of comfort and opulence. It is the principal town in this 
region for the shipment of cotton, with bales of which, at the proper 
season of the year, the streets are almost barricaded. Some opulent 
planters reside here, and there is a respectable and polished society. — 
The physicians and lawyers are distingubhed in their profession, and 
there is no inponsiderable attention to literature. A very numerous 
population from the contiguous country makes its purchases here, and 
it is a place of great trade for its size. The people are noted 
for opulence and hospitality. From the heights in this city they show 
you the site of Fort Rosalie, thescene of the wild, but splendid and af- 
fecting romance of Attala. There is a Presbyterian, an Episcopal, a 
Rcmian Catholic, a Baptist, and Methodist church here, and the people 
show a great, and for the southern country, an uncommon attention to 
the ordinances of worship and religion. The court* house makes a re- 
spectable appearance. Notwithstanding the cleanliness, elevation, 
an<f apparent purity of the atmosphere of this town, it has been often 
visited with yellow fever. To this circumstance it is undoubtedly 
owing, that its population does not advance, as might be expected, from 
its beautiful position. It contains not far from 3,000 inhabitants. — 
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Steam boats are constantly coming to this place, or depai^tng from it^ 
and the arriving and departing gun is heard at all honre of the day and 
of the night; and as they are seen sweeping along the majestic river, 
they add greatly to the grandeur and intetest of the scenery of this town. 

'Washington is a pleasant and healthy village five miles in the interior 
from Natchez, and is a resort as a place of retirement from that town 
when sickly. It is the seat of Jefferson college, which is an institutimi 
with considerable endowments, that under its present respectable teach* 
ers, promises to become a seminary of importance. * 

History, Greater part of this state originally was occupied by the 
Chactaws and other Indians. Their title has been chiefly extinguished 
by purchased cessions of lands. The state, by a recent enactment, ha» 
extended its political jurisdiction over them, and dedared them sal^eei 
to itsJaws. 

Mississippi was admitted into the union in 1817. By a recent enact- 
ment it has abolished a former la\if, which prohibited the location of a 
Branch Bank of the United States in this State. Near Natchez were 
the centml villages of the interesting nation of Natchea Indians, now 
exfinct. Question about the territorial right to this region was long the 
apple of discord between the Spanish and the French, the Spanish and 
English, and between the government of the fbnner, and that of the 
United States. Alabama was recently taken from it« 
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Ls3f0TH, 240 miles. Breadth, 210, containing 48,220 square miles. 
Between 29^ and 33° 30' N. latitude, and 12^ and 17° 3' W. longitude. 
Bounded east by Mississippi state, and the Gulf of Mexico, and by the 
river Mississippi from 3P to 33^, and thence by the parallel of 3P to 
Ptearl river; thence by that stream to its mouth; South by the gulf of 
Mexico; West by the river Sabine, which separates it from the Mexican 
States, and following that river to the pjirallel of 32°, thence due North 
to 38°, thence due east to the Mississippi. 

CIVIL Drvsnom. 

Names of the Pariskes. Ascension, (parish,) Assumption, (do.) 
Avoyelles, (do.) Baton Rouge, (east,) (do.) Baton Rouge, (west,) (do.) 
Claiborne, (do.) Concordia, (do.) Ibberville, (do.) Lafourche, j(interior,) 
(do.) Natchitoches, New Orlea^^s, (city,) New Orleans, (parish,) Cata- 
houla, (do.) Opelousas, (county,) Plaquemine, (parish,) Point Coupee, 
(county,) Rapides, (parish,) St. Bernard, (do.) St. Charles, (do.) St. 
Helena, (do.) St. James, (do.) St. John Baptiste, (do.) St Tammany, 
(do.) Washington, (do.) Wasliita, (do.) 

Poptdation, by the census of 1830. Free whites, 89,191? Slaves, 
109,631. Total, 215,575. The most populous parts of the state, after 
New Orleans, are the coast, Feliciana, Attakpasas, and Opelousas, and 
the Parish of Rapides, and Natchitoches. 

In 1785, what is now the state of Louisiana, contained, under the 
Spanish government, 27,283 inhabitants. In 1810, it being then the 
Territory of Orleans, under the American government, it contained 
75,556, of which 34,660 were slaves. In 1820, 153,407. This shows 
a very rapid increase in population. It nearly tripled in 17 years, pre- 
ceeding 1810. It more than doubled between 1810 and 1820. Extra- 
oidinary as this ratio of increase is, it is by no means in proportion to 
that of many other of the western states. 

30 
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No state in the union has a greater body of first rate land ; tliougb 
nine tenths of the good alluvia] district, from the delta of the Mississippi 
to the mouth of Red River, is either annually overflowed, or perpetually 
covered witli shallow lakes forever steaming miasm into the atmosphere. 
Were the same labor and expense, which have been bestowed in digging 
for gold in the gold districts of the South, applied in draining and canal- 
ling this vast dismal and noxious swamp, the avails of reclaimed sugar 
and rice lands, would not only yield a hundred times the profit, but New 
Orleans would become as healthy as any other town in the same latitude, 
and the centre of a more productive agriculture, and possessing easier 
water communications with it, than any other city in the world. 

The question, why the state, which has waste lands, as fertile as any in 
the western country, an agriculture unquestionably the richest, and un- 
rivalled advantages of access to the sea, and of internal water communi-. 
cations, does not people faster, may be answered by the assignment of 
various causes. The country has universally, abroad, the reputation of 
being sickly, by impressions founded on exaggerated reports, not at all 
warranted by facts. New Orleans has been repeatedly desolated, it is 
true, by the yellow fever j and public opinion has, probably, identified 
the sickliness of the whole country with tliat of that city. It cannot be 
denied, that there are parts of this state which are intrinsically sickly; 
and that there is much land, and that of the richest character, in the 
immediate vicinity of immense marshes, lakes, and stagnant waters, the 
contiguity of which must necessarily be noxious to health. Neither can 
it be denied, that a country which has such an undue proportion of slaves 
is unfavorably situated for advancing in population. Another impedi- 
ment may be found in the difficulty of adjusting the numerous and con- 
flicting land claims. It has thus happened, that neither the claimants,- 
nor congress could bting them into market for want of adjustment. — 
Large claims to the finest portions of land in the state have not yet been 
adjudicated by Congress; and purchasers have not felt secure m the titles 
of the claimants. A country, too, settled by opulent planters, is unfii- 
vorably situated for increase in population. It is discouraging to a free- 
holder, with his naked hands, or a small force, to sit down beside a planter 
with an hundred working hands. It is natural, that the 'petit paysan' 
should imagine that he sees contempt in the deportment of his wealthy 
neighbor towards him. But notwithstanding all these adverse circum- 
stances, this state is making steady advances in population. 

Face of the country y soil, dfc. Three quarters of the state are with- 
out an elevation, that can be properly called a hill. The pine woods 
generally have a surface of a very particular character, rising into fine 
swells, with table surfaces on the summit, and vallies from 30 to 40 feet 
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deep. But tliey arc without any particular range, and like the waves of 
a high and regular sea. The alluvial soil is level, and the swampBi 
which are the only inundated alluvions, are dead flats. The vast prairies 
which constitute a large portion of the surface of the state, have, in a 
remarkable degree, all the distinctive aspects of prairies. To the eye 
they seem as level as the still surface of a lake. They are^ except the 
quaking prairies, higher and dryer than the savannas of Florida. A range 
of hills commences in gentle elevations in Opelousas, rises gradually, and 
•diverges towards the Sabine. In the vicinity of Natchitoches it preserves 
a distance, intermediate between the Sabine and Red River, and coo- 
tinues to increase in elevation to the western parts of the state. Seen 
Trom the Pine Hills above Natchitoches, they have in the distance, the 
*blue outline of a range of mountains. Another Ime of hills, not fiir 
"fiom Alexandria, commences on the north side of Red River, and depa* 
Tpating between the waters of that river and Dudgemony, unites with an- 
other line of hills, that bound the alluvions of the Washita, as blufflri 
gradually diverging from that river, as they pass beyond the western 
limits of the state. The new and remote parish taken from Natchitoches, 
called Claiborne, or Allen's Settlement, is a high, and roUing country.— 
There are considerable hills beyond the Mississippi alluvions, east of that 
river. But, generally speaking, Louisiana is one immense plain, divided 
into |Mne woods, prairies, alluvions, swamps, and hickory and oak lands. 

The pine woods are generally rolling; sometimes, but not oAen, level. 
They have almost invariably a poor soil, sufficiently described in our ac- 
count of Flonda and Alabama. They possess the same character here, 
except, that creeks are more common, with more extensive and somewhat 
richer bottoms ; and there is, perhaps, a greater proportion of laurels, 
oaks and hickories among the pines. The greater proportion of the 
prairies is second rate land. Some of those west of Opelousas, and be- 
tween Washita and Red River are even sterile. Some parts of the prai- 
ries of Opelousas are of grcat fertility, and those of Attakapas still more 
BO. As a general fact, they are more level than those of the upper coun- 
try. A large belt of these prairies, near the gulf, is low, marshy, and in 
rainy weather inundated. A very considerable extent of them has a 
cold clayey soil, with a hard pan near the surface. In other places the 
soil is of inky blackness, and disposed in the hot and dry season to crack 
In fissures, of a size to admit a man's arm. 

The bottoms are generally rich, but in very different degrees. Those 
of the Mississippi and Red River, and the bayous connected with those 
streams, are more fertile and productive than the streams west of them, 
and between them and the Sabine. The fertility of the richer bottoms 
of the Mississippi and Red River is sufficiently attested by the prodigious 



Digitized by 



Google 



SjB6 LOUISIAlliU 

gi^mh of the timber, the luxuriance, size and i^kness of the ctoe, aikif 
th^ Cx>tton, the tangle of vines and creepers, the astonishing size of the' 
weeds, and the strength of vegetation in general. We have measured a 
ig tr(?e, and a sumach, both ordinarily considered as shrubs, which were 
larger than a man^s body. The richness of die articles of cultivation ir 
sufficiently well known. The cotton on fresh lands of the richest quality 
grows to the size of a considerable shrub. 

The districts of Louisiana, which have ihe richest s6ils, are the follow- 
ing^. — 1st The island of New Orleans. This is so denominated ia 
geography, and correctly. Not far below Baton Rouge, a bayou, or efflux^ 
tailed^ Manshacj or Ibberville makes out from the Mississippi, Which, in itif 
tour&e, receives other waters, until swollen to a considerable river, it falltf 
idto Lake Maurepas. That again is connected by a narrow gorge with 
Lake Ponchartrain, and that by the rigolets with Lake Borgne and the 
Gulf. The Mississippi insulates it on the other side. Consequently^ 
the island of New Orleans is a narrow strip of land, stretching between 
this range of lakes and the river. About one-third of the average Width 
of this strip is under cultivation. The other two-thirds are swamp. Itif 
front is th^ eastern bank of the Mississippi ; and its rear is this bayou 
BXnd this line of lakes. The bayou Manshac, which completes the insular 
character of this tract, is narrow, and is seldom seen by persons descend^ 
ing the Mississippi. This tract is the finest part of that rich country^ 
called the coast. The coast is that part of the bottom of the 
Mississippi, which commences with the first cultivation above the Bali2ef 
that is to Bay, about 40 miles below New Orleans and 150 above. Thi« 
belt on each side of the river is secured by an embankment, called a 
levee, from 6 to 8 feet in height, and sufficiently broad, for the moai 
part, to furnish a fine high way. The river, in ordinary inundaticmsy 
would cover the greater part of this belt from two to six feet in depths 
It is from one to two miles in width, and perhaps a richer tract of la&d 
of the same extent cannot be found on the globe. The leve^ extends 
something higher on the west than on the east side of the river. Above 
the levee on the east bank of the river are tlje parishes of Baton ftouge^ 
and East and West Feliciana. The latter parish received its name 
from its pleasant surface of fertile hills and vallies, and its union of de- 
sirable circumstances for a plan ting country. This parish presents a 
spectacle very uncommon in this country, hills that are covered with laur- 
els and forest trees, that denote the ricliest soi]. Here are some of the 
richest {inters and best plantations in the state. Bayou Sarah, the point 
of shipment for this region, sends great quantities of cotton to New 
Orleans. Some of the plantations on this bayou have from 5 to 800 
acres under cultivation, worked by a large number of hands. 
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West of the Mississippi, the Bayous Lafourche and Plaquemine, ^nxes 
or outlets from the Mississippi, have the same conformation of hanks, 
and the same qualities of soil with the parent stream; and, where not 
inundated, are equally fertile. The sugar cane thrives as well upon their 
Banks. No inconsiderahle portion of Attakapas is of great fertility, as 
are smaller portions of Opelousas,^ which is, however, more generally 
adapted to become a grazing country. The Teche, which meanden 
through Opelousas and Attakapas has generally a very fertife alluvion^ 
the lower courses of which are embellished with 'fine plantationi of 
sugar cane. On the Atchafklaya the lands are rich, but too generally 
inundated. The Courtableau, running through Opelousas^ has probably 
as rich a soil as is to be found in that parish. Approaching Red River 
from Opdousas, by Bayou Boeuf, we find on that bayou a soil, which 
some consider the richest cotton land in Louisiana. Bayou Rouge has 
also a fine soil, though it is as yet principally in a state of natore^— • 
Bayou Robert, still nearer to Red River, is of extraordinary fertifity, and 
the cane brake along its bank is of astonishing luxtiriance. Biayoti 
Rapide, which gives name to the parish, through which it runs, ia a beaih 
tiful tract of land* and the belt on either bank is laid out along its whdte 
course in fine cotton plantations. 

The bottoms of Red River are well known as possessing extraordinary 
fertility ,* and the lower courses of this river constitute the paradise of cotton 
planters. The color of the soil is of a darkish red, and appears to derive 
itg great fertility from a portion of salt intimately mixed with it, and 
from its peculiar friability. It derives its red colour from led oxide of 
iron< It is a wide and deep valley, covered, while in a state of natiHe^ 
with a dark and heavy forests Its soil has been accumulating for un- 
known ages from the spoils of the Mexican mountains, and the vast 
prairies, through which it rolls in its upper courses. All the bayous of 
Red River, and they are numerous almost beyond computation, partake 
of the character of the main river. 

The parish of Natchitoches has its plantations on the bank of Red 
River, and its dividons; for the river runs in this parish for a considerable 
distance in three parallel divisions. A vast body of rich alluvial lands, 
on the river above Natchitoches, is yet covered by unadjudicated claims, 
or belongs to the United States. The lands on the Washita are black, 
like those on the Mississippi. The alluvions on the lower courses of this 
river furnish an admirable soil for cotton, and all productions that require 
the same climate. The fijseet lands on this rivior are covered by the un- 
adjudicated claims of the Bapcon de Bastrop, Maison Rouge, and Winter. 
These claims are of great extent; and the lands, generally first rate. 
These are the districts in Louisiana most noted for possessing first rate 
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lands. But in this leve] region, wholly free from moantains, and precipi- 
tous hills, and sterile heatlis, tliere occur even in the pine woods and 
the poorest prairies, tracts, that in other parts of the United States wotiM 
be called comparatively fertile 

AgricuUure and productions. Wheat and rye do not flourish here. 
The culture ofthese grains, has been attempted, and it is said with sruc- 
cess in Allen^s settlement in the north-west angle of the state. But in 
general the stalks grow too rapidly, and lodge, before they come to matu- 
rity. Barley and oats succeed well. — The latter are generally mowed 
for fodder at the latter end of April. Maize grows luxuriantly on the 
alluvions and rich lands. But although this fine crop has a wonderfbl 
luxuriance of growth, it is more congenial to the climates of Kentucky, 
Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois, or the cooler climates of the middle states. 
In the south it grows with such rapidity, and is pushed forward so fast by 
the soil and climate, that it does not rear a stalk of equal size and firmness, 
with that attained in the former climates. — ^Nevertheless, fifty, sixty, and 
even seventy bushels to the acre are not uncommon crops. Forty-five 
bufdiels may be assumed as the medium crop of the maize lands in this 
state. 

The sweet potatoe, convidmlus batatas j in the sandy soils of this state 
attains its utmost perfection. We have seen one, which wei^ied nine 
pounds. They are of difierent species; but all extremely nutritive, 
and raised with great ease and abundance. 'They are the favorite 
food of the blacks, and constitute an excellent nutriment for all classes. 
The Irish potatoe is raised with more difficulty, and is not cultivated ex- 
cept for eating in the early part of the summer; and for some cause not 
yet explained, can not be preserved through the year. 

The usual garden vegetables are cultivated in abundance; though 
some, as for instance, cabbages do not grow as fine, as at the north. The 
asparagus is indiflerent. — Onions do not grow the first year to any siae. 
Small onions of the preceding year are placed in the ground for setts^ 
The pumpkin and the melon tribe flourish in this climate. All the Bor- 
them firuits come to perfection, with the exception of aj^les. The apple 
tree covers itself with blossoms and fiiiit, which, before it ripens, begins 
to show a black speck, rots, and falls. Figs of the different kinds grow 
in the greatest abundance, and from descriptions of the tree in the east* 
em continent, we should suppose, that it here attains its largest size. 
They might be raised in great abundance for exportation. AU that is 
necessary for raising this delicious fruit, id to put a slip of the tree in 
ground. It is astonishing, that such a fruit which grows almost sponta- 
neously, is hardly^ raised, except on a few farms, even for 
eating. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LOUISIANA. 

Below Point Conpee on the coast, on the lower courses of the Teche, 
Lafourche, Plaquemine, and along the whole shore of the gulf, that is to 
say in the region of the sugar cane, the orange tree, sweet and hitter, 
fknirishes, and the fruit is of the finest quality. Previous to 1822 oranges 
were lying under the trees, as the apples at the north. A severe frost 
that winter, destroyed the trees in this state quite to the ground. The 
roots have thrown out new trees, which are again in a hearing state. 
The olive would undoubtedly flourish. It is believed, that there are a 
few trees in bearing iir the state. The cultivated vine, vitis vmifera^ 
flourishes, and an abundance of fine fruit is offered in the markets. Wild 
grapes as the summer, winter, fox, muscadine and pine wood^s grape 
abound. Berries are neither so common, nor so good, as at the north. 
Persimons and pawpaws and a variety of haws and wild fruit are 
common in the woods. 

It would carry us beyond our object, to describe the wild and cultivat- 
ed flowering shrubs, which flourish in this region of flowers. The 
jessamine, the althea and rose class are the most common. The multi 
flora is a running vine, which attains an inconceivable luxuriance. Two 
or tliree summers only are necessary, completely to envelope a building 
with this grateful verdure, and these abundant flowers. China, Catalpa, 
and sycamore are the most common ornamental trees. The abundance 
of mulberry trees seems to invite the making of silk, in a climate similar 
to those, where it is made in the greatest quantities in the old 
world. 

Agriculture is in its infancy, and in a state of roughness adapted only 
to the labor of negroes; and has for its object only to obtain the greatest 
amount of the staple crop. A great number of rich fruits and valuable 
productions, congenial to such a soil and climate, have been en- 
tirely unattempted- Experiments, except in regard to the selection of 
the best kinds of cotton, and the best mode of growing it, or the kind of 
cane that is most productive, have not been commenced. One or two 
spirited individuals have recently attempted to awaken attention to the 
cultivation of the tea plant. Benne, which yields an oil, like that of 
olives, succeeds well. Indigo was formerly a prime object of attention 
with the planters. The cultivation has been of late in a great measure 
abandoned. The rice is remarkably fair, and yields abundantly. There 
are great extents of land, favorable for the cultivation of the upland rice; 
and no limits can be assigned to the iimount,' that might be raised; but 
the grand staples being more profitable, little more is raised, than for 
home consumption, in a country, where an immense extent of swamps 
might be profitably devoted to that article. The land brings tobacco of 
the finest quality. That, which is cultivated in tlie vicinity of Natchito- 
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icbee, is said to equal that of Cuba. But the culture is not deemed so 
piofitable, as that of the great staples. 

The cotton, cultivated here, is an annual plant, growing in the rich 
lands more than six feet high, and the larger stalks of the size rfaman^s 
jum^ throwing out a number of branches, on which form large and beaur 
tiM whitish yellow blossoms. A cotton field in fldwer is a most gaudj 
and brilliant spectacle. On the cups of the flower £brm balls, or coccoons, 
nr as they ai:e here called forms, in which grow three or four ellipticai 
seeds, four times as large as a wheat kernel, and of an oily consistency,. 
The cotton is the down, with which oily seeds are generally enveloped 
in«.tbe conservative provision of nature. The planting is from Matdi 
jCp the middle of May, in drill rows, six feet apart. Much more is 
planted, than is expected to stand. It is thinned carefully, and {Roughs 
in the form of scrapers, are used to clean out the weeds. In Septmnber 
the process of picking commences; and is renewed two or three times, as 
successive stages of forms ripen. The weather admits of this operation 
Math comfort to the hands, until the season calls for the clearing, and 
burning the old stocks, in order to commence ploughing for a new crop. 
This is one of the advantages, that it is crop, which fumi^ies employment 
tar the hands, during every period of the year. The cotton in the seed 
undergoes an operation, called ginning, by which the down is detached 
fiom the seeds, and blown away, while the seeds fall by their own weight. 
It is then packed in bales, which are pressed and ready for exportation. 

The kinds of cotton cultivated are Louisiana, green see^, or Tennes- 
see, and recently Mexican cotton. The green seed is not of so fine a 
staple, but is less subject^to the destructive malady, called the rot. 'Hie 
JVfexican is both of a finer staple, yields more abundantly, and has nof 
hitherto suffered from rot. It is getting into common adoption, and the 
importation of seed from Tampico and Vera Cruz is becoming aconsidr 
erable business. Sea island cotton grows well on grounds, that have been 
exhausted by the continued cultivation of the other kinds. All the spor 
cies exhaust the soil ; and the seeds, which accumulate in prodigious 
quantities around the gins, furnish an admirable manure for the exhausted 
soiL The rot is a disease, from which the balls, that begin to form afrer 
flowering, moulder and fall. No series of properly conducted experir 
inents has been made, to ascertain the causes, or to frimish a remedy 
against this disease. The causes are inexplicable from any thing yet 
known upon the subject. In some seasons it is much severer than others. 
New lands are less subject to it than old; and hitherto the Mexican least 
of all the species. 

Sugar cane is a very rich and abundant article of the growth of Loins- 
•na, raised chiefly on the coast, the shore of the gulf, the bayous, Teche, 
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Lafourche, and Plaquemine, and some parts of Attakapas, south of 31^^ 
It ii propagated by laying cuttings or slips of the cane, horizontally ill 
furrows in the latter part of February. The shoots start from eyes of 
the joints of tlie slip. When grown, it resembles the rankest btoom com, 
or perhaps more nearly Egyptian millet. At maturity it resembles, ex- 
cept the spikes or tassels, that species of maize, called at the north, Caro^ 
lina com. When it is cut for the mill, or expressing the saccharine sap^ 
they cut olS* something more than a foot from the top for slips for plant- 
ing. The rows in the rich lands are planted six foot apart. It requires 
the richest soil, the vegetable mould of which should be at least a foot deepi 
There are three or four varieties, or species, as the African, the Otaheite 
the West Indian, and the Ribband cane. The Otaheite grows luxuriantly^ 
and ripens considerably earlier than the West Indian; but is said to con-> 
tain saccharine matter, in comparison with the other, only as two to threes 
The Ribband cane is a new and beautiful species, so called firom perpen- 
dicular and parallel stripes, that have on the stalk the appearance of rib- 
bands. We have seen it of uncommon size and weight, and it is said 
to be highly charged with saccharine juice. Its grand advantage over the 
other kinds is, that it does not require so long a season for ripening, as 
either of the other kinds, by some weeks. It can, probably, be raised two 
degrees farther north, than any other kind, yet attempted, and after it 
is cut, it does not become spoiled from acidity as soon as the other spe- 
cies. They are making trials of this cane in Opelousas, on Red river, 
and about Natchez. It is not unlikely, that it will naturalize to tibe cli- 
mate) considerably north even of those points. Cane is understood to be 
productive in China, where the frost is much niore severe, tiban in any 
places, where it has been attempted in this country. When the habits of 
plants, in undergoing the process of acclimation, are better understood^ 
it may be, that this rich species of cultivation will be extended to points, 
where it lias not yet been even in contemplation. The disadvantage of 
the Ribband cane is that it has a harder rind, or bark, than the other 
kinds, and will require rollers for grinding it driven by steam power. 

The sugar cane is a very hardy plant, not liable to the diseases either 
of indigo, or cotton. It is cultivated much in the same way with maize. 
It ripens, according to the season, it experiences. Rains retard, and 
drought accellerates its maturity. The abundance of the crop depends 
upon the number of the joints that ripen, before the frost, so as to have 
the proper saccharine juice to granulate the sugar. A slight frost favors 
that fermentation, which is necessary to the formation of sugar from the 
sap. A severe frost at once destroys the vegetation of the cane. The 
cane lies a short time, after it is cut, to favor this fermentation. It is 
then passed between two iron cylinders, by which the cane is crushed, 
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imd the 8&P is forced out bj expression. It flows into bcMieTi, tnd tb^ 
process is simply that of evaporation by boiling. The crop, trtiik in 
growth, has great beauty of appearance. The sap is so rich in the stalk 
of the cane, as to have almost the gummy consistence of syrup, and sugar 
exists there as nearly in a concrete state, as it can be in solution. An 
acre properly tended will yield a hogshead of 1,200 pounds for a common 
crop. 

It was formerly a question in this state, which was the most proitabln 
crop, this, or cotton ? From accurate tables, giving the nundi^er of bands, 
the amount of expenditures, and tlie average value of product ftomeadi, 
from a number of years in succession, it appears, that sugar was the most 
productive crop, even when cotton bore a much better price than at prea* 
ent. The cultivation of the cane is diminishing in the islands. That of 
cotton seems to be every where increasing. There is a vast amount of 
sugar lands, not brought into cultivation. We do not as yet grow bj 
any means enough for our own consumption. There seems to be evieiy 
inducenoent then, to extend this cultivation in Louisiana, and it is an * 
omen for good, that the planters over all the state are turning their at* 
lention to this species of culture. 

No cultivation in our country yields so rich a harvest— But tke work 
is admitted to be severe for the hands, requiring, afler it is oommenced, t» 
be pushed night and day. It is deemed a more severe and wearing task 
to work this crop, than that of cotton. It has been a general impressien 
even in this state, where the true state of the case ought to be understood, 
that sugar could not be made to profit, unless the planter had a large fi>re» 
and capital, and could rear expensive houses and machinery. This inn 
presston has hitherto deterred small planters from attempting to calttvate 
the cane. But it has been found by experience, that sugar can be mndn 
to profit with as small a capital, as is required for commencing a ootton 
friantation. 

Loutsiana produces an average crop annually of more than 100,000 
hogsheads of sugar, and five million gallons of molasses. Whatever gen* 
eral views may be taken of the tariff, it cannot but be admitted on aU 
hands, that the grapd result of this cultivation is owing to the protecting 
duty on sugar; and that this individual branch of agriculture has become 
in some measure identified with the prosperity of the union in general 
and the West in particular. 

Such is a sketch of the agriculture of Louisiana. It is the meet pro* 
ductive, according to the number of hands employed, and acres worked, in 
die United States. No country, perhaps, Cuba excepted, with the i 
population, exports of its own growth, trticles of mora ipahie 
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Slaves. As this states contains a greater number of slaves, in propoc^ 
tion to its population, than any other in the western country, we shall 
bring into one compass all the general remarks, which we shall makd 
upon the aspect and character of slavery in the Mississippi valley. It will 
be seen, from the table of population, that considerably more than one 
half of the Whole population of this state are slaves. Formerly they did 
not increase in this state, and required importations from abroad, to keep 
up the number. But, since experience and humanity have dictated more 
rational and humane modes of managing the sick and the children, by car« 
rytng them during the sickly months, to the same places of healthy re- 
Uiement, to which their masters retire, they are found to increase as 
mpidly here, as they do elsewhere. It is well known, that under favorable 
circumstances, they are more prolific than the whites. Reflecting minds 
eannoi but view with apprehension the remote consequences of this ordet 
of things. 

It is not among the objects of this work to discuss the moral character 
of slavery, or to contemplate the subject in any of its abstract bearings. 
We can pronounce, from what we consider a thorough knowledge of the 
subject, that the condition of the slaves here, the treatment, which they 
receive, and the character of their masters have been much misrepresent* 
ed in the non-slave-holding states. We pretend to none, but historical 
knowledge of the state of things, which has existed here in past time* 
At present we are persuaded, there are but few of those brutal and cruel 
masteiB, which the greatest portion of the planters were formerly suppos* 
ed to be. The masters now study popularity with their slaves. If thei# 
must be the odium of severity, it is thrown upon the overseer, who becoimds 
a kind of scape goat to bear away the offences of the master. There is 
now no part of the slave-holding country in the south-west, where it would 
not be a deep stain upon the moral character to be generally reputed ai 
cruel master. In many plantations no punishment is inflicted except 
after a trial by a jury, composed of the fellow servants of the party accuse 
ed. Festival prizes and rewards are instituted, as stimulants to exertion, 
and compensations for superior accomplishments of labor. They are genp 
erally well fed, and clothed, and that not by an arbitrary award, whidi 
might vary with the feelings of the master; but by periodical apportion^ 
ment like the distributed rations of soldiers, of what has been experimented 
to be sufiicient to render them eomfortable. Ck>nsiderable attention ia 
paid to their quarters, and most of them comfortably lodged and housed. 

Nor are they destitute, as has been supposed, of any legal protection, 
coming between them and the cupidity and cruelty of their masters^^** 
The < codenoir' of Louisiana is a curious collection of statutes, drawn 
pvtly from Franck and Spanish law and usage, and partly from tbs ca»> 
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I of the islands, and usages, which have grown out of the pecaKar 

circumstances of Louisiana, while a colony. It has the aspect, it must 

be admitted, of being formed rather for the advantage of the master, 

than the servant, for it prescribes an unlimited homage and obedience to 

the former. It makes a misdemeanor on his part towards his master a 

very different offence, from a wanton abuse of power towards the servant 

But at the same time, it defines crimes, that the master can commit, in 

relation to the slave, and prescribes the mode of trial, and the kind and 

degree of punishment. It constitutes unnecessary correction, maimiog, 

and murder, punishable offences in a master. It is very minute in pre- 

fcribing the number of hours, which the master may lawfully exact to be 

employed in labor, and the number of hours^ which he must allow his 

slave for meal times and for rest. It prescribes the time and extent of 

his holidays. In short it settles with minuteness and detail the whole 

circle of relations between master and slave, defining and prescribing 

what the former may, and may not, exact of the latter. Yet afler all 

these minute provisions, the slave finds the chief alleviation of his hard 

coiidition, and his best security against cruel treatment, and his most 

valid bond for kind and proper deportment towards him, in the increasing 

light, humanity and force of public opinion. 

That the slave is, also, in the general circumstances of his condition, 
as happy as this relation will admit of his being, is an unquestionable 
fiict. That he seldom performs as much labor, or performs it as well, as 
a bee man, proves all in regard to the value of those motives, which free- 
dom only can supply, which can be desired. Ih all the better managed 
plantations, the mode of building the quarters is fixed. The arrange** 
ment of the little village has a fashion, by which it is settled. Interest, 
if not humanity, [has defined the amount of food and rest, necessary for 
their health; and there is in a large and respectable plantation as much 
piacision in the rules, as much exactness in the times of going to .sleep, 
awakening, going to labor, and resting before and after meals, as in a 
garrison under military discipline^ or in a ship of war. A bell gives all 
thesignals. Every slave at the assigned hour in the morning, is forth 
coming to his labor, or his case is reported, either as one of idleness^ 
obstinacy, or sickness, in which case he is sent to the hospital, and there 
he is attended by a physician, who for the most part, has a yearly salary 
for attending to all the sick of the plantation. The union of physical 
force, directed by one will, is now well understood to have a much greater 
cflSact upon the amount of labor, which a number of hands, so managed, 
can bring about, than the same force directed by as many wills as there 
•re hands. Hence it happens, that while one firee man, circumstances 
Mag t|ie sam^ will perform more labor than one slave, one bniid^ 
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rfftfes will accomplish more on one plantation, than so many hired free 
men, acting at their own discretion. Hence, too, it is, that such a prodi- 
gious quantity of cotton and sugar is made here, in proportion to the 
number of laboring hands. All the process of agriculture are managed 
by system. Every thing goes straight forward. There is no pulling down 
to-day the scheme of yesterday, and the whole amount offeree is directed 
by the teachipg of experience to the best result. 

If we could lay out of the question, the intrinsic evils of the case, that 
would be a cheering sight, which is presented by a large Louisiana plan- 
tation. The fields are as level, and as regular in their figures, as gardens. 
They sometimes contain 3 or 400 acres in one enclosure; and we have 
seen from a dozen to twenty ploughs all making their straight furrows 
through a field, a mile in depth, with a regularity, which, it would be 
supposed, could only be. obtained hyaline. Tlie plough is generally 
worked by a single mule, and guided by a singe hand, who cheers the long 
course of his furrow with a song. 

Rivers. East of the Mississippi fall into that river Bayou Sarah, and 
one or two other small streams. Into the efflux, or Bayou Manshac, or 
Ibberville, as it passes from the Mississippi to Lake Maurepas, fall the 
Amite, and some other inconsiderable streams. The Ticfah fall into 
Lake Maurepas. The Tangipao falls into Lake Ponchartrain, as do 
Ghiffuncte and Bonfouca. Pearl river divides between this state and 
Mississippi, and falls into the rigolets, near Pearlington. None of them 
except Pearl River, which has been already described, have courses of 
more than 70 or 80 miles, and they are navigable by schooners to a con- 
siderable distance from the kke. They rise in the state of Mississippi. 
Ghiffuncte affords the best harbor on the lake. 

The effluxes on the west side of the river, in ascending, are, first, the 
Bayou Lafourche; next Plaquemine; and the last Atchafalaya, or as it 
is universally pronounced Chaffalio. Lafourche breaks out from the 
Mississippi at Donaldsonville, 90 miles above New Orleans, and taking a 
south-east course, finds its separate channel to the gulf of Mexico, about 
50 miles west of the Balize. The Plaquemine, still further up, carries 
out at times a great and sweeping body of water from the Mississippi. 
Afler running some distance through a very rich tract of country, it 
unites with the Atchafalaya in one broad stream, which, before it passes 
into the gulf, receives the Teche, a stream which passes through the 
fertile plains of Opelousas and Attakapas. 

The Mississippi pursues a very direct course through this state to the 
sea. It recently cut itself a passage across the point of the bend opposite 
the mouth of Red River, thereby diminishing the distance between 
Natchez and New Orleans 30 miles. The same thing must shortly occur 



Digitized by 



Google 



246 LOUlSIAlfA* 

mt Tunica Bend, both of which will reduce the water distance between 
these towns from 300 to 200 miles. By another <cut oflf in the vicinity 
of the Chickasaw Bluffs, the distance has been shortened between Natches 
and the mouth of tlie Ohio. In this way, nature and human effort com- 
bining, this noble river in no great length of time, will be made to flow 
in a right line, or reach, as the Mississippi phrase is, to the gulf. 

At a very little distance below the moulh of Red River, the Atchafa- 
laya breaks out from the west bank with an outlet, apparently of the 
same width with Red River, and it is supposed, carrying off* from the 
Mississippi as much water, as Red River brings in. It has such a posiUoB 
to the bend of the Mississippi, as that immense masses of drift wood and 
timber, passing down that river, are swept into this outlet. This accnm- 
nlating mass soon meets with obstructions, and is jammed togethen into 
a raft, which rises and falls with the rising and falUng of the Bayou. A 
considerable vegetation of shrubs and flowering plants has been formed on 
the surface of this floating timber; and a man might pass directly over 
this vast mass of waters, without knowing when he was crossing it. The 
raA is eight or ten miles in extent, and is supposed to contain a mass of 
more than two million cords of wood and timber. The medial width of 
the Bayou is little more Uian 200 yards. It has a winding courBe, 
traverses many points of the compass, and receives the water of the Mis* 
sissippi overflow at a diflferent place in its course. Its length, before it 
fblls into the gulf, measuring its meanders, is nearly 200 milesy and its 
comparative course 130. 

The Teche commences in Opelousas, receiving a great number of 
streams, that rise in the prairies. It winds through Opelousas and Atta* 
kapas, and meets the tide at New Iberia, to which point it is navigable^ 
the Teche having 8 feet on its bar, and 20 feet within. It flows about 
45 miles further, before it is lost in the Atchafalaya, which it enters by a 
mouth 200 yards wide. It has a course, computing its meanderings, of 
180 or 190 miles. 

West of the Teche are the Vermillion, Ck>urtableau, Calcasiu, and 
Sabine, streams of considerable importance, beside a very great number 
of smaller streams, which rise, except the Sabine, in the woods on the 
■outh-westem parts of the state, and thence emerge into the prairies, and 
unite either with the streams above named, or fall into the lakes, which 
skirt all this front of the state. Indeed, the whole boundary of Opelousas 
and Attakapas on the gulf, is a chain of lakes, some larger, and some 
smaller, and almost innumerable. The mai^in of the sea shore, for some 
distance back into the country, is a dead level, and below the tides, whk:h 
are created by a strong south wind, in which case the sea throws its wtfwni 
over great extents of these marshy plains. When the riven reaob tbi 
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hkes and the Ticinity of the gulf, they communicate with Ae lakes bj 
many mouths, and by each other with numberless lateral communications; 
so that the connections of the lakes and the streams form an immense tis- 
sue of net work, and the number^) of beatable communications are only 
known to the inhabitants in their vicinity, who have been long, and inti- 
mately acquainted with tlie country. 

We may remark in passing, that the soil on the Atchafalaya is red lik« 
that of Red River. From the width of the Bayou, and its vicinity, we in- 
fer, that it was once the channel of Red River, by which that river 
pursued its own independent course to tho gulf, without mingling its 
waters with those of the Mississippi. 

The soil on the banks of the Teche is red, and shows, also, that it 
once had some connection with Red River. Its alluvions have many 
points of resemblance to those of that river. Like them, these also, are 
of exhaustless fertily. Tliey are settled, in their whole extent, until 
they become so bw as to be subject to inundation. Except the coast 
above New Orleans, it presents the largest and compactest settlement in 
the state. It is remarked of this stream, that it presents manifest indica* 
tions of having once been the channel of a muoh greater volume of 
water, than it carries at present. The channel grows broader and deeper 
beyond the Fusilier, for an hundred miles. At the former place it is 50 
yards wide, and at low water three feet deep. When it enters the Atcha- 
ftlaya, its channel is 100 yards wide, and it has twenty feet water. 
Between tho two points it has received no water to account for this en* 
largement. 

Bayou Boeuf and Cocodri, rising near Red River in the Pine HtllSi 
wind through a very fertile alluvion, and unite in Opelousas, to form the 
Ck>ui^bleau, which waters the richest part of Opelousas. Vermillion} 
Hermentau, and Courtableau all rise near each other, in level table lands 
near the centre of Opelousas. Each of them have valuable lands lying 
on their banks. 

We can do no more, in conformity with our limits, than give some of 
the names of the more conspicuous bayous, that go to form those which 
we have mentioned, and which wind in different directions through the 
vast prairies, between the Atchafalaya and the Sabine« In this distance 
we cross the Derbane., Waushka, Tensa, Fusilier, Carrion, Cocodri Bayou 
Cane, Bayou Mellet, Petit Anse, Bayou Sale, Bayou Nezpique, Plaque* 
mine, Brule, Queue Tortue, Bayou CJiicot, Bayou Grand Louis, Lacasine, 
Carrion Crow, and a great number of streams of less importance, that are 
properly streams of the prairies. 

Below the open prairies, there are a number of Bayous, that belong to 
the Atcha&laya, and the Plaqoemine; sudi as the Gros Tete, Bayoa 
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Maringouin, Bayou Mansir, an efflux from the Mississippi, Graod a^ 
Petit Caiilou, Bayou Peau de Chevruill, Bayou Large, and many otiiers. 

Near a singular hill between Opelousas and Avoyelles rise the Bayous 
Rouge and Petite Prairie. They run through a rich soil, and an im- 
inensely deep and heavy forest. Bayou Rouge is a circular hill, rising 
from a great extent of adjacent level and swampy lands, and which, but 
for its extent might be taken for an Indian mpund. The small and 
wretched remains of the Tunica tribe of Indians reside here. This tribe 
at a distant period, was desolated by a massacre, perpetrated on them by 
the Natchez Indians. Here, intermediate between Red River and the 
gulf, and isolated from savage and social man, intercourse with whom 
has been alike ruinous to them, by inundated swamps and deep and 
pathless forests, they dwell in solitude. 

Before we proceed to describe the two great rivers of Louisiana, Red 
River and the Washita, whose tracts lead us into the interior, we propose 
to name the principal lakes of Louisiana, as the larger of them either 
communicates directly with the gulf, or lie in its vicinity. Lake Maure^ 
pas, Ponchartrain, and Borgne form an extended chain east of the Missis^ 
sippik Lake Maurepas is of a circular form, and is comparatively smalL 
It communicates with lake Ponchartrain by a narrow pass. Lake Pon 
chartrain is 40 miles long and 28 wide* It communicates by two narrow 
passes, called rigolets, with lake Bargne, which is 35 miles long and 12 
wide. These lakes, though navigated by a great number of small vessels^ 
principally schooners, are shallow, except in a channel through their 
centre. Lake Borgne has seldom more than six feet water, except in 
this channel. When the wind rises, these shallow lakes are subject to 
what is called a ground swell, and their navigation is dangerous* 

The lakes west of the Mississippi, along the shores of the gulf, and 
between Red River and Washita, are too numerous for us to enumerate- 
A complete catalogue, embracing them ail, large and small, would 
swell the number to hundreds. The chief of them are Barataria, Attaka- 
pas. Prune, Salt Water, Green, Grand, Mermentau, Calcasiu, and Sabine 
on the gulf, end Long, Catahooh, latt. Saline, Natchitoches, Spanish, 
Black, Bistineau, Bcxlau, Pisquoia, and many smaller ones between 
Washita and Red River, and Red River and the Sabine; and Concordia, 
Homochitto, and Providence lakes belonging to the Mississippi. West 
of that river are also the smaller lakes, Chittimaches, Natchez, Des Islets, 
Levy, Little Lake, Palourd, Quacha, Ronde, St. John, and St. Joseph. 
Some of these lakes are many miles in extent, and others are little larger 
than the collection of water, called ponds at the nordi. 

That some of them are of recent origin is proved by the fact, that in 
the midst of them are vast extents of water, out of which rise thousands 
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of deep cypres trees, still standing erect, where boats pass, and fish are 
taken in the driest seasons. As you approach these lakes, which abound 
in fish, through the deep forests, which skirt them, you are warned of 
your approach to them by observing the trees shrouded in a deeper drapery 
of long moss. They have generally on their shores a skirt of rich soil, 
resembling an alluvion. 

Sabine, This river rises in Texas, in latitude 32^ 30' and flows south- 
wardly, entering this state at its south-west angle, in the parish of Natch- 
itoches. Thence it forms the dividing Une between Louisiana and the 
states of Mexico. It has a course of 400 miles; and in high stages of 
its waters, when the obstructions of small timber rafts are cleared out of 
it, is susceptible of good steam boat navigation, as high as the great 
crossing on the road from Natchitoches to the Spanish country. In low 
stages of water it has but four feet water over the bar at its mouth. — 
Like the other rivers of this state, it broadens into a wide lake before it 
enters the gulf. It enters it through a vast and solitary prairie of un- 
common sterility, uncheered by the distant view of vessels, or any 
traces of social existence. A few wandering savages are sometimes 
seen diminished to moving atoms. The wild deer browses unmolested; 
and the sea fowls scream unterrified by the report of tlie gun. The 
prairie is as illimitable by the eye, as the ocean, on which it borders. — 
Its wide alluvion contains lands only of second rate quality. It waters 
the most hilly parts of the state. Among those hills there are frequent 
streams, some lakes and ponds, and oHentimes small strips of good 
second rate land. This stream derives its chief consequence from its 
position, as the line of separation between the United States and Mexico. 

WashUa. This large river rises in the Masseme mountains, in the 
Territory of Arkansas, in latitude 34°. North Fork, Washita Fork, and 
South Fork unite to form the main river, which, after flowing something 
more than 100 miles, receives from the north. Hot Spring Fork. Eight 
leagues below, it receives the Cado, and the same distance lower down, 
the Little Missouri. The Saline rises at no great distance from the Hot 
Springs, and after a winding course of 150 miles, flows into the Washita 
just above the limits of this state. The Bayou Barthelemy rises ten 
leagues south of the Sabine, and joins the Washita a league above Fort 
Miro. The Chaudron comes in from the south, and the Boeuf and the 
Macon having its head waters in Providence lake, from the north. The 
latter, with some small streams united to it, forms the Tensa. On the 
other side comes in Catalioola, or Little River. Of this river, the 
Dugdemony is a principal branch. Little River, in its course, passes 
through Catahoola lake, and uniting with the Tensa in a deep swampy 
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forest, forms Black River, which, soon afler the junctioa, mixes its waters 
with Red River. 

The soil of the alluvions of Washita, in its lower courses, is black, 
and extremely fertile. Its upper waters run through a mountainous region, 
the description of which naturally falls under the head of Arkansas 
Territory. The lower waters of this river rise in the Pine Hills, and 
have on their banks second rate land, until a short distance from their 
union with the main river, when the soil becomes of the same quality 
with that of the main river. On the alluvions and bayous are alieady a 
great number of fine cotton plantations; and there is an extent of rich, 
unoccupied cotton lands for a much greater number still. The natural 
productions of this river, and its waters in this state, are considered no 
way inferior to those of the best parts of the Mississippi, and are the 
4same, with the exception of the sugar cane, which is not known to have 
been attempted on its waters. 

Red River. This is one of the most considerable tributaries of the 
Mississippi. Its width of channel, in its lower courses, does by no means 
correspond to its length of course, or the immense mass of waters, which 
it rolls to its parent stream. But in high waters, when it has arrived 
within 3 or 400 miles of that river, it is often divided into two or three 
parallel channels, and a line of bayous and lakes connected with it, takes 
up its superabundant waters, and they are a considerable time in filling; 
and prevent the river from displaying its breadth and amount of waters, as it 
does in the high lands 500 miles above, where the whole river flows through 
high lands in one broad stream. It takes its rise in a chain of hills near 
Santa Fe, in New Mexico, called, we know not by what authority, the 
Caous Mountains. In its upper courses it receives Blue River, and 
False Washita. It winds through a region of prairies, on which feed 
droves of buflaloes, cattle, and wild horses. In these regions it receives a 
great many considerable tributaries, the names of which have not yet 
been given. Between the Pawnee and the state of Louisiana it receives 
Kimichie, Vasseux, and Little River, from the north. From the south 
enter the Bois d'Arc, and Little River of the south. The Bodcau, 
Dacheet, Black Lake, and Saline Rivers enter Red River after it enters 
Louisiana. There are fine tracts of land on the Dacheet and Saline. — 
Wells are sunk in a salt plain, near the Saline, from which considerable 
quantities of salt are made. Black Lake River is a considerable stream, 
on the banks of which, among the hills, are found great varieties of 
petrifactions of every sort. Lake Bistineau communicates with Red 
River. Petrifactions abound on its shores, and this remote and romantic 
sheet of water has some of the most delightful scenery on its shores. 
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Through the greater amount of its course, Red River winds tlirough 
immense prairies of a red soil covered with grass and vines, that bear 
delicious grapes. On its banks is the favorite range of the bufialoe, and 
other game, peculiar to the Vast western oceans of prairies. About 
thirty leagues above Natchitoches, commences the Raft, which is nothing 
more than an broad swampy expansion of the alluvion of the river to 
the width of 20 or 30 miles. The river, spreading here into a vast number 
of channels, frequently shallow of course, has been for ages clogging 
with a compact mass of timber, and fallen trees wafted from the upper 
regions. Between these masses the river has a channel, sometimes lost 
in a lake, and found by following the outlet of that lake back to the parent 
channel. There is no stage of the water, in which a keel boat with an 
experienced pilot may not make its way through the raft. We have seen 
a considerable steam boat, which was built above the raft, and floated 
through it in an unfinished state. The river is blocked up by this 
immense mass of timber for a length, on its meanders, of between 60 
and 70 miles. There are places where the water can be seen in motion 
under the logs. In other places, the whole width of the river may be 
crossed on horseback, and boats only make their way, in passing these 
places, by following the inlet of a lake, and coasting it to its outlet, and 
thus finding the channel again. Weeds, flowering shrubs, and small 
willows have taken root upon the surface of this timber, and flourish above 
the waters. But in all these places the courses of the river, its outline, 
and its bends are distinctly marked by a margin of forest trees, which 
grow here on the banks in the same manner, as they do where the channel 
is open. 

It is an impediment of incalculable injury to the navigation of this- 
noble river, and the immense extent of fine country above it. There is^ 
probably, no part of the United States where the unoccupied lands have 
higher claims, from soil, climate, intermixture of prairies and timbered 
lands, position, and every inducement to population, than the country 
between the Raft and Kimichie. This country would be settled with 
greater rapidity, were it not for the obstruction which this raft opposes to 
the navigation of the river. The state has made an efibrt to have it 
removed. Accurate surveys of it have been made, and the General 
Government has made an appropriation for this purpose. The river above 
the Raft becomes broad, deep, and navigable for steam boats in moderate 
stages of the water 1,000 miles towards the mountains. 

Below the Raft, as we have remarked, the river divides itself into many 
channels, and fiUs such a number of bayous and lakes, that lie parallel to 
the river, that the bare enumeration of their names would carry us beyond 
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OUT object. The valley of this very interesting river has a width of three 
or four miles, as higii as the Kimichie, or, as it is commonly called 
Kiamesia, nearly a thousand miles from its mouth, following its meanders. 
It broadens, as it slopes towards the Mississippi, and has, for a long 
distance from its mouth, a valley from six to eighteen miles m width. 
Of all the broad and fertile alluvions of the Mississippi streams, no one 
exceeds this. It compares in many more points with the famous Nile, 
than the Mississippi, to which that river has so often been likened. — 
Cotton is at present the staple article of the growth of its lower course. 
Sugar cane is at this time in an extensive scale of experiment, and will, 
probably, hereafter be raised in abundance; and the broad and f rtile 
plains of this river as far as Natchitoches, will be converted into sugar 
plantations. The alluvions of Rapide, Coteille, Boeuf, Robert, Rigolet 
Bon Dieu, Aux Cannes, and the other waters of the lower parts of the 
river, in fact of all its waters, as far as 32^, seem to be peculiarly fitted 
for this cultivation. This valley spreads from east to west, instead of north 
and south, like the Mississippi. The immense masses of cold water which 
that river brings down from the northern regions, must sensibly aflfect the 
temperature of the air on its banks. In descending from Red River to 
New Orleans, we have observed, that vegetation in the spring was more 
than a week in advance of that on the Mississppi, although farther to the 
south. We believe, that cane will thrive as well on this river in 31^, as 
it does on the Mississippi in 30^. All the chief streams of the river 
have the same soil and character vrith the main river. Indeed the lands 
on Bayou Rapide, Robert, and Boeuf, are supposed to be richer than 
those of the main river. It is considered the best land for cotton in the 
United States. It is of a reddish tinge, mellow, friable, slightly impreg- 
nated with salt, and brings forward in great luxuriance all the vegetation, 
that is proper to its climate. Its indigo and tobacco are considered the 
best in Louisiana. 

It is deemed unnecessary to enumerate the trees, shrubs and vines, 
that are common to the valley of this river and the Washita. We have 
already included them in our general remarks upon the trees of the 
western country. We shall only remark, that the greater part, which 
belong properly to the noithem and middle regions of the countiy, ure 
also found here. We except the chesnut, although the chincapin, a species 
of the chesnut, grows here. It wants the orange and the live oak of the 
more southern parts of the state. The laurel tribe is very abundant, as 
are the oaks and hickories. In the eastern division of Opelousas, forty 
different species of trees have been found grorwing within the space o£ a 
few miles. The live oak seems to indicate,^thata8 we advance west in the 
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stme panJle), the temperature diminishes. In the western parts of Ae 
state it retires to the south, and is no where found so far north ua the 
vicinity of Mobile. 

Islands. East of the Mississippi, and fronting this state, there are a 
number of islands, along the shore of the gulf, the largest of which is 
called Chandeleur. They are all small, covered with pine and sand heaps. 
Some of them are inhabited, and rendered fertile by the industry of their 
owners. Those that lie off the shore of Lake Borgne are considered 
uncommonly healthy; and some of the inhabitants survive to extreme old 
age. West of the Mississippi, the principal islands along the gulf shore 
are Baiataria, the noted resort of Lafitte^s piratical squadron, Thomas^ 
La Croix, and Ascension Islands. The soil of these islands is 
generally of the richest character. They are covered with a dense 
forest of live oaks and other trees, and abound in deer, turkeys, and 
other game. Millions of sea fowls, at the proper seasons, frequent 
the inlets and bays contiguous to them, and oysters and fish are in the 
greatest abundance, and of the most excellent quality. Thomas^ Island 
is acquiring reputation as a resort for health. From the purity of the air 
of the gulf, and the cool breeze of the trade winds, and the opportunities 
of sea bathing, and the refreshing verdure of the island, it would be a 
delightful summer residence, were it not for the annoyance of its myriads 
of musqtiitos. As it is, it is a charming place in which to pass the 
winter. 

These islands have come in demand, since the recent discovery, that 
their soil and climate are peculiarly favorable to the cultivation of the 
sqgar cane. They will soon be covered with that kind of cultivation. 
Although there are extensive marshes between them and the high grounds 
of Attakapas, yet as these marshes are situated north of the islands, and 
as the summer winds blow almost invariably from the south, they have all 
the chances for being salubrious, that they would have, if they were 
wholly removed from marshes. Thomas^ island is connected with the 
main land by a cause way. There is an astonishing peculiarity apper« 
taining to this, and most of the islands along this shore. Rising from the 
sea in the midst of a marsh, skirted by an immense prairie, as level almost 
as the gulf, and elevated but a few feet above its surface, the islands rise 
like bluff hills, and have an elevation rated differently from twenty to one 
hundred feet above the sea, and above the prairies in the vicinity. The 
singularity of the appearance, which they present from this circumstance, 
can only be readily conceived by one, who has seen the country. To 
find the cause of this elevation, and to account for it on geological prin- 
ciples, has furnished new employment for geologists. 
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Beside the tea islands^ there are many lake and marsh ishmda on thi# 
flhoie, some of them of considerable extent Sicily Island, between Ca- 
tahoola and Natchez is not only a body of fine soil, but from its position 
and appearance, presents an aspect of great interest. In the midst of a 
vast swamp, and insulated by marshes and bayous, and in the season of 
high wateis by the overflow of the Mississippi, a large body of the riehest 
alluvial land, entirely above the highest floods, rises like a glacis to* 
bluffii of pine woods, and we see their ever verdant tops waving above the 
vast surrounding morass. On thb island are some of the best planta- 
tions in the parish of Catahoola. 

Bayt, We have seen that the shores of the gulf are generally low. 
They are especially so along the front of this state. Vast extents of marsh 
and trembling prairie interpose between the sea and the cultivable lands. 
The lakes, inlets and sounds are connected by an inextricable tissue of 
communications and passes accessible by vessels and baycraft, are 
impossible to be known except by pilots, perfectly acquainted with the 
waters. Hence the security afibrded to small piratical vessels, command- 
ed by men, who could guide them by sinuous and narrow channeb, where 
none, but the most experienced pilots could follow them. The shore is 
indented by numberless small bays, very few of them afibrding suffidenl 
virater to shelter vessels. Berwick^s Bay is the only one, that has any- 
considerable extent. 

Prairies. A very great proportion of the surface of this state is covered 
with prairies. Almost all these prunes are connected, and form, Hke 
the waters of the Mississippi, a family, through which the connection of 
of all the branches may be traced. The prairies, that are included un- 
der the general name of Attakapas, are the first, that occur west of the 
Mississippi. The parish of Attakapas is situated in these prairies. The 
name implies ' man eater y^ in the language of the savages, who formerly 
inhabited it, and who are reported to have been cannibals. It is an im- 
mense plain of grass, spreading from the Atchafalaya on the north to the 
gulf on the south. Being open to the gulf, it is generally fanned by the 
refiperiiing breezes of that sea. Its aspect of extreme fertility, its bound- 
less plain of grass, its cheering views, its dim verdant outline, mingling 
with the blue of the sky, white houses seen in the distance, innu- 
merable cattle and horses grazing on the plain, or reposing here and 
there under the shade of its wooded points have an indescribable pleasant- 
ness to the traveller, who has been toiling on his way through the 
tangle, the swamps, and along stagnant lakes, and the dark and deep 
forest of the Mississippi bottom. All at once he leaves the stifling air, 
the musquitoes, the rank cane, the annoying nettles, and the dark brown 
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shade, and emerges in this noble and cheerful plain, and feels the cool 
and salubrious breeze of the gulf. At first he finds it almost painful to 
dilate that vision, which has so long been confined in the forest, to the 
contemplation of the boundless prospect, before him. He sees, spread 
out under his eye, an immense tract of beautiful country, containing in 
1820, more than 12,000 people, all subsisting by agricultum. 

Advancing west, he passes from this to Opelousas prairie, still larger 
than the other, and computed to contain nearly 8,000 square miles. It 
is divided by bayous, wooded grounds, points and bends, and other natural 
boundaries, into a number of prairies, which have separate names and 
tnarks of distinction. Taken in its whole extent, it is bounded by the 
Attakapas prairie on the «ast, pine woods and hills on the north, the 
Sabine on the west, and the gulf on the south. The soil, though in many 
places very fertile, is in general less so, than the former. It atones fi)r 
that deficiency by being more salubrious, being generally deemed the 
healthiest region in the state. There are here very considerable cotton 
plantations, and some of indigo; and the parish, which bears its name, 
is one of the most populous in the state. The people of the fi^rmer are 
devoted to the growth of the sugar cane. This is the centre of the land 
of shepherds. The greater number of the people are chiefly devoted to 
that employment, and they number their cattle by thousands. 

Bellevue prairie is partly in Opelousas, partly in Attakapas. It 
affords, as its name imports, a delightful prospect. It is watered on its 
western limits by Bayou Queue Tortue, Plaquemine Brule, Bayou 
Melet, Prairie Grand Chevruil, Laurent, Alabama, Wikoffs', Le Melles\ 
Avoyelles', Merom, or Marom Grand prairie. Calcasiu and Sabine 
prairies are names, that designate the different forms, shapes and 
openings of this continuous line of prairies, as it stretches along the 
settlements fVom the Plaquemine to the Sabine. 

Someof them, as Opelousas, are of immense extent. That of the 
Sabine is boundless to the vision. Calcasiu is seventy miles long by 
twenty wide. They are generally so level, as to strike the eye as a perfect 
plain. They have, however, slight swells and declinations, sufficient to 
carry the water from them. Though afler long rains they are extremely 
wet, and immense tracts are covered with water. They have a gentle 
and imperceptible slope towards the gulf, and generally terminate, before 
they reach the shore, in wet marshes, into which, when the south wind 
blows, the sea is driven. These marshes are covered with a luxuriant 
growth of tall, reedy grass, called cane grass. In various parts of these 
prairies, there are islands of timbered lands. They generally have an ap- 
pearance of such regularity and beauty, that a stranger is with difficulty 
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convinced, that they are not clumps of trees, planted out in circular, sqaare, 
or triangular forms for the beauty of their appearance. It would be 
impossible to convey to one, who has not felt it, an idea of the efiect 
produced by one of these circular clumps of trees, seeming a kind of 
tower of verdure, rising from an ocean of grass. Wherever a bayou, or a 
stream crosses the prairie, it is marked with a fringe of timber, which 
strikes the eye of an observer, like the lines of trees in landscape 
painting. 

At the points of these prairies, and wherever the streams and bayous 
cross them, the soil is rich. But they become of a thinner and more 
sterile soil, as we advance towards the Sabine. Attakapas is the first and 
most fertile, and that of the Sabine the last and the most sterile. On the 
skirts even of the poorer prairies, near water courses and abundant winter 
range, there is a sparse population quite to the Sabine. The situations 
are generally selected with a view to their being favorable for the raising 
of cattle. There are a few cotton plantations beyond Opelousas prairie. 
But most of the people subsist by raising cattle and horses. Some 
years since, three men of this region numbered above 15,000 head of 
homed cattle, and 2,000 horses and mules. Some of the situations on 
these lonely, but delightful prairies, have been selected with such refer- 
ence to beauty and prospect, that we question if any in Arcadia surpass- 
ed them. They raise sheep, the mutton of which is excellent; but the 
wool coarse. Many of the horses are of the Andalusian and Numidian 
breed; and the cattle sleek, slender, elegantly formed, and spirited in 
their movements. They are driven to New Orleans for a market. Many 
of the inhabitants are French, clad in leather, abounding with milk and. 
honey, oflen opulent, but clinging to the simplicity of pastoral life from 
habit and inclination. The traveller looks round upon thousands of 
cattle, and a rustic abundance of every thing, appertaining to a shepherd^s 
life; and is welcomed with a genuine hospitality, accompanied with 
French urbanity. 

It has been observed, that in advancing towards these sequestered re- 
gions the traveller from New Orleans observes a decrease of luxury and 
refinement, corresponding to his advance on his journey, evidencing a 
similitude of inverted history. He travels through all the difierent 
stages of refinement, from the luxury of that showy and expensive city, 
to- the mansions of the opulent and rural planters of Attakapas, the petUs 
paysfms beyond, and the Arcadian habitations of the French planters 
near the Sabine. 

Avoyelles prairie has a very narrow front on Red river, is rich and 
alluvial m point of soil, and of moderate extent, being seldom more than 
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three or four miles wide. It runs back from Red river a considerable 
distance, and constitutes the parish, the name of which it bears. It is in-* 
habited by cotton planters and people who subsist by raising cattle* 
They are principally French. 

Catahoola prairie, on Catahoola or Little river and the Washita has in 
many respects a resemblance to that of Avoyelles. This prairie, togeth- 
er with Sicily island, constitutes the chief part of the parish of Catahoola. 
There are also, very extensive prairies between Washita and Red river. 
They spread in a line, which meanders, hke the course of the rivers, 
through the wooded country, until they connect themselves with the im* 
mense grassy plains on the upper courses of these rivers. They are 
generally second or third rate land, fbr the most part uninhabited, and 
many of them as yet without a name. 

Three new parishes have been recently created by the legislature. The 
parish of Plaquemine is situated north of lake Borgne, west of New Or- 
leans, and is bounded on the southeast by the gulf of Mexico. The 
greater part of its surface is swampy. It produces all the articles of cul- 
ture in Louisiana; but sugar is the staple. 

The parish of Orleans includes the ciiy. Chef Menteur, Rigolets, Bayou 
Bienvenu, Bayou Gentilly and Bayou St. Johns, are all in this parish, 
and are fanK)us in the history of the late war. Lake Ponchartrain, lake 
Borgne,Barartaria bay in the Gulf of Mexico, Caminda bay, lake Des islets, 
lake Rond, Little lake and Quacha lake are in the limits of this parish. 
Sugar, and after that, cotton are the staples. Along the coast there are 
groves of orange trees, and the &g is extensively raised. In this parish are 
the greater part of the defences, that are intended to fortify the city of New 
Orleans against the attack of a foreign foe. The chief fortifications are 
on those points, by which the British approached the city during the late 
war. Extensive fortifications of brick have been erected at Petits Coquil- 
les. Chief Menteur and Bayou Bienvenu, the two former guarding the 
passes of the Rigolets, between lake Borgne and lake Ponchartrain, 
and the latter the approach from lake Borgne towards New Orleans. A 
great work, to mount 120 cannon is erected at Plaquemine on the 
Mississippi. Tliese works, fall not far short of the expense of two 
miUion dollars. Fort St. Johns, at the entrance of the Bayou St. Johns 
into lake Ponchartrain, is well situated for the defence of the pass. It 
is an ancient establishment of tlie former regime. The guns are of vast 
calibre; but they appear to be scnlcid, and the walls have a ruinous aspect. 
These points of defence have hfien selected with great judgment, and 
have been fortified with so much carQ, that it is supposed no enemy could 
ever again aj^roach tlie city by -the same passes, through which it was 
approached by the British, in the past war. New Orieans, the key of 
the Mississippi valley, and tlie depot of its agriculture and commerce, is 
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already a city of immense importaDce, and is every year becoming mom 
so. This city has strong natural defences, in its position and its climate. 
It is now strongly defended by artificial fortifications. But, after all, the 
best defence of this, and of all other cities, is the vigilant and patriotic 
energy of the masses of free men, who can now by steam boats be brought 
down to its defence in a few days from the remotest points of the west* 
It is not to be forgotten, that by the same conveyance, an enemy might 
also be brought against it. 

Of the other parishes we may remark in general, that as far up the Mis* 
sissippi, as the parish of Baton Rouge on the east side, and Point Coupee 
on the west, the cultivation of sugar cane is the chief pursuit The 
same may be said of Plaquemine, Lafourche and Attakapas. The staple 
«ulicle of the western parishes beyond is cotton. — ^The parities north c^ 
lake Ponchartrain, which formerly made a part of Florida, with the ex- 
ception of some few tracts, and the alluvions of Pearl river and Bogtie 
Chitto, have a sterile soil. They raise large flocks of cattle, and send 
great quantities of lumber to New Orleans, together with pitch, tar, tui^ 
pontine, and charcoal. They bum great quantities of lime from the beds of 
shells, which cover whole tracts near the lakes; and they send sand from 
the beaches of the lakes, for covering the pavements of New Orleans. 
They have, also, for some years past, manufactured bricks to a great 
amount, and transported them across the lake. They have a great number 
of schooners, that ply on the lakes in this and other employments. The 
people, engaged in this extensive business, find the heavy tolls demanded 
on the canal a great impediment in the way of the profit of this trade. 
The country, generally, is covered with open pine woods, and has small 
tracts of second rate knd interspersed among them. It is valuable, 
from its inexhaustible supplies of timber, and wood for the New Or- 
leans market. 

Chief Towns. New Orleans, the commercial capital of the state, 
and the emporium of western commerce, is situated on the east shore of 
the Mississippi in a bend so deep and sinuous, that the sun rises to the 
inhabitants of the city from the opposite shore, in north latitude 29^ 57'; 
and in 90° S' west longitude from Greenwich; and in 13° 9' from Wash- 
ington, 105 miles by the meanders of the river from the Balize, and 90 
miles in a direct line; not far from 1,000 miles below the mouth of the 
Ohio; and a little more than 1,200 below the mouth of the Missouri. 
It is nearly intermediate between Boston and Mexico, although the pas- 
sage from New Orleans to Vera Cruz is much shorter by sea, than to 
Boston. It consists of the old city, propeily so called, which is bnilt in 
the form of a parallelogram, of which the longer sides are 1,320 yards in 
length, and the shorter, or the depth of the city towards the swamp) 700 
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yard?. Above the city are the suburbs St. Mary^ and Anuunciation* 
Below the city are the suburbs Marigny, Daunois, and Declouif. These 
are caUed Fauxbourgs. Between the city and the Bayou St. John are 
the villages St. Claude and St. Johnsburg. Whoever will look at its 
position on the map, will see at once its unrivalled advantages of position, 
for a commercial capital. Accessible quickly, and at all times by large 
ships fVom the sea, its long distance above it, and the sinuosities of the 
river give it uncommon capabilities of defence from foreign annoyance. 
It has probably twice as much extent of boat navigation above it, as any 
other city on the globe. Taking the length of all the tributaries of the 
Mississippi, that are navigable, and actually navigated by steam boats, it 
is not extravagant to say, that the sum would exceed 20,000 miles; and 
these waters penetrate the most fertile soils, and pass through the pleas- 
antest climates. Its advantages of communication with the country,, 
inomediately adjacent to it, have been overlooked, in comparison with 
those of its relation to the upper country. But even in these respects it is 
unrivalled. By the basin of the canal, and the Bayou St. John it commu- 
nicates with lake Ponchartrain, and the connected lakes; with the oppo- 
site Florida shore, with Mobile, Pensacola, and the whole gulf shore, oast 
and west. Not a few vessels, clear from the basin for the Atlantic and 
Mexican ports. The basin is scarcely distant a quarter of a mile from, 
the ship landing on the Mississippi. A person on the basin wharf can 
see the masts of the vesseb, lying on the shore of the levee, and yet a vessel 
sailing from the Basin, would have to sail through the lakes along the 
gulf shore, and up the Mississippi, some hundreds of miles, to arrive at so 
fittle distance from her former position. Even the commerce and ship- 
ping of the basin would be sufficient for the support of a considerable city. 
Th^re is an incorporation, to connect the lake with the Mississippi by 
a canal, directly from the one to the other. A most necessary and impor- 
tant canal is, also contemplated, for connecting Attakapas with the city. 
Nature has almost completed the line of conmiunication. At present 
the Bayous Plaquemine and Lafourche fiimish that communication. 
Although steam boats run between Opelousas and Attakapas by these 
routes and the Teche, yet the mouths of these Bayous are liable to be 
choaked with timber, and the navigation is generally attended with some 
difficulty, and is moreover circuitoiis. There are so many communica- 
tions by water between New Orleans and the lower parts of Louisiana, 
accessible by the smaller boats, that all of them are only known to people, 
who have been in habits for a long time, of exploring them, for the sake 
of finding new and shorter routes to their destination. 

Viewed firom the harbor on a sunny day, no city offers a more striking 
pctnoramic view. It envelopes the beholder something in the form of a 
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crescent. An area of many iacres covered with all the grotesque variety 
of flat boats, keel boats, and water crafts of every description, that havo 
floated from all points of the valley above, lines the upper part of the 
shore. Steam boats rounding to, or sweeping away cast their long hori-. 
zontal streams of smoke behind them. Sloops, schooners, brigs, and 
ships occupy the wharves, arranged below each other, in the order of their 
size, showing a forest of masts. The foreign aspect of the stuccoed 
houses in the city proper, the massive buildings of the Fauxbourg St. 
Mary, the bustle and movement on every side, all seen at one view in the 
bright coloring of the brilliant sun and sky of the climate, present a 
- splen^d spectacle. 

The wooden buildings, of which the city was formerly in a great metr 
sure composed, have given place to buildings of brick. The city, propr 
erly so called, and the Fauxbourg St. Mary are compactly, and substaur 
tially built In the city, tlie French and Spanish styles of building prei- 
dominate.^ The houses are stuccoed externally, and this stucco, of a 
white or yellow color, strikes the eye more pleasantly, than the dull and 
sombre red of brick. There can be no question, but the American 
mode of building is more commodious, solid, and durable; but the latter 
mode has the preference, in its general effect upon the eye. To an 
American viewing them for the first tinie, there is something fantastic 
and unique in the appearance of the city streets, which wears a resemr 
blance to European French and Spanish towns, rather than American. 
The Fauxbourg St. Mary, and many other parts of the city are built after 
the American fashion, and have nothing in their appearance, different 
from an Atlantic town. 

The city contains six complete squares; each square having a front of 
319 feet in length. Each square is divided into 12 lots. Few of the 
streets, except Canal street, are ftiore than 40 feet wide. The names of 
the principal streets are Levee, Chartres, Royal, Burgundy, Dauj^ne^ 
Toulouse, &-C. The public buildings are the Town House, at the north- 
west comer of Chartres and St. Peter's streets; the Hospital, standing 
in the suburb St. Mary, opposite the square, between Dauphine and Bur- 
gundy streets; the Cathedral church of St. Louis, in front of Orleanp 
street, upon Chartres street; the Convent of Ursulme nuns, upon Ursuline 
street, between Levee and Chartres streets; the Barracks, upon Garrison 
and Levee streets; the Custom House, in front of the square, between 
Canal and Levee streets; the Market House, upon the Levee, in front 
of the square, between St. Anne and Du Maine streets; Orleans Bank, 
upon Conti, between Chartres and Royal streets; Louisiana Bank, upon 
Royal, between Conti and St. Louis streets; Planter's Bank, south-west 
corner of Conti and Royal streets j Government House, north-wesi 
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comer of Levee and Toulouse streets; District Court of the Uftited 
States, between Du Maine and Phillippe streets; and the Water Works 
on Levee street, in front of the square, between Ursuline and St. Philip 
streets. A very large and splendid building is fitted up for the State 
Bank. The French Theatre is in the city and the American in the 
Fauxbourg'St. Mary. The Presbyterian church is also in this Fauxbourg. 

The Cathedral stands at the head of a spacious square, 400 feet jfrom 
the river. The building is of brick, extending 90 feet on the street, and 
120 back of it. The roof is covered, as are most of the French and 
Spanish houses, with hollow tile, and is supported by ten plastered brick 
columns. It has four towers, of which one contains two bells. It has 
an organ, and is finished within with great massiveness and simplicity. 
It is an imposing fabric, and the interior seems calculated to excite 
religious feeling. Under its stone pavements are deposited the illustrious 
dead. In niches and recesses are the figures of the saints, in their ap- 
propriate dress, and with those pale and unearthly countenances, which 
are so much in keeping with the common ideas entertained of them.^- 
The walls are so thick, that though in the very centre of business, you 
hear only a confused whisper within, and are almost as stilrls in the 
centre of a forest. You go but a few paces from the crowds that are 
pressing along Levee street, and from the rattle of carriages that are 
stationed near this place, and you find yourself in a kind of vaulted 
apartment, and in perfect stillness. The tapers are burning, and gpme 
few are always kneeling within in silent prayer. Images of death, of the 
invisible world, and of eternity, surround you. The dead sleep under 
your feet You are in the midst of life, and yet there reigns here a per- 
petual tranquility. A new Catholic church has been recently erected. 

The Presbyterian church is of brick, and is a very large and handsome 
building. The Episcopal church is small, but light and neat in its struc- 
ture. The Mariner's church is a respectable building, not yet completed. 
The prison and the French theatre are very large, and externally disagree- 
able buildings, though the coup cTail of the view, in the interior of the 
French theatre is very brilliant. The American theatre, in the Fauxbourg 
St. Mary, is a neat and commodious building. The Charity Hospital, 
though not a very beautiful building, has a moral beauty of the highest 
order. It is, probably, one of the most efficient and useful charities in 
the country. New Orleans is exposed to greater varieties of human 
misery, vice, disease, and want, than any other American town. Here 
misery and disease find a home, clean apartments, faithful nursing, and 
excellent medical attendance. Under this roof more miserable objects 
have been sheltered, more have been dismissed cured, and more have been 
i^arried to their long home, than from any other hospital among us. 
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The College is a respectable building, and has had ample endowments;: 
but has done little as yet for the literature of the country. There is a 
coDv^it of Ursuline nuns, who receive day scholars and boarders for the* 
▼arious branches of rudimental education. The Female Orphan Asylum 
is a most interesting chanty, dating its efficient operations from the- 
benevolent donations of the late Mr. Poydras. It has commonly 70 or 
80 destitute female children, under sober and discreet instructresses, alji 
plainly and neatly clad, and constantly occupied, either in acquiring the 
rudiments of education, or of needle work. They are dressed in plain, 
uniforms, and worship part of the Sabbath day in the Catholic, and part 
' in the Protestant church. An institution of a similar character for 
boys, and endowed also by the benevolent Poydras, is now in operation. 
There are a number of other charitable institutions in this city of 
respectable character; and when the epidemic, yellow fever, visits it, tbe^ 
manner in which the inhabitants bestow chanty, nursing, shelt^, and 
medical aid to the sick is worthy of all praise. A Library, for the use oT 
the poorer reading young men of ^the city, has been instituted^ and in the 
extent of her efficient and useful charities, New Orleans is not far behind 
her AtlRtic sisters. There are fewer churches in the city,, than in an]r 
other town of the same size in the United States. There are but three 
Catholic places of worship, one Presbyterian, one Episcopalian, a Mariners^ 
church, a Baptist and a Methodist place ofworship. Very little^observance 
of the Sabbath, as northern people estimate it, is seen in this city. It ist 
well known, that the forms of the Catholic worship do not forbid amuse- 
ments on the Sabbath. 

No city in the United States contains such a variety of inhabitants fraob 
every state in the Union, and from every nation in Europe; and there are 
not a few from the Spanish country, and the islands. There is an aston- 
ishing contrast of manners, language and complexion. One half the 
population is black or colored. The French population probably as yet 
predominates over the American. Among the Americans, the inhabitants 
of the city of New York seem to have the greater number, and there is 
more intercourse between New Orleans and New York, than any other 
American city. The intercourse with Havana and Vera Cruz is great^ 
and constantly increasing. 

The French display in this city, as elsewhere, their characteristic 
urbanity andpoliteness, and are the same gay, amiable, dancing, spectacle- 
loving people, that they are found to be in every other place. There is, 
no doubt, much gambling and dissipation practised, and different licensed 
gambling houses pay a large tax for their licenses. Much has been said 
abroad touching the profligacy of manners and morals here. Amidst 
such a multitude, composed in a great measure of the low people of all 
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nations, there jnust be much debauchery and low vice. But all the dis- 
trusting forms of vice, debauchery and drunkenness are assorted together 
in their own place. Each man has an elective attraction to men of his 
t>wn standing and order. 

Much has been said abroad, in regard to the unhealthiness of th» city, 
^md the danger of a residence here for an unacclimated person, has been 
^eioiggerated. This circumstance, more than all others, has retarded the 
increase of this city. Unhappily, when the dog star is in the sky, there 
is but too much probability, that the epidemic will sweep the place with 
the besom of destruction. Hundreds of the unacclimated poor from the 
siorth, and more than aD from Ireland, faU victims to it. 

The supply Df the excellent water of the Mississippi, by the water works 
now in operation, is very inadequate. It is contemplated to extend the 
means of supply. No city in the Union can be furnished more cheai^y 
and easily. Were the supply equal to washing the streets in every direc- 
tion, it would tend more to the preservation of the public health, ia «ll 
))robabillty, than any other conservative means that could be eo^ployed; 
and it is matter of surprise, that such a simple and obvious measure has 
not already been adopted. It is believed, that every street, which has the 
least inclination of descent, might be kept clean by the healthy water of 
the Mississippi at a less expense, than is requisite for watering CincinnatL 
Very gr^t improveotients have been recently made, and are constantly 
making, in paving the city, in removing the wooden sewers, and replacing 
them by those of stone. The low places, where the water used to stagnate, 
acre drained, or filled up. Tracts of swamp about the town are draining, 
^r filling up; and this work, constantly pursued, will, probably, contribute 
more to the salubrity of the city, than all the other efforts to this end 
united. 

The commerce of this city is immense, and constantly increasing. — 
There have be^i counted in the harbor, 1,500 flat boats at a time. Steam 
IxNits are coming and departing every hour; and it is not uncommon to 
«ee 50 lying in the harbor at a time. A forest of masts is constantly seen 
along the levee, except in the sultry months. There are often 5 or 6,000 
boatmen from the upper country here; and it is not unconunon to 
«ee 40 vessels advertised for Liverpool and Havre. No place in the 
United States has so much activity and bustle of commerce, crowded into 
so small a space in the months of February and March. During the 
season of bringing in the cotton crop, whole streets are barricaded with 
cotton bales. The amount of domestic exports from this city exceeds 
twelve millions of dollars a year, being greater than that of any other 
city of the Union, except New York, and nearly equalling that. The 
greatest items that make this amount, are sugar and cotton. 
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It IS believed, that it will not be long, before the great and opnletit ciif 
of New Orleans will comroenqe, on a scale commensurate with her re^ 
Bources and enterprise, a system of reclaiming the immense swamps, in 
the midst of which she is placed, by navigable eanals. 

Notwithstanding the disadvantage of being reported unhealthy, few 
towns in the United States increase with greater rapidity. Within the 
last three years, a thousand houses have been added to its buildings, prin- 
t^ipally fronting along the river in the Fauxbourg St. Mary, most of them 
massive and commodious. The recently finished rail road from Rampart 
street to Lake Ponchartrain is not only in itself a noble and useful work^ 
but has essentiaUy tended to reclaim from the swamp a considerable 
tract in the rear of the city. A Bank has recently been created, with a 
x»pitai of 4,000,000 dollars, which, as the condition of the charter, is to 
make a canal firom a point on the river above the city to the lake. There 
are five Banks in the city, with a capital of more than ten miUicms of 
dollars; and it is advancing in all points of opulence, ornament, utility^ 
and cotnfbrt in a progress of honorable competition with the other principal 
American cities. 

The Rail Road is four and a half miles long, perfectly straight, and its 
ascent and descent only 16 inches. The avenue on which the roadruns, 
is 150 feet wide. The eye at either extremity traverses its whole length. 
Standing on the shore of the Mississippi, the vessels sailing dirough the 
Jake are seen at the end of the avenue of trees, through which the road 
is cut. An artificial harbor and breakwater are constructing on the lake 
4it the extremity of the road. 

The facilities of getting a passage from this city either to Europe, 
Mexico, the Atlantic cities, or the interior, are very great. You 
need seldom remain many days without an opportunity to embark in any 
direction. Steam boats are constantly advertising for Louisville, and all 
the different points on the waters of the Mississippi and Ohio; and a 
passage in the beautiful steam boats, that now ply on these waters, is both 
rapid, cheap, and delightful. 

The market ordinarily is cheap and abundant ; and by seizing the oppor- 
tunities, the articles of life may be bad as cheap as in any other town 
in the tJnited States. Com, potatoes, pork, and flour are sometimes 
so low, as scarcely to pay the cost of transport from the upper country. 
The productions of all climes find their way hitlier; and for fruits and 
vegetables, few places can exceed it. On a pleasant March morning, 
perhaps half the city is seen in the market. The crowd covers half a mile in 
extent. The negroes, mulatloes, French, Spanish, and Germans are all 
crying their several articles in their several tongues. In the midst of a 
confusion of languages, like that of Babel, ^unpicaUon, tm ^caUon^ 
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w th6 moet distin^shable tune. The census of 1830 gives this city 
48,456 inhabitants; but there are times in the year, when it contains 
perhaps 60,000. 

This city necessarily exercises a very great moral influence over all the 
western country. There is no distinguished merchant, planter, or 
farmer, in the Mississippi valley, but what has made at least one trip to 
this place. Here they witness acting at the French and American theatres; 
Here they go to inspect, if not to tidce part in the pursuits of the 'roulette, 
and temple of fortune.^ Here they come fiom the remote and isolated 
points of tlie west to see the ^cihf Uons^^ and learn the ways of men in 
great towns; and they necessarily carry back an impression, from what 
they have seen and heard. It ij**^ inconceivable importance to the 
western country, that New OrR J!«huuld be enlightened, moral, and 
iBligious. It has a numerous and: >espectable corps of professional men, 
and issues a considerable number of well edited papers. 

The police of the city is at once mild and energetic. Notwithstanding 
the multifiurious character of the people, collected from every country 
and climate, notwithstanding the multitude of boatmen and sailors, not-* 
withstanding the mass of people, that rushes along its streets, is of the 
most incongruous materials, there are fewer broils and quarreb here, than 
in almost any other city. The municipal and criminal courts are 
prompt in administering justice; and larcenies and broib are effectually 
punished without any just grounds of complaint about the 'law^s delay.* 
On the whole the morals of those people, who profess to have any degrei^ 
of self-respect, are not behind those of Ihe other cities of the Union. 

New Orleans is 1203 miles from Washington, 832 from St. Louif, 
1634 from Bost(m,and 1428 from New York. 

Donaldsonville, on the west side of the Mississippi, at the efHux of 
Lafourche, 90 miles above New Orleans, has a number of houses, and has 
been selected by the Legislature, as the place for the future political capr 
ital of the state. Baton Rouge is on the east side of the Mississippi, 
140 miles above New prleans. It is pleasantly situated on the last bluff 
that is seen on descending the river. The site is 30 or 40 feet above tho 
highest overflow of the river. This bluff rises from the river by a gentle 
and gradual swell. The United States barracks here are built in a fine 
style, and are supposed to be among the handsomest and most commodious 
of that kind of works. From the esplanade the prospect is delightful, 
including a great extent of the coast, with its handsomest houses and 
rich cultivation below, and commanding an extensive view over the back 
country at the east. The viUage is tolerably compact, and has a number 
of neat houses. The town itself, especially in the months when the 
greatest verdure prevails, when seexi from a steam boat in the river, rising 
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with such a fine swell from the bnnks, and with its sin^ilariy shaped 
French and Spnish howsf^,*and its groen squares, looks like a finely 
painted Imdscape. Its population is rpted at 1,200. 

St. Fr'ncisville is a considerible villngp, situated on the eastern shore 
of the river, and on a bluff a mile from its banks; is 160 miles above New 
Orletins. It is a thriving village of nearly the sr^me size with Biton 
Rouge. A weekly p per is printed her*, and B lyou Sarah, by which the 
town communicates with the Mississippi, is a nofed stopping pbce for 
descending boats, and grent quantities of cotton are shipped from it. — 
At a considerable distance west of this town is J 'ckson, in a healthy 
position in the Pine Woods, which is the seat of an incipient colJege. 

On the opposite shore is Pointy iWhltVy a wealthy French settlempnt. 
Here the levee commences, and ^ as« theace to New Orle ms. Here 
lived and died Mr. Poydraa, celebraWi for his wealth and benevolence. 
He endowed, as we have remnrked, asylums in New Orleans, and left 
many other charitable donations; and among others, the proceeds of a 
very considerable property to be distributed in marriage portions to a 
number of poor girls in the parish of Point Coupee, and in the adjoining 
parishes. 

Cralveztown is situated on Bayou Manshac, or IbberviHe, not far from 
where it enters l-:ke Ponchartrain. At the mouth of the Tangipao is the 
villrige of Springfield. M idisonville is a sm til village on the Chiffiincte, 
two miles from the north shore of hike PonchartraiD. It is a place of 
considerable summer resort from New Orleans, during the sickly months. 
There are a number of handsome houses of accommodation for such per- 
Bons. A navy yard was attempted by the government on this river, a few 
miles above this village. Covington is a considerable village, seven miles 
above, on the Bogue Falaya, a branch of the Chiffuncte. It is the seat 
of justice for the parish of St. Tammany, and is the head of schooner 
navigation on the river. Considerable cotton is shipped from this place. 
General Jnckson^s Road, re ching fi^om lake Ponchartrain to Nashville, 
passes through this place. Like Madisonville, ii is a place of resort for 
the citizens of New Orleans during the sickly season. Opelousas, the 
seat of justice for tlie parish of that name, is a rising village in the midst 
of a respectable and compact settlement, 270 miles northwest from New 
Orleans. A weekly gazette is issued from this place. St. M rtinsville, 
on the west side of the Teche, is surrounded by a settlement of opulent 
planters. New Iberia is also on the west side of the Teche, and being at 
the head of schooner navigation, in a rich and flotirishing country, must 
eventually become a pi ice of importance. 

Alex ndri i, on Red River, 70 miles from the Mississippi, and 150 
from the mouth of the river by its meanders, is situated on the south bank 
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of the rirer, a b^lf a mile below the f 11, at the month of Bnyou Ripide* 
It is central to the rich cotton planting country of Bayr.us R:'pid6) 
Robert, and Beouf. It is the seat of justice for the parish, has a B nk, 
issues ^ weekly paper, his a number of stores, and respect: ble attomies 
and physicians The site of the town is a beautiful plain, and tbe village 
is embosomed in China nnd other ornamental trees. Vast quantities o[ 
cotton are exported from this place. 

Natchitoches is 80 miles above Alexandria, by the meanders of the 
river, and something more thnn 60 by 1 nd. The rker is here divided 
into two parallel bnnches, and the the town is on the south bank of the 
southern branch. It is the last town of any size, towards the south* 
western frontier of the United St Ues, and is nearly 50 miles enst of the 
Sabine, to which there is a good road from this place. The Spanish 
trade, for a considerable distance into the mterior of the Mexican States, 
centres here; and it is the great thorough-fare for people going to, and 
returning from those states. The trade from them is chiefly in bars of 
silver, and horses and mules. We send them in return, manufactured 
goods, groceries, spirits and tobacco. It is a very old town, having been 
estnblished an hundred years ago. There are many French and Spanish 
houses, and a considerable number of Spaniards still inhabit it.— <» 
It is a village considerably larger than Alexandria. The population is 
American, French, and Spanish; and has a sprinkling of Indian with it; 
and there is a singular mixture of all these races visible in the conmioa 
people. There are many respectable families here; and the opulent 
planters have houses in the town, for the sake of society. The people 
are excessively fond of balls and dancing. It has a pleasant society, 
and a weekly newspaper, in French and English. The relations of this 
place with the immense country on the river above, and with the interioi; 
of the Spanish country, must necessarily beexended. It is at present a 
growing place, and will one d ly become the largest town in this country, 
except New Orleans. It is be tutifuUy situated on the shore of thoTiver, 
and extends back to the pine bluffs, on which there are already some 
handsome houses. It is at the head of steam boat navigation. This 
pi ce has experienced the successive regimes of the savages, the Spanish, 
French, and Americans, and has had its war dances, fandangoes, 
French balls, and American frolics. The traces of the ancient grave 
yard are almost erased. Indians, Spanish, French, Americans, Catholics 
and Protestants, lie here in mingled confusion. Two or three leagues 
west of this town is the ancient Spanish town of Adayes. We can 
see no where in the United States so fair a sample of an ancient 
Spanish town, as this. The houses are of the construction of an. 
hundred years ago. A little old church, with three or foux beUs, soma 
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of them cracked, and some coarse paintings give the church an air, in 
keeping with the town. The inhabitants are all Spanish. Beyond thi9 
is the deep gully, called the Rio Hondo, which marked the limits of thQ 
Spanish claims east of the Sabine. Half way between Natchitoches and 
the Sdbine is Cantonment Jessup, where are stationed two companies of 
United States' soldiers. The station is lonely, but pleasant and healthful. 
The water from the esplanade runs firom its western slope into the Sabine, 
and from the other into Red Rirer. 

This region being the last point towards the Mexican country, it is not 
strange, that it ^lould be the resort of desperate and wicked adventurers, 
who fly from debt, poverty, the laws and a guilty conscience. Many 
lawless characters centre in it. 

On Bayou Bceuf there is a small village called Cheneyville. The 
town of Monroe is the seat of justice for the parish of Washita, and is 
situated on that river, as is also Harrisonville, the seat of justice for 
the parish of Catahoola. Monroe is about 80 miles north of Alexandria, 
in the centre of a rich cotton country, and has a weekly gazette. 

Roads and Canals. We have already mentioned the canal Carondelet, 
which connects the city of New Orleans with lake Ponchartrain by the 
bayou St. John. It is two miles long and perfectly straight Where it ter- 
minates at the north of the city, there is a c(»ivenient basin, excavated 
entirely by art, and sufliciently large to hold a great number of vessels., 
It was dug at a great expense. Immense labor and expense were necessary to 
render the Bayou navigable, and especially its outlet to the lake, or what 
is called ^the pickets ;' where a formerly impassable bar has been deepened, 
und prevented from forming again by the waves and the currents, by piles 
driven into the sand, and extended a considerable distance into the lake, 
A provision in the charter of this corporation allows them to extend the 
canal to the Mississippi. It is proposed to connect the Mississippi, by 
Attakapas, by a canal, and there is no country in the world, where nature 
has done more towards forming natural canals, which a little labor and 
expense would complete by artificial extensions. A great number of 
Bayous only need to have the timber cleared out of them, to be navigable 
by steam boats. 

There are a corporation and funds provided for rendering Bayou Boeuf 
navigable by steam boats to Red River. It would require no great arti- 
ficial labor to connect this Bayou with tlie Teche, and furnish steamboat 
navigation through Opelousas. The country is so level, and the water 
courses so interlocked by nature, that little more is necessary for this, iu 
most instances, than the digging a broad and navigable ditch. At the 
same time, that transport is thus rendered easy, the country is drained, 
9wamps are reclaimed; and health is as rpuch. subserved, as utility. 
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When this state shall once have imbibed the spirit and feeling of the 
northern and middle states upon this subject, ahnost every cotton planter 
in the country will be able to ^p his cotton on board a steam boat directly 
from his gin. The country being level, the roads, that generally run on 
the margins of the rivers and bayous, are for the most part good. When 
the roads diverge to any distance fVom the bayous and rivers, they soon 
touch the swampy soil, and in wet weather are intolerably deep, muddy^, 
and heavy. 

CatuHiutiim and Laws, The Constitution varies little frcnn that of 
the other western states. The state senators are elected for four years, 
one-fourth vacating their seats annually. They must possess an estate 
of 1,000 dollars in the parish, for which they are chosen. The represen- 
tatives have a biennial term, and must possess 500 dollars worth of prop* 
erty in the parish to be eligible. The governor is chosen for four years j* 
and is ineligible for the succeeding term. His duties are the same as in 
the other states, and his salary 7,000 dollars a year. The judiciary powers 
are vested in a supreme and circuit court, together with a municipal court 
called the parish court. The salaries are ample. The elective franchise 
belongs to every free white man of twenty-one years and upwards, who 
has had a residence of six months in the parish, and who has paid taxes* 

The code of laws adopted by this state is not what is called the ^common 
law,^ which is the rule of judicial proceedings in all the other states, but 
the dvil lawy adopted with some modifications from the judicial canons 
of France and Spain. So much of the conunon law is interwoven with 
it as has been adopted by express statute, and the criminal code is for the 
most part regulated by it. All the laws of the civil code purport to be 
written, and they are principally selected from ihsit stupendous mass of 
legal maxims and edicts, called the Justinian code. Parishes in this 
state nearly correspond to counties in the other states; and the parish 
judge under the civil code, and according to the judicial arrangements of 
this state, is one of the most responsible and important judicial flinction^ 
aries. 

It would be rather amusing than useful to go into much detail, respect- 
ing the modes of administering justice under the French and Spanii^ 
regime. The commandant, or governor-general, was at the head of the 
judiciary and military departments. His code was the Roman law, or that 
of the Indies; and he represented the king. The department of finance 
was administered by an officer, called the intendant general. T\\e office 
of procureur general was one of high consequence; and had an analogy 
to that of our prosecuting attomies. But of all the tribunals of the 
Spanish in their colonies, the most important and popular was ihecahildoi. 
Teh cabildas awarded the decisions in common civil suits, and were a 
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kind of general consenaters of the peice. Subordinate ministers of justice 
to them were ale lideff^ regidors, syndics^ and regixUrM, Subordin re to 
the department of finance were the contadarsy treasurery mteventorj auditor 
and assesitor. Most of these offices were venal, or acquired by purchase. 
The processes were simple, but rigorous, and summary; and many of 
their maxims of law were founded in the highest wisdom ^d equity. 
From whatever cause it happened, the yoke of their government always 
sat easy on the neck of the Anglo-Americans, who lived under it, and 
still speak of Spanish times as the golden age. Crimes were rare. — 
Tlie forefithers of the present race of Creoles were a mild uad penceable 
race, as nre their descendents at the present day. The ancient inhabitants 
attached more importance to a criminal prosecution, and felt more keenly 
the shame of conviction, than the inhabitants of the present day.— 
Summary justice, the terror of the Mexican mines, or the dungeons of 
Havanna had their share in producing this spirit of submissive quietness 
and subordination. The penal 1 iws were not more sanguin.ry, than those 
of most of the states of our Union. Only four crimes were declared 
capital. Persons sentenced to death, for the commission of those crimes, 
often remained long in the prisons of Cuba, either through tlie lenity 
or caution of the officers of justice. The code, under which Crovemor 
O^Rcilly adn^inistered justice, is a most singular specimen cf jurispru- 
dence. Among tlie most frequent crimes against which it provides, 
are crimes of lust commited by priests, or professed religious, and the 
heaviest punishments those annexed to those crimes. There are enum- 
erated some amusing cases, in which pecuniary mulcts are substituted 
for corporeal punishment, in inst nces of conviction for these crimes. 

Character, If any distinct national chancter can be predicated of the 
people of this st''te,itwill apply with the same shades of difference to all 
the people of the south-western states. We consider the Creoles generally 
a mild and nminble people, with less energy and less ir^scibihty, than the 
immigrants irom the other states. The descendants of the French have all 
the peculiar and distinctive marks of that people in all countries. They 
possess mild vivacity, and show nither the ingenuity of successful imita- 
tion, than the boldness and hardihood of inventive minds. The parents 
of the present race were insulated from the rest of the world; were 
plunged in the woods; had no object of ambition; no political career 
before tliem ; and they were content to hunt, make voyages in their canoes; 
and smoke and traffic with the sivages. Many of them knew neither 
to read, nor to write. It is otherwise with their descendants. They are 
generally bom to fortunes; have a career before them, and are early 
taught to perceive the necessity of being educ. ted; nd the children of 
Ihe French are now as generally instructed, as those of the Auiericau? 
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They are fond of shows, the theatre, b lis and assemblies; are extremely 
polite; and generally more sober and mor*!, than the Americans. The 
women are remarkable for becoming excellent wives and mothers; and 
are extremely domestic and economical in their habits. Many of the 
more wealthy planters cross the sea to spend the summer, and to edu- 
cate their children in France. The American planters are generally 
hi^ minded, iracsible, sociil and generous; much addicted to tlie sports 
of the tnrf and the gambling tuble. They are fond of hunting and keep- 
ing large packs of dogs. Havmg overseers for the most part over their 
plantations, they have much leisure time on their hands, and are too apt 
to become dissipated. There is a rising spirit of literature, and a dispo- 
sition to re'id among them, which will innocently, if not usefully, and hap- 
pily employ muny of ihe hours, that used to be spent around the gambling 
table. The people generally are averse to care, deep thinkmg, and 
profound impressions; and jire volatile, gf^y, benevolent, easily excited 
to joy or sorrow; and the common maxim in a sickly climate, where life 
is precarious, is ' a short life and a merry one.'* There is a prevalent 
and fatal propensity to decide quarrels and even trivial disputes by duels; 
and many wanton and fatal duels occur, as one of the deepest stains upon 
the moral character of this people. In many respects no people ::re 
more amiable. They carry the duties of hospitality to great lengths, and 
extend the kindness of consanguinity almost as far, as the Scotch 
are said to do. The luxury of the table is carried to great extent 
They are ample in their supply of wines; though claret is generiilly 
drunk. In drinking, the guests universally raise their glasses, and 
touch them together instead of a health. 

No state in the Union has made more ample and munificent appropria- 
tions, according to its numbers, for the advancement of conmion school 
education. For this purpose eight hundred dollars are annually appro- 
priated in every p;irish in the state. But the act of appropriation i9 
darkly worded. The application of appropriations is indistinctly defined ; 
and it is much to be feared, that the generous purpose of the laws haa 
not yet produced the fruits thnt wore intended to grow from it. There 
are in the state many professional characters of high respectability. So- 
cial libraries are introduced into many of the vilhges. The improving^ 
spirit of the age is doing much for them. The rapid communication by 
steam bo-ts brings the loxunes, comforts and improvements of society 
immediately to their doors, md along with them more refinement, a 
higher order of thought, and better tone of feeling. The influence of tliis 
course of things upon hv mor I hubits^ o* the p! nters is v-^ry p(^rcep'i! le, 
in introducing more liberal pleasures, more innocent modes of spending' 
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their time, and especially, and above all, more enlightened humanity and 
policy, in their ways of managing their slaves. 

Religion. The cathoHc is the predominant religion of Louisiana. There 
are catholic churches in all the considerable villages. But there is, pro- 
bably, less protestant worship, in proportion to the numbers, than in any 
other state in the Union. We know of but one presbyterian church in 
the state; and that is in New Orleans. The baptists have some societies; 
and the methodists have labored here with the same zeal, as in other 
places. They have a number of societies, and some very respectal^ 
members in the state.. 
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ARKANSAS TERRITORY* 



Grbatbst length, 500 miles. Mediallength, 300. Breadth 340. It 
contains more than 50,000 square miles. Between 33° and 36° 30* N. 
latitude; and 13^ and 23° W. longitude from Washington. Bounded 
North by 'Missouri and the territory beyond; East by the Mississippi) 
which separates it from Tennessee and Mississippi. — South by Louisiana 
and the Mexican states. West by those states. It was erected into a 
territorial government in 1819, and contains 25,667 whites, and 4678 
blacks, total 30,383. The limits of this great region are strongly defined 
hy physical and geographical lines. These lines are for the most part 
large rivers, and Ae ocean of prairies beyond. 





OrVIL DIVISIONB. 


• 


Counties. 


Chief Towns. JHsiance 


from Acr^poUs. 


Arkansas, 


Arkansas Post, 


136 


Chicot, 


Villemont, 


184 


Clark, 


Clark C. H. 


87 


Conway, 


Harrisonburgh, 


40 


Crawford, 


Crawford C H. 


136 


Crittenden, 


Greenock, 


168 


Hempstead, 


Hempstead C. H 


130 


Independence, 


Batesville, 


102 


Izard, 


Izard C. H. 


172 


La Fayette, 


La Fayette C. H. 


182 


Lawrence, 


Jackson, 


152 


MiUer, 


MiHer C. H. 


1J28 


Monroe, 


Jacob's StafiT, 


84 


Phillips, 


Helena, 


1124 


Pope, 


Scotia, 


81 


Pulaski, 


Little Rock, or Acropolis, 




St. Francis, 


Franklin, 




Sevier, 


Paraclifta, 


168 


Union, 


Corea Fabre, 




Warm Spring, 


Warm Spring, 


60 


Washington, 
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Acropolis is 1068 miles from Washington, 522 from New Orleans, 
and 397 from St. Louis. 

Face of the cotmiry. In this view Arkansas is an epitome of the 
world. For some distance up the waters of Arkansas and White Rivers, 
the country is an extensive heavily timbered and deeply inundated swamp. 
Near the St. Francis hills and at Point Chico, the eastern front along the 
Mississippi is above the overflow. The remainder of the eastem line is 
a coij^Qued and monotonous flooded forest. It has large and level prairie 
plains. It possesses a great extent of rocky and sterile ridges, and no 
inconsiderable surface covered with mountains. Perhaps no section of 
our country is more diversified, in regard to its surface. ^ Its northern 
line is intersected by a range of hills, which are commonly denominated 
^The Black MotadavM^ a line of elevations running from Black River 
to the western extremity of the territory, and separating between the 
Waters of White River and Arkansas. There are ranges of hDls, that 
have the name of mountains, which separate the waters of Arkansas 
from those of Washita. Near the Warm Springs these ridges spring up 
into elevated peaks, which in the eye of a visitor at the Springs, from the 
level country of Louisiana, have the aspect of lofry mountains. At the 
,^uth-westem extremity of the territory, there are three parallel ranges 
of. hills, that divide the waters of Red River from those of Washita. — 
There are, also, many detached hills and flint knobs. On some of these 
is found the whortleberry ^vaccinium? of the north in great perfection and 
abundance. These hills exhibit red cedars and savines, such as grow on 
hills of a similar appearance on the Atlantic shore. In the central parts 
of the territory, and intermediate between Arkansas and Washita rivers, 
oB the waters of the latter, is that singular detached elevation, called 
*Mount Prairie.* On the waters of White River and St. Francis, the 
country generally is rolling. But, take the extent of the territory to- 
gether, it is either very level or very hilly. In some places the hills rise 
at once from level prairies and plains. A very considerable porticm of 
the country is broken land, and unfit for cultivation. A great part of 
the ^barrens' of this state are what their name imports. Tbare are fiwr 
considerable detached bodies of good upland. But it may be assumed as 
a general fact, that the high prairies and timbered lands are sterile. That 
part of the course of the Washita, which runs in this territory, has 
narrow, though in some places rich bottoms. Here are cane brakes, 
birch, maple, holly, and muscadine grape vines. The tender soil on tbs 
banks is oflea torn away by the sweeping and rapid pourse of the foil 
river. Rugged hills, covered with stinted pines and cedars come in dose 
to the river; and the valley is so deep, and its boundaries so abrupt, that 
the sun is seen but a few hours in the day. 
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There is a large tract of country, on the upper waters of White River, 
which has sometimes been denominated New Kentucky, either from its 
being fertile, rolling, and abundant in lime stone springs; or from its 
being niore congenial to the staple products of Kentucky, than the coun- 
try lower down. It is sheltered on the north by mountains. The fertile 
tracts are vallies embosomed between high hills ; and the productions of the 
north and the south for the most part succeed in this soil. It has one 
great inconvenience. The streams, that run along its precipitous hills, 
receive the waters of the powerful showers that occasionally fall, and pour 
these waters from an hundred shelving declivities into the streams.-^ 
They have been known to rise 40 feet in perpendicular height, in a few 
hours. The standing com and cotton is submerged ; and the hope of the 
year destroyed. 

Rivers. Red River has the greater part of its whole length of course 
in this territory. There is no other river, of equal length and importance 
in our country, about whose sources and upper waters so little is known 
with exactness and certainty, as this. It rises at the bases of a line of 
spurs of the Rocky Mountains, called the Caous mountains near Santa Fe« 
Blue River and Fausse Ouachitta rise nedr the sources of the main 
river, and join it 3 or 400 miles from its head spring. There are a number 
of considerable nameless tributary streams below these principal branches. 
Some of them have courses of between 1 and 200 miles. The Pawnees 
are the prmcipal inhabitants on this undescribed part of the river. Below 
their towns and the limits of Louisiana come in Kimichie, near whiclf is 
situated the United States^ ganison; Vasseux, and Little River of the 
north; and on the other side, Bois d^Arc and Little River of the south. 
The south bank of this river for a long distance is the boundary between 
the United States and the province of Texas. Every traveller has re- 
marked, that this river at the Kimichie, nearly a thousand miles from its 
mouth, is a broader, and apparently a larger stream than at the point, where 
it mingles its waters with the Washita. The reason is, that in the hilly 
region of the prairies it rolls along in one channel a broad river, not pouring 
its surplus waters into bayous or lakes. Afrer it enters Louisiana, its 
whole course, as we have already remarked, is chequered on either hand 
with numberless bayous and lakes. We have already mentioned, that 
its waters are red, turbid, and unpotable, from the impregnation of salt 
mixed with it. Above the rafr, it is a fine stream for steam boat naviga- 
tion. The country on the American side is diversified with prairies, 
woodlands, hills and vaUies, with a red colored soU. This region is 
healthy and pleasant. It is afi&rmed, that it produces good wheat, and 
even productive apple orchards. From the abundance of peccan and 
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other nut bearing trees, it is a fine country for swine, and opens inviting 
prospects to immigrants. 

Washita rises in mountainous prairies, intermediate between Arkansaar 
and Red River, not far from 34°. The Fourche Caddo, Little Missouri, 
and Saline rise at no great distance from the sources of the principal' 
stream. It runs through a country, generally sterile and mountainous. 
Pine, and that species of oak known in those regions by tlie name of pin 
oak, and generally denoting an inferior soil, are the most common kinds 
of timber. In the richer and alluvial tracts are found the trees, common 
to that latitude. That beautiful kind, called Bois ePArCy is here found 
in greater abundance, than any where else in our country. In high 
stages of the water, it is navigable by steam boats, within a few miles of 
the Hot Springs, that is to say, a distance from its mouth of nearly 600 
miles. An hundred salines, some of which are strongly impregnated 
with salt, are found near the river. Its bottoms are very feitile, after it 
enters Louisiana. When it unites itself with Red River, it strikes the 
eye, as the larger one of the two. It has a course of nearly eightliundred 
miles. 

The principal river of this territory, whence it derives its name, and 
the next largest western tributary of the Mississippi, aAer the Missouri, 
is the Ajfkansas. The extent of this mighty stream, which is said to 
meander a long distance in the Rocky Mountains, is commonly given at 
2,500 miles. This is probably an extravagant calculation. It is believed 
tbftt its distance from a point, where it has a volume of waters to entitle 
it to the name of river, to ils entrance into the Mississippi, measuring its 
curves, is about 2,000 miles. In summer it pours a broad and deep 
stream from the mountains upon the arid, bare, and sandy plains. The 
sand and the dry surrounding atmosphere so drink up the water, that in the 
dry season it may be crossed, many hundred miles below the mountains, 
without wading as high as the knees. The tributary streams are far from 
being so well known, as to render them susceptible of an accurate de- 
scription. The chief of them are the Verdigris, Negracka, Canadian 
Fork, Grand River, Six Bull, &c. Some of them are remarkable for 
beingimpregnated with salt to such a degree, that we have tasted the 
waters of the main river so salt, as to be unpotable. The whole alluvial 
earth along the banks is so strongly impregnated with salt, that the 
cattle sometimes kill themselves by eating it. For a distance of many 
hundred miles from its mouth, it receives no tributaries of any length of 
course, owing to the configuration of the country through which it passes, 
and to the vicinity of Red River and Washita on one side, and the Yellow 
Stone, Kansas, and Osage on the other. When it has arrived within 400 
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niles- of the Mississippi, it begins to assume the character of Red River, 
in the numbers of its bayous and lakes. The belt of high land, between 
the river and the cypress swamps, is by no means so wide, as that on the 
other river. The alluvial soil is of the same color and qualities, though 
it is not generally so fertile. It has a broader channel, and generally a 
narrower valley- We believe that it does not carry so much water; and* 
the rapidity of its ordinary current is less. When it is full, its water* 
have a still deeper color. Its curves, that is to say, its points and bend» 
are broader and deeper. It surpasses the Mississippi, or any river of the- 
west, in the perfect regularity of these, and in the uniformity and beauty 
of the young cotton wood groves that spring up on the convex sand bars; 
In other respects, it has a surprising resemblance to Red River. Arkansas 
has decidedly the advantage in the extent of its navigation. In the spring" 
floods, steam boats can ascend it neariy to the mountains. The first 
30 or 40 miles of its course is through a heavy, inundated forest, witlr 
very little land sufficiently above the floods, to admit of cultivation. 
Forty or fifty miles of the course of the river above the Post, Blufiir, 
crowned with pine, come in to the river. Between that distance and the 
Post, only a narrow belt along the river is above the overflow; and even 
through this belt the river has torn great numbers of crewuseSj through 
which in high floods its waters escape into the swamps. Directly beyond 
these belts are gum trees, and other vegetation denoting swampy soil. 
Beyond these are vast cypress swamps; and in all its course from the 
bluf& to the mouth, like Red river, it has its net-work checquering of 
bayous and lakes. The lakes, on the subsidence of the river, are covered, 
with the vast leaves of the Nymphea Nelumbo. The Bayous, when filled 
with the river waters have the same curves as the river; and while the 
river is full, the same color; and, until we observe their want of current, 
might easily be, as they have a thousand times been, mistaken for the 
river itself. 

White River has its sources in the ridge called the Black Moun- 
tains, which divides its waters from those of the Arkansas. Its northern 
and eastern branches almost interlock with the western ones of the Osage 
Maramec, and St. Francis. The western branches rise, and run a long 
distance in Missouri. It enters this territory, at its north-western angle, 
and receives the very considerable tribute of Black River, Thomas' Fork, 
Red River, Spring Biver Strawberry, and other streams, which run through 
a pleasant, healthy and fertile country, abounding in pure springs and 
brooks, and furnishing great numbers of mill seats. Spring River is re- 
remarkable for being formed, as its name imports, by the junction of nu- 
merous large springs, that gush out of the ground near each other, which 
form a stream, at once wide, and beatable abounding in fish, and, from 
its never freezing near these springs in the winter, being visited by 
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great numbers of water fowls* Below the junction of tlie western branch, 
die main river receives Red River Eau Cachee^ Big Creek , and some others. 
It is called in its Indian appellation by a name denoting White river, 
from the transparency of its waters, compared with those of Arkansas 
and the Mississippi. It is uncommonly circuitous in its course, winding 
three or four hundred miles to make one hundred in direct advance to* 
wards its dehouche. It meets the inundation of the Mississippi a great 
distance from it mouth, and makes the remainder of its course through a 
deep swamp- 
About seven miles from its mouth is a lateral bayou, apparently of the 
width of the river itself, which runs out of the river almost at right angles 
to its course, This bayou flows, through a deep and inundated forest 
six or seven miles, and unites with the Arkansas. It is not boatable in 
the latter part of the summer; but in moderate stages of the water is uni« 
veraally used by boats descending the Mississippi, and intending to 
ascend the Arkansas, in order to reach that stream. It strikes that 
river thirty miles above its mouth. In this bayou the current sets 
from one river to the other, according as the flood of one prepon* 
derates over that of the other. It is three hundred yards wide at its 
mouth. Its reputed boatable length is 1,200 miles; and its course is so 
sinuous, that in this length it only makes five hundred miles of direct 
distance. Its upper and middle courses are through a delightfUl country 
of hiUs and vallie% rich alluvions and pure mountain streams, abound* 
ing in lime«stone, gypsum, stone-coal, and iron ore. The sod in many 
{daces compares with. the best parts of the western country. From its 
abundant timber, its useful fossils and earths, its mill streams, salubrity 
and facilities for a manufacturing region, it will probably, one day be- 
come the seat of the manufacturers of this country. Its sheltering line 
of mountains on the north, and its frequent and precipitous hills secure 
it from the influence of the sharper air of the Missouri country above; 
and^cause, that in many places, on the bottoms of this river and its tribu- 
taries, cotton is successfully cultivated, as a crop. 

St. Francis rises in Missouri, It is formed from two main branches, 
which form their junction just within the northern limits of this territoiy. 
The eastern branch has its source below Cape Girardeau, and but a few 
yards from the blufi'banks of the Mississippi. It receives the White Water 
from the German settlement, in the county of Cape Girardeau in 
Missouri, and creeps for a great distanoe through what is called 
the < Big Swamp' between Cape Girardeau and the mouth of the St 
Francis. In this course it passes within ten or twelve miles from 
New Madrid. From this point to the mouth of the river, a distance of 
about 300 miles, it used to be boatable by large keel boats; and, as its 
current was much gentler than that of the Mississippi, which, in this dis- 
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tance, is peculiarly swifl and diiRcult of ascent, boats for New Madrid 
used to enter the mouth of tlie St. Francis, and work up that river to a 
portage, about twelve miles back of that place, and thence cart their 
goods to that town. The great earthquake of 1811 and '12 completely 
obstructed the channel, and inundated its waters over the banks to 
find their way in wide plashes through the swamp. A vast number of 
lakes and irreclaimable sunken swamps, along the valley of this river, 
were created at the same time. It is navigable in high waters nearly 
200 miles. There is a respectable settlement about seventy miles up this 
river. — Its waters, notwithstanding it passes through such an, extenidve 
country of swamps, are remarkably pellucid. It abounds in fine fish; 
and we have no where, except in Louisiana, seen finer sport for the an- 
gler, than in the St. Francis. In the high lands on the banks of this river, 
there are many delightful and healthy positions for fanners, who desire 
such a medial climate. It has the disadvantage of being intermediate 
between the wheat and the cotton country; but it is believed, that it 
would be an admirable country for the vine, and the silk worm. It is 
remarkable, that this river is the northern limit of the muscadine grape 
in its natural state. There are a number of inconsiderable tributaries t6 
the Arkansas, and streams, that have short courses, and empty into the 
Mississippi on the Arkansas shore, that are not here enumerated. 

SM and Productions. The territory of Arkansas is the northern limit 
of the cotton growing country. The rich lands on the Arkansas bring 
cotton of the same staple and luxuriance, as those of Red River; but^ 
having a season somewhat shorter, it can not ripen so well. Neverthe- 
less the planters assert, that even here they can raise more than their 
hands can ' pick out,' as the phrase is; consequently they affirm, that 
they lose nothing by the shortness of their season. IVe have seen as large 
cotton growing at Bairdstown on the Arkansas, as we have seen in any 
other place. Cotton becomes an uncertain crop north of the river St 
Francis. As we ascend the Arkansas towards the high table prairies, 
the temperature diminishes more rapidly, than would be indicated by the 
latitude; and cotton ceases to be a sure crop beyond 84^ in that direc- 
tion. It is at present the staple article of cultivation. The rich lands 
bring fine maize, sweet potatoes, and the vegetables generally of Missis* 
Bippi and Louisiana. In the high country above 84° wheat does well. 
Rye and Barley will thrive almost in any parts of the country. Mulbei^ 
ry abounds; and on the bases ofihe precipitous hills of White river, we 
would suppose, would be the happiest soil and climate for the vine. 
Muscadine and jptne wood^s grapes abound; as do pawpaws. and per- 
simons. Figs are raised, but with difficulty; and the tree is often killed 
to the ground by the frost. Peaches are raised in great excellaice and 
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'abundance. Apple orchards do well at Mount Prairie, and in the open 
.and high lands above Peccan Point on Red River; and no doubt, will 
thrive in all the higher and more northern regions of this territory. In the 
lower and more settled parts of it they have no where succeeded well. 
Chickasaw and .prairie plumbs grow in abundance; and the woods and 
prairies abound in native fruits and berries. 

The soil is of all qualities from the best to the most sterile. The set- 
tlement of Point Chico, on the Mississippi, has a soil of the best qui^ty ; 
-and is noted for the productiveness of its cotton plantations. Hie bot- 
ioma of the Arkansas are not generally as rich, as those of Red river^ 
The belt of cultivated land below the PostofAricansas, called ^thecoast,^ 
does, indeed, somewhat resemble the deligfitful country so trailed above 
New Orleans in appearance. The resemblance ceases here. It has a 
•soil of but moderate richness ; and needs manuring to produce large co^ 
ton, or Indian com. To one emerging from the inundated and mephitic 
•swamps below, this line of open, contiguous plantations, dotted with 
•beautiful clumps of the fine trees of this climate, and French habitations, 
•which generally have a very picturesque appearance, and this tract, called 
^the coasi^ has a charming appearance. There is a great extent <^ cot^ 
•ton lands of the first quality in the country along the river, above the 
Post, in the ' Quawpaw purchase.^ The country five or six hundred miles 
^ the Ariumsas, where the American garrison used to be, anid that, 
<where it now is, and the country, where the Arkansas mission is settled, 
k&ve large prairies interspeied with forest bottoms, and great extents of 
excellent soil, lliere is much finet:ountry in this territory above Peccan 
Point on Red river. Mount Prairie, which rises, like a prodigious Indian 
flnound,fTom the subjacent plains, may be reckoned among the striking 
iBpectacles of the country. It is ten or twelve miles in diameter ; and is 
situated on the waters of the Washita. It has a soil of great fertility, and 
of the blackness of ink^* rather exposed, however, to ^ bake,^ as the 
.phrase is, in the hot and dry weather. They obtain water fit>m wells, 
^which lequiKa to be dug of very great depth. In the whole depth 
vast quantities of sea shells appear. In a state of pulverisation they are 
mixed with the soil, communicating a mawkish and unpleasant taste to 
the water, and very great fertility to the soil. On White River aie some 
of the finest lands and the healthiest sites for planters in this country. 
In short this tenitoi^ possesses great bodies of the best soil. There are 
vast tracts, too of precipitous knobs, sterile ridges, sandy or muddy prai- 
ries, and miserable barrens. The country on the Mississif^, between 
White River and St. Francis, is in many places above the overflow, and of 
the highest fertility. Wappanocka bottom, opposite Memphis, is an un- 
commonly high, rich and extensive bottom. The soil of the St Francis 
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is very fertile ; and is covered with a heavy growth of beech, genersUy de- 
noting a rich soil; but the hills are so precipitous, and exposed to wash 
as hardly to be susceptible of cultivation. On the whole, this tenitory 
4)as a sufficiency of excellent lands, to become a rich and populous state. 
In its eastern front, and near the Mississippi and the Arkansas, it is ex- 
posed to excessive annoyance from its myriads of musquitos. 

Climate and Salubrity. This climate is a compound of that of 
Missouri and Louisiana. Until we advance 200 miles west of the 
Mississippi, in its humidity it more nearly resembles the latter. The 
season, in point of the forwardness of vegetation in the spring, is, 
also, much more like that of Louisiana. The season of planting is three 
weeks later, than on the coast above New Orleans; and is more than 
that in advance of the climate of Missouii. — The distribution of rain is 
extremely unequal. We witnessed drenching rains and thunder every 
day, for thirty-six days in succession. At other times, it is remarkable, 
for having long droughts. Planting of com commences by the middle 
of March, and cotton by the first of April. By this time the forests of 
Arkansas are in full leaf; and the shores of no river show a deeper tangle 
of vines near the soil, and of noble forest trees above. 

The shores of Arkansas, as far up as Little Rock, are decidedly un- 
healthy. Great tracts on aU sides are covered with sleepmg lakes and 
stagnant bayous. The country is a dead level. The falling waters of 
the rains cannot be drained off. In the commencement of summer they 
are exposed to the intense ardors of the sun. Sickness is the natural re- 
sult. On the vast prairie, which commences just above the Post, and 
-extends ninety miles up the country, it is more healthy; and there is less 
annoyance from the musquitos. This long sweep of country is tho- 
roughly ventillated. But tlie air, in the timbered bottoms, is close, and 
•unelastic; and the musquitos are excessively troublesome. There is 
but ioooflen an abundant visitation of bilious and remittent fevers in the 
latter part of summer and the first of autumn* Farther up the country 
and on the open prairies, it is as healthy, as in any other country in the 
same climate. It is a very absurd idea, that a country of the extensive- 
•ness of this should all be alike sickly. In this territory there are many 
positions, but a few miles apart, one of which may be as sickly as the 
shores of Surinam, and the other as healthy as aqy country in America. 

Smlements, The chief settlements on this river are at Point Chico, 
on the banks of the Arkansas, at Mount Prairie, at Peccan Point, on Ked 
River, and at Mulberry, 600 miles up the river, between the mouth of White 
and St. Francis rivers; and the White River, and St. Francis settlements. 
They are, as most of the settlements in the southern countries are, from 
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the configuration of the country, in isolated and detached sitoatioitti^ 
generaUy with great extents of unsettled country intervening. 

Chief Tovms. The Poet is a small village on the north bank of the 
Arkansas, about fifty miles above^its mouth. The position is a kind of 
blufi* bottom, on a fine bend of the river. The soil is poor, but the sita- 
ation pleasant. The overflow of White River approaches within a 
short distance of the Arkansas; and the swamps of both rivers can be 
seen from the court house below the village at the same time. Directly 
above the village a bayou is occasionally inundated. The descent of the 
bench, on which the village is situated^ to this bayou, is marked with 
some of those striking red pillars of earth, where the lighter soil has been 
washed away, and lef\ these singular columns of clay standing. The 
same appearances are seen elsewhere on the Arkansas. The inhabitants 
of the Post and its vicinity are chiefly the remains, or the descendants, of 
the first settlers ; and they are for the most part of French extract The 
population cannot exceed six hundred in the village and the country 
round it. Acropolis the seat of government is at a point about 300 
miles by the course of the river, and little more than half the distance 
by land above the Post. It is on the south bank of the river, on a very 
high stone blufi*,ludicrouBly called Little Rock, from the prodigious masses 
of stone about it. The situation is healthy, and pleasant, and the circum- 
stance of its being the metropolis, has created a considerable village. 
There are a number of incipient villages, in the places where the county 
courts are held, in other parts of the territory ; but none, that merit the name 
of town, if we except the growing village above the mouth of White River. 
From this place outfits are made by boats, preparing to ascend White River 
and the Arkansas. It is also noted as a steam boat landing. 

Among the curiosities of this country may be mentioned the vast 
-masses of sea shells, that are found dispersed over diflerent tracts 
of it. They are generally found in points remote from lime-stone ; 
and answer a valuable purpose to the inhabitants, who collect and 
bumthem for lime. Far above the political limits of the territoiy^ 
and towards the sources of the Arkansas, is the sublime elevation, 
which we hope will always retain the name of Pikers mountain. The 
prairies are bounded in that direction by the stupendous ridges of the 
Rocky Mountains. There are very considerable mountains near the 
Warm Springs. These springs are among the most interesting corioei- 
ties of the country. They are in great numbers. One of them emits a 
vast quantity of water. The ordinary temperature is that of boOing water. 
When the season is dry, and the volume of water emitted somewhat dimi* 
nished, the temperature of the water increases. The waters are remaika* 
bly limpid, and pure ; and are used by the people,who resort there for health, 
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for culinary purposes. They have been analyzed, and exhibit no minei^l 
properties beyond common spring water. Their efficacy then, for they 
are undoubtedly efficacious to many invalids, that resort there, results 
from the shade of adjacent mountains, and from the cool and oxygenated 
mountain breeze; the conveniences of warm and tepid bathing; the novel- 
ty of fiesh nK>untain scenery; and the necessity of temperance imposed 
by the poverty of the country, and the difficulty of procuring supplies. 
The oases, in which the waters are supposed to be efficacious, are those 
of rheumatic affections, general debility, dispepsia, and cutaneous com- 
fdiints. The common supposition, that they are injurious in pulmonary 
complaints, seems to be wholly unfounded. It is a great and increasing 
retort for invalids from die lower country, Arkansas, and the diflferent ad- 
joining regions. During the spring floods of the Washita, a steam boat 
can approach within thirty miles of them. At no great distance from 
tfaem is a strong sulphur spring, remarkable for its coldness. In the wild 
and mountain scenery of this lonely region, there is much grandeur and 
novelty, to fix the curiosity of the lover of nature. There are no houses of 
accommodation, but temporary sheds. The visitants spend their time bx 
walking, hunting, and playing cards. Two miles from the springs is the 
famous quarry of stone, called ail-stone. Stones from this quarry are 
already extensively known, and used in the western country, for the same 
purposes as the.Turkey oil stones. The point of possession of this exten- 
siTe and valuable quarry is a matter in litigation. 

The mountains in the vicinity of these springs are probably volcanic. 
The inhabitants affirm, that diey have heard noises in the neighborhood of 
the mountains, like those which attend volcanic eruptions. There are 
many volcanic appearances about them ; though none of recent eruption. 
Messrs Hunter and Dunbar explored this country, and published a detail- 
ed account of its geological formation. It exhibits many mineral appear- 
ances; though no ores, but those of iron, have been detected. 

Indiang. The Quawpaws, intermixed with many fugitive Chactaw 
Indians, reside on the Arkansas not far above the Post. That portion of 
the Cherokee nation, which has immigrated west of the Mississippi, has 
its chief settlements on the Arkansas. Beyond this territory on White 
Biver are congregated the Shawnese and Delawares, that have emigrated 
fiom ddo and Missouri. Above the Cherokees, on the Arkansas, are 
the Osages; and still higher the Pawnees. In the vast waste of prairies 
that interposes between this territory and the Rocky Mountains, roam 
different tribes of Indians, a|pong which are oHen seen the Indians from 
theAfexican country, who come here to hunt the bufialo. 

HUtary. This territory was erected out of that of Missouri, in 1819; 
and soon passed into what is called the second grade of territorial gQiv- 



Digitized by 



Google 



284 ARKANSAS TERRITORT. 

eminent. Many of the recent settlers were turbulent and unmanageable 
spirits. — There seems to be a strong tendency in American laws and in- 
stitutions to create docility and habits of peace. The laws are adminis- 
tered among these people, strangers to the country and to each other, 
as quietly in most instances, as they are in die more populous and regu- 
lated regions. The inhabitants about the Post were settlers of the country 
in Spanish times. Many anecdotes of great interest might be given of in- 
dividuals of Spanish and Indians, under the Spanish regime. But they 
are necessarily excluded ^m the limits of this work. The Spanish and 
French at early dates in the history of this country, had establishments on 
the Aikansas; and they had a settlement at the Post, more than a half 
a century ago. No settlement from its commencement down to this day 
has been marked with fewer incidents. 
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LfNOTH, 270. — ^Breadth, 220 miles. It contains 60^000 square miles, 
and 38,000,000 acres. Between 36°, and 40° 30' N. latitude, and be- 
tween 11° 17' and 17° 30' W. longitude. Bounded north and west by 
the Missouri Territory; east and north-east by the Mississippi, which 
separates it firom Illineis. South-east by the Mississippi, which separates 
it from Kentucky and Tennessee. South by Arkansas Territory. 





CIVIL DIVISIOIfS. 




TwUies. 


County Totms. Distances from Jefferson 


Boone, 


Columbia, 


5eDu]e«. 


Callaway, 


Fulton, 


32 


Cape Girardeau, 


Jackson, 


208 


Chariton, 


Chariton, 


79 


Clay, 


Liberty, 


190 


Cole, 


Jefferson City^ 




Cooper, 


Booneville, 


61 


Crawford, 


Little Piney, 


97 


Franklin, 


Union, 


79 


Gasconade, 


Gasconade, 


47 


Howard, 


FayeUe, 


65 


Jackson, 


Independence,^ 


177 


Jefferson, 


Herculaneum, 


164 


La Fayette, 


Lexington, 


188. 


Lincoln, 


Troy, 


97 


Madison, 


Fredericktown^ 


170 


Marion, 


Palmyra, 


190, 


Montgomery, 


Lewistown, 


.67i .:;. 


New Madrid, 


New Madrid, 


fgm . 


Perry, 


PerryriDe, 


187- , . 
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Pike^ Bowling Green, 132 

Blilli) New London, 167 

Randolph, Randolph, 96 

Ray, Richmond, 149 

St. Charles, St. Charles, 123 

St.- FranciSy Farmington, 1 52 

St Genevieve, St. Genevieve, 168 

St. Louis, • St. Louis, 134 

Saline, Walnut Farm, 85 

ScoU, Benton, 236 

Washington, Potosi, 127 

Wayne, Greenville, 1 10 

The census for 1890 gives its population. Whites, 1 12,065. Slaves, 
9^j»20. Total, 137,427. 

Face of ike country, A large extent of this great state^ in its south- 
east angle, commencing above New Madrid, and extending down the 
great swamp, and through the alluvial region, a considerable distance 
back ftom the Blississippi, is low, swampy, full of lakes, and in 
many places subject to be inundated. Beyond that region, which is 
generally marked by a bold line of rolling and fertile high lands, the 
country gradually swelb into high flint knobs, still rising beyond that 
region to the mountainous country of the lead mines. This country 
extends to the Osage and its tributaries^ Beyond this, the coontiy is 
broken and hilly ; until we open upon the boundless belt of prairies, which 
spreads beyond the western limits of this state. The best portion, and 
the most inhabited parts of the tftate are between the Missouri and the 
Blississippi. This vast tract is no where mountainous. It contains great 
tracts of alluvial and high prairies. It is for tho most part a sorfiice, 
delightftiUy rolling and variegated. There is no part of the globe, In a 
state of nature, where greater extents of country can be tiaveroed moie 
easily, end in any direction by carriages of any description. 

SoiL One specific difference between the soil of this country and 
that bordering on the Ohio, is, that the land here contains a greater pro- 
portioa of sand, is more loamy and finable, and' the soil not so stiff. There 
are tracts ail over this country, where we find the clayey soib of Ohio 
and Kentucky. But they are small. The roads generally tun where 
the falling rain and snow are so readily absorbed, even in tbe winter, that 
the peojple are not troubled with the de^ and almost impasaabte roads, 
that we find in those slates. The rich uplands are of a darkish ^y color; 
with the exception of the great tract about the lead nines, where the 
soil of dacomposed pyrite is reddiih, and of a color brigli^r tfiaa Sfpaniah 
brown. The poorer uplands are generally covered with white #ok, and 
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tibat small species of oak denominated fm oak* It is usually a sti£fer 
and more clayey soil than the other; and of a light yellow color* There 
are two extensive tracts of that fine kind of timbered upland alluvion, 
which constitutes the finest central portions of Kentucky. The one is 
15 or 20 miles in extent. It is south*west of the mine country^ and is 
called Bellevue Settlement. The other tract is much larger, and is called 
Bootless LUJc SetHemeni. There are smaller extents of this kind of land 
spread over all the state. In a state of nature it strikes the eye delight- 
fully. The surface rolls gently and almost imperceptibly. It has the 
same trees and shrubs and the grand vegetation, that designate the rich 
alluvions; and at the same time it has the diversiied surface, and the 
associated ideas of health, and springs of water, that are naturally con- 
nected with the notion of uplands. These lands are timbered with the 
same trees as the alluvions. Like those, they are surmounted with grape 
vines, and free from tmder brush. The pawpaw, persimon, and wild 
cherry tree, all denoting rich soils, abound in these regions; and are 
nearly as fertile as the bottoms of the Missouri or the Mississippi. 

The prairies are generally level and of an intermediate t^aracter be^ 
tween the richer and poorer uplands. The alluvial prairies are uniter* 
sally rich, and nearly as fertile as the bottoms. Some tracts of the upland 
prairies are rich* There are scarcely any lands in this state sufficiently 
level for cultivation, that have not fertility enough to bring good crops of 
com without manure; and in many instances the poorer lands are better 
for wheat, than the richer. The bottoms of all the water courses are rich. 
There is a specific difierence in the soils of the two wide alluvial belts, 
along the two great rivers of diis state. The bottoms of the Missouri 
are generally loamy, with a large proportion of sand. But even where 
the proportion of sand seems in excess, the soil is of the richest character; 
and at first more productive than that of the Upper Mississippi. Inter- 
mixed with the glaixe, or earth of a greasy and adhesive feeling, is a 
considerable proportion of marie or dissolved lime, which communicates 
to the soil, which is compounded in no small share, with dissolved vegetable 
matter, an astonishing fertility. 

The lands of the Upper Mississippi bottoms are blacker, more clayey, 
less marly and sahdy, and if not so immediately fertile, are more inex' 
haustible; and better fitted to sustain the high heats and the drought of 
summer. The bottoms of the smaller streams partake of the c haracter of 
the region through which they flow; and are composed of more or less 
sand, marl, or clay, according as the hills, acclivities, or soils, along 
which they flow, have more or less of these ingredients. On the whol 3, 
the good lands of this country generaUy have a gmat degree of fertility. 
The vegetable mould is friable, tender and deep; and in many instances 
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'th6 soils thrown from the bottom of the deepest wells, appear no less fer-^ 
tile, than that on the surface The rank and abundant vegetation every 
where indicates the prolific character of nature working at the root. On 
the richer prairies and bottoms, tall and coarse grass, and weeds resem^ 
bling hemp, rise up of such a thickness, size, and height, as almost to make 
it impracticable to travel on horseback. The leaves of the tre^ and 
^rubs, by their unusual size and verdure, every where indicate the prolific 
vigor and power of nature. The Upper Mississippi is skirted with a 
prairie, commencing ten miles above the mouth of the Missouri, and ex- 
tending along the west bank of the river 60 or 70 miles, with an average 
width of between four and five miles. The uplands on the Upper Mis- 
sissippi are also extremely rich ; but interspersed witli round flint knobs, 
which often rise in regular cones 2 or 300 feet high. There are large 
tracts of poor land, in the south-west division of the state, covered with 
yellow pine, bald and rocky hills, and even moving sands. In fact, this 
state abounds with the strongest contrasts of soil from the best to the 
worst; and there are very extensive tracts of each. 

Productions. Hitherto wheat and com have been the staples of this 
'country. The warmth and looseness of the soil, tiie large proportions of 
dissolved limestone in it, and even the dryness of the atmosphere render 
it an admirable countiy for wheat. The season of the year in which 
wheat matures, is peculiarly adapted to the culture of this rich grain. 
This period is warm and dry, and seldom has any rains, except transient 
showers. The wheat, however, receives such an impulse from the spring 
rains, that it matures, and fills, even during the severest droughts. Twenty- 
five bushels to an acre is an average crop ; though it sometimes rises as high 
as thirty. Rye, barley and oats, though not extensively cultivated, succeed 
equally well. Com is also cultivated in the highest perfection. The 
intense heats of summer agree with it. It throws such deep and strong 
roots into the soil, that it soon shelters them, by its shade, from the bum* 
ing ardors of the sun; and thie crop has never been known to fiiil from 
drought. From 60 to 75 bushels to the acre is an average crop; although 
a hundred ar« often raised. The droughts are often severe, yet such is 
the depth and looseness of the -soil, that a crop matures. Flax is 
raised in considerable quantities, and no country will produce better 
hemp. Its defect is, that it grows too coarse and rank. Tobacco had 
become an article of extensive culture, and its quality is excellent, as the 
yield is most abundant. Cotton is raised in the warm prairies back of 
New Madrid. It yields a tolerable crop. Sweet and Irish potatoes suc^ 
ceed sufficiently weU. This state has lands akeady fit for the plough, suf- 
ficient to produce wheat enough for the whole U. S. Prairies of hundreds 
of thousands of acres of first rate wheat lands covered witli grass, and 
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perfectly free from shrubs and bushes, invite the plough ; and if the 
country were cultivated to a proper extent, it might be the granary of the 
world. 

Cultivated grasses have not yet succeeded as well as the other articles 
of culture. The only kind, yet experimented to any considerable degree, 
is timothy; and this requires a close and wet soil, which is a very un- 
conunon one in Missouri. It appears to possess in the highest degree, 
the requisites for the use of plaster. Abundant crops of red clover might 
be made, by this manure. Plaster is found of the best quality, and in 
inexhaustible quantities, on the waters of the Missouri. From analogy 
and the character of the natural grasses, we infer that St. Foin, and the 
coarser and more succulent grasses will flourish abundantly in this deep 
and rich soil. Turnips and bulbous rooted vegetables grow to a great 
size. Pumpkins, squashes, and melons, are raised no where in greater 
abundance. At present the fodder provided for the stable in winter, is 
chiefly corn, its leaves and husks, and what is called prairie grass. This 
is a coarse and tall grass, covering the prairies in the greatest abundance. 
In the early stages of its growth, it resembles young wheat; and in this 
state furnishes a succulent and rich feed for cattle. They have been 
seen, when running in wheat fields, where the young wheat covered the 
ground, to choose the prairie grass on the margins of the fields in prefer- 
ence to the wheat. It is impossible to imagine better butter than is made 
while the grass is in this stage. Cattle and horses, that have lived un- 
sheltered and without fodder through the winter and in the spring scarcely 
able to mount the hills, through leanness and weakness, when feeding on 
this grass, are transformed to a healthy and sleek appearance, as if by a 
charm. But as the summer advances it becomes tough and wiry. By 
a strange mistake, this grass is not mowed until af^er the autumnal 
frosts. Of course it is then a harsh and coarse fodder. Were it cut 
before it has thrown out its seeds, and become wiry, it would be 
equally valuable, and periiaps superior to timothy. It creates an extremely 
tough sward, but is soon killed by being close fed. An abundant crop of 
coarse and tall weeds takes its place. 

In the meadows, bottoms, and wet prairies, are observed a great variety 
of grasse^fmolt of them nondescripts. Some, no doubt, would be found 
worthy of cultivation, and the rather so, as they are naturalized to the 
soil and climate. Above all countries, this is the land of flowers. In 
the season every prairie is an immense flower garden. In the early stages 
of spring, rises a generation of flowers, whose prevalent tint is peach- 
blow. The next is a deeper red. Then succeeds the yellow, and to the 
latest period of autumn, the prairies exhibit a brilliant golden hue. 

37 



Digitized by 



Google 



290 Missouiti. 

This state spreads a wide belt, on which are found many tiBes and 
^nibs, different from those common in the more southern parts of the 
valley- They differ, also, from those in the same latitudes on the Ohio* 
Crab apple trees, pawpaws, and persimons, are abundant. We have no 
where seen such quantities of red and yellow prairie plums. Wild hops 
cover whole prairies. Peccans, hazlenuts, and nuts of the different tribes 
of the hickories, are found in great abundance. There are three species 
of the vine common in all parts of the country. The first is the June 
grape, that ripens in that month. It is small, sweet, and uncommon; not 
being found except in untrodden islands in the rivers, or remote places 
beyond the reach of domestic animals. The French formerly made a 
pleasant wine from it. It ought to be more known. The summer grape 
is small, purple, and a tolerably rich fruit in the month of October. — 
When carefully dried in the sun, these grapes are not much inferior to 
raisins. When ripe, they are too dry to make wine. The winter grape 
is small, austere, and sour. When matured by the winter frosts, it be- 
comes tolerably pleasant. 

From the temperature of the climate, the warmth and looseness of the 
soil, and more than all the dryness of the atmosphere, we would suppose 
this country as favorable for the cultivation of tlie vine, as any other in 
the United States. The atmosphere is drier here than in Ohio, Kentucky, 
and Indiana. The fault of the fruit thorc, is to prow too nbundant nnd 
succulent. The few attempts, that have been made to cultivate the vine 
here, warrant the conclusion, that one day the southern exposures of the 
gentle eminences will be covered with vines. All the fruits of the 
northern and middle states thrive in an uncommon degree. The apple 
tree attains its utmost developement and beauty. An inhabitant from 
the northern states is struck with surprise, to see this tree in three 
years from the time of its transplanting, and as soon as it attains the size 
of a man^s wrist, loading itself with fruit. Peach trees break down from 
the weight of their fruit. Pear trees, apricots, and nectarines, though 
they have been introduced in but few instances, prosper. This seems to 
be the native country of fruit trees. Few attempts have yet been made 
to inoculate and engrail good kinds of fruit trees, and every thing in most 
instances, has been lefl to nature. Apples are already afiunAmt in the 
older settlements. Barley yields a fine crop; and it is hoped, that not 
many years will elaj)se, before beer and porter, drinks so proper for this 
hot climate, will take the place of that murderer both of soul and body, 
whiskey. The mulberry tree is common in the woods ; and this is, un- 
doubtedly, among the best of the middle climates for breeding the silk 
worm, and making silk. In short, every production of the northern aad 
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middle states thrives here. The heats of summer and the dryness of the 
atmosphere peculiarly fit this soil for the cultivation of tlic medicinal 
plants, rhubarb, pal ma christi, and the poppy. 

Animals, Bears, wolves, and panthers, are as common, as in the more 
southern regions. The prairie wolf, the most mischievous of the species, 
is but too frequent. Buffaloes and elk are only found in the prairies 
beyond the limits of this state. Deer, as the Indians retire, and as cul- 
tivation becomes more common, are seen to increase in numbers. They 
are so frequently noted, from four to twenty in a drove, even in the 
immediate vicinity of the populous villages, as to be no objects of curi- 
osity. That large and mischievous species of the mole, called gopher, is 
extremely annoying on the prairies and barrens. It is seldom seen on 
the timbered bottoms. These animals live in communities, in the vicinity 
of which they raise thousands of eminences. They form these eminences 
by removing the earth from their holes, by a pouch with which nature has 
furnished them, on each side of their mouth. They are extremely mis- 
chievous in com and potatoe fields; and in gardens they prey upon all 
kinds of bulbous roots. Their bite is said to be poisonous. The prairie 
dog begins to be seen in the western extremities of this state. 

Rattle snakes, copper heads, and ground vipers are found in the unset- 
tled regions; and especially near the flint knobs and iedgy hills. The 
small and pernicious rattle snakes, called snappers, live in great numbers 
in particular places on the prairies. Poisonous reptiles are not so com- 
mon, as in unsettled regions of the same latitude, where the country is 
generally timbered. Burning the prairies undoubtedly destroys multi- 
tudes of them. The ponds, lakes, and rivers, during the spring and 
autumn, and during the migrating season of water fowls, are literally 
covered with swans, pelicans, cranes, geese, brants and ducks, of all the 
tribes and varieties. Many of these fowls rear their young on the islands 
and sandbars of the large rivers. In the autumn multitudes of them 
are killed for their quills, feathers, and flesh. The birds called quails in 
^ew England, and partridges here, are numerous, as is also a bird, some- 
what larger than a domestic hen, called tlie prairie-hen. In tlie autumns 
of some seasons they are seen hovering over tlie com fields in flocks of , 
hundreds. They are easily taken, and when fat are fine for the table. 
There are two hriror and still more beautiful species of the grouse tribe, 
ro'in'l f <*• i?n ^^io >T*-^oTiri. Turtle doves are always numerous, as in 
some s.- Mj .s ;i:'e ''i • v :'•' m,- .'*■■-•, >.u ^ > i- % ;r?-' n.'^ n^-t ro common as 
in the country farther south ; or the more settled and cultivated regions of 
the north. It Ls a striking fact, that they become more common in any 
region, as cultivation advances. The robin red breast is seen in flocks in 
the autumn, but does not rear its young here. The magpie,or French 
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black bird, that is so frequently heard chattering its notes in the meadows 
of New England in spring, has only been observed here since the country 
has begun lo be peopled and cultivated. The red bird, or Virginia 
nightingale, rears its young, and spend:? the winter here, and on a mild 
day in winter its mild whistle is delightful in the deep forests. The blue 
bird is heard in all the mild days of winter. The beautiful parroquet 
frequents the sycamore bottoms, and poorly compensates by the extieme 
beauty of its plumage for the injury it does the orchards. 

The domestic animab are the same, as elsewhere in the United States. 
The wide prairies every where covered with grass, invite the raising of 
cattle. Many of the farmers possess great droves; and they may be 
roultipHed to an indefinite extent. The cattle arc fine, and the beef good. 
When the same attention is here bestowed upon rearing the best kind of 
horses, that is given to the subject by the Pennsylvania farmer, that noble 
animal will be raised in the utmost perfection. Sheep prosper, nor does 
the fleece degenerate. North of 40°, on the prairies between the Missouri 
and Mississippi, shepherds will one day find their homes, and their sheep 
will yield the finest and best wool. At present the wolf is a fatal enemy 
to them; and the number of weeds that bear burs is so great, that their 
fleeces become matted and tangled with them; and, in detaching, the 
staple of the fleece is injured. Swine are raised with greater facility, 
than in Ohio. Hickory and acorn bearing trees are more abundant than 
in that state. On the whole, for rearing cattle, sheep, and horses, this 
state and Illinois have advantages over any other of the western states. 

Agriculture, There is no country, in which a farm is made with less 
difficulty, or where tillage is more easy. A great proportion of the land 
is fit for the plough The soil is easy to work. The greatest obstacle in 
the way of present farming is the want of good fencing materials. Stones 
are seldom to be found, and no where, except in quarries and ledges; and 
when found, they are not used for the purpose of fencing. Unless forests 
are planted, there will soon be an absolute want of a sufficiency of any 
kind of timber for fencing. The substitute ought to be found in hedges. 
Whenever the farmers of this country understand their true interests, 
they will immediately commence the planting of hedges. The subject 
has as yet engaged the contemplation of only a few intelligent husband- 
men. They have thought that the native gooseberry, which here grows 
wild, and of a tangled luxuriance, unknown in the country east of the 
AUeghanies, would be sufficiently thorny and impenetrable for a hedge. 
Others have recommended the thorny locust, or acacia^ the crab apple 
tree, the privet, a most beautiful shrub of the laurel class, used in the 
middle states to form borders and walks. There seems no good reason, 
why the British hawthorn, or the Columbian thorn should not be adopted 
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for this purpose. It would grow here more rapidly, than in Pennsylvania 
and Delaware, wliere it soon becomes a fence sufficient to turn cattle. 
The beauty of a wheat field in full verdure in autumn, in contrast with 
the brown of the prairies is a striking feature in the cultivated landscape. 
It would be more so, when its outline was skirted with a living and ver- 
dant hedge. The planting of the Alleghany white pine and the chesnut 
ought also to be objects of immediate attention. The scarcity of wood 
and timber imperiously calls upon those, who have any thought for the 
generati ons to come, to attend to this sort of improvement. 

Houses^ 4^ But a few years since, a house of better structure, than 
a temporary log cabin was a rare object. The ease of obtaining subsist- 
ence was so great, and there was for a considerable time so little emula- 
tion among the people, that they hardly consulted comfort, much less 
ornament. Most of the first settlers were backwoodsmen, used to 
the hardships of a laborious life. Indolent, and satisfied with the supply 
of the most common wants of nature, they lived in open and miserable 
habitations which neither excluded the rain, heat, or cold. It was a long 
time, before the country had mills, and the materials for building bore a 
high price. Sites for water mills are not common. But such have been 
found. Mills on the principle of the inclined plane, and steam mills have 
been commenced. Good houses have been reared, not only in the towns 
and villages, but in the country. Log cabins and log houses arc disap- 
pearing in all directions, and better houses are taking their place. Rival- 
ry and emulation have been inspired; and the people have been oflen 
tempted to build more showy houses than were requisite either for com- 
fort, or conformity to the circumstances of the builder. Brick and stone 
houses, have been generally preferred. 

CUmate. Soon after we descend below the mouth of the Ohio, the 
climate begins to verge towards a southern one. This state occupies a 
medial position, and has a temperature intermediate between that of New 
York and Louisiana. From the circumstance, that the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi spreads like an inunense inclined plane, towards the gulf of 
Mexico, it results, that north and south winds alternate through this 
valley. This fact applies most strongly to the immediate valley of the 
Mississippi. As the prevailing winds blow either up, or down the valley, 
the changes are great and sudden. When the breeze for any length of 
time descends the Misssissippi the weather becomes cold ; and if the 
same direction of the wind continues for successive days, and it be 
winter, the Missouri and the Mississippi are frozen, and the mercury falls 
below zero. After this wind has prevailed for a length of time, the op- 
posite wind gets the ascendency again; and it is not uncommon to have 
days, when one can sit at the open window, with comfort, in January. 
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Hence the climate is extremely fickle and variable. The transitions are 
so rapid, as not only to be unconifortabley but to have an onfayorable ef- 
fect upon the constitution. But the country is always exempt from 
those damp, and if it be winter, piercing north-east breezes, that prevail so 
much on the Atlantic shore. 

The winter commences about Christmas, and is frequently so severe, as 
to bridjie the miglity current of the Missouri so firmly, that it may be 
passed for many weeks with loaded teams. In the winter of 1818, this 
was the cnse for nine weeks. During this period, however, there are 
often truly warm days, with a sky perfectly brilliant, and destitute of that 
leaden hue, which it has at the same period on tlic Atlantic shore. Snow 
seldom falls more than six inches deep; and generally does no more than 
cover the ground, disappearing after two or tliree days. Its severity 
ceases with February. Tiirougli the months of March and April, there are 
frequent summer days, and the trees sometimes blossom in the former 
month. But it seldom happens, that there are not alternations of cold 
even into May. On the whole, instead of the climate becoming more 
mild, as we advance west on the same parallel, it is believed, that the 
reverse is the case. The greater part of the summer is intensely hot. 
The country is bare and open to the full influence of the sun. The soil, 
moreover, is of a warm and sandy texture; strongly imbibing the sun's 
rays. The sky for the greater part of the summer is brilliant and cloud- 
less. All these circumstances concur to give this country a warm sum- 
mer. Nevertheless the openness of tlie country, and its freedom from 
mountains which impede the course of the winds, always creates more or 
less of a breeze, which tempers the heat, and renders it more endurable. 

Another circumstance, which distinguishes this climate &om most 
others on our continent, is its extreme dryness and purity. Evaporation 
takes place with great rapidity. It differs in this respect from the wood- 
ed valley of the Ohio, and still more from that of the Mississippi below 
the mouth of the Ohio. Polished steel, in the southern parts of the Mis- 
sissippi valley, contracts rust in a few hours, and the dews are like rains. 
The three years, 1816, U7 and '18, gave an average of only fifly cloudy 
days in the season, and not more than twenty-five that were rainy. The 
average amount of rain, that falls in Missouri, does not exceed eighteen 
inches a year. There are exceptions, however, as in the year 1811,conunon- 
ly called by the French Vannee dcs eaujt, in which year it was thought, 
there fell more than foity inches, Tiie two great rivers that year filled their 
bottoms, in some places, quite to the bluffs j and tlieir courses were often 
five or six miles wide. The Missouri country may be pronounced, in 
the general a dry one. The steady rains are from the south-west. The 
long rains that occur in the Atlantic country without thunder, seldom 
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happen here. The summer rains are generally thunder showers. They 
rise near the courses of the great rivers, and appear to be supplied by 
evaporation from them. The lightning is vivid, and the thunder loud 
and frequent. The autumn of Missouri, in common with the whole 
Mississippi valley, is serene temperate and delightful. 

Such is the general aspect of the climate. But in a country so large, 
and open, seasons sometimes occur very wide from this general character. 
The uniformity of the autumns is indeed almost invariable. But the 
general character of this climate is, that less reliance can be placed upon 
the analogy of the past, as a clue to the future, than on almost any other, 
of which we have read. 

Salubrity of the country. When it was first settled by the Americans, 
there were some years of extraordinary mortality, which acquired for the 
country a character of sickliness. A part of this fatality may be fairiy 
attributed to the circumstance, that the immigrants were unsheltered, ex- 
cept by miserable hovels; and that there were few mills to supply the 
people with bread. The diet was changed. The modes of life were 
changed. The people were imprudent and exposed. The season was 
uncommonly rainy. On the level lands and in the hollows rested 
immense quantities of stagnant water, which escaped only by the evapo- 
ration of a powerful sun. One or two sickly seasons have occurred since. 
In the neighborhood of inundated bottoms, where waters escape during 
the floods from the rivers, and are retained in the gullies and ponds in 
tli^ vicinity of small lakes, and stagnant waters, the effect is the same 
here, as elsewhere; with the added inconvenience, that the heats of sum- 
mer, and the powerful evaporation, consequent upon the heat and dry- 
ness of the atmosphere, increase the noxious activity of the causes of 
disease. Whenever an unacclimated family fixes itself in the vicinity of 
such collections of water, it may calculate upon sickness. Intermitting 
fevers are the consequence of inhaling the miasm of swamps and decay- 
ing vegetation, the change of temperature from the coolness of the night 
to the heats of day, exposure to the hea\7dews, and various other mixed 
causes. Intermittents are tlie most common diseases of the country. 
The tendency of all complaints in the summer is to assume a bihous 
type. Bilious fevers are apt to prevail in the autumn. In some seasons 
they are endemic in particular districts. They sometimes take the form 
of continued fevers, and are then dangerous. More frequently they are 
remittents, and when properly managed, yield readily to medicine. If 
the attendance of a judicious physician is early and constant, they are sel- 
dom fatal. Pleurisy and lung fevers sometimes prevail in the winter. 
Pulmonic complaints attended with cough and terminating in consump- 
tion, notwithstanding the inconstancy of the weather, are uncommon. 
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There is no doubt, that increase of population and cultivation by draining' 
stagnant waters, and removing the redundant vegetation, directly tendsr 
to increase the salubrity of a new country. In process of time this must 
become a healthy country. It can not be accounted a sickly one at pres- 
ent. Except in deep bottoms, and unfavorable situations, the chances of 
life and health are as favorable here, as in most countries, which are re- 
puted healthy. 

Scenery^ Roads, S^c. The hills, or, as they are called, the Ozaric 
mountains of the mine country, are sufficiently precipitous and grand, to 
add the sublimity of mountain scenery to the prospect. In the bottoms 
and along the mountain streams contrary to the common assertion in 
books, the soil has uncommon fertility ; and we have not witnessed scenery 
of a character more solitary, wild and beautiful, than in the mine country. 
Along all the considerable water courses there are those blufi^, that in 
the western country mark the alluvial outline of streams. In some places, 
especially on the Upper Mississippi, they swell to high hills, which run 
out at right angles from the river, and seem like mountainous waves of 
the sea, suddenly arrested and fixed. Compared with the northern states, 
and these partial exceptions aside, the habitable part of Missouri is one 
vast plain. We have already described the prairies of the west. All know, 
that the name is a French one, importing a meadow. Those, who have 
not seen a prairie may easily form a conception of one. Yet the grandest 
objects of nature will not excite more surprize in the mind of a traveller 
from the Atlantic states, than the first view of a prairie. Riding day 
after day, through forests, where the small improvements made in the 
wilderness scarcely interrupt the unbroken continuity of woods, be opens 
at once upon the view of a boundless horizon. He beholds outstretched 
under his eye a perfectly level plain, of the most soft and beautifiil ver- 
dure, covered with flowers of every scent and hue. Here and there in 
the skirts of the prairies, and often in their centre are clumps of oaks pec- 
cans and black walnuts disposed in forms so regular, and generally 
circular, as can not fail to fill the eye of an admirer of the ancient style 
of gardening. He is unprepared for a view in such strong contrast with 
the dark and lonely forests. It is impossible to convey by description 
the impression, which these views create. In the vast prairies, or on the 
verge of the blufls, that overlook them, taking into view the verdant 
ocean of grass, the vast rivers rolling their mighty masses of waters through 
the dark forests, the romantic hills stretching away in the distance; and 
here and there a cabin, or a house throwing up its column of smoke, and 
the cattle, horses and sheep, sleeping about it, this country fumiibes 
enchanting landscapes for the pencil. 
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There are as yet few roads, that are wrought. * Nature has been more 
indulgent to this country, in this respect, than perhaps to any other. It 
is neither a boundless sandy plain, nor a tame and level prairie; but a 
diversified surface of gentle hills and easy slopes. Wherever the current 
of passing has marked a road, it is generally a good one. If a person in 
a carriage is dissatisfied with the beaten one, he selects one for himself, 
and can travel with ease, in most instances, through the untrodden forest. 
The roads are passable at all times of the year; and seldom muddy more 
than two or three days in succession. This circumstance eminently 
distinguishes this country from that on the Ohio. 

Minerals^ Fossils, ^c. The Rocky Mountains, which are a continua- 
tion of the mineral mountains of New Mexico, so abundant in the precious 
metals, probably contain them too. Travellers, who have ascended the 
Missouri to its sources, say that gold dust is mingled with its sands, at 
the mouth of the Roche Jaune, or Yellow Stone. Fossil coal is found 
in great abundance along the Missouri. It abounds near St Charles and 
St. Louis. The extent of the veins, and the quality of the coal have not 
been much tested. In a region so bare of wood, these internal provisions 
for that deficiency will one day be thoroughly explored, and found to 
constitute one of its essential resources. Most beautiful specimens of 
plaster are brought from the Platte. Immense bodies of iron are found 
in Believue, on Big River and its waters, and in various points back of 
Herculaneum, and on the St. Francis and Black Rivers; and iron ore is 
indicated in all points of this state. Manganese, zinc, antimony, and 
cobalt are dug along with lead ore in the lead mines. Red and white 
chalk, flint, ochres of different colors, common salt, nitre, steatite, marl, 
plumbago, porphyry, jasper, chalcedony, ponderous barytes, and pumice 
stone are found in the country. It is affirmed, that cinnabar, or the red 
ores of mercury, are found here. Marble and blue lime stone abound; 
and the lime made from it is of tlie best quality. Porcelain clay of the 
finest quality abounds near Cape Girardeau. Along the banks of the 
Missouri, in many places, the blufis are composed of thin, smooth, and 
perfectly regular strata of rock, apparently composed of iron and lime 
stone. They resemble slate, and it is believed would answer the same 
purpose for covering houses. The flint knobs are curiosities. They 
abound in the south-west part of the state, and along the Upper Missis- 
sippi. They are frequently in the shape of cones, rising 300 feet with a 
base often less than a mile in diameter. They are composed of siliceous 
masses of stone, among which are thousands of jieche, or arrow stonesi 
which serve the Indians for gun flints. Pumice stones of the most beau- 
tiful specimens are often seen floating on the Missouri. The Indian pipe 
stone, so abundant on the river Sf. Peter, is said to be found in this state. 

38 
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* It is of a beautiful dark red color, and receives a polish equal to alabaster. 
Pyrite of copper is found dispersed over the country in various places. 
The river Cuitre was so named by the French, from supposing, that its 
banks abounded in copper ore. Masses of pure, malleable copper, 
weighing from three to ten pounds, are shown as native curiosities. — 
Splendid specimens of crystal are often discovered. 

But the mineral, for which this region is more particularly noted, is 
that of lead. Lead ore is dug in various parts of the state ; and there is 
no doubt, but it may be found every where in a line of hills, reaching 
from the Illinois lead mines, near Rock River, quite across the Missouri. 
These mines will more properly be described under the head of the 
state of lUinois. In speaking of the lead mines of Missouri, we shall 
confine ourselves to those which are in the county of Washington and 
the region contiguous. This district extends nearly an hundred miles in 
length, and forty miles in width; though discoveries, as they are called, 
are constantly making in the regions adjoining, in the one direction quite 
to the Missouri, and in tlie other to White River. But the principal 

* diggings' are included in an extent of fifteen miles in one direction and 
thirty in the other. The centre of this district is from 50 to 70 miles 
south-west from St. Louis, and little more than half that distance from 
Herculaneum on the Mississippi, and from 30 to 50 from St. Genevieve. 
The lead is principally wagoned from the mines to both places, to be 
thence transported down the Mississippi, and up the Ohio. A great 
number of wagons are constantly employed in this occupation. This 
tract is abundantly watered by Big River and its branches. No part of 
the country west of the Mississippi is watered by a greater number of 
clear and full mountain streams. These streams are branches of Big 
River, which is itself one of the principal branches of the Maramec. 
The hills, or mountains lie in alternate ridges. Some are sterile; and 
some have a rich and productive soil. The vallies between them are 
almost uniformly fertile. The declivity of one ridge is covered with 
masses of crystalized spar of every form and size. This is called *min- 
eral blossom.' Most beautiful samples may be easily selected from this 
infinite variety. It is the custom not to dig where it lies on the snrftce. 
The ore is sought where this spar is found about two feet below the surfiice. 
The earth is of a bright colour between red and yellow, and the ore is 
generally found imbedded in rock and hard gravel. 

It is remarkable; that although a vast extent has been dug over, through 
all tliis district, nothing like a continued vein has yet been found. At a 
depth ofnearly 80 feet, to which Mr. Austin sunk a shaft, a vein was found, 
which .seemed to have more resemblance to those continued veins, or mat- 
rices of ore, where, in the language of mineralogists, the ore is m n<m 
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or in place. But the water came in upon this digging, and it was aban- 
doned. Of all the immense amounts of lead, that have been smelted 
here, the ore hat hitherto been found in detached masses, not in situ; and 
apparently transported there by some inexplicable and prodigious changes 
that have changed the structure of the earth in all this region. These 
masses are found ^^ith every degree of dip to the horizon, and from two 
to twenty feet below the surface. The operative miners lease a certain 
tract of land, which is staked out to them. They fall to digging upon this 
spot. Sometimes a single man will dig a ton of ore in a day; and again 
he will dig a week without lighting upon a single pound. The digging 
itself is a species of gambling; and there are few miners who are not 
steadily addicted to this practice. Immorality is naturally inspired by 
the pursuit, so like gambling itself; and by all that is seen, or felt in 
example. Few attempts have yet been made to mine upon scientific 
principles. Adventurers go as fancy directs them. There are creeds of 
mineralogy peculiar to these wild people; and not a few believe implicitly 
in bletonism, or the mysteries of the divining rod. Some, who have long 
resided here, and observed keenly, and noted the circumstances that 
usually accompany the finding of ore, have acquired a great fund of 
practical knowledge upon the subject. Discoveries are continually 
making, and the adventurers flock from one place to another, according 
as the fame of recent success has blazoned it. The names of the prin- 
cipal diggings are as follow : Barton, Shibboleth, Lebaum^s, Old Mines, 
Bryan's, Pratt's, Robbins', Astraddle, La Motte, a Joe, Renault's, New 
Diggings, Liberty, Canon's, Silver's, A. Martin, &c. The business of 
digging has increased, and diminished, many times, according to the 
changing circumstances of the country. Fifly diggings are occupied. 
Something more than 3,000,000 pounds are annually smelted, giving 
employment to nearly 1,200 hands. The ore is principally of that class 
called galena^ and is very rich, yielding from 75 to 80 percent. So much 
lead remains in the slag, that there are people who purchase it, to smelt 
it anew. A considerable portion of arsenic is driven from the lead while 
it is smelting. The fumes of the smelting masses of ore are poisonous; 
and cattle die from licking the slag that is thrown out. In digging the 
lead ore, zinc, calamine, and manganese are dug with it, and are thrown 
by as useless. Barytes is also conomon among the lead ore. Its great 
specific gravity, ife whiteness, and susceptibility, of being ground to an 
impalpable powder, render it a valuable addition to white lead. The 
quality of the paint is supposed to be improved by the addition. The 
manufacture of red lead has been attempted. But the making of white 
lead, or even sheet lead has not been carried to any extent. Shot towers 
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are erected at Herculaneum and at other places; and great qaantities are 
exported. The mine country is remarkable for its salubrity, the number 
of its sites for water mills, the fertility of its soil, and the enterprise of its 
farmers. No part of the country, west of the Mississippi, so earnestly 
invites manufactures, especially those of lead. Those of iron have been 
commenced on a large scale. These mines, if worked to the extent of 
which they are capable, would not only supply lead enough for the United 
States, but for the world. The country where the diggings have been 
made, exhibits a curious spectacle. Coarse and dilapidated air fumaceSy 
immense piles of slags, and all the accompaniments of smelting, show 
in how many deserted places these operations have been performed. The 
earth thrown up in the diggings contains portions of oxided minerals, 
and acquires in the air a brilliant reddish hue; and the numberless excav- 
ations have the appearance of being graves for giants. It is an hundred 
years since the French began to dig lead ore in this region. Salt is made 
in large quantities at Boone^s Lick, near St. Grenevieve, and Herculaneum. 
Rwert. This state takes its name from the Missouri, whicb 
empties into the Mississippi on its eastern limit. This ia by far the 
largest tributary of the Mississippi, bringing down more water than the 
Upper Mississippi itself. In fact, it is a longer river than the Mississippi, 
from its farthest source to the Mexican gulf. There are many circum- 
stances which render it one of the most interesting rivers; and it is clearly 
the longest tributary stream on the globe. Many have thought that &om 
its length, the amount of its waters, and the circumstance of its commu- 
nicating its own character, in every respect, to the Mississippi below the 
junction, it ought to have been considered the main river, and to have 
continued to bear its own name to the sea. In opposition to this claim, 
we remark, that the valley of the Missouri seems, in the grand scale of 
conformation, to be secondary to the Mississippi. The Missouri has not 
the general direction of that river, which it joins nearly at right angles. 
The valley of the Mississippi is wider than that of the Missouri, and the 
the river is broader. The course of the river, and the direction of the 
valley are the same, above and below the junction of the Missouri. — 
From these, and many other considerations, the 'father of watts' seems 
feirly entitled to his name. 

The Missouri has a course of between 4 and 500 miles in this state, 
and the whole of the remainder in tlie territory of Missouri. It seems 
proper, therefore, that we should give a general description of this river, 
as belonging to this state. Its prodigious length of course, its uncommoo 
turbidness, its impetuous and wild cliaracter, and the singular countiy 
through which it runs, impart to it a natural grandeur belonging to the 
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suUime. We liave never crossed it, without experiencing a feeling of 
that sort; nor without a stretch of the imagination, to trace it along its 
immense distances, through its distant regions to the lonely and stupen- 
dous mountains from which it springs. 

It rises in the Rocky Mountains, nearly in the same parallel with the 
Mississippi. The most authentic information of the sources of this 
mighty river, is from its first intrepid American discoverers, Liowis and 
Clarke. What may properly be called the Missouri, seems to be formed 
by three considerable branches, which unite not far from the bases of the 
principal ranges of the mountains. To the northern they gave the name 
of Jefferson, to the middle, Gallatin, and to the southern, Madison. — 
Each of these branches fork again into a number of small mountain 
streams. It is but a short distance from some of these to the head waters 
of the Columbia, on the other side of the mountains. A person may 
drink firom the spring sources of each, without travelling more than a 
mile. After this junction, the river continues a considerable distance to 
be still a foaming mountain torrent. It then spreads into a broad and 
comparatively gentle stream full of islands. Precipitous peaks of black- 
ish rock frown^over the river, in perpendicular elevations of 1,000 feet. 
The mountains, whose bases it sweeps, are covered with terebinthines, 
such as pines, cedars, and firs; and mountain sheep are seen bounding on 
their summits, where they are apparently inaccessible. In this dis- 
tance the mountains have an aspect of inexpressible loneliness and 
grandeur. 

The river then becomes almost a continued cataract for a distance of 
about 17 miles. In this distance its perpendicular descent is 862 feet. 
The first fall is 98 feet; the second, 19; the third, 47; the fourth 26. 
It continues rapid for a long distance beyond. Not far below these falls, 
enters Marians River from the north. This is a very considerable stream. 
Still farther down on the opposite side, enter Dearborn and Fancy, each 
about 150 yards wide. Manoles 100, Big Horn 100, Muscle Shell 100, 
Big Dry 400, Dry 100, Porcupine 112; all these enter from the south 
side. Below thes^ enters the Roche Jaune or Yellow Stone, probably 
the largest tributary of the Missouri. It rises in the same ranges of 
mountains with the main river, and has many points of resemblance to it 
It enters from the south by a mouth 850 yards wide. It is a broad, 
deep, and sweeping river; and at its junction appears the largest of the 
two. Its course is commonly calculated at 1,600 miles. But the sizes 
and lengths of all these tributaries are probably overrated. Its shores, 
for a long distance above its entrance, are heavily timbered, and its 
bottoms wide, and of the finest soil. Its entrance is deemed to be 1,880 
miles above the mouth of the Missouri; and was selected by the govern- 
ment, as an eligible situation for a military post, and an extensive settle- 
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ment. White bears, elk, and mountain sheep are the principal animals 
seen along this part of the river. 

At the point of junction with the Yellow Stone, the Missouri has wide 
and fine bottoms. Unfortunately, its banks are for the most part destitute 
of timber, and this for a long series of years will prevent its capacity for 
habitancy. White earth river from the north is a small stream. Goose 
River, 300 yards wide, comes in from the south side. Little Missouri is 
shallow and rapid, and is about 130 yards wide. Knife River comes in 
from the south side, just above the Mandan villages. Cannon ball River 
enters from the south side, and is 140 yards wide. Winnipenhu, south 
side. Sewarsema, south side. Chienne is represented to be boatable 
nearly 800 miles, and enters from the south side, by a mouth 400 yards 
wide; Tyber's River enters from the same side. White River, boatable 
600 miles south side, is a very beautiful stream, and has a mouth 300 
yards wide. Poncas, south side. Qui-Courre, a fine stream with a 
short course, south side, and Riviere, a Jaque, a noted resort for traders 
and trappers; White Stone; Big Sioux, and Floyd's Rivers. La Platte 
enters from the south, and has a longer course, than any other river of the 
Missouri. It rises in the same ranges of moimtains with the parent 
stream, and measured by its meanders, is supposed to have a course of 
2,000 miles, before it joins that river. It is nearly a mile in width as its 
entrance; but is, at its name imports shallow, and not boatable except at 
its highest flood. Nodawa, north side. Little Platte north side. Kansas, 
is a large tributary from the south, has a course of 1,200 miles; and is 
boatable most of the distance. Blue Water, and two or three small streams 
below, come in on the south side. Grand river is a large, long and deep 
stream, boatable for a great distance, and enters on the north side. The 
Charatons, come in on the same side. The La Mine enters on the south 
side. Bonne Femme and Manitou, enter on the north side, and Salt river 
on the south. 

The Osage, which enters on the south side, is a large, and very impor- 
tant stream of the Missouri, boatable 660 miles, and interlocks with the 
waters of the Arkansas. Three or four inconsiderable streams enter on 
the opposite side, as Miry, Otter and Cedar rivers. On the south side en- 
ters the Gasconade, boatable for sixty-six mile^, and is important for hav- 
ing on its banks extensive pine forests, from which the great supply of 
plank and timber, of that kind is brought to St. Charles and St. Louis. 
On the south side, below the Gasconade are a number of inconsiderable 
rivers, as BuiSalo, St. John's, Wood River, and Bonhomme; and on the 
other side, the Charette, Femme Osage, and one or two other small 
branches, before it precipitates itself into the Mississippi. 

The bottoms of this river have a character, very distinguishable from 
those of the Vippet Missisippi. They are higher not so wet, more sandy 
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with trees which are not so large, but taller and straighler. Its alluvions 
something nanower j that is to say, having for the first &ve hundred 
miles a medial width of something more than four miles. Its bluflfe, 
like those of the other river, are generally lime stone, but not so perpen- 
dicular; and have more tendency to run into the mamelle form. The 
bottoms abound with deer, turkeys and small game. The river seldom 
overflows any part of its banks, in this distance. It is-little inclined to be 
swampy. There are much fewer lakes, bayous, and small ponds, than 
along the Mississippi. Prairies are scarcely seen on the banks of the 
river, within the distance of the first four hundred miles of its course. 
They are heavily timbered, and yet from the soflness of the wood, easily 
cleared. The water, though uncommonly turbid with a whitish earth, 
which it holds in suspension, soon and easily settles, and is then remark- 
ably pure, pleasant and healthy. The river is so rapid and sweeping in 
its course, and its bed is composed of such masses of sand, that it is con- 
tinually shifting its sand bars. A chart of the river, as it runs this year, 
gives little ground for calculation in navigating it the next. It has nu- 
merous islands, and generally near them is the most diflicult to be stem- 
med. Still more than the Mississippi below its mouth, it tears up in one 
place, and deposits in another; and makes more powerful and frequent 
changes in its channel, than any other western river. 

Its bottoms are considerably settled for a distance of four hundred 
miles above its mouth. That of Charaton is the highest compact settle- 
ment. But the largest and most populous settlement in the state is that 
called Boone's Lick or Franklin county. Indeed, there are American 
settlers, here and there, on the bottoms, above Platte, and far beyond the 
limits of the state of Missouri. Above the Platte the open and prairie 
character of the country begins to develope. The prairies come quite in 
to the banks of the river; and stretch from it indefinitely, in naked grass 
plains, where the traveller may wander for days, without seeing either 
wood or water. The * Council BluflTs' are an important military station, 
about six hundred miles up the Missouri. Beyond this point commen- 
ces a country of great interest and grandeur and denominated, by way of 
eminence, the Upper Missouri. The country is composed of vast and al- 
most boundless grass plains, through which stretch the Platte, the Yellow 
Stone, and the other rivers of this ocean of grass. The savages of this 
region have a peculiar physiognomy and modes of life. It is a country, 
where conmience new tribes of plants. It is the home of buflaloes, elk, 
white bears, antelopes and mountain sheep. Sometimes the river washes 
the bases of the dark hill of a friable and crumbling soil. Here are found, 
as Lewis and Clark, and other respectable travellers relate, large and sin- 
gular petrifactions, both animal and vegetable. On the top of one of 
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these hills ihey found the petrified skeleton of ajinge fish, forty five feet 
in len^h. The herds of the gregarious animals, particularly the buifaloes, 
are innumerable. Such is the general character of the country, until we 
c<Mne in contact with the spurs of the Rocky Mountains. 

As far as the limits of the state, this river is capable of supporting a 
dense population, for a considerable distance from its banks. Above 
those limits it is generally too destitute of wood, to become habitable by 
any other people, than hunters and shepherds. All the great tributaries 
of this river are copies, more, or less exact, of the parent- stream. One 
general remark applies to the whde country. The rivers have narrow 
margins of fertility. The country as it recedes firom the river, becomes 
more and more arid, sandy and destitute of water, until it approximates 
in character the sandy deserts of Arabia. 

The Osage, is one of the principal tributaries of the Missouri in this 
state. It comes in on the south side of the Missouri, one hundred and 
thirty miles above its junction with the Mississippi. At its mouth it is 
nearly four hundred yards wide. Its general course is from south to 
north; and the best cotton country in the state of Missouri is on its head 
waters. Its principal branches are Mary^s, Big Bone, Yungar, Potatoe, 
and Grand Fork rivers. Yungar is nearly as large, as the parent stream; 
and is navigable for small crafls, except at its grand cascade, for nearly 
an hundred miles. The cascade is a great cataract of ninety feet fall. 
When the river is full, the roar is heard far through the desert. It is a fine 
country, through which the river runs. The banks are timbered, and 
abound with game, particularly bears. An interesting missionary station 
is situated on its waters. This station is under the care of the * Ameri' 
can Board of Foreign Missions,^ and has many Indian children in its 
school ; and it is in a flourishing condition. The Maramec is a beautiful 
river, wtdch runs through the mineral region, and enters the Mississip^M 
eighteen miles below St. Louis. It is between t^vo and three hundred 
yards wide at its mouth; and beatable in time of high waters 200 mOes. 
Big river, Bourbon, and Negro Fork are branches of this river, which in 
their turn are fed by numerous mountain streams. Bonhomme is an in- 
considerable stream, and enters the Missouri twenty-eight miles above its 
mouth. We have already named the Gasconade, so important to this 
country from the supplies of pine plank and lumber, with which it fur- 
nishes the country below it. There is a great number of considerable 
streams, which enters the Missouri and the Mississippi from the south, 
whose names we have already mentioned. The principal are the swash- 
ing, Gabourie, Saline end Apple Creek. St Francis and White River 
with their numerous branches rise in this state. Above St. Louis on the 
eastern limits of the state, a number of considerable rivers enter the 
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Upper Mississippi, as Dardenne, Cuivre, Salt River, and Two Rivers. — 
Of these, Salt River is the most considerable, having a boatable course of 
40 or 50 miles. This river waters as fine a tract of country as any in the 
state. The lands are also excellent about Two Rivers. There are fifty 
other streams in the state that, in the winter carry considerable water, and 
in summer become dry. This circumstance, common to the smaller 
streams over all the west, is peculiarly so here, where the intense ardor of 
the summer^s sun, the sandy nature of the soil, the unfrequency of sum> 
mer rains,the dryness of the atmosphere and tlie untimbered and open face of 
the country, all conspire to dry up all streams, but those that are supplied 
by perennial springs, or by continued ranges of high hills. From this 
cause, and from the levelness of the general face of the country, mill 
seats, commanding a lasting water power, are uncommon. It is well 
known, that western husbandmen universally prefer a spring to a well, 
where they can obtain tlie one or the other. It is considered an essential 
requisite, in the capability of a tract of land to be settled, that it should 
have a spring on it. There are, however, large tracts of the richest land 
in this state so level, as to be incapable of springs ; and here the farmers 
are obliged to resort to wells. 

Game^ S^c, The hunter will find in no country a finer field for his 
pursuits. In the unsettled parts bears are still sufficiently conunon to be 
.hunted, as an employment. The oil of the bear is an article of extensive 
culinary use. Deer are, in some places, almost as numerous as the do- 
mestic cattle. Wild turkeys furnish admirable sport to the gunner. In 
the last of autumn and the first of winter, prairie hens are seen in flocks. 
Partridges are frequent all the year. Squirrels, ground-hogs, wood-chucks, 
and raccoons abound. Wolves, panthers, and wild cats are but too com- 
mon. In all the considerable rivers fish are abundant. But they are 
generally large, coarse, and of an inferior quality. 

Chief Tattns, St. Louis is the commercial capital of Missouri, and 
the largest town west of the Mississippi. It is situated 18 miles below 
the mouth of the Missouri, between 30 and 40 below the mouth of 
Illinois, and nearly 200 above the mouth of tlie Ohio. Nature seldom 
offers a more delightful site for a town. In many respects, it resembled 
that of Albany in New York. It is on a kind of second bottom, that 
rises gently from the water to a second bank. The ascent to this is not 
at all precipitous. Having surmounted this bank, an extensive plain 
opens to view. In the immediate vicinity of the town, this plain is cov- 
ered with bushes and shrub oaks. Beyond is an extensive belt of grassy 
plain, or naked prairie. The timber within nine or ten miles has been cut 
away for fuel. In summer the eye reposes with pleasure upon this sweep 
t)f verdure, bounded on the verge of the horizon with forests. But in 
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winter the prospect is bleak and desolate. The eye always dwells with 
delight upon the level bottom and the noble forest upon the opposite 
shore of the river. In 1814 there were but few American houses in the 
place. There were a few stone houses covered with plaster. The cir- 
cular qtone forts beyond the town, white with plaster, and the hoariness 
of age, together with the whiteness of the houses in general, from the 
French fashion of annual white-washing, gave the town a romantic and 
imposing appearance, when seen from a distance. With the exception of 
two or three aristocratic establishments, when contemplated near at hand, 
the houses were mean, frail, and uncomfortable establi^ments. The 
streets were narrow and dirty, and it was in fact a disagreeable town — 
A new impulse was given to the town by American laws, enterprize and 
occupancy. Most of the houses that have been added within the last ten 
years, have been of brick or stone. Some of the public buildings are 
handsome. There are two respectable protestant churdbes. The catholic 
cathedral was intended to be a magnificent structure. It is not yet com- 
pleted. A spacious town house is a great ornament to the city. The town 
has extended itself along the hill, and some of the best houses are on that 
delightful elevation. The houses, in 1620, were reckoned at more than 
600. By the census of 1830 it contained 2,503 free males; 1,889 free 
fem^esj 1,668 slaves; 287 free persons of color. Total 6,694. The 
town was then stationary, or perhaps retrograde. But since that time the 
lead business has been reanimated by a protecting duty upon foreign lead. 
The fur trade has received a new impulse. The town has recovered from 
the shock caused by the failure of its Banks. It has at present a branch 
of the United States Bank. A healthy circulation has been restored, 
and the town is now rapidly increasing in business and population. In 
the year 1818, 100 houses were added to the place. The principal street 
is more than a mile in length. Three or four gazettes are printed here. 
There is an Academy, a Catholic seminary, and a number of respectable 
schools. The French have communicated to the people a taste for gar- 
dening; and there are a number of very handsome gardens in and about 
the town. Very few towns in the United States, or ibe world, have a 
more mixed population. Among the original inhabitants, there is no in- 
considerable sprinkling of Indian blood. The American population 
predominates over the French; and is made up of immigrants from all 
the states. It b a central point in the Mississippi valley for immigrants, 
and adventurers of every character. Making due allowance for this cir- 
cumstance, the people are generally quiet and descent in their manneis. 
Many adventurers come here, and find themselves in a position to claim 
a standing in society, which they have not been accustomed to possess. 
Hence the occasions for broils, from supposed neglect, contempt, or 
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questioning of cliaracter are numerous; and fatal rencontres, denominated 
'afl^rs of honor,' are a bloody stain upofi the character of the ptece. — 
There is a Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, and Catholic Society in tb6 
town ; and the institutions of religion are beginning to have considerable 
6fik:t upon the manners and moral character of the people. Whoever 
obflerves the position of this town on the map, will see, ^at it is very 
favorably situated to become a town of supply of merchandise to a vast 
tract of country. In the centre of the Mississippi valley^ commanding 
the trade of the Missouri, the Upper Mississippi, and the Illinois, the 
capital of a very extensive fur trade, and the depot for as rich Ibad mtnes 
as are in the world, it must necessarily become a large town. It has one 
obvious advantage over any town on the Ohio. Steam boats can coifte 
to St. Louis from New Orleans, at the lowest stages of the water. It is 
very common for travellers from the Atlantic country, who are bound in 
the autunlii to New Orleans, to take passage from Cincinpati across the 
country to St. Louis, in order to avail themselves of the advantage of a 
direct passage to New Orleans in a steam boat. The lowness of the 
water in the Ohio, and the difficulty of passing over the falls at Louisville, 
render a direct steam boat passage from Cincinnati to New Orleans, at 
that season of the year, an uncommon occurrence, A great number of 
keel boats, and river crafts of all descriptions, bound to all points of the 
boatable waters of the Mississippi, are seen at 8fll seasons lying in the 
harbor at St. Louis. Miners, trappers, hunters, adventurers, immigrants, 
and people of all characters and languages, with all kinds of views and 
objects, meet here, and in pursuit of tlieir various projects, scattei hence to 
the remotest points of the valley. The moral character of this town, so 
rapidly approaching the rank and consequence of a city, id rising. It 
still furnishes a temporary home to desperate and abandoned characters, 
who hope, in crossing the Mississippi, to fly beyond law and conscience. 
The character of the permanent inhabitants is respectable. Good regu- 
lations of every sort are advancing. The Sabbath is respected; and a 
wholesome police is establishing. Such a stream of immigrants is con- 
tinually pouring in, and the people have so learned the habit of distrust, 
that hospitality to strangers is not a characteristic of the people. 

St. Genevieve is situated at the upper extremity of a beauti^l alluvial 
prairie, about a mile west of tlie Mississippi. It is built on the Gabouiie, a 
small creek which is occasionally boatable. The town contains a Catholic 
church, some neat French houses, a great many indifferent ones and but few 
American establishments: The situation of the village is happy. Much 
lead is brought here for exportation; and yet the town does not appear to 
thrive, not possessing more inhabitants than it did 30 years ag6. The 
present number is about 1,500. The prairie below the town is of extreme 
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fertility, containing 6,000 acres, fenced and cultivated in common. On 
the hill, west of the town, is a handsome building erected for an academy. 
From this place is a magnificent view of the village, the bluflfs above, the 
prairie below, and the Mississippi sweeping along in the distance. The 
Catholic worship is the prevailing one; and the inhabitants are principally 
French. 

Jackson, the county town of Cape Girardeau county, twelve miles 
west of the Mississippi, is a respectable village, containing 100 houses, 
some of them handsomely built of brick. It is in the centre of one of 
the most populous and thriving counties in the state. 

Cape Girardeau is on a beautiful blujQT on the Mississippi, 50 miles 
above the mouth of the Ohio. It has a fine harbor for boats, and com- 
mands a noble ^ew of the river above and below. It exhibits symptoms 
of decay. About this town, that beautiful tree, called yellow poplar, or 
tvMpifera Uriodendronj attains its utmost developement. Potosi is the 
county town of Washington, and the centre of the mine district. It is 
situated in a pleasant valley, surrounded by hills, 65 miles south-west 
from St. Louis, and 45 west from St. Genevieve. St. Michael is an old 
French village among the mines. There are a number of other small 
villages in the mine district. ITerculaneum is situated on the west bank 
of the Mississippi, 30 miles below St. Louis, on a narrow alluvial plain, 
hemmed in on all sides, but the river, by high and romantic blu&, ren- 
dered still more imposing by a number of shot towers placed on their 
summits. This is the chief place of deposit for the lead of the lead mines. 
New Madrid is situated on the Mississippi, 50 miles below the mouth of the 
Ohio. This small village was once much more considerable than it now 
is. It is memorable for the romantic history of its origin under General 
Morgan in the times of the Spanish regime, and for the terrible earth- 
quakes which it experienced in 1811 and 1812. These earthquakes were 
more severe than any on the records of our part of the continent. The 
western country was shook in every direction. Thousands of acres were 
sunk, and multitudes of lakes and ponds were created. The church 
yard of this village, with all its sleeping tenants, was precipitated into 
the river. The trees lashed together, were thrown down, or ben^ in 
every direction. The earth burst, in what were called sand blows. — 
Earth, sand, and water were thrown up to great heights in the air. The 
river was dammed up, and flowed backwards. Birds descended from the 
air, and took shelter in the bosoms of people that were passing. The 
whole country was inundated. A great number of boats, passing on the 
river, were sunk. One or two, that were fastened to islands^ were sunk 
with the islands. The country was but sparsely peopled, and most of 
the buildings, fortunately, were cabins, or of logsj and from these cir- 
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cumstanced, few people perished. No country can recount a history of 
earthquakes, attended with more terrific circumstances of commotion in 
the elements, and threatening more exterminating war with man and 
nature, than this. The thriving country about this village was desolated ; 
and as the eartliquakes continued in gentler shocks, and have not ceased 
even to this time, there seemed to be good reason for abandoning the 
country. The people are becoming more assured with respect to the 
future, and New Madrid is gradually emerging from its prostration. 

Tbeie is a large and fine tract of alluvial and prairie country l^ck of 
this village. The Big Prairie, about twelve miles distant, is a charming 
spot for fermers. But from the number of lakes, created by tlie earth- 
quakes, and from the extent of the swampy and inundated country in its 
vicinity, the country about New Madrid has the reputation of being un- 
healthy. A bayou, that enters the river just above the village, creates a 
great eddy and an admirable harbor; and New Madrid, is next to Natchez, 
the most noted landing place for boats on the Mis^ssippi above N. Orleans. 

St. Charles on the Missouri is a pleasant village of about 1,200 inhab- 
itants. There is one long street, on which are a number of handsome 
brick buildings. It is situated twenty miles above the mouth of the 
Missouri, and the same distance north-west of St. Louis. The banks be- 
tween the village and the river are of solid lime stone; and above the 
village we ascend by a moderate acclivity toa beautiful plateau of great ex- 
tent. These blufis command a noble view of the Missouri and its islands. 
Back of the village is a large extent of level country, covered with hazle 
copses, yielding abundance of wild hops, grapes and prairie plums. Two 
miles below the town, opens the beautiful Point Prairie. We know of no 
place in the western country, that has a more interesting country adjoin- 
ing it, than this village. There is a protestant and a catholic church 
here. It was for a number of years the political metropolis of the state. 
There are fine farms in the vicinity, and the inhabitants are noted for 
their sober and orderly habits. About one third of them are French. 
Carondelet is a small French village, six miles below St. Louis. Many 
of the garden vegetables, sold in St. Louis market, are raised here. Troy 
Louisianaville and Petersburg are small villages on the Upper Mississippi 
and its waters. Jefferson, a new town above the mouth of the Osage on 
the south side of the Missouri, since the seat of government was removed 
there, has become the position of the public buildings; but not being a 
fortunate selection, has not greatly prospered. Franklin is situated on 
the north bank of the Missouri, 150 miles by land above St. Louis, and 
more {ban 200 by the river. It is estimated to contain over 200 houses; 
and about one thousand two hundred inhabitants. It is surrounded 
by the largest body of rich land in the state; and is the centre 
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of a populous region of ricji and respectable farmers. Boonville, opposite 
Franklin, on the other side of the Missouri, was originally settled by 
Col. Boone, the patriarch of Kentucky. Charaton is a small village at 
the mouth of a river of the same name. Blufllon is a village upon the 
same side of the river, and still higher on it, being in fact, but a little dis- 
tance within the western territorial Kmits of the state. 

Cansliiutiotij Laws, ^c. This state adopted het constitution,and was 
admitted into the union in 1820. In its general features it reswnbles 
those of the other slates. The senators are elected fop four years, and 
the represenfatives for two. The governor is elected for four years. 
The judiciary is vested in a supreme court, a chancellor's couit, and cir- 
cuit, and other subordinate courts, tlie judges of which hold their offices, 
during.good behaviour. Every free citizen, who has resided a year in 
the state, and the la§t three months preceding the election, in the dis- 
trict, is entitled to his vote in that district. It is well known, that the 
article which allowed slavery, in the constitution, was long and bitterly 
contested in the national legislature. 

Manners, S^c. The same provisions are made for education, as in 
most of the other western states. In the towns and villages there are 
respectable schools; and the people generally. are impressed with the 
importance and necessity of educating their children. But there are 
too many rude and ignorant people here, as in all the western country, 
who affirm that they have been enabled to go through life comfortably, 
without education ; and that their children are as able to do so, as they 
were. There are schools, dignified with the name of academies, in dif- 
ferent parts of the state. The Catholics have two or three establish- 
ments of religious, who receive young ladies for instruction. There is a 
theological school of some distinction in the barrens below St Genevieve 
for the preparation of Catholic eleces for the ministry. In St. Louis society 
exhibits the same aspect as in other towns of a like size in the United 
States. It must be admitted that in the interior there is a perceptible 
shade of the roughness of people, who are far removed from the bosom 
of society. The roughness of the backwoodsmen is often, however, 
accompanied with an open hospitality, an honest simplicity, a genuine 
kindness of heart, which render a residence among them quite as pleasant, 
as in those regions, where obsei^ance, and public opitiion have created a 
greater degree of apparent refinement. It might be expected, that a 
country almost boundless, with few barriers of law, or local limits of 
habitancy and property, an extent of nearly 1,000 leagues towards the 
Western Sea, would be the natural resort of wild and adventurous spirits, 
whose object was, as they often express it, to fly ^beyond SahbathJ* It is 
so in fact. But there is more order and quietness, regulated society, and 
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correct public opinion, than in such a state of things we should have a 
right to expect. There is an increasing number of religious societies, 
among which the Methodists are the most numerous. The Presbyterians 
and Baptists have also many congregations and churches. The Cumber- 
land Presbyterians are making considerable progress. The French and 
Irish people are for the most part Catholics. The number of Catholic 
congregations, probably, exceeds that of any particular denomination of 
the Protestants. The spirit of religious tolerance prevails to an excellent 
degree. Neighbors and relatives worship in churches of different de- 
nominations, without disturbing the intercourse of common life. 

The French of this country have their characteristic national rtianners, 
and are the same gay and happy people. Those among them, that have 
standing, wealth, and education, show no other difierences of character 
from the same classes of other nations, except such as result from their 
national temperament and manners. The poorer French have an unique 
and peculiar character. They were bom in the woods, or at least far 
from society. They have been accustomed from infancy rather to the 
life of huntsmen^ trappers, and boatmen, than of husbandmen. They 
generally make indifferent farmers. Their cabin indeed shows well at a 
distance; and the mud daubing is carefully white washed. They have 
gardens neatly laid out, and kept clean of weeds. Beyond this tlic es- 
tablishments of the peiits paysans are generally sterile and comfortless. 
Their ancestors were accustomed to continual intercourse with the savages, 
and in habits of travelling many hundred leagues from their habitations 
in canoes, or on the banks of the streams, to hunt, procure furs and honey, 
or to traffic with the Indians. They were accustomed to the prompt and 
despotic mandate of a commandant. They were prepared to entertain 
but very inadequate ideas of the inestimable value of the mild, but pro- 
tracted dispensation of justice in our courts. They regarded our laws 
as a bottomless gulf; and had, for a long time after they came under our 
government, a salutary dread of a proceSj which had a happy influence, 
to deter them from litigation. Familiarity with our decisions has gradu- 
ally lessened this dread; and when they once acquire a passion for litiga- 
tion, they are more keen in pursuit of their object, tlian the Americans. 
It is an unpleasant reflection > that while we have given them political 
consideration, and learned them the value of land, and the necessity of 
cultivation, the comforts of municipal life, and the importance of educa- 
tion, we have also communicated to them a passion for litigatiofi, and a 
fondness for ardent spirits. They are intermarrying an^d amalgamating 
with the Anglo-Americans. But even yet, on entering a village, com- 
posed of equal divisions of French and American population, the French 
are seen, as a distinct people, by their stature, gait, complexion, houses, 
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and the appearance of their children. They are smaller in stature; 
have a different costume, walk quicker^ have more meagre forms, and 
more tanned and sallow complexions. They bow with more grace — are 
more fluent in conversation, and these are almost universal traits. The 
Kentuckian, who lives beside them, is heavier, has a rounder and fuller 
face, a more clear and ruddy complexion, bows less gracefully, or perhaps 
not at all. He pays no compliments. But we place greats rdiance 
upon his word and the sincerity of his friendship. The wives of 
the French of this class are accustomed to more drudgery and submis- 
sion, than those of their American neighbors, and there is a much nearer 
assimilation to Indian thoughts and habits, than there is in our people. 
They are slow in adopting our improvements in dress, agriculture, and 
all that concerns their domestic establishment. They are strongly at- 
tached to the ways of their forefathers; and are generally bigotted Cath- 
olics. They have the national gaitie du coewj the French enviable 
cheerfulness under all circumstances. They are generally temperate and 
sober; and from their manner of life better calculated to endure the ex- 
tremes of heat and cold, ths^n the Americans. They support the vicissi- 
tudes of climate better; and are not so much e:tposed to diseases of the 
country. They make excellent boatsmen, huntsmen, and caureurt du 
hois^ Their fondness for conversation and traccaserie prevents their 
living in detached and solitary houses, like the Americans, and Ihey gen- 
erally fix themselves in compact villages. 

Tlie Catholic worship has the same hold of their affections, which it 
had of the hearts of their forefathers, two centuries ago. TTieir venera- 
tion for their priests is unlimited; and the latter dare rely upon a credu- 
lity, which, in other Catholic countries, has long since passed away. — 
For instance, they had, not many years since, processions to pray the 
Mississippi down, when it threatened a desolating inundation, and to 
banish the locusts by the intercession of the saints. So firmly are they 
fixed in their religious opinions, that they are apt to regard protestant 
efforts to con vert tliem, not as arrogant only, but impious. To all attempts 
which protestant missionaries have made, to change them to our faith, 
they find a reply, but too unanswerable, in the dissipated and immoral 
life of their protestant neighbors. 

History. The general annals of Upper Louisiana have already been 
given. St. Louis was founded in 1764, by Pierre Laclade, Maxan and 
company. The principal inhabitants were from Canada. It was con- 
ceived to be a favorable point for concentrating the fur and Indian trade 
of the upper and lower Missouri and Mississippi. Among the first and 
most respectable settlers, was M. Choteau, a name still respectable in the 
country. In 1776, this village received a large accession of inhabitanis 
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from the opposite shore of the Mississippi, of people, who prefened the 
regime of Spain to England. Hunting, trapping, and trading with the 
Indians, was the great business of the cottotry. Spain expended great 
sums of money in the country, and drew little or nothing from it.*-? 
Those who chose to immigrate there, could obtain a settlement right of 
640 acres for a trifling douoaur to the c(»nnnndant, an^, provided they 
yielded a decent observance to the existing institutions of the country, 
the Spanish yoke sat very lightly on their shoulders. Hiere were few 
countries in whidi the people lived more happily, and to thdr own nunds, 
than thisj until the attack from Michilimackinack, called in the annals of 
French tradition, Vaimee du coup. After that attack, St. Louis was for- 
tified with those circular stone bastions, that at present give the tount 
such a picturesque appearance in the distance. From St. Louis thcr 
French hive swarmed to Carondelet, St. Ferdinand, St Charles, Mine a 
Burton, St. Michael's, Cote sans dessehj and French trading and hunting 
establirfmients were made almost to the bases of the Rocky Mountains. 
The country continued gradually to settle, until, as ha^ been related, it 
passed under the American government The proudest eulogium that ever 
was uttered upon that government, was the immediate rise in the value of 
lands, consequent upon this transaction. French people, who wexe in the 
habit of complaining of this transfer, aiod of our laws, were not the 
less willing to take advantage of the immediate and triple value, which 
their lands acquired. The settlement rights, which had been acquired 
under the Spanish regime ahnost for asking, becanfie at once a competent 
f<vtune to their owners. Immigration was discouraged by the sickly sea- 
son of 1811^ commonly called the ^year of waters.' Tlie late war, too, 
efiectually repressed the increase of the country. Many setttements, as 
that of Boone's Lick, and Salt River wore broken up. The French seemed 
in many instances rather disposed to take part with the Indians. But in 
the progress of the war,, the indiscriminate iteivage appetite for slaughter 
finally impelled the savages to commit murders in the French vfllages; and 
this circumstance induced a hearty co-operation with the other population 
in punishing savage aggressions. There had been a great number of 
murders committed upon the inhabitants of the remote and unprotected 
settlements. A conskierable force, denominated ^rangers,' was raised in 
the territory* They marched promptly into the Indian country, and 
conducted gallantly; and although they had few opportunities of distin- 
guishing themselves, by coming in actual contact with the enemy, this ex- 
pedition had a great eifectin awmng and repressing the savage marauders 
on the frontiers. 

The tide of immigration, which had been arrested during the war, set 
with greater strength towards this country, on the return of peace. The 
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tnasB of immigrants was constantly accumulating, until the year 1817, 
when it seems to have reached its height. An hundred persons have been 
nunibered in a day passing throo^ St. Charles, either to Bootless Lid{, or 
Bait River. 

Up to this time the march of improvement in Missouri was rapid. The 
&ce of die country was visibly changing under the eye. St Louis was 
hoiU; up with houses, which would not have disgraced Philadelphia. St. 
Charles, and the villages generally^ began to be re-built of brick. Fine 
housss arose in the country. Tread mills and steam mills were erected. 
Schods were established ; and important manu&ctoriee were either com- 
menced, or in prospect. The rage for speculation in kinds became a 
nuuda, which af^ted the country. The militia made progress in oargani- 
saticn. The populati(Hi was supposed to amount to 60,000. 

A sudden change, operating re-action with more or less force through 
the whole United States was visible here about the year 1817; and went 
on increasing four or five years. It resulted from the sudden reduction 
of prices in the Atlantic country; the pressure of the tiroes; and the 
sudden &ilure of the numerous Banks of the western country. 

Thore was, probably, no part of the United States more severely pressed 
than Missouri and Illinois. Improvements of every sort not only came to 
a dead pause ; but seemed to retrograde. A great number of immigrants 
had been sick, an removing to this new climate. Clothes, and those gro- 
ceries, that from habitual use, had become necessari^, could not be pro- 
cured. Even wealthy people felt the distress of the times; for there was 
not sufficient money to keep up a circulating medium. They lalsely im* 
poted these evils of circumstances and the times to thia particular section 
of the country. Many of them packed up their moveables; collected 
their cattle; lefl their farms unsold ; and returned to the countrks whence 
they had emigrated. 

Others deemed, that a part of these evils resulted from their being in a 
territorial government. It appeared by the census, that the state had 
more inhabitants than were required by the Constitution, to form a state. 
Delegates were accordingly chosen, in 1819, for this purpose. The great 
obiect in the canvass, that preceded the election, was to prevent any per- ' 
aaa from being returned, who Mras adverse to its becoming a slave-holding 
state. The slave question was 'discussed with an asperity, that mi^t 
naturally be expected to result from the character of the inhabitants, and 
the magnitude of the interests involved in the question. By a vCTy laige 
majority, the allowance to hold slaves was incorporated in the provisions 
of the Constitution. It also contained an article interdicting ministers of 
^ gospel from being eligible to any office in the state. We need not 
»^>wt,Qiat the asperity with which the slave question was discussed was 



Digitized by 



Google 



Missouni* 315 

tiafisferred to the national legislature, and was canvassed there with more 
bitterness, than even here. But the provision finally prevailed, and this 
state was admitted, in 1S20, into the Union, with the privilege of hdding 



No political event of a striking character has since occurred. This 
state continued to labor un4er its pecuniary embarrassments for some 
years. But a sound circulation of money was gradually restored* A 
duty placed upon imported lead gave activity to the working of the mines 
The fur trade resumed its former activity. The steam boat system of 
freight and transport had a bearing peculiarly fevorable upon this state, 
which has such a great length of coast washed by the Mississippi, and 
accessible by that species of vessels at all seasons of the year, except 
when the Mississippi is impeded by k%. About the year 1824, it could 
be discovered, that the order of prosperity was advancing anew. The 
towns, especially St. Louis, began to iipprove. The tide of inmiigratioa 
once more set towards Missouri. It has every prospect of becoming a 
wealthy, populous and powerful state. 

The legislature has recently incorporated the Missouri Insurance Co. 
capital 100,000 dollars, and the privilege to increase it to 400,000; the St. 
Louis Marine Rail Way Ca j the St. Louis Hospital ; and the St. Louis 
Water Works. The water is to be raised by steam from the Misisissippi 
and distributed over the city. 

In otber parts of the state, there is the Boone^s Lick Manufacturing 
€<»npany, near Fayette; and the Lexington Steam Saw Mill C6mpany in 
La Fayette county. There is mi Iron Foundry establishment on a re- 
spectable scale in St. Louis; and one or two large establishments at Belle- 
vue, in the mine country, that smelt their own iron firom mines in the im- 
mediate vicinity. The legislature has passed an enactment to sdl all the 
lands appropriated to the interest* of education, and apply the fund 
thence arising to the same purpose. There are twelve colleges, academies 
and seminaries, incorporated by law. 
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Length, 350 miles.— Breadth 180. Between 37© and 42^ SC N, 
latitude, and 10^ 20' and 14<^ 21' ^ . longitude. It contains 50flOO squai^ 
miles, and nearlj 40,000,000 acres. Bounded on the north by the 
North-Westem Territory. East by lake Michigan, Indiana, and the river 
Wabash, fiouthby the <%io, which separates it from Kentucky; and 
west, in its whole extent, by the Mississippi, which sqxLrates it from 
Missouri, and the Missouri Territory. 



Coimdes. 


Cotmiy Taum. 


Dhtmeesfram VandaUa. 


Adams, 


Quincy, 


193 miles. 


Alexander, 


America, 


181 


Bond, 


Greenville, 


20 


CalbcNiB, 


Gilead, 


126 


Caaik, 


Clark a H. 


134 


Clay, 


MaysviUe, 


4& 


Clinton, 


Carlyle, 


80 


Cole, 


Cole C. H. 




Cook, 


Chicago^ 




Crawford, 


Palestine, 


118 


Edgar, 


Paris, 


106 


Edwards, 


Albion, 


92 


Fayette, 


Vandalia, 




Franklin, 


Frankfort, 


102 


Fulton, 


Fulton, 


133 


Gallatin, 


Equality, 


137 


Greene, 


Cacrollton, 


106 


Hamilton, 


McLeanabro^ 


03 
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Hancock, 






Henry, 






Jackaon, 


Brownsville, 


m 


Jeflbrson, 


Mount Vernon, 


6ft 


Jo Daviess, 


Galena, 


326 


Johnson, 


Vienna, 


167 


Knox, 


Knox C. H. 


188 


La Salle, 


Ottowa, 




Lawrence, 


Lawrencevillc, 


84 


McLean, 


Bloomington, 




Ifacon, 


Decatur, 


70 


Macoupin, 


Carlinville, 


95 


Madtaon« 


Edwardsville, 


55 


Marion, 


Salem, 


36 


McDimougli, 


Macomb, 




Meicer, 






Monroe, 


Waterloo, 


99 


iSontgonDSfjj 


Hillaboro', 


28 


Morgan, 


Jacksonville, 


115 


Peoria, 


Peoria, 


43 


Perry, 


I^nckneyville, 


129 


Pike, 


AUas, 


148 


Pope, 


Golconda, 


160 


Putnam, 


Henepin,^ 




Randolph, 


Kaskaskia, 


50 


St Clair, 


BeUevillc, 


71 


Sangamon, 


Springfield, 


79 


Schuyler, 


Rushville, 


172 


Shelby, 


Shelbyville, 


40 


Tasewell, 


Bfackinaw, 


140 


Union, 


JoneeboTo', 


154 


Vermillion, 


Danville, 


150 


Wabash, 


Mount Carmel, 


109 


Warner, 


Warren, 




Washingfm, 


NashvUle, 




Wayne, 


Fairfield, 


69 


UTIiite, 






Vandalia is 781 snks from Wariiington, 75 from St. Louis, 288 from 


Naahnlle, 868 from New Orleans, 970 from New York, 


and 320 from 


Cincinnati. 






The census of 1830 gives the population of Illinois 


as Mows:— 


Whites, 155,176. 


Slsyes, 746. Total, 157,575, 
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Face of the country. Next to Louisiana and Delaware, this is the most 
level state in the Union. Although north-west of Shawnectown there is 
a range of hills, which some have chosen to denominate inounimHs, — 
Tliere are considerable elevations dong the Illinois; and the h\^Ss of the 
Mississippi in some places might almost pass for noountains. In the 
mineral regions, in the north-west angle of tbe state, there are high hills. 
But the fer greater proportion of the state is either distributed in vast 
plains, or in barrens, that are gently rolling. We may travel on the wide 
prairies for days without encountering an elevaticm, that is wwthy to be 
called a hill. In no part of the peopled divisions of the United States are 
there such great sections of prairie country. One prairie, vrith very little 
interruption, spreads from the shores of the Mississippi to those of lake 
Michigan. These prairies, more distinctly than in the countries west of 
the Mississippi are divided into wet and dry, alluvial and rolling prairies. 
The wet and flat prairies seem once to have been timbered morasses. 
They contain peat, and other fossil indications, logs, and the bones of 
animals some feet below the soil, that probably, when the trees and the 
animals fell, were on the surface. These prairies constitute the sources 
of many of the rivers. The alluvial prairies are high and dry; of a rich 
black loam, and an exceedingly fertile soil; and covered with a coarse 
grass of incredible size and height. The high and rolling prairies arc 
sometimes chequered with groves of sparse trees. The quality of their 
soil seldom exceeds second rate, and they abound with springs. Grape 
vines are abundant; and they furnish an inexhaustible summer range for 
cattle. 

This vast extent of level plains is an injury. There is of^en not suf- 
ficient inclination to carry off the water that falls in rains. Even the high 
prairies, when they happen to be of a stiff soil, are too wet for cultivation. 
During the heats of summer these lands discharge their waters by evap- 
oration rendered still more noxious by the vast quantities of vegetation, 
which have been steeping in them. Hence it happens, that these beauti- 
ful countries to the eye, where every thing promises health, as well as 
abundance, are sometimes sickly. 

On the route from Cincinnati to St. Louis, the great road passes through 
this state, in its whole extent of width. More than one hundred miles of 
it is hi^, dry, and rich prairie. In all this distance the margins of the 
streams are almost the only places vefaere timbered land is found; and the 
streams have only narrow skirts of wood. The largest prairie is ^Grand 
Prairie.' The first stratum of soil in this wide extent of country, is a 
black, friable, and sandy loam, from two to five feet In thickness. The 
next is a red clay, mixed with fine sand, and from five to ten feet in thick- 
ness. The third is ^ hard blue clay of a beautiful appearance, and i 
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greasy feeling, mixed with pebbles, and when exposed lo the air, emitting 
a foBtid smell.'. In this stratum the water of the wells is found; which is 
disagreeable, if not unhealthy^ The soil is of the first quality. In the 
season of flowers the eye, and all the senses receive the highest gratifica- 
tion. In the time of strawberries, thousands of acres are reddened with 
the finest quality of this delicious fruit. But this country, which strikes 
the eye delightfully, and has millions of acres that invite the plough, 
wants timber for building, fencing, and fuel. It wants good water; and 
in too many instances the inhabitants want health. Moai, of these evils 
wiU be remedied by the expedients of cultivation. Forests may soon be 
raised upon the prairies. Coal and peat may be discovered for fuel. — 
Hedges and ditches may fence it; and pure water may be found by carry- 
ing the wells below the stratum of earth, that is supposed to impart the 
sulphureous and disagreeable taste which it possesses. 

Between Carlisle and St. Louis, an extent of 50 miles, we nieet with 
woods, streams, hills, lime-stone ledges, and a rolling country; although 
we cross an occasional prairie quite to the American bottom. On the 
north of this road, and between it and the Illinois, the surface is generally 
more irregular. Considerable of the country may be termed broken. 
The hills abound with stone coal. A range of hills commences at the 
bluffs, that bound the American bottom, near Kaskaskia; and stretches 
north-eastwardly through the state, towards lake Michigan. A noble 
lime stone bluff breaks ofi*, almost at right angles to this chain, and stretches 
along the margin of the American bottom to tlie point nearly opposite 
the Missouri. This blujQT has, in many places, a regular fipont of perpen- 
dicular lime stone, not unfrequently 300 feet high. Another line of 
river blufis commences opposite the mouth of the Missouri, and reaches 
the mouth of tlie Illinois. Opposite Portage des Sioux, these blufis shoot 
up into detached points and pinnacles, which, with the hoary color of the 
rocks, have at a distance, the appearance of tho ancient spires and towers 
of a town. This chain of blufis marks the limits of the alluvion of tho 
Illinois. As along the Mississippi, the face of this grand wall of nature 
is frequently perpendicular. When the limits of the alluvion are marked 
on one side by this wall, on the c^posite side they are bounded by a suc- 
cession of singular hills, parallel to each other, called by the French 
*mamelles.' What is singular is, that a beautiful prairie is seen on that 
side, which is bounded by the perpendicular blufis ; and a thick, tangled 
and heavily timbered bottom on the side of the river, that is marked vrith 
these mamelles. When the prairie is fi)und on the right or left of tho 
river, so are all these accompaniments; and they regularly alternate, 
being found first on one side, and then on the other. 

The 'American bottom,' commences not fer below Kaskaskia, and 
stretches along the eastern shore of the Mississippi 80 miles; terminating 
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a little distance below the point, which is opposite the mouth of the 
Missouri. It is bam three to six miles wide, and divided into twobdts. 
The first, bordering the Mississippi, is a heavily timbered bottom. The 
next reaching the foot of the perpendicular bluSs, is prairie of the richest 
quality, covered, in the season, with grass and flowers. Parts of this 
tract have been in cultivation with the exhausting crop of maize one 
hundred years, widiout apparently producing the slightest exhaustion 
of die soil. No description will convey aa adequate idea of the power 
of vegetation, and the rank luxuriance with which it operates along this 
plain of exhaustless fertility. Unhappily here, as almost univeRnlly, 
nature has ccnnpensated the prodigality of her gifbs on the oae hand, by 
counterbalancing disadvantages on tho other. Wherever her bounties are 
offered with little labor, and in such abundance as here, men will be found* 
But in the autumn you will enter few houses in the whole distance, where 
some of the members of the feinily are not sick. 

A bottom similar to this, alternately on the right and left bank of the 
Illinois, marks its course almost from its mouth to its source. It is in the 
same manner bounded by blufl^. The same line of hills marks a belt 
beyond its blufii. In short this configuration of the country designates 
the outlines of all the rivers in the valley of the Mississippi. Each of the 
great rivers has some distinctive signs impressed upon its \Au& and hills. 

The military bounty knds in Illinois are laid off in the delta of the 
Illinois and Mississippi. Their shape is that of a curvilinear triangle. 
More than five million acres hare been surveyed, to meet the appropria- 
tion of three millions and a half acres, which were assigned by congress, 
as a bounty for soldiers. These lands embrace all the varieties of soil, 
found in any pert of the Mississippi valley. There are rich bottoms, in- 
undated swamps, grassy prairies, timbered alluvions, perpendicular blufl^ 
^mamelle^ and river hills, barrens, and all qualities of soil from the best to 
the worst. Some portions may bo affirmed healthy ; but such is not their 
general character. A great share is of first rate quality, as regards fertility. 
The lower portion nesui the Mississippi, where the two rivers, for a long 
distance, are near each other, seldom diverging more than eight miles, is 
generally of extraordinary fertility; but sometimes inundated, and too 
often unhealthy. As we ascend the Illinois, and the two rivers diverge, 
the character of the country becomes more diversified, less subject to in- 
undation, more happily sprinkled with hill, dale, copse, and prairie. The 
north-eastern division of this tract is in general a fine country. 

It would lead to a particularity beyond our object, to go into a detailed 
description of all the bodies of excellent land in this state. For not only 
here, but over all the western country, the lands seem to be distributed 
m bodies, either of rich or sterile, level or broken lands. On Rock River, 
the Illinois, the Kaskoskia, Embarras, between tho Big and Little Wabash, 
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on the Parassaw, tlie Macoupin, the Sangamon, and on aJl the consider- 
ahle streams of this state, there are very large bodies of first rate lands. 
The Grand Prairie, the Mound Prairie, the prairie upon wliich the Marine 
Settlement is fixed, and that occupied by the society of Christians firom 
New England, are all exceedingly rich tracts. 

The Sangamon, in particular, is an Arcadian region, in which nature 
has delighted to bring together her happiest combinations of landscape. 
It is generally a level country. The prairies are not so extensive, as to 
be incapable of settlement from want of timber. The Sangamon itself 
is a fine beatable water of the Illinois, entering it on the south side, 140 
miles above the mouth of the Illinois. All the waters that -enter this 
beautiful riveiv have sandy and pebbly bottoms, and pure and transparent 
waters. There is a happy proportion of timbered and prairie lands. The 
soil is of great fertility. The climate is not very different from that of 
New York, and the latitude about the same. The summer range for cat- 
tle is inexhaustible, llie growth of forest trees is similar to that of the 
rich lands in the western country in general. The proportion of locust, 
black walnut, and peccan trees, that indicate the richest soils, is great. 
Iron and copper ore, salt springs, gypsum, and stone coal are abundant. 
All who have visited this fine tract of country, admire the beauty of the 
landscape, which nature has here painted in primeval freshness. So 
beautiful a tract of country was early selected by immigrants firom New 
England, New York, and North Carolina. More than 2Q0 families had 
fixed themselves here, before it was surveyed. It now constitutes a num- 
ber of populous counties, and is thickly settled by thriving farmers. The 
first settlement of Greene county, one of the most populous, was in 1817; 
and the first sale of lands in 1821. It has now 7,854 inhabitants, and 
1,207 militia. 

A body of lands, perhaps equally extensive and fine with that on the 
Sangamon, lies along the course of the Kaskaskia, or Okau. This river 
has a long course through the central parts bf the state, and a country 
happily diversified with hill, vale, prairie, and forest. The streams that 
fall into it, have sufficient fell to be favorable for the site of mills. The 
best settled parts of the state are watered by this river. On its banks is 
Kaskaskia, formerly the seat of govenmient,and Vandalia, at present the 
metropolis. 

Although there are extensive bodies of sterile and broken lands in 
Illinois, yet take the whole of its wide surface together, it contains a 
greater proportion of first rate land, than any state in the Union; and 
probably as great in proportion to its extent, as any country on the globe. 
One of the inconveniences appended to this extent of rich country, is too 
great a proportion of prairies, with which two-thirds of tlie«urfoce are 
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covered. But the prevalence of coal and peat, and the ease and rapidity 
with which forest trees may be raised, will rcndor even the (^tensive 
prairies liabitable. 

Rhers. It is only necessary to look on the map of this state, to see 
what astonishing advantages for inland navigation nature ha» given it 
On its northern extent, it has for a great distance the waters of lake 
Michigan, and the beatable streams that empty into it; and by this vast 
body of waters, a communication is opened with the northern fronts of 
Indiana ani Ohio; with New York and Canada. On the ncnrth-west 
frontier it has Rock River, a long, beautiftil and beatable river of the 
Mississippi. On the whole western front it is washed by the Mississippi; 
and on its northOTn by the Ohio. On the east it is bounded by the Wa- 
ba^. Through its centre, wiads, in one direction, the Dlinois, connect- 
ing the Mississippi with lake Michigan by the Plein and Kankakee, a 
river, excepting a short distance of shoals, almost as uniformly boatable 
as a canal; and in another durection, the beautiful Kaskaskia winds 
through the state. Besides these, there are great numbers of boatable 
streams, penetrating the state in every direction. Such is the intersec- 
tion of this state by these waters, that no settlem^t in it is far from a 
point of boatable communication, either with lake Michigan, the Missis- 
sippi, or the Ohio. It may be added, that when the state shaU have been 
inhabited as it will be, as no country affords greater facilities for making 
canals, from the friabiUty of the soil, its levelness, and the proximity of 
the sources of the boatable viraters to each other, canab will complete the 
chain of conmiunications, and transport will be ahnost as entirely by 
waiBT in Illinois, as it now is in Holland or China. At present the state 
is supposed to have 4,000 miles of boatable waters in her limits. 

The Illinois, which gives name to the state, may be considered the 
most important river, whose whole course is in it It rises in the ncurth- 
eastem parts of the state, not more than 35 mOes from the south-westem 
extremity of lake Michigan, and interlocking bjr & morass vnth the river 
Chicago, which empties into that lake. Its two main head branches are 
Plein and Kankakee. Thirty miles from the junction of these rivars, 
ent^s Fox River, from the north. Between this and the VermiJlioD, 
enter two or three inconsiderable rivers. The Vermillion is a considera- 
ble stream, which enters the Illinois from the South, 260 miles above the 
Misfflssippi. Not far below this river, and two hundred and ten miles above 
the Mississippi, commences Peoria lake, which is no more than an en- 
largement of the river, two miles wide, on an average, and twenty miles 
in length. Such is the depth and regularity of the bottom, that it has no 
perceptible current whatever. It is a beautiful sheet of water, with ro- 
nwntic shoves, generally bounded by prairies; and no waters in the world 
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furnish finer sport for the angler. ftPKee's and Red Bud enter not far 
from this point. Crow-Meadow River almost interlocks, at its source, 
with the Vermillion of the Wabash. Two or three inconsiderable streams 
enter the river from the north, not far firom the lower extremity of Peoria 
lake. Still lower down enters from the south Michilimackinack, a v^ 
considerable iteeam, beatable nearly an hundred miles from the river into 
the interior. Below this enter Spoon and Crooked Rivers. Still lower 
down on the same sideent4|rs the Sangamon by a mouth 100 yards wide; 
and is boatable 140 miles. From its position, and the excellence of its 
lands, it is one of the most important rivers of the state. Chariton, Otter, 
Apple, and Macoupin rivers arq all considerable streams, that water fine 
tracts of country. ' 

On the north side of the Illinois, the rivers that enter on that shore, 
have their courses, fo» the most part, in mountainous blufis, which oAen 
ai^roach near the river. For a great distance above its mouth, the river 
is almost as straight as a canal ; has in summer scarcely a percq>tible 
current, and the waters, though transparent, have a marshy taste to a de- 
gree to be ahnost nnpotable. The river is wide and deep; and for the 
greater part of its width, is filled with aquatic weeds, to such a degree, 
that no person could swim anumg them. Only a few yards width, in iho 
centre of the stream, b fi^ee from them. It enters the Mississippi, through 
a deep forest, by a mouth 400 yards wide. Perhaps no river of the 
western country has so fine a boatable navigation, for such a great dis- 
tance, or waters a richer and more luxuriant tract of country. On the 
banks of this river the first French immigrants firom Canada fixed them- 
selves; and here was the scenery on which they founded their extravagant 
paintings of the western country. By a moderate amount of labor and 
expense, this river might be united with the Chicago of lake Michigan. 
Appropriations have already been made by the state for the canal, that is 
intended to efifectuate this purpose. We have already remarked, that at 
certain seasons of the yoar, boats of five tons burden already pass tlnough 
the morass, from one extremity of which the waters are discharged into 
the Chicago of lake Michigan; and from the otlier into the Plein of the 
Illinois; thus furnishing a natural communication between two rivers, 
whose outlets are so wide and opposite Gnsm each other. Indeied, by the 
most obvious appearances, along the Illinois and some of its waters; as 
the Plein for example, it is manifest, that lake Micliigan once discharged 
at least a part of its surplus waters into the Mississippi. This, too, may 
explain the obvious appearance in that lake, of bemg now many feet [owei 
than once it was. Tliis fact is palpably marked every where along the 
rocky shores of the lake. 
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Rock River is one of the most clear and beautiful tributaries of tte 
Mississippi. It has its source beyond the northern limits of the state, in 
a ridge of hills, that separates between the waters of the Mississippi and 
lake Michigan. On its waters are extensive and rich lead mines. Its 
general course is south-west, and it enters the Mississippi not far above 
the commencement of the military bounty lands. Opposite the mouth of 
this river, in the Mississippi, is the beautiful island, called from the name 
of the river, on which is a military station of tke United States, prosenting 
one of the most beautiful prospects on the whole range of the Mississippi. 

Kaskaskia River rises in the interior of the state, nearly interlocking 
with the waters of lake Michigan. It has a course, in a south-west 
direction, of between 2 and 300 miles, greater part of which is, in high 
stages of water, beatable. It runs through a fine and settled country, and 
empties into the Mississippi a few miles below the lown of the same name. 
In its long course it interlocks with the waters of Sangamon, St. Mary, 
Big Muddy, Little and Great Wabash. It receives a great number of 
tributaries, anxmg which the most considerable are Crooked, Hoise, 
Prairie, Long, Silver, Sugar, and Shoal creeks. Its lower course is known 
to the French people by the name of Okau. 

Little Wabash rises 40 miles south-east of the Kaskaskia; and runs in 
a southerly direction 130 miles, emptying into the main Wabash, a few 
mileB above its junction with the CMiio. It is 80 yards wide at its mouth, 
andsusc^tible of a long navigation, when the timber shall have been 
removed from its bed, and some of its sand bars dug down. An appro- 
priation has been made by the legislature for this purpose. It watera a 
rich country, abounding in small streams. Fox River is no more than a 
bayou of the Wabash. Embarras, Macontin, St Germain, Tortue, 
Brouette, Dachette, Erablier, Rejoicing, and Tipincanoe are all consider- 
able streamsof this state, which enter into the Wabash. Most of them 
have their sources in low prairies, or marshy lakes. They aboundin fidi 
and water fo^. Tippicanoe receives its name from a kind of fuke, called 
Piccanau, by the savages, whidi abounds in this river. It is fiunous fer 
the bloody battle fought on its banks, between our troqis under General 
Harrison, and the savages, at the conunencement of the late war. As the 
Wabash belongs, in a great measure^ to Indiana, we shall reserve a further 
description of it {(x that state. Henderson is a considerable river entering 
the Mississippi 240 miles above St Louis. 

Parassaw enters the Mississippi between Portage des Sioux and the 
moaih of the Illinois. It has been but recently inhabited. It runs through 
a fine tract of land. A considerable body of Irish Catholics have fixed 
themselves on this creek. It has a course of nearly fifty miles. Some 
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little distance from the mouth of the Missouri, enters into the Mississippi, 
Wood Creek, which has a course of 30 or 40 miles; and has a number of 
mills erected on it. Cahokia Creek has a considerable length of course 
in the American bottom ; and enters the Missisippi not far below St. Louis. 
Big Muddy, called by the French A ucwe, or Au Vau, enters the Mississippi 
32 miles below the mouth of Kaskaskia. It is a deep, slow stream, car- 
rying a great body of water considering its width, which is not more than 
70 yards. It is beatable 150 miles. It flows through a low and level 
country, and some parts of its alluvion are subject -to inundation. Near 
its banks are found immense banks of stone coal. St. Mary^s is an incon- 
siderable stream that empties into the Mississippi a league and a half 
below the Kaskaskia. 

The following rivers of this state empty into the Ohio. The Saline 
unites its waters with that river, 30 miles below the mouth of the Wa- 
bash. It is navigable to the United States Saline, back of Shawneetown, 
20 miles fiom its mouth. Grand Pierre, Lush Creek, and Big Bay aie 
inconsiderable streams, that are useful as furnishing sites for mills. Cash 
ts a considerable stream, boatable 50 miles, and is 50 yards wide at its 
mouth. It enters the Ohio five miles above its mouth. 

Minerals. In ^e north-west angle of this state, and in the adjacent 
territories are found the richest veins of lead ore, probably, in the work!. 
The mine country, like that in Missouri, is found to be more extensive, in 
pioportion as more researches are made. Specimens of native malleable 
<^pper are shown, weighing from one to three pounds. They were found 
in a hilly region, at a considerable distance east of the Mississippi; and 
the finder represented the region where they were found, as having the 
marks of volcanic explosion about it. Gypsum and mineral coal are 
abundant in this state; as are also Salines; though we know of but one 
place in the state where salt is extensively made. Immense quantities of 
this necessary article are manufactured at the Saline back of Shawneetown. 
CUmate. This state, in general, has the same climate with Missouri, 
being much more nearly assimilated in this respect to that state, than to 
Indiana, or Ohio. But being something lower and more level, than the 
Missouri country, and more subject to inundation, it is probably, more 
humid; and at its north-eastern extremity, where it feels the bleak and 
desolating gale of the lakes, it is more cold, and has a more uncomfortable 
air in the winter. It embraces between five and six degrees of latitude. 
The southern parts will bring cotton, in favorable years, for domestic use. 
While the climate of the northern parts is not much unlike that of New 
York and Albany. The productions are the same, as those of the adjoin^ 
ing state of Missouri. 
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Agricuture a$id Manufactures. Tliis state, having a vast extent of the 
most fertile soil, must of course raise with the greatest case, all the 
articles to which her soil and climate are favorable, in an amount far be- 
yond her consumption. By her long line of coast on the Mississippi, 
which is never hindered from being navigable, by the lowness of the waters, 
she has facilities for conveying her articles to maiket, whidi the states 
situated on the Ohio have not. From her immense prairies, and boand- 
less summer range for cattle, she has advantages for raising cattle md 
horses, over the other western states. Her prairies yield a variety ctf good 
fodder. In the eastern districts in the vicinity of French, Indian, or 
American habitancy, wherever the natural praitie grass is ^killed out,' as 
the phrase is, a fine species of spear grass, called Uue grass, naturally 
takes place of it. The eastern parts of this state more easily clothe 
themselves with a fine and verdant turf, than the more sandy soils of Mia- 
souri. These circumstances indicate this to be naturally a giazUig state. 
It already sends great numbers of fine cattle and horses to New Qrieans. 
Most of the clothing of the people is manufactured in the domestic way. 
The coarser kinds of manufactures are fqund at home. The nianber of 
artizans, by the census of 1820, exceeded a thousand. 

Chief Towns. Vandalia has been selected as the political metropolis of 
this state. It is pleasantly ^tuated on a hi^ bank of the Kaskaskia river, 
in thecentreof a rich and thriving country. It was founded but afew 
years sinee. But respectable houses for the accommodatiQn of the gov- 
ernment and the courts have ahneady been erected . Many handsome brick 
buildings have arisen. A weddy gazette is issued, and it exhibits the 
aspect of a respectable village, having flrom 80 to 100 bouses. 

Edwardsville, on Cahokia Creek, 20 miles north-east fitxn Si. Louis, 
is a county town, and a village of considerable consequence. Until 
within a few years, it was the seat of government, which had been trans- 
ferred from Kaskaskia to that place. 

Belleville is in the centre of Turkey Hill Settlement, 18 miles south 
etst of St. Louis, and a few miles east of the American Bottom. It is a 
fk)urishing village in the midst of a compact settlement and most exoel- 
lent lands. 

Alton is a new village, a little above the mouth of the Missouri. In 
four years from its commencement it ccmtained 100 houses, and a respec- 
table boarding school. Many of the people were immigrants from New 
York. From the favorabloness of its position, an^ from the apparent 
liealthiness of its situation, it bids fair to become a town of consequence. 

CarroUton, the county town of Greene county, has a street of sub- 
stantial brick houses, and 600 inhabitants. 
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Carlisle is situated on the west bank of the Kaskagki^ on the. great 
road from Cincinnati to St. Louis. The road from Shawocetown to St. 
Ixmisj also passes through this place. Boats of burthen, in good stages 
of water, can tiscend the river to this place. There are few positions in 
the state, more central to the resources of the country. 

Cahokia, on the cieek of that name, is situated in the American bottom, 
a few miles below St Louis. It is one of the most ancient villages in 
the country. Its inhabitants are chiefly French; and it is a village of 
considerable extent 

Pndrie du Rocker, 12 miles above Kaskaakia, is a French village in the 
American Bottom, situated near a most beautiful lime-stone bluff. It is 
nearly the size of the former village. 

Kaskaskia is situated on an extensive plain, not far from the commence- 
ment of the American Bottom, II miles from the mouth of the river, on 
which it stands, and six miles from the nearest point of the Mississippi. 
This town was one of the first establishments made by the French in tlic 
valley of the Mississippi ; and is a place, whose origin dates farther back 
than Philadelj^a. It once was a place of great importance, containing 
7,000 inhabitants. At present it numbers 160 houses and 1,000 inhabit- 
ants. A more beautiful situation for a town can hardly be imagined. 
It is in the centre of gently sloping basin, on a fine navigable stream, and 
in th» midst of a country proverbial for its fertility. It is the scat of 
justice for its county — has a bank, a [Minting office, a Catholic church, 
and a Land Office. 

Albion is situated near B<m Pas Creek, and is the centre of what is 
called ^the Marine Settlement,^ formed by Mr. Birkbeck, Flower, and 
other English immigrants. There are many wealthy fimners in this 
vicinity, that were once mariners. 

Galena was first settled in 1826. It was originated by the extensive 
and rich lead mines in its vicinity, and was an outpost of between 3 and 
400 miles advance into the wilderness, north-west of St Louis. The 
population now amounts to near 1,000 inhabitants. There are 42 stores 
and warehouses, with an injurious excess of groceries, and about 250 
dweUing houses. There is a weekly journal, and the usual concomitants 
of a county seat. Fifty steam boat arrivals are the annual average for the 
two past years; and about ten million pounds of lead are annually ex- 
ported from this place. The population in the vicinity is estimated at 
10,000. It is 300 miles north north-west from Vandalia, and about 350 
from St. Louis. 

Shawneetowi^ is situated on the Ohio, 9 miles below th^ mouth of the 
Wabash. The great United States Saline, situated 12 miles back (^ this 
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town, contribut^e to give it consequence. It is the seat of justice for it9 
county, has a Bank with a large capital, and a Land Office. Galconda and 
America are inconsiderable villages on the Ohio. America, from its 
positi(m, it should seem, must become one day of consequence. It is a 
point to which large «team boats can ascend from below, to wait for the 
smaller boats, that ascend Ihe Ohio in low stages of the jvater. Oxford, 
Carmi, Palmyra and Palestine are commencing villages on different waters 
of the Wabash. 

DiseaseSy S^c. The climate is so nearly the same with that of Missouri, 
which we have already described with some particularity, that we need 
add but little in this place. It is generally lower, more extensively 
watered, and something more humid than its sister state, opposite the 
Mississippi. Its diseases are similar, though we think it more subject to 
intermittent and remittent fevers. 

In this state, as well as that, in the extensive and rich bottoms, the cows 
aie subject to a terrible and inexplicable, or at least as yet, unexplained 
disease, called milk sickness. It occurs most frequently in autumn, and 
about that period of autumn, when the first severe frosts happen. From 
this circumstance, and the fkct that the cattle are then driven by necessity 
to pasture upon the succulent vines and herbage of the forest, tliat remain 
unhurt by the frost, it is generally supposed to be'occasioned by the eating 
of some poisonous vegetable. The animal affected with it becon^es ap- 
parently weary and faint, and can travel but a little distance without fall- 
ing. It seems languid and stupid, and so continues to droop until it dies. 
At this time, and under the influence of this sickness, the milk of the cows 
taken in any quantity, seems to produce the same disease in men, or what- 
ever animals swallow it. The persons are subject to extreme nausea, 
faintness, vertigo, recklessness and death. There are, probably, many 
supposed cases of this disease, that have an entirely different origin. — 
Spme have questioned if it be not altogether a fabulous disease. We 
have no doubt upon the subject. We have conversed with so many who 
haife had it, and have recovered, and have heard of so many deaths, that 
were well attested to have arisen from this cause, that we have no more 
doubt of its having affected men, than animals. It has been a subject of 
earnest local disputation among farmers and physicians where it occurs, 
and has recently been discovered to be occasioned by a luxuriant poison 
vine, which grows four feet in height, and is abundant in the richest 
bottoms. 

Moods, Public Imyrovements^ Seminaries^ S^c, Beside the higher 
schools, called Academies, which have been commenced in different parts 
of the state, Rock Spring Theological School is a respectable Bafikt 
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endowment in the Turkey Hilk Settlement, 17 miles east of St. Louis, 
and on the great road from that place to Vincennes. It is intended to 
contain a High School, an Academy and Theological Department The 
expenses of a student are not over 50 dollars a year. It has 50 students. 

Illinois College situated at Jacksonville, was founded in 1829, and haa 
a fund of 13,000 dollars. It has from twenty to thirty students. 

The soil in this state, as we have remarked of Missouri, in general is 
favorahle to roads. The low and clayey prairies aie exceptions. But 
there are vast extents of country where nature has furnished as good 
roads as could be desired. Some of the ferries are difficult to cross in 
rainy periods, from the the muddiness of the^approaches to them. There 
are considerable portions of the country where the roads are very deep 
and heavy in the winter. The rivers furnish most of the communica- 
tions for transport. In no part of the United States would it be easier to 
make canals for the rest. One between the Chicago and Des Plaines, as 
we have seen, has been contemplated. The general government has 
appiq>riated 100,000 acres of land to aid the project. At this time, 
when canals are so generally in contemplation, other routes for canals 
have been surveyed. The same provisions for schools have been made 
here, as in the other western states. In addition to a thirty-sixth of the 
whole of public lands, three per cent, on all the sales of public lands are 
added to the school fund. It is contemplated to establish an University. 
One^sixth part of the school funds, and two entire townships have been 
appropriated for this purpose. There is, in many places, a great need of 
primary schools; though the peo^^ display a growing sense of the vital 
importance of education to the well being of the state. In the more pop- 
ulous and opulent villages, schools are on the same footing, as in the other 
places similarly situated, in the United States. 

CanstUuHan and Laws. The constitution of this state was adopted in 
1818. The representatives and senators are chosen biennially; the gov- 
emor and lieutenant governor for four years. The judiciary is vested in 
a supreme court, and such other subordinate courts as the legislature may 
see fit to establish. The supreme court consists of a chief justice and 
three associate justices, who hold their offices for a given tune^ All free 
white males, who have resided six months in the state, are qualified to 
vote, and they give in their votes at elections vha voce. 

History. The early history of this country has necessarily been an- 
ticipated in the general history of Louisiana. Here were the first French 
establisbments which were made in the valley of the Mississippi. Sonoe 
of the French villages date back considerably beyond an hundred years. 
This colony was known for a long period in the French history by the 
name of the Illinois. They often furnished aid from this colony to 
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Louisiana in ber wars with the Spanish and Indians. There was a time 
when the Illinois colony furnished, chiefly from the country about Kas- 
kaskia, great quantities of flour and provisions to the colony of Louisiana. 
During the revolutionary war these French colonies were quiet for the 
greater part of the time. We have already related the fate of the expe- 
dition from Michilimackinack against St. Louis. In the subsequent 
Indian wars, this region was the theatre of many a gallant exploit of odr 
partizan waniors. We have already mentioned the brilliant action of 
Gen. Clark, in capturing a British general, and detachment at Vincennes. 
This country suffered much from the savages during the late war. Having 
an immaise extent of frontier, contiguous to the lakes and to savage 
tribes, that were under British influence, and steadUy hostile to us; this 
was to be naturally expected. We have already narrated the bloody 
tragedy, that ensued upon the evacuation of Fort Chicago. Many 
frontier settlements were broken up, and many individual murders were 
committed by the Indians. It would only be a repetition of those horrible 
narratives, that bekmg to every frontier country, similarly situated, when 
assailed by the savages, to give a detailed account of thenL The principal 
theatre of the operations of the rangers was in this state. Those opera- 
tions had a great effect to repress the incursions of the savages. A great 
alarm excited by the savages near Rock River, has recently been dispelled 
by marching a considerable body of troops there. 

A considerable number of Sacs and Foxes still inhabit the banks of 
Rock River, or its waters. The Kaskaskia, Cahokias, Peorias, Pianka- 
shaws, Mascontins, Delawares, and Shawaese, are chiefly extinct tribes, 
or have emigrated from this region. Chippeways and Pottawattomies 
are still seen in the limits of this state, as occasional hunters or vagrants 
among the people. But by different treaties the Indians have ceded the 
greater part of their territorial claims to lands. The country has expe- 
rienced, until recently, almost entire freedom from their depredations 
nncethe war; and has rapidly advanced in population and improvement. 
For a series of years, in every autumn, long lines of teams might be seen 
moving towards Sangamon OTMauvaise terrCj the grand points of attrac- 
tion to immigrants. Nearly the same order of events occurred here, as 
in Missouri, in relation to the pecuniary embarrassments of the people, 
after the war. The same expedients of *reUef hms^ and loan office 
banking paper were adopted, with jH-ecisely the same results. The history 
of events in Missouri will answer for that of Illinois, with very little 
variation. Illinois has adopted a constitution, which does not admit in- 
voluntary servitude, or the tenure by which masters hold slaves* Some 
unsuccessful efforts were made by the immigrants from the slave holding 
states, to have their constitution amended^ to admit oi slavery. The 
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question was casnallj agitated in the papers, and a convention for the 
purpose was proposed. Bat the modeiation and good sense of the people 
allowed this irritating investigatiim to sleep undistufbed. This great 
state, with unoccupied and fertile soil, to support millions of agricultural 
people in affluence, roust ultimately become populous and powerful. 

Curumties, Rock Fort is a projection from the left bank of the river 
Illinois. Its base is washed on three sides by the Illinois, which here flows 
rapidly over a rocky bed. Broken masses of rock are seen above the 
surface of the water. The judgment of the beholder would give the 
height of this cliff at 250 feet. The actual measurement migl^, however 
fall short of this. Its perpendicular sides, arising from the river, are 
inaccessible. It is connected with a chain of hills, that extend up the 
Illinois by a narrow ledge, the only ascent to which is by a winding and 
precipitous path. This rock has on its top a level sur&ce, three-foiuths 
of an acre in extent; and covered by a soil several feet in depth, which 
has thrown up a growth of young trees. These form, as they receive 
their peculiar tints from the seasons, a verdant, or gorgeous, and parti- 
colored crown, for this battlement ofnature^s creation. The advantages, 
which it affords, as an impregnable retreat, induced a band of Illinois 
Indians, who sought a refuge from the fury of the Pottawattomies, with 
whom they were at war, to intrench themselves here* They repulsed aU 
the assaults of their beseigers, and would have remained masters of their 
high tower, but for the impossibility of longer obtaining supplies of vrater. 
They had been used to attaching vessels to ropes of bark, and dropping 
them into the river from an overhanging point. Their enemies stationed 
themselves in canoes at the base of the cliff, and cut off the ropes as fast 
as they were let down. The consequence of this was a surrender, and the 
entire extirpation of the band. An intrenchment corresponding to the 
edge of the precipice, is distinctly visible, and fragments of antique pot- 
tery, and other curious remains of the vanished race, are strewn around. 
From this elevated point, the Illinois may be ^ced as it winds through 
deep and solitary forests, or outspread plains, onward to the Mississippi, 
until it disappears from the vision in the distance. In the opposite 
direction, a prairie stretches out, and blends with the horizon. At the 
foot of Rock Fort, on the kndside, the eye reposes on a verdant carpet, 
enamelled with flowers of surpassing beauty. To relieve the uniformity, 
from which even this beautiful view would suffer, the forest boundary of 
the opposite side of the prairie, presents its gracefully curved line, and 
offisrs, from the noble size of the trees, and the thickness and depth of 
verdure of their foliage, 'that boundless contiguity of shade,^ sought after 
by the poet. 
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^The Cave in Rock,^ or ^House of Nature,^ below ShawneetowD, is 
pointed out to passengers on the Ohio, as a gieat curiosity; and its front 
is marked with the names of its visitors. Abo?e and below it are high 
perpendicular lime stone blufis, surmounted with cedars, above which are 
sailing in the blue, eagles, birds of prey, or aquatic fowls. The entrance 
to the cave is just above high water mad£. It has an arched roof 25 or 90 
feet high,and extends back 120 feet It has occasionally a£bided a tem- 
porary winter asylum to families, descending the river. The immense 
prairies, and the numberless sink holes of this state are curiosities, no way 
different from the same spectacles in Missouri. 
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Medial length, 400 miles; medial breadth 120. Between 35^ and 
360 36' N. latitude, and 4© SO' and 10^ W. longitude. Bounded east by 
North Carolina; south by Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi; west by 
the river Mississippi. It was originally included in the state of North 
Carolina, from which it was separated, and admitted into the Union in 
1796. 





CIVIL DIVISIONS. 




CaunHea. 


County Toums. 


Distances from NasknUe. 


Anderson, 


Clinton, 


195 miles. 


Bedford, 


ShelbyviUe, 


52 


Bledsoe, 


PikeviUe, 


109 


Blount, 


MarysviUe, 


197 


Campbell, 


Jacksboro^ 


543 


Carroll, 


Huntingdon, 


109 


Carter, 


Elizabethton, 


116 


Claibome, 


TazeweU, 


243 


Cooke, 


Newport, 


247 


Davidson, 


Nashville, 




Dickson, 


CharlotteviUe, 


40 


Dyer, 


Dyersburgh, 


168 


Fayette, 


Somerville, 


184 


Fentress, 


Jamestown, 


131 


Franklin, 


Winchester, 


82 


Gibson, 


Trenton, 


139 


Giles, 


Pulaski, 


77 


Grainger y 


Rutledge, 


232 


Greene, 


Greenville, 


SW3 


Hardiman, 


9oUvar, 


158 
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HamiltoD^ 


Hamilton C. H. 


148 


Hardin, 


Savannah, 


112 


Hawkins, 


Rogersville, 


264 


Hajwood, 


Brownsville, 


175 


Henderson, 


Lexington, 


13a 


Henry, 


Paris, 


IDS 


Hickman, 


Vernon, 


65 


Humphries, 


Reynoldsburgh, 


78 


JacksoB, 


Gainesboro% 


7» 


Jeflferson, 


Dundridgo, 


229 


Knox, 


Knoxville, 


199 


Lawrence, 


Lawrencebuigh, 


75 


Lincoln, 


Fayetteville, 


73 


McMinn, 


Athens, 


153 


HcNaiiy, 


Purdy, 


128 


Madison, 


Jackson, 


147 


Marion, 


Jasper, 


114 


Maury, 


Columbia, 


42 


Monroe^ 


Madisonvifie, 


168 


Montgomery, 


Clarksville, 


46 


Morgan, 


Morgan C. H. 


161 


Overton, 


Monroe, 


109 


Obion, 


Troy, 


161 


Perry, 


Shannonville, 


114 


Rhea, 


Washington, 


129 


Roane, 


Kingston, 


159 


Robertson, 


Springfield, 


25 


Rutherford, 


S&rfreesboro% 


33 


SoTier, 


Sevier C. H. 


225 


Shdby, 


Memphis, 


224 


Smitl^ 


Carthage, 


52 


Stewart, 


Dover, 


81 


Sullivan, 


BlountBville, 


306 


Sumner, 


Gallatin, 


25 


Tiptom 


Covington, 


197 


Warren, 


McMinnville, 


74 


Washington, 


Jonesboro^ 


298 


Wayne, 


Waynesboro% 


92 


Weakly, 


Dresden, 


132 


White, 


Sparta, 


9ft 


Williamson, 


Franklin, 


18 


Wilson, 


Lebanon, 


SI 
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.Nadiville is 714 mfles froin Wasbington; 594 fhrni New Orieaiui; 
297 fVom Cincinnati ; 288 fiom Indianapolis, and 993 from New Yoiic. 

The census of 1890 gives the population of this state as foltows: — 
Whites, 687,930; Slaves, 142^79. Total 684,822. 

Face of the cotmtry. In this respect this state is more divereified than 
uiy other in the western country. The Cumberland Mountains range 
through it in an oblique direction, dividing it into two distinct sections, 
called East and West Tennessee. In East Tennessee the All^^nies 
branch out into a great number of ridges. Among these the most lofty 
are Cumberland, and Laurel Ridge. Stone, Yellow, bcm, Bald, and 
Unaka are diffesent peaks of a continued chain. Welling's and Co|qper 
Ridge, and Clinch, PoweU^s and Bay^s Mountains are at the north-east of 
the state. It is singular, that all these mountains have a dip towards the 
west, apparently surpassing that of their eastern declivity. Mountains 
and hilki occupy a very great proportion of the state. There can be 
nothing grand and imposing in scenery, nothing striking and picturesque 
in cascades and prec^tous declivities of mountains, covered with wood; 
nothing romantic and delightful in deep and sheltered vallies, through 
which wind clear streams, which is not found in this state. Even the 
summits of some of the mountains exhibit plateaus of ccmsiderable 
extent, which admit of good roads, and are cultivated and inhabited. 
The mountains and hills subside, as they approach the Ohio and Missis 
sippi. On the vallies of the small creeks and streams are many pleasant 
plantations, in situations beautiful, and yet so lonely that they seem lost 
among the mountains. These vallies are rich, beyond any of the same 
description elsewhere in the western country. The alluvions of the 
great streams of Tennessee and Cumberland differ little from those of the 
other great streams of the West. As great a proportion of the cultivable 
land in Tennessee is first rate, as in any other of the western states. — 
The soil in East Tennessee has^ uncommon prqwrtions of dissolved Unie, 
and nitrate of lime mixed with it, which give it a great share of fertility. 
The descending strata in West Tennessee appear to be arranged in the 
ibllowing order: first, loamy soil, or mixtures of clay and sand; next, 
yellow clay; thirdly, a mixture of red sand and red clay; and lastly, a 
sand, as white as is seen on the shores of the Atlantic In the southern 
parts of the state are immense banks of oyater shells, of a size, that in 
some instances, the half of a single shell weighs two pounds. They are 
found on high table grounds, far from the Mississippi, or any water coarse, 
and at a still greater distance from the Gulf of Mexico. 

BarikMj I\>ssilsy and SalU, Beautiful white, grey, and red marbles 
are found in this state. Inexhaustible quarries of gypsum, of the finest 
quality, aboimd in East Tennessee, in positions fhvorable to be tiansp<»ted 
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bj the boftteUe waters of tbe K^bton. Burr nill stones are qaamed 
fiom some of the Ciniiberiaiid iiioimtaiiis. BeaHtifblflpecmieiiBof nx^ 
dystak aresooietinies discoTered. One or two nHoes of lead have been 
worked ; and iron ore is no wbne more abundant. Salt springs abound 
intl^oonntrj; tboagfafewoftbeni are of a strength to justify their being 
worked. Nitrous earth is very abundant; and any quantity, required in 
tfaearts, nugfatbemade fixxn the earth of tbe »mk peire eacetj whidi 
abound in this state. 

These cayes are among the most astonishing curioatks. Oneof^Km 
was descended 400 feet below te surftce; and on the smooth lime stone at 
the bottom was found a stream of pure water, snfliriflnt to turn a miD. 
A cave, on an elevated peak of Cumberland Moontain, has a perpendicular 
descent, the bottom of which has not yet been sounded. Cares, in 
comparison with whiefa, the one so celebrated at Antiparoe is but a slight 
excavation, are common in this region of subterranean wonden. The 
circumstance of their frequency prerents their being explored. Were 
there fewer in number, we might amuse our readers with accurate descrip- 
tions of the noblest caves in the world. As it is, little more of them is 
known, than that they abound with nitrous earth; that they q>ring up 
with vaulted roofii, or run along, for miles, in regular oUoog excavations. 
A cave, which may be descended some hundred feet, and traced a mile 
in length, is scarcely pointed out to tbe traveller, as an object worthy of 
particular notice. Tbe most remarkable of these subterranean wonders 
has been traced ten miles. 

Climaie and Productions, The climate of this medial region, between 
the northern and southern extremities of the country, is deli^tiul. — 
Tennessee has a much milder temperature than KCTtucky. In West 
Tennessee great quantities of cotton are raised; and the growing of that 
article is the staple of agriculture. Snows, however, of some depth are 
frequent in the winter.' But the sununers, especially in the more elevated 
regions, are mild ; and have not the sustained ardors of the same season 
in Florida and Louisiana. Apples, pears, and plums, which are properly 
northern fruits, are raised in great perfection. The season of planting 
for maize, in the central parts of the state, is early in ApriL In elevated 
and favorable positions, no part of the United States is healthier. In the 
low vallies where stagnant waters abound, and on the alluvions of the 
great rivers, it is sickly. 

Almost all the forest trees of the western country are found within tbe 
limits of this state. The laurel tribes are not common. Juniper, red 
cedar, and savine are seen on the numberless sufbmits and declivities of 
the mountains. Cotton, indigo, com, whiskey, horses, cattle, fiour, gun 
povvder, salt petre, poultry, bacon, lard, butter, apples, pork, coarse linen, 
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tobacco, and various other articles constitute the loading of boats, that 
come down the Cumberland and the Tennessee; and these articles are 
produced in great abundance. Cotton, of a certam quality, is known by 
the name of Tennessee cotton, in all places where American commerce 
has reached^ In sheltered situations figs might be raised in perfection. 
The present outlets of the commerce of thfe state are the Cumberland and 
Tennessee rivers. The southern divisions of this state are so much 
nearer the gulf of Mexico by the Alabama that there can be no doubt, 
that the enlightened and enterprising people will, before long, make 
canals, which shall connect the waters of the Tennessee with those of the 
Alabama and Mobile; and thus shorten the very circuitous present 
communications of this state with the gulf of Mexico to one third of 
their present distance. 

JRioers. We have already described the Tennessee, and its principal 
branches, under the head of Alabama. It may not be amiss to repeat, 
that it rises in the Alleghany mountains, traverses East Tennessee, and 
almost the whole northern limit of Alabama, enters Tennessee, and 
crosses nearly the whole widtli of it into Kentucky, and thence empties 
into the Ohio. Its whole course, from its fountains to that river, is longer 
than that of the Ohio from Pittsburgh to its mouth, being by its meanders, 
nearly 1,200 miles. It is by far the largest tributary of the Ohio; and 
it is a question, if it do not furnish as much water as the main river. It 
is susceptible of boat navigation for at least a thousand miles. It enters 
the Ohio thirteen miles below the mouth of the Cumberland, and fifty- 
seven above that of the Ohio. Its head branches in East Tennessee are 
Holston, Nolachucky, French Broad, Tellico, Richland, Clinch, Big 
Emery, and Hiwassee rivers. In its whole progress, it is continually 
receiving rivers, that have longer or shorter courses among the mountains. 
The principal of these are PowelPs, Sequklchee, Elk and Duck rivers. 

The Cumberland rises in the Cumberland mountains, in the south-east 
part of Kentucky, through which it has a course of nearly 200 miles. It 
has a circuit in Tennessee of 250 miles; and joins the Ohio in the state of 
Kentucky. Its principal brandies, in this state are Obed^s river, Carey^s 
Fork, Stone% Harpeth, and Red rivers. Most of the tributaries of this 
and Tennessee rivers rise in the mountains, and are too shallow fi)r boat 
navigation, except in the time of floods. Occasional floods occur at all 
seasons of the year, in which flat boats can be floated down to the main 
river, to await the stage of water, when that, also, shall be navigable to 
New Orleans. Obian, Forked Deer, Big Hatchee and Wolf rivers, enter 
the Mississippi on the western boundary of the state. These rivers finrm 
important beatable communications bom the interior of that large and fine 
district of country, <the Jackson purchase,' with the Mississippi. It 
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would fonn but a barren catalogue of barbarous words, to gi?e the names 
of all the riversy large and smally that water this state. No part of the 
western country is better watered. It is a country of hills and mountains, 
and mountain streams, and beautiful Tallies. 

The Jackson purchase in the west part of Tennessee has not been settled 
more than 13 years; but its fertility and prosperity are indicated by the 
fact, that there are already 15 or 16 counties in it. 

AgricuUwej Produce and Manufactures. Cotton is the st]4>le article 
of growth. But the soil and cUmate rear all the products of Kentucky, in 
abundance; and as neither in the staple of the cotton, or its amount, can 
they compete with the more southern states, and taking into view the 
great depression of the price of that article, it is hoped, that the hardy 
and intelligent farmers of this great state will turn their attention to some 
other articles of cultivation, particularly the silk mulberry, the vine, and 
the raising of bees, for which the soil and climate seem to be admirably 
fitted. Wheat, rye, barley, spelts, oats, Indian com, all the fruits of the 
United States, with the exception of oranges, grow luxuriantly here. In 
East Tennessee, considerable attention is paid to raising cattle and horses, 
which are driven over the mountains to the Atlantic country for sale. In 
1820, the number of persons employed in agriculture was 109,919; and 
in manufactures 7,860. The amount of articles manufuctured was 
estimated at between four and five millions of dollars. The principal 
articles were iron, hemp, cotton and cordage. The expcffts^have hitherto 
been through New Orleans. Qocoe of the articles are sent to the head 
yraters of the Ohio, and recently some have been wagoned across the 
ridges to the waters of the Alabama, and have found their way to the gulf 
by Mobile. Over a thousand persons are employed in conducting the 
commerce of the state. 

Ckirf Tbwns. Hurfreesborough was until recently the political 
metrc^poUs of the state. It is situated on Stone^a river, thirty-two miles 
flouth-e^ fixMn Nashville; and contains about fourteen hundred inhab- 
itants. It is central to the two great divisions of the state, and is 
scMTounded by a delightful and thriving country. 

Nashville is the present capital of the state, and the largest town in it. 
It is very pleasantly situated on the south shore of the Cumberland, 
adjacent to fine blufis. Steam boats can ordinarily ascend to this place^ 
as long as they can descend from the mouth of the Cumberland to that 
of the Ohio. It is a place, that will be often visited, as a resort for the 
people of the lower country, during the sultry months. Scarcely ai^y 
town in the western country, has advanced with more rapid strides. 

The legislature has rescinded a law forbidding the introduction of any 
branch pf the hank of the United States into this state. A branch of that 
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bank has been fixed here, and has greatly favoured the growth of the town. 
A splendid hotel, which had been burnt, has been rebuilt in more than its 
former beauty. The town is adorned with one of ih*i largest and 
handsomest market houses in the western country. It is the seat of the 
university of Nashville, which, in regard to its professorships, library, 
chemical and philosophical apparatus, the estimation of its president, and 
the actual fruits of its utility, has taken a high place amons[ western insti- 
tutions of the kind. It has a number of churches, a lyceum, and many 
handsome private dwellings. It issues four or five gazettes, which rank 
among the most respectable in the West. The citizens in general, evince 
an encouraging interest in the advancement of science, literature and 
taste. Few towns impart more pleasant impressions of general hospitality 
and urbanity to strangers. It contains 5,111 inhabitants. It is 714 miles 
south-west from Washington; 594 north-east from New Orleans; 294 
south-west from Cincinnati; 288 south from Indianapolis, and 937 south- 
west from New York. 

Knoxville, the chief town of East Tennessee, is situated on Holston 
river, four miles below its junction with French Broad. It contaii^ about 
3,000 inhabitants; has growing manufectures, a respectable semiaary of 
learning, and is a pleasant and thriving place. Knoxville college in this 
town, is one of the oldest seminaries in the state. Beside this and Nash- 
ville university, there is Greenville college, incorporated in 1794, witli 
from 30 to 40 students, and the theological institution at Marysville in 
East Tennessee. It has a library of 5,500 volumes; is under Presby- 
terian supervision, containing in the theological and academical 
departments, 55 students. 

The following are considerable villages, containing from 5C0 to 1,500 
inhabitants. Blountsville, Rogersville, and Rutledge on Holston river. 
Tazewell, Grantsborough and Kingston, on Clinch river; Jonesborough, 
Greenville, Newport, Dandridge, Sevierville on French Broad and its 
waters; Marysville, Washington, Pikeville, Madison, Winchester, Fayette- 
ville, Pulaski, Shelbyville, Columbia, Vernon and Reynoldsburg on the 
Tennessee and its waters. Montgomery, Monroe, Sparta, Carthage, 
(jrallatin, Lebanon, M'Minnville, Jefferson, Franklin, Haysborough, 
Chariotte, Springfield, Clarksville on the Cumberland and its waters. 
One of the most terrible storms recorded in the annals of our country, 
occurred in May, 1830, in a district of which Carthage and Shelby^ille, 
were the centre. It was a mingled tempest of wind, thunder, lightning 
and rain. Trees, houses, and every thing on the surface were prostrated. 
Five persons were killed, and many wounded; and property destroyed to 
the value of 80,000 dollars. Memphis occupies the former site of Fort 
Pickering. It stands on one of the noblest bluffs of tlie Mississippi) 
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proudly elevated above that river, and its fine opposite bottoms. A 
beautiful rolling country surrounds it in the rear. A remnant of the tribe 
of the Chickasaws resides near it. The original inhabitants of this village 
were chiefly of mixed blood. Since it has taken such an imposing name 
it has made considerable progress, and from its intermediate position be- 
tween the upper and lower ^un try, and from its being the point of general 
traverse from Tennessee to the vast regions on the Arkansas, Washita, 
and Red River, there can be no doubt, that it will ultimately become a 
^Considerable place. It is one of the places on the Mississij^i, which 
passing steam boats generally honor with the discharge of their cannon, 
as they ascend the river by it At no great distance back of this town, is 
Nashoba, the seat of the grand experiment of Miss Frances Wright, in 
her attempts to educate and emancipate slaves. 

Natural CvriosiHet. This would easily swell to a copious article. 
We have already touched on the singular configuration of the lime stone 
substrata of this country, firom which it results, that there are numberless 
extensive cavities in the earth. Some have supposed that these hollows 
are extended under the greater part of the surface of the state. Springs, 
and even considerable streams of water flow in them, and have subterran- 
eous courses. Caves have been explored at great depths for an extent of 
ten miles. They abound in singular chambers, prodigious vaulted apart- 
ments, and many of them, when faintly illumined with the torches of ihe 
visitants, have a gloomy grandeur, which no description could reach. 
The bones of animals, and in some instances, human skeletons have been 
found in them. The earth of these caves is impregnated strongly with 
nitrate of lime, firom which any quantity of gun powder might be made. 

On some spurs of the Cumberland Mountains, called the Enchanted 
Mountains, are marked in the solid limestone, footsteps of men, horses, 
and other animals, as firesh as though recently made, and as distinct as 
though impressed upon clay mortar. The tracts often indicate, that the 
feet which made them, had slidden, as would be the case in descending 
declivities in sofl clay. They are precisely of the same class vrith the 
impress of two human feet found in a block of solid limestone, quarried 
at St. Louis on the margin of the Mississippi. The manner in which 
they were produced is entirely inexplicable. 

Tennessee is abundant in petrifactions and organic remains. Near the 
southern boundary of the state are three trees entirely petrified. One is 
a cypress, four feet in diameter. The other is a sycamore, and the third 
is a hickory. They were brought to light by the falling in of the south 
bank of the Tennessee. A nest of eggs of the wild turkey were dug 
up in a state of petrifaction. Prodigious claws, teeth, and other bones of 
animals are found near the salines. A tooth was recently in the posses- 
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sion of Jeremiah Brown, Esq. which Judge Haywood affirms, measured a 
number of feet in length, and at the insertion of the jaw was eight inches 
broad. At a sulphur spring 12 miles from Beynoldsburgh, was found a 
tusk of such enormous dimensions, as that it was supposed to weigh from 
1 to 200 pounds. It is shining, yellow, and perfectly retains the original 
conformation. Near it were found other bones, supposed to belong to 
the same huge animal. It is calculated, from the appearance and size of 
the bones, that the animal, when living, must have been 20 feet high. 
Logs and coal, both pit and charcoal are often dug up in this state, at 
depths from 60 to 100 feet below the surface. Jugs, vases, and idols of 
moulded clay have been found in so many places, as hardly to be deemed 
curiosities. Walls of faced stone, and even walled wells have been found 
in so many places, and under such circumstances, and at such depths, as 
to preclude the idea of their having been made by the whites of the 
present day, or the past generation. In this state, as well as in Missouri, 
burying grounds have been found, where the skeletons seem all to have 
been pigmies. The graves in which the bodies were deposited, are sel- 
dom more than two feet, or two feet and a half in length. To obviate 
the objection, that these are all bodies of children, it is affirmed that 
these skulls are found to possess the dentes sapierUUe and must have be- 
longed to persons of mature age. 

There are many beautiful cascades in Tennessee. One of the most strik- 
ing is that, known by the name of the ^falling water.'* The cascade is 8 
miles above its junction with the Caney Fork, and nearly 50 from Car- 
thage. For some distance above, the river is a continual cataract, having 
^len, in a little distance, 150 feet. The 'falV or perpendicular leap, is 
200 feet, or as some measure it, 150 feet. The width of the sheet is 80 
feet, and the noise is deafening. Taylor^s Creek fall is somewhat greater 
than this. It is differently estimated from 200 to 250. The descent to the 
foot of the rock is difficult and dangerous ; but the grandeur of the spectacle 
richly compensates the hazard. The spectator finds himself almost shut 
out from the view of the sky, by an overhanging cliff, between 3 and 400 
ieet high. The stream before him, falling froip the last rock in sheets of 
foam, almost deafens him with the noise. A considerable breeze is created 
by the fall, and the mist is driven fircmi the falling spray like rain. Twenty 
yards below this, on the south side, is the most beautiful cascade of which 
the imagination can conceive. A creek six or eight feet wide, falls from 
the summit of an overhanging rock, a distance of at least 300 feet. The 
water, in its descent, is divided into a thousand little streams, which are 
oflen driven by the wind, in showers of rain, for a number of yards 
distance. 
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Much discussion has ensued, and much useless learning been thrown 
away, touching some silver and copper coins, found some years since, at a 
little distance below the surface, near Fayetteville, in this state. One of 
the silver coins purports to be of Anton ius and the other of Commodus. 
The earth under which the copper coins were found, was covered with 
trees, which could not be less than 400 years old. There can be no doubt 
that such coins were found ; and there seems some difficulty in supposing 
them to have been deposited, merely to play upon the credulity of some 
virtuoso. But, as such deceptions have been known to be practised, in 
some instances, we offer it as a possible solution. 

The paintings, that are found on some high, and apparently inaccessible 
rocks, in this state, have been mentioned as curiosities, ever since it has 
been visited by ^vhite men. The figures are of the sun, moon, animals, 
and serpents; and are out of question the work of former races of men. 
The colors are presented as fresh as though recently done, and the delin- 
eations in some instances are vivid and ingenious. 

A curious appearance, so common to the people of the country, as no 
longer to strike them with wonder, is the immensely deep channels, in 
which many of the streams of this country run. Descending many of 
them, that are large enough to be boatable, the astonished voyager looks 
up, and sees himself borne along a river running at the bpse of perpen- 
dicular lime stone walls, sometimes 3 or 400 feet high. The view is still 
more grand and surprising, when the spectator looks down from above, 
and sees the daric waters rolling at such prodigious depths below him, in a 
regular excavation, that seems to have been hewn from the solid lime- 
stone, on purpose to receive the river. 

Constitution. This has no essential diflference of feature from that of 
the other western states. In the legislature the number of representatives 
bears a given proportion to the number of taxable inhabitants, and the 
number of senators must never be more than one-half, or less than one-third 
of the number of representatives. To be eligible, as members of eitlicr 
house, the person must have resided three years in the state, and one in the 
county; and be possessed of 200 acres of land. The governor is elected 
for two years, and is eligible six years out of eight. He must be 25 years 
of age; must have resided in the state four years, and must possess 500 
acres of land, to be eligible to that office. The judiciary is divided into 
courts of law and equity. The legislature appoints the judges, to hold 
their office during good behaviour. All free men 21 years of age, and 
who have resided in the county six months preceding the election, possess 
the elective franchise. 

Schools, There are four institutions in the state, which bear the name 
of colleges; one at NashviHe, one at Knoxville, one at Marysville, and 
Kreraer CoUge, smce changed to the name of Jefferson. The Cumber- 
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land Presbyterians are making great efforts to rear a theological institu- 
tion, in which to train young men fbr their worship. The college at 
Nashville has already yielded most efficient aid to the literature of the 
state. Academies and conmion schools are increasing, and the people 
seem to be awakening to a sense of the importance of education to the 
preservation of our republican institutions. 

History, Tennessee asserts claims, along with Kentucky, to be the 
conmion mother of the western states. She fills a large and conspicuous 
place in tlie early annals of the West. No state sufierqd more terribly in 
its commencement, from the savages. None evinced a deeper stake in 
the early altercations with Spain, touching the right of navigating the 
Mississippi. Her fierce disputes with the mother state, North Carolina, 
and the intestine broils, which gave origin to the short lived republic of 
Frankland, while she made arrangements to become an independent 
state, have already been recorded. She has already sent abroad thousands 
of her sons, to people the states of Missouri, IlUnois, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, and Florida, Arkansas, and even Texas in the Mexican country. 
Yet the census of 1830 has presented her in the commanding attitude of 
numbering nearly 700,000 inhabitants, being the second most populous 
of the western states. This result creates the more surprize, in as much as 
every one conversant with the states and territories beyond, knows how 
largely emigmnts firom this state have contributed to their settlement; 
and as this is the only one of the slave states which has shown an increase 
conrunensurate with the free states. 

The legislature of this state has evinced a spirit of munificence and 
enterprize, in regard to literature and public institutions highly creditable. 
It has recently appropriated 25,000 dollars for the erection of a peniten- 
tiary, and 150,000 dollars for internal improvements. It deems, that by 
an easy improvement of the navigation of the Tennessee and Holston 
rivers, the state vriU save 150,000 doUan annually, in the tmnsport of the 
single article of salt. 

Tennessee has availed herself of her influence of seniority and impor- 
tance in the west, by leaving a respectable impress of her chaxacter on the 
states and territories beyond her. No state shared a prouder part in the 
late war. She has already given a President to the Union. Her march 
since she became a state, has been almost uniformly patriotic and prosper- 
ous, and she has already attained to a high relative rank in the general 
confederacy. 
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Medial length, 400 miles. Medial breadth, 150 miles; contains 
40,000 square miles. Bounded north by the river Ohio, which separates 
it from Ohio, Indiana, and Ulinois; east by Virginia; south by Tennessee; 
and west by the Mississippi, which separates it from Missouri. 

CIVIL DIVISIONS. 



Counties. 


CounUf Tdums. Distances 


from Frankfort, 


Adair, 


Columbia, 


91 miles. 


Allen, 


Scottsville, 


151 


Anderson, 


Lawrenceburgh, 


12 


Barren, 


Glasgow, 


126 


Bath, 


Owingsville, 


73 


Boone, 


Burlington, 


72 


Bourbon, 


Paris, 


43 


Bracken, 


Augusta, 


73 


Brackenridge, 


Hardinsburgh, 


118 


Bullitt, 


Shepherdsville, 


74 


Butler, 


Morgantown, 


141 


Caldwell, 


Princeton, 


229 


Callaway, 


Wadesboro', 


262 


Campbell, 


Newport, 


99 


Casey, 


Liberty, 


66 


Christian, 


Hopkinsville, 


206 


Clark, 


Winchester, 


45 


Clay, 


Manchester, 


115 


Cumberland, 


Burkesville, 


119 


Daviess, 


Owensboro', 


150 


Edmonson, 


Brownsville, 


138 


Esau, 


Irvine, 


71 
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Fayette, 


Lexington, 


25 


Fleming, 


Flemingburgfa, 


79 


Floyd, 


Prestonburgb, 


142 


Franklin, 


Frankfort, 




Gallatin, 


Port William, 


57 


Garrard, 


Lancaster, 


52 


Grant, 


Williamstown, 


44 


Graves, 


Mayfiekl, 


284 


Grayson, 


Litchfield, 


110 


Greene, 


Greensbnrgh, 


00 


Grreennp, 


Greenup C. H. 


132 


Hancock, 


Hawsviile, 


130 


Hardin, 


Elizabethtown, 


80 


Harland, 


Harlan C. H. 


168 


Harrison, 


Cynthiana, 


38 


Hart, 




105 


Henderson, 


Henderson, 


180 


Henry, 


Newcastle, 


37 


Hickman, 


Clinton, 


308 


Ho]^ins, 


Madison viUe, 


200 


Jefferson, 


Louisville, 


52 


Jessamine, 


Nicholasville, 


37 


Knox, 


Barboureville C.H. 


122 


Laurel, 


Hazel Patch, 


102 


Lawrence, 


Louisa, 


127 


Lewis, 


Clarksburgh, 


00 


Lincoln, 


Stanford, 


51 


Livingston, 


Salem, 


245 


Logan, 


Russellville, 


171 


McCracken, 


Wilmington, 


289 


Madison, 


Richmond, 


50 


Mason, 


Washington, 


63 


Mead 


Brandenburgh, 


00 


Mercer, 


Harrodsburgh, 


30 


Monroe, 


Tompkinsville, 


144 


Montgomery, 


Mount Sterling, 


60 


Morgan, 


West Liberty, 


107 


Muhlenburgh, 


GreenvUle C/H. 


177 


Nelson, 


Bardstown, 


55 


Nicholas, 


Carlisle, 


58 



84ft 



44 
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Ohio, Hartfordy 154 

Oldham, Westport, 44 

OweD, Owenton , 28 

Pendleton, Falmouth, 65 

Perry, Perry C. H. 148 

Pike, Piketon, 165 

Pulaski, Somerset, 85 

Rock Castle, Mount Vernon, 73 

RusseU, Jamestown, 109 

Scott, Geoigetown, 17 

Shelby, ^elbyville, 21 

Simpson, Franklin, 165 

Spencer, Taylorsville, 35 

Todd, Elkton, 186 

Trigg, Cadiz, 226 

Union, Morganfield, 205 

Warren, Bowling Green, 145 

Washington, Springfield, 50 

Wayne, Monticello, 110 

Whitely, Whitely C. H. ISO 

Woodford, Versailles, 13 

The census of 1830 gives the population of this state as follows: — 
Whites, 518,678; SlaTes, 165,350. Total, 688,844. 

From the eastern limit of this state, wh^re it bounds on Virginia, to the 
mouth of the Ohio^ is between 6 and 700miles. In this whole distance, 
the northern limit of the state is on the Ohio. Thence it bounds on the 
Afississippi between 40 and 50 miles* Almost the whole of the state, 
therefore, in its configuraticm, belongs to the valley of the Ohio. The 
eastern and southern front of the state touches upon the Alleghany 
mountains, whose spurs descend, for a considerable distance, into it — 
Beyond the lower part of the valley of the Tennessee, the Kentucky 
shore slopes to the Mississippi. The rivers Tennessee, Cumberland, and 
Kentucky have broad and deep vallies. The valley of Green River, and 
that in the central parts of the state are noted for their extent, beauty, 
and fertiHty. But, though Kentucky has been generally estimated to 
possess larger bodies of fertile land, than any other western state, and 
although nothing can exceed the beauty of the great valley, of which 
Lexington is the centre, yet there are in Kentucky large sterile tracts, 
and much land too mountainous, or too poor for cultivation. The centre 
of the state is delightfully rolling. A tract of country, nearly 100 miles in 
one direction and 50 in the other, is found here, which for beauty of 
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surTaeey amenity of landscape, the deligfatfbl aspect of its open groves, 
and the extreme fertility of its soil, exceeds perhaps any other tract of 
country of the same extent Under this great extent, at a depth of from 
three to ten feet is a suhstratum or floor of limestone. So much dissolved 
lime is mixed with the soil, as to impart to it a warm and forcing quality, 
which imparts, when the earth is sufficiently moist, an inexpressible 
freshness and vigor to the vegetation. Through this beautiful country 
meander the Little Sandy, Licking, Kentucky and Salt Rivers, and their 
numerous branches. In it there are few precipitous hills. Much of the 
soil is of that character, technically known by the name ^mulaUo land? 
The woods have a charming aspect, as though they were promiscuously 
arranged for a pleasure ground. Grape vines of prodigious size climb 
the trees, and spread their umbrageous leaves over all the other verdure. 
Black walnut, black cherry, honey locust, buck eye, pawpaw, sugar tree, 
mulberry, elm, ash, hawthorn, coffee tree, and the grand yellow poplar, 
trees which indicate the richest soil, are every where abundant. In the 
first periods of the settlement of the country, it was covered with a thick 
cane brake, that has disappeared, and has been replaced by a beautiful 
grass sward of a peculiar cast even in the forest. In the early periods of 
spring, along vrith the purple and redundant flowera of the red bud, and 
the beautifiil white blossoms of the dog wood, there is an abundance of 
that beautiful plant, the May apple, the rich verdure of which has an in- 
describable effect upon the eye. The trees generally are not large^ but 
tall, straight) and taper; and have the aspect of having been transplanted 
to the i^ces which they occupy. Innumerable branches wind among 
these copses; and in the declivites burst out springs of pure lime stone 
water. 

That part of the state, vdiich borders on Tennessee and Virginia, re- 
sembles the country in the vicinity of the Allegfaanies in Tennessee. The 
landscape painter might come here, and find, that nature had transcended 
any mental conceptions of the beau ideal of scenery. The numerous 
mountain branches wind round the bases of the small table hilld, cutting 
down deep and almost frightful gullies, and forming ^caves,' as they are 
called by the people, or gulfs, covered with the shade of immensely large 
poplars, often eight feet in diameter. Such a tree will throw into the air 
a column of an hundred feet shaft. No words would convey adequate 
ideas of the lonely beauty of some of these secluded spots. 

Between the Rolling Fork of Salt river and Green river is a very ex- 
tensive tract, called ^barrens.^ The soil is generally good, though not of 
the first quality. But the country, sparsely shaded with trees, is covered 
with grass like aprairie, and affords a fine range for cattle. Between Green 
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and CumberlaiM] rivers is a still larger tract of 'barrens.^ Sponead oirer this 
district is an immense number of knobs, covered with shrubby and post 
oaks. In the year 1800, the legislature made a gratuitous grant of 400 
acres of this land to every roan, who chose to become an actual settler. 
A great many occupants were found on these conditions. The country 
proved to be uncommonly healthy. So much of the land was incapable 
of clearing and cultivation from a variety of causes, that the range will 
probably remain unimpaired for a long time. Game abounds. Swine 
are raised vrith the greatest ease. Enough land is capable of cultivation^ 
to supply all the needs of the settlers. Many fiurmers on this soil umJeo 
fine tobacco. These lands have come into reputati<Hi; and they who 
received their farms as a free gift, are now living comfortably and rearing 
Fespectable families in rustic independence. 

For variety of hill and dale, for the excellence of the soil, yielding in 
abundance, all that is necessary for comfortable subsistence, for amenity 
of landscape, beauty of forest, the number of dear streams and fine 
rivers, health, and the finest developement of the human form, and patii- 
archial simplicity of rural opulence, we question if any country can be 
fi>und surpassing Kentucky. We have heard the hoary ^residenters,^ the 
compatriots of Daniel Boone, speak of it as it appeared to them, when 
they first emigrated from their native V ii^ginia and North Cardina. It was 
in the spring when they arrived. The only paths among the beautiful 
groves, were those which the buffaloes and bears had broken through the 
cane brakes. The wilderness displayed one extaided tufl of blossoms. 
A man stationed near one of these paths, could kill game enough, with a 
proportion of turkeys and other large birds, in an hour, to supply the 
wants of a month. There can be no wonder that hunters, men who had 
been reared among the comparatively sterile hills of Virginia and North 
Carolina, men who loved to range mountain streams, and sheltered glades, 
AoM have fancied this a terrestrial paradise. The beautiful configuratioii 
of the soil remains The whole state is studded with plantations. The 
bujSaloes, bears, Indians, and the cane brake, the wild, and mudi of the 
naturally beautiful of the country is no more. The aged setUers look back 
to the period of this first settlement as a golden age. To them the earth 
seems to have been cursed with natural and moral degeneracy, deformity 
and slerility, in consequence of having been settled* tliis is one of the 
solutions to account for that restless desire to leave the settled country, 
wd to emigrate to new regions, which so strongly marks mbny of the old 
settlers. 

Bivers. The Ohio washes a kmg extent of the northern frantic; and 
the Mississippi a considdrable distance of the south-western shoie. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



KEHTUCKT. 849 

fonner river we propose to describe under the head of ihe state of Ohio; 
and the latter has already been described. Most of the rivers of this state 
rise in its southern limits, and flow northwardly into the Ohio. The state 
may be considered as one vast plateau, or glacis, sloping from the Alle- 
ghany hills to the Ohio. 

Big Sandy rises in the AUeghany Mountains near the heads of Cum- 
berland and Clinch, and forms the eastern boundary of the state for 
neariy 200 miles. Forty miles before its entrance into the Ohio, it 
divides into two branches, the North-East and the South Forks. It is 
navigable to the Ouasdoto Mountains. At its entrance into the Ohio it 
is 200 yards broad. In its progress it receives a great number of large 
creeks, among which are Shelby, Bear, Turtle, Bartle% Paint and Blane^s, 
all of which run east, or north-east. Between Sandy and Licking the 
following creeks and streams enter the Ohio, being from 20 to 70 miles 
long, and from 50 to 12 yards wide at their mouth. Little Sandy enters 
22 miles below Big Sandy; and the following creeks enter the Ohio at 
moderate distances, not exceeding 22, and not falling short of 2 or 3 
miles from each other; viz: Tiger's Creek, Conoconeque, Salt Lick Creek, 
Sycamore, Crooked Credc, Cabin Creek, Brook Creek, Lime Stone, and 
Bracken. 

Licking River rises in the north-east comer of the state almost inter- 
locking with the head waters of Cumberland River. It seeks the Ohio 
by a north-western course ; and meets it at Newport, opposite Cincinnati. 
It has a sinuous course of 200 miles. In dry summers the water almost 
disappears from the chaimel. When the streams are full, in the winter 
and spring many flat boats descend it from a distance of 70 or 80 miles 
from its mouth. It waters a rich and well settled country. 

Kentucky is an important stream, and gives name to the state. It rises 
in the south-east parts of it, fnterlocking with the head waters of Licking 
and Cumberland. By a north-west course, it finds the Ohio at Port 
William, 77 miles above Louisville. It is 150 yards wide at its mouth, 
and navigable 150 miles. It has a rapid current, and high banks. Great 
part of its length it flows in a deep chasm, cut from perpendicular banks 
of lime stone. Nothing can be more singular than the sensation arising 
from floating down this stream and looking up this high parapet at the 
sun and the sky flrom this dark chasm. Elkhom, a beautiful stream that 
enters Kentucky River ten miles below Frankfort, has two forks. The 
first heads near Lexington, and the second near Georgetown. These 
branches water Scott and Fayette counties, and are well calculated for 
driving mills of all kinds. Dick's River is a branch of Kentucky. It 
haiBacourse of 50 miles, andis 50 yards wide at its UKNith. Its current, 
like that of the paient stream, is rapid; and itscourse confined by preci- 
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pices of lime stone^ down which the astonished spectator looks often 900 
fe^ty before the eye catches the dark stream rolling below. . Salt River 
rises in Mercer county from three head sources, and enters the Ohio 20 
miles below Louisville. It is bootable 150 miles, and is 150 yards wide 
at its mouth. It passes through Jefferson, Greenup, Washington, and 
Mercer counties. 

Green River rises in Lincoln county. It enters the Ohio, 200 miles 
below Louisville, 50 miles above the mouth of Cumberiand. It is boat- 
able 200 miles, and 200 yards vride at its mouth. It receives, in its 
progress, a great number of tributaries, among which are Great Barren, 
Little Barren, Rough River, and Panther^s Cneek. It is one of the most 
important rivers in the state, and has a great length of boatable water. 

Cumberland river rises in the south-east comer of this state, interlock- 
ing with the south fork of Big Sandy. We have already partially described 
this river; but as it belongs as much to this state, as Tennessee, we add, 
that it runs eighty miles in this state; then crosses into Tennessee; runs 
forty miles in that state; and makes a curve, by which it returns into 
this state again. It once more enters that state, after a course of fifty 
miles in this. It winds 200 miles through Tennessee; passes by 
Nashville, and once more enters this state. It unites with the Ohio by 
a mouth 300 yards in width; and is navigable by steam boats of the first 
class to Nashville; and by keel boats, in moderate stages of the water, 
300 miles farther. It is a broad, deep, and beautiful river, and uncom- 
monly favorable to navigation. Trade Water, and Red River are its prin- 
cipal branches, in Kentucky. The one is 70, and the other 50 yards 
wide at its mouth. The Tennessee, of which we have ahready given a 
description, enters the Ohio in diis state; and runs in it seventy-five miles. 
Kaskinompas River rises near the Tennessee, and running a western 
course, entera the Mississippi, half way between the mouth of Otdo 
and New Madrid. 

Mmerdls and Mineral Waters. The state is all of secondary 
formation. Lime stone and marble, of the most beautiful species, 
abound. Coal appears in some places, especially along the duo. Iron 
ore is in the greatest abundance; and is wrought to a considerable extent. 
Lead, and copperas, and aluminous earths are foimd. There are a 
number of salt springs in the state, from which great quantities of salt 
used to be made. But salt is made so much cheaper, and more abundant- 
ly at the Kenhawa works, that this state imports chiefly from that place. 

In Cumberland county, in bormg for sait water, at the depth of ISO 
feet a fountain of Petroleum, or what is there called mineral oil, was 
struck. When the auger was withdrawn, the oil was thrown up in a 
continued stream more than twelve feet above the sorface rfthe earth. 
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Although the quantity somewhat abated, after the diacharge of the first 
few minutes, during which it was supposed to emit 75 gallons a minute, 
it still continued to flow in a stream, that made its way to the Cumberland, 
for a long distance covering the sur&ce with its oily pellicle. It is so 
penetrating, as to be difficult to confine in any wooden vessel. It ignites 
freely, ]Mroduces a flame as brilliant as gas light, for which it might 
become a cheap and abundant substitute. 

The Olympian Springs, 47 miles east of Lexington, are in a romantic 
situation. They consist of a number of springs of different medicinal 
qualities, partly sulphureous, and partly chalybeate, and are a place of great 
resort. Big Bone Lick is 20 miles below Cincinnati on the Kentucky 
side of the river, and not far from it. The veaters are impregnated with 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas, and have a peculiarly favourably eflfect, in 
dropsical cases, and afifections of the liver. The huge organic remains of 
animals, called by the name mammoth, were found in great numbers in 
digging near this lick. There are great numbers of mineral springs, of 
difierent qualities in diflerent parts of the state. But the medicinal 
spring, which is far the most frequented of any, is that near Harrodsburg. 
The water has a slight sweetish and styptic taste. It contains sulphate 
of magnesia, and other mineral impregnations. There are fine accom- 
modations for invalids. The situation is healthy and delightful; and in 
the summer it has become a great and fashionable resort for invalids from 
this and the neighboring states. The waters are salutary in aflfections of 
the liver, and dyspeptic and chronic complaints; and this is, probably, 
one of the few springs where the waters are really a salutary and efficient 
remedy for the cases, to which they are suited. 

Agriculture and Frodvee. Kentucky, firom her first settlement, has 
had the reputation of being among the most fertile of the western states 
The astonishing productiveness of her good lands, the extent of her cul- 
tivation, the multitude of flat boats, which she loads for New Orleans' 
maricet, and the great quantities of produce, which she now sends ofi" by 
steam boats justify the conclusion. All the grains, pulses and fruits, of 
the temperate climates, she raises in the greatest abundance. Her wheat 
is of the finest kind; and there is no part of the western country where 
maize is raised vnth greater ease and abundance. Garden vegetables of 
all kinds succeed. Grapes, of the cultivated kinds, are raised for table 
fruit, in many places; and there are considerable numbers of vineyards, 
where wine is made. Cotton is not raised, except for domestic use. 
Hemp and tobacco are the staples of the state. Both are raised in the 
greatest perfection. In 1820, the number of persons employed in agri- 
culture, was 192,60 and of manufiustures, 110,779; and of persons 
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employed in oonuneroe, 1,607. The products of agriculture and man- 
ufactures have since increased nearly in the ratio of the increasing popu- 
lation. 

The present exports are chiefly to New Orleans; though a considerably 
quantity of produce and manufactures ascends the Ohio to PittsbuigL 
It is not uncommcHi for the growers of the produce of this state, on 
arriving at New Orleans, to ship, on their own account, to the Atlantic 
States, to Vera Cruz, and the West Indies. Besides the articles men- 
tioned above, she sends off immense quantities of flour, lard, butter, 
cheese, pork, beef, Indian com and meal, whiskey, cider, cider royal, fruit, 
both fresh and dried, and various kinds of domestic manu&ctures. 

Horses are raised in great numbers, and of the noblest kmds. A 
handsome horse is the highest pride of a Rentnckian, and common flirmers 
own from ten to flfly. Great numbers are carried over the mountains to 
the Atlantic states; and the principal supply of saddle and carriage 
horses in the lower country is drawn from Kentucky, or the other 
western states. The horses are carried down in flat boats. Great droves 
of cattle are also driven from this state, over the mountains, to Yifginia 
and Pennsylvania. 

In 1828 the value of the cattle, horses, and swine, driven out of the 
state, numbered and valued at one point of passage, the Cumberland 
Ford, was a million dollars. The returns of te value of exports, agri- 
cultural and manufactured, in 1829, wanted a number of counties of 
comprising the whole state; but this partial return gave 2,780,000 
dollars. 

Chuf Towns, Frankfort, the political metropolis of the state, is sit- 
uated on tlie north bank of the Kentucky, 60 miles above its entrance 
into the Ohio. The environs of the beautiful plain, on which the town 
is built, are remarkable for their romantic and spl^Mlid scenery. The 
river divides the town into Frankfort and South Frankfort, which are 
connected by a bridge across the Kentucky, which here flows between 
banks 4 or 500 feet in height. Both divisions contain about 2,000 in- 
habitants. Tlie State House is entirely of marble, vrith a front {xesenting 
a portico supported by Ionic columns, the whole having an aspect of 
magnificence. It contains the customary legislative halls, and apart- 
ments for the Court of Appeals, and the Federal Court. The stair way 
under the vault of the dome has been much admired. The penitentiary 
usually contains over 100 convicts, and is one of the few establishments 
of the kind in the United States the income from which exceeds the ex- 
penses. Its other public buildings are three churches, an academy, and 
county Court House. It has a number of respectable manu&ctttring 
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establishments, among which are three manufactories of cotton bagging, 
a rope walk, a cotton factory, two large warehouses, and the usual number 
of corresponding establishments. It is at the head of steam boat navi- 
gation, having three or four steam boats in regular employ, when the 
stage of water in the river admits; arid is a place of considerable com- 
mercial enterprize. The public inns are on a respectable footing; and it 
is a place of much show and gaiety. The houses in particular are singu- 
larly neat, many of them being built of the beautiful marble furnished 
by the banks of the river. Sea vessels have been built here, and floated 
to New Orleans. It is situated 212 miles from Nashville; 806 from New 
Orleans; 20 north-west from Lexington; 149 from Indianopolis; 252 from 
Vandalia; 550 from Washington; 321 from St. Louis; and 85 from Cin- 
cinnati . 

Lexington, the commercial capital of the state, and one of its most 
ancient towns, received its name from some hunters, who were encamped 
under the shade of the original forest, where it is built, and who, receiv- 
ing the first intelligence of Lexington battle in Massachusetts, named the 
town after that, where commenced the great struggle of American inde- 
pendence. It was for a long time the political metropolis of the state, 
and the most important town in the West. 

Transylvania University has fair claims to precedence among western 
collegiate institutions. Its chief edi^ce was burnt two years since, but 
is now replaced by a handsome and more commodious one. It has twelve 
professors and tutors, and in the academical, medical, and law classes, 
376 students. The buildings for the medical department are large and 
commodious; and its library contains 4,500 volupaes of standard works in 
medicine. All the libraries connected with the University number 14,100 
volumes. The law school has' 25 pupils; and the medical class 211, 
from all the southern and western states. The reputation of its profes- 
sors has given it a deservedly high standing. 

The Rev. Mr. Peers is at the head of a school gaining great reputation, 
as being the only one known in the United States, the pupils of which 
are professedly guided in their whole discipline, with reference to the 
physical, organic and moral laws of our being. Tlie Female Academy, 
under the care of Rev. Mr. Woods is in high repute, and has 100 pupils. 
There are various other schools wliich concur with these to vindicate the 
high literary estimation of this city. 

The other public edifices are as follows : a handsome and spacious 
Court House, a large Masonic Hall, and eleven churches, in which all 
the denominations of Christianity arc represented. The State Lunatic 
Asylum is a spacious and very commodious building, containing, on an 
average, 90 deranged patients, under tlie guidance and efficient care of 
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pbysiciaos, sotgeonSy and nurses. The United Stales Branch Bank has 
a large banking house, in which business in the way of discount and 
negotiation of bills, is annually transacted to the amount of $l,700,00O. 
The chief manufactures are those of cotton bagging, and Tarious kinds 
of cordage, particuktrly bale rope. Of the former were manufiictared in 
1830, 1,000,000 yards; and of the latter 2,000,000 pounds. There are 
three factories for spinning and weaving wool, and five or six Snt cotton; 
and one laige and several smaller machine-making factories. In the 
woollen factories are manufactured handsome carpets. 

The town buildings in geneml are handsome, and some are magnificent. 
Few towns in the West, or elsewhere, aie more delightfully situated. Its 
environs hafve a singular softness and amenity of landscape, and the town 
wears an air of neatness, opulence, and repose, indicating leispre and 
studiousness, rather than the bustle of business and commerce. It is 
situated in the centre of a proverbially rich and beautiful country. The 
frequency oC handsome viUas and ornamented rural mansions, impart die 
impression of vicinity to an opulent metropdis. A beautiful branch of 
the Elkhom runs through the city, and supplies it with water. The main 
street is a mile and a quarter in length, and 80 feet wide; well paved, 
and the principal roads leading from it to the country are McAdamized 
to some distance. In the centre of the town is the public square, sur- 
rounded by handsome buildings. In this square is the market house, 
which is an^y supplied with all the products of the state. The inhabit- 
ants are che^ul, intelligent, conversable, and not^ for their hospitality 
to strangers. The professional men are distinguished for their attain- 
ments in their several walks, and many distinguished and eminent men 
have had their origin here. The University with its professors and stu- 
dents, and the numerous distinguished -strangers that are visiting here, 
during the summer months, add to the attractions of the city. The people 
are addicted to giving parties; and the tone of society is feshionable and 
pleasant. Strangers, in general, are much pleased with a tempcnrary 
sojourn in this city, which conveys high ideas of the refinement and taste 
of the country. There are now much larger towns in the West; hot 
none presenting more beauty and intelligence. The stranger, on finding 
himself in the midst of its polished and interesting society, cannot but be 
carried back by the strong contrast to the time, when the patriarchial 
hunters of Kentucky, reclining on their bufialoe robes around their even- 
ing fires, canopied by the lofly trees and the stars, gave it the name it 
bears, by patriotic acclamation. 

The nimiber of inhabitants is 6,104. It is situated 25 miles south-east 
of Frankfort; 267 north-east from Nashville; SOswith from Cincinnati; 
and 526 south-west from Waidiington. 
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Louisville, at the falls of fiie Ohio, in a commercial point of view, is 
far the most important town in the state. The main street is neady a mile 
in length, and is as noble, as compact, and has as much the air of a maratime 
town, as any street in the western country. It is situated on an extensive 
sloping plain, below the mouth of Beargrass, about a quarter of a mUe 
above the principal declivity of the falls. The three principal streets nm 
parallel vnth the river, and command fine views of the villages and the 
beautifhl country on the opposite shore. 

The public buildings are a court house, jail, poor house, and vroA 
house, powdermagazine, marine hospital, city school house, eight churches 
finr the {Mevalent denominations of the country, Washington Hall, Co^ 
lumbian inn, and other respectable hotels. City Hall, United States Branch 
Bank, house of Fire and Marine Insurance Company, Iron Foundry, 
Jeflbson Cotton Factory, five Steam Mills, Union Hall, and ITieatre. 

The Marine Hospital is a conspicuous and showy building. The firee 
Public School House is a noble edifice, taking into view its object. It 
was commenced in 1829, as a kind of model school for a generd system 
of Free Schools; and was built at an expense of 7,500 dollars. It is 
intended to accommodate 7 or 800 pupils. 

The position of this city is 88® 18' N. and 5° 42' W. from Washingtim. 
It ccmtained in 1800, 600 inhabitants; 1810,1,350; 1820,4,012; 1830, 
10,336> having more than doubled its population within the last 10 years. 

The greatest fall in the Ohio is just below this city. In high stages of 
water, the rocks and shallows are all covered, and boats pass without per- 
ceiving them. But this stage of water does not occur, on an average, 
more than two months in a year, rendering it necessary at all other times, 
that boats from the lower country should stop here. The falls equally 
arrested boats from above. Consequently freights intended for the coun- 
try above were required, at a great expense of time, delay and factorage, 
to be unloaded, transported by land round the falls, and reloaded in boats 
above. Large steam boats from New Orleans, though belonging to the 
upper country, were obliged to lie by through the summer at Portland. 

To remedy these incoaveniencies, the Louisville and Portland Canal 
round the fiedk has been completed. It overcomes the ascent of 22 feet 
by five locks. The first steam boat that passed through the canal, was 
the Uncas, Dec. 21, 1829. 

It is two miles in length, and the excavation 40 feet in 6ejpKiL Apart 
of this depth is cut from solid lime stone. It is ona scale to admit steam 
boats and vessels of the largest size. From the nature of the country, 
and the great difference between the highest and lowest stage of the 
water, amounting to nearly 60 feet, it is necessarily a work c^ great 
magnitude, having cost more than any other similar extent of canal work 
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in the United States. There are various opinions, in reference to the 
bearing of this work upon the future prosperity of Louisville. Great 
part of the important and lucrative business of factorage will be superseded ; 
and as boats can ascend from Louisville to Cincinnati^ with at least as 
great a draft of water as is allowed l)y the depth of the water from 
Louisville to the mouth of the Ohio, most of the boats from the MissiS' 
sippi, that used to be arrested at the falls, will pass on to the country 
above. But other bearings of utility to this place, not yet contemplated, 
will probably grow out of the increased activity, given by the canal to 
business and commerce. No axiom is better established than that every 
part of the country, so connected as the whole coast of Ohio, flourishes 
and increases with the growth of every other part. If the country above 
and below, be flourishing, so also will be Louisville. Besides, this im- 
portant town has intrinsic resources, which will not fail to make it a great 
place. More steam boats are up in New Orleans for it than any other; 
and except during the season of ice, or of extremely low water, there sd- 
dom elapses a week, without an arrival from New Orleans. The gun of 
the arriving or departing steam boats is heard at every hour of the day 
and the night; and no person has an adequate idea of the business and 
bustle of Louisville, until he has arrived at the town. The country of 
which this town is the county seat, is one of the roost fertile, and best 
settled in the state. The town was formerly subject to frequent attacks 
of endemic sickness, in the summer and autumn, owing to stagnant 
waters in its vicinity. The ponds and marshes have been in a great 
measure drained; and the health of the town has improved in conse- 
quence. It has been for some years nearly as healthy as any other town 
in the same latitude on the Ohio. 

It is 52 miles north of Frankfort; 150 south-west by water, and 140 
by the mail route from Cincinnati; 51 west from Lexington; and 662 
west from Washington. 

Maysville, the next town in Kentucky, in point of commercial import- 
ance, to Louisville, is situated just below the mouth of Lime Stone 
Creek, 275 miles by land, and 500 by water, below Pittsburgh. It has a 
flne harbor for boats, and is situated on a narrow bottom on the verge of a 
chain of high hills. There are three 3treets running parallel with 
the river ; and four streets crossing them at right angles. The houses 
are about 500 in number; and the inhabitants about 4,000. This place 
has the usual number of stores and manufactories. Glass and some other 
articles are manufactured to a considerable extent. It has a market house, 
court house, three houses for public worship^ and some other pubh'c 
buildings. What has given particular importance to Maysville, is its 
being the principal place of importation for the north-east part of the state. 
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The greater part of the goods for Kentucky from Philadelphia and the 
eastern cities, are landed here, and distributed hence over the state. It 
is a thriving, active town, and a number of steam boats have been built 
here. 

Washington, three miles south of this place, is a considerable village, 
in the centre of u fertile and well peopled country. It has three par- 
allel streets, two houses for public worship, a court house, jail, two semi- 
naries of learning a post and printing office, the customary stores and 
mechanic shops, and a branch of the Kentucky bank. 

Paris, the chief town of Bourbon county, is situated on a fine hill, on 
Stoner fork of Licking river, at the mouth of Houston creek. There 
are a number of important manufactures here. Some of the houses have 
the appearance of magnific^ice. It is central to a delightful and populous 
country, and is entirely an interior town, twenty miles east of Lexington, 
60 miles south-east of Newport, opposite Cincinnati, and in north latitude 
38^ 18'. The scenery of no place in the western country surpasses that 
on the road between this place and Lexington. 

Georgetown, the county town of Scott county, is surrounded by that 
fine and rich country in the centre of this state, of which travellers have 
spoken in terms of so much praise. Royal spring, a branch of Elkhom, 
runs through the tovm. It has a number of considerable manufacturing 
establishments, genteel houses, and some public buildings, amcmg them 
*a church, printing office, post office, and rope walk. It is fourteen miles 
north of Lexington, on the road to Cincinnati. 

Harrodsburg is a pretty village on both sides of Salt River, which turns 
a number of miles. It contains ninety bouses, vdth the customary stores^ 
a church and post office. Danville, thirty-three miles south-west from 
Lexington, is an important village, containing between 2 and 300 houses, 
and all the usual appendages of a town of that size. Stamford, 10 miles 
south-east from Danville, contains 120 houses. Somerset, twelve miles 
south-east of Stamford, contains nearly 100 houses. MonticeUo, be- 
tween Cumberland River and the state of Tennessee, situated on a ridge 
of hills, contains something more than sixty houses; and is in the vicinity 
of the noted nitre caves. Lead ore has been found in its vicinity. 

Versailles, the chief town of Woodford county, contains over 100 houses, 
and is situated on a creek, which discharges into the Kentucky River. 
It is thirteen miles south-west from Lexington, and surrounded by the 
same beautiful country, which is adjacent to that place. Shelbyville, on 
Brasheare^s creek, twelve miles above its junction with Salt River, is a 
considerable village. Augusta, twenty-four miles below Maysville on 
the Ohio, has 80 houses, and 900 inhabitants. Augusta CoUege is a 
seminary ot rising importance, under the care of the Methodist Church- 
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The college buildings consist of one spacious edifice, 80 feet 1^ 40, and 
two boarding houses. It has an average of 137 students. The village is 
pleasant and unconunonly healthy. The president has desenred reputar 
tion, and this institution promises great utility to the community. 

Newport, opposite to Cincinnati, is the county town for Cami^ieli 
county, and is situated at the mouth of Licking. It has a charming 
prospect of Cincinnati, and die surrounding country, and fiom that 
town, seems a pleasure ground dotted with houses. Few places can Aom 
more pleasing scenery. It has a spacious arsenal, containing aims, and 
munitions of war for the United States, and some other public buildings, 
jail, maricet house, poet office, school house, and an academy. Bagging, 
cordage, and tobacco are manu^tured here. 

Covington, situated below Newport, and cm the opposite side «f 
Licking, is laid out with great regularity. The streets are intended to 
be continuations of those of Cincinnati. Liberal donations are made 
for the erection of public buildings. Nothing can exceed the beauty of a 
panoramic view of these towns, from the hills north of Cincinnati. The 
Ohio, in the distance, seems but a rivulet, and these towns are so con- 
nected by the eye, as to seem to make a part of Cincinnati. These 
places of course are connected with Cincinnati in business; and only 
want a bridge across the Ohio, or a tunnel under it, actually to make a 
part of Cincinnati. In this place are respectable manufiusturihg estab- 
lishments, particularly of cotton. 

Cynthiana, the county town for Harrison county, stands on die north- 
east bank of the south fork of Licking, twenty-six miles north-east tarn 
Lexington, i|nd thirty-four in the same direction from Frankfort It con- 
tains more thim 100 houses ; and a number of re^)ectable public buikfings. 
It is on a wide and fertile bottom, in the midst of a rich and populous 
settlement. There are a great number of water mills near the town. 

Port William the county town of Gallatin county, stands on the right 
shore of the Kentucky, a little above its entrance into the <^o. It 
contains sixty or seventy houses. But although its positi<Hi is fine, at 
the outlet of this noble river, and adjacent to a charming country, it has 
not flourished according to the expectations of its inhabitants. TUs may 
be owing to the circumstance, that the Delta on ^idiich it is situated, has 
been sometimes inundated. 

Russellville, the county town of Logan county, is an interior town, 
intermediate between Green and Cumberland Rivers; and durty-fire miles 
distant from each. It contains a seminary, denominated a coUege ; and a 
number of respectable public buildings, together with 160 private houses. 
It is 180 miles soudi-west from Frankfort, and thirty-five south c( 
Louisville. It is in the vicinity of the extensive prairies and barrens. 
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that appear in this part of the country* Salt licks abound near the town. 
Many of the adjacent prairies are of great beauty. 

There are fcnrty or fifty more considerable villages in this state, all 
indicated in the tabular view of the county towns of this state. It would 
be but tiresome repetition to describe them yriih any degree of particularity. 
The names of the principal ones follow, together with the rivers on which 
they are situated. Catletsburg, at the outlet of Big Sandy. Clarksburg, 
on the Ohio, f^ty-eight miles below Catletsburg. Yellow Banks, 
Henderson, Morganfield, and Southland, are on the Ohio, below Louis- 
ville. The last named town b at the mouth of Cumberland River. 
Columbia is on the south bank of the Jiississippi, eleven miles below the 
mouth of the Ohio. Prestonburg is on the west branch of Big Sandy, 
mar the Cumberland motmtains. The following towns are on Licking: 
Olympian Springs, Mount Sterling, Millersburg, Marysville, and Fal- 
mouth. On the Kentucky and its waters, besides those already enumerated, 
are Mount Vernon, Stamford, Lancaster, Richmond, Winchester, 
Nicholasville, Harrodsburg and Laurensburg. On Salt River and its 
waters, are Springfield, Bealsburg, Shelbyville, Middletown, and Shep- 
herdsville. fiirdstown is an important village, vrith a beautiful view of 
adjacent hills, and mountains. On Green River and its waters, are 
Caseyville, Columbia, Greensburg, Summersville, M<mroe, Glasgow, 
Scottsville, Bowling Green, Morgantown, . Litchfield Hardensburg, 
Hartford, Greenville, and Madisonville. On Cumberland River, Bar- 
boursviUe, Burkville, Hopkinsville, Princeton, and Centreville. Some of 
these villages have churches. Some of them are county towns; and in a 
country, where the whole scene is shifting under the eye of the beholder; 
some of them, no doubt, are more important, than some of those, which 
we have particularly noticed in description. Other villages may have 
become important, that have not yet been described; and there are 
vHlages deemed of ccmsequence, at least, in their immediate vicinity, 
which are not here named. 

Educaiian, Beside the coUegiate institutions already mentioned, there 
is Georgetown College, a Baptist Seminary recently commenced at 
Georgetown, and Cumberland College at^Princetovim. This is an insti- 
tution for the Cumberland Presbyterians; the students, on an average, 
are 120. It is respectable for its library and endowments, and adopts the 
manual labor system. Centre College at Danville, is under the care of 
the Presbyterian church. Its buildings and endowments, are already 
ample, and are increasing. It jnromises to become an important institution. 

In the pleasant village of Bardstown, is a highly respectable Catholic 
Seminary, bemg the most important one which that church possesses in 
the western country. One object of this institution is to have theological 
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Students for tlio Catholic ministry. In the college and theological school 
are 230 students. A number of persons of both sexes, and the different 
religious orders of that church, reside here, and are devoted to teaching 
and acts of charity. 

There are other seminaries, the names and positions of which we have 
not been able to obtain. But we give instead a most important document, 
touching the state of general education in Kentucky. We r^ret that it 
is the only one furnished by the census of 1830, of sufficient accuracy 
and universality to qualify it for admission to this work. It nuay stand in 
some degree, as a sample of the condition of general education in the 
states, where free schools are not yet adopted. The system has one 
obvious advantage over that of New England. The teachers, for the most 
part, are trained to their profession, and consider it not an incidental bdt 
a perpetual pursuit. They acquire an experience, talent of government, 
and power of self possession, which cannot be expected from those who 
adopt the profession only as an expedient, and for a season. It difiers in 
another respect from that of New-England. There the greater nuihber 
of pupils attend school in winter; and here in the summer. 



KanM of Coanty. 


Number 


Children | No. in co| Nnmbei 


Av<>ragc 


Populalion of each 




of 


at 


between not at 


■Ixeof 


County. 




School*. 


School. 


Sand 15 School. 


School!. 

22 




Adair, 


13 


292 


1820 


1528 




Allen, 


12 


286 


1642 


1356 


24 




Anderson, 


9 


302 


946 


644 


33 


- 


Barren, 


24 


644 


3222 


2^ 


27 


» 


Bath, 


15 


453 


2002 


1549 


30 


V 


Boone, 


19 


599 


1955 


1356 


31 




Bourbon, 


48 


1246 


3019 


1773 


26 




Bracken, 


12 


325 


1587 


1202 


27 




Brackenridge, 


16 


400 


1715 


1315 


25 




Bullitt, 














Butler, 


7 


158 


768 


610 


22 




Calloway, 


11 


245 


1382 


1137 


22 




Campbell, 


17 


453 


2616 


2165 


21 




Casey, 


6 


126 


1154 


1023 


21 




Caldwell, 


16 


453 


1833 


1380 


28 




Christian, 


20 


624 


2334 


1710 


31 




Clarice, 


21 


810 


2423 


1613 


40 




Clay, 


3 


51 


959 


908 


17 




Cumberland, 


9 


241 


2005 


1764 


27 




Daviess, 


9 


229 


1069 


840 


25 




Edmondson, 


2 


62 


727 


665 


31 




Estill, 














Fayette,* 


*39 


1122 


2925 


1803 


29 




Fleming, 


28 


870 


3870 


3000 


31 




Floyd, 


6 


151 


1307 


1156 


25 




Franklin, 


16 


485 


1629 


1144 


30 




« Ottt of Lexiogton. 
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Name of Coanty. 


Number 


Children! No.in co|Number|AVerage| Popalaikm of each 




of 


at 


between not at 


size of 


1 County. 




Schools. 


School, 


Sand 15 School. 


Sebools 


J 


Gallatin, 


14 


394 


leife 


1224 


2i 




Garrardy 


20 


459 


2301 


1842 


23 




Grant, 


9 


296 


816 


520 


33 




Graves, 


4 


102 


645 


543 


25 




Grayson, 


8 


252 


1080 


828 


31 




Greene, 


14 


329 


2358 


2529 


23 




Greenup, 


9 


270 


1541 


1271 


80 




Hancock, 


3 


86 


327 


241 


29 




Hardin, 


23 


693 


3234 


2541 


30 




Harlan, 


3 


64 


841 


777 


21 




Harrison, 


24 


835 


3000 


2165 


34 




Hart, 


6 


155 


1372 


1217 


26 




Henderson, 


12 


243 


1153 


910 


20 




Henry, 


53 


606 


2521 


1915 


26 


>^ 


Hickman, 


5 


127 


1269 


1142 


25 




Hopkins, 


13 


260 


1587 


1327 


20 




Jefferson , 














Jessamine, 


18 


520 


1789 


1269 


29 




Knox, 


4 


113 


1104 


991 


28 




Laurel, 


2 


41 


582 


541 


20 




Lawrence, 


9 


179 


1124 


945 


19 




Lewis, 


9 


242 


1365 


1123 


27 




Lincoln, 


24 


537 


2028 


1491 


22 




Livingston, 














Logan, 


16 


390 


2331 


1941 


23 




Mason, * 


39 


iiqo 


3080 


1900 


30 




*1Vfadison, 
Mercer, 


33 


1D54 


3446 


2392 


32 




Meade, 


8 


226 


896 


640 


32 




McCracken, 


39 


1043 


3441 


2398 


28 




Monroe, 


7 


252 


1483 


1231 


36 




Montgomery, 


15 


551 


2146 


1595 


36 




Morgan, 


00 


000 


898 


893 






Muhlenburgh, 


12 


258 


1248 


990 


21 




Nelson, 


23 


807 


2873 


2066 


86 




Nicholas, 


16 


612 


2180 


1568 


38 




Ohio, 


7 


168 


1121 


953 


24 




Oldham, 


17 


446 


1984 


1538 


26 




Owen, 


12 


299 


1468 


1169 


25 




Pendleton, 


8 


318 


1026 


708 


39 




Perry, 


3 


52 


992 


940 


17 




Pike, 


3 


53 


785 


732 


17 




Pulaski, 


23 


589 


2438 


1879 


25 




Rockcastle, 


7 


145 


784 


689 


21 




Russell, 


1 


28 


926 


898 


28 




Scott, 


18 


690 


2525 


1835 


38 




Shelby, 


43 


1125 


3704 


2579 


26 




Simpson, 


12 


393 


14181 1025 


33 




Spencer, 


12 


282 


1544 


1 1262 


23 





46 
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Name of County. 


Number 


Children No.inco, 

at between* 

School. Sand 15 


Number 


Average 


Popalation of each 




of 


not at 


size of 


County. 




Schools. 


School. 


Bcboola. 




Todd, 


16 


353 


1471 


1108 


22 




Trigg, 


13 


318 


1294 


976 


24 




Union, 


8 


252 


923 


691 


31 




Warren, 


13 


405 


2291 


1886 


31 




Washington, 


34 


907 


4119 


3212 


26 




Wajme, 


9 


307 


2350 


2043 


34 




Whitely, 


7 


195 


1086 


891 


28 




Woodfonl, 


23 


666 


1812 


1146 


29 





Total, 11311 31834|139142|107328| 



Name of County. 


AmH. Mw 


Average 


Cost of educa- 


Average in. 


Pay or TMcben, 




paid for 


price of 


ting all at 


come of 


lappodngMpopili 




education. 


tuition. 


this rate. 


Teachers. 


loaScbool. 


Adair, 


2259 


$7 75cts. 


$14105 


$173 


$310 


Allen, 


2178 


7 50 


10170 


•181 


300 


Anderson, 


2480 


8 20 


7757 


275 


328 


Barren, 


5608 


8 40 


27064 


275 


336 


Bath, 


3281 


7 26 


14514 


219 


290 


Boone, 


5136 


8 57 


16754 


270 


342 


Bourbon, 


12134 


9 73 


29377 


253 


389 


Bracken. 


2360 


7 25 


11505 


197 


290 


Brackenridge, 


3452 


8 63 


14800 


216 


345 


Bullitt, 












Butler, 


1289 


8 15 


6259 


184 


326 


Calloway, 


2084 


8 51 


11760 


190 


340 


Campbell, 


3188 


7 03 


18390 


187 


281 


Casey, 


872 


6 92 


7985 


145 


276 


Caldwell, 


4276 


946 


17330 


267 


378 


Christian, 


6093 


9 76 


22779 


304 


390 


Clarke, 


6383 


7 88 


19093 


304 


315 


Clay, 


540 


10 59 


10155 


120 


423 


Cnmberland, 


2044 


848 


17002 


227 


339 


Daviess, 


2140 


9 34 


9984 


238 


373 


Edmondson, 


744 


12 00 


8724 


372 


480 


Estill, 












Fayette, 


11467 


10 22 


29893 


300 


408 


Fleming, 


6192 


7 12 


27554 


221 


284 


Floyd, 


1208 


8 00 


10456 


201 


320 


Fraiiklin, 


4632 


9 56 


15573 


289 


382 


Gallatin, 


3167 


803 


12992 


226 


321 


Garrard, 


3945 


8 59 


19765 


197 


353 


Grant, 


2105 


7 11 


5801 


234 


284 


Graves, 


1020 


10 00 


6450 


255 


400 


Grayson, 


2140 


8 49 


9169 


267 


339 


Greene, 


3314 


10 07 


28780 


237 


402 


Greenup, 


2418 


8 95 


13791 


268 


352 


Hancock, 


814 


9 46 


3093 


271 


378 


Hardin, 


6372 


9 19 


29720 


277 


367 
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Nanie of County. 


Am*t. now AveraRe 


Coat of educat- 


Average 


Pay of Teachers, 




paid for price of 


ing all at this 


income of 






education.; tuition. 


rate. 


Teac tiers. 


to a School. 


Harlan, 


$642 


$10 03cs 


$8435 


$214 


$401 


Harrison, 


7373 


8 82 


26460 


307 


352 


Hart, 


1381 


8 90 


12210 


230 


356 


Henderson, 


2896 


11 09 


12786 


241 


443 


Henry, 


4557 


7 51 


18932 


198 


300 


Hickman, 


1112 


8 75 


11103 


222 


350 


Hopkins, 


2240 


8 62 


13679 


172 


344 


Jefferson, 












Jessamine, 


4416 


8 49 


15188 


452 


339 


Knox, 


1038 


9 18 


10134 


259 


367 


Laurel, 


328 


8 00 


4656 


164 


320 


Lawrence, 


1346 


7 52 


8452 


149 


300 


Lewis, 


1686 


6 97 


9515 


187 


278 


Lincoln, 


4896 


9 11 


18475 


203 


364 


Livingston, 












Logan, 


5046 


12 91 


30093 


315 


516 


Mason, 


11089 


9 57 


29475 


284 


382 


Madison, 


8197 


7 77 


26775 




310 


McCracken, 








248 




Meade, 


1984 


7 75 


6944 


248 


310 


Mercer, 


9737 


9 33 


32104 


250 


373 


Monroe, 


1976 


7 84 


11626 


282 


313 


Montgomery, 


4251 


7 71 


16545 


283 


308 


Morgan, 












Muhlenburgh, 


1900 


• 736 


9185 


156 


294 


Nelson, 


8320 


10 31 


29610 


362 


412 


Nicholas, 


4435 


7 26 


15826 


277 


290 


Ohio, 


1485 


8 84 


9909 


212 


353 


Oldham, 


3689 


8 27 


16407 


217 


330 


Owen, 


2108 


7 05 


10348 


•175 


282 


Pendleton, 


2379 


7 48 


7674 


297 


299 


Perry, 


498 


9 58 


9503 


162 


383 


Pike, 


464 


8 75 


6868 


155 


350 


Pulaski, 


4038 


6 74 


16432 


175 


269 


Rock Castle, 


1200 


8 28 


6491 


177 


331 


RusseU, 


224 


8 00 


7408 


224 


320 


Scott, >- 


7288 


10 56 


26664 


404 


422 


Shelby, 


8852 


786 


29113 


206 


314 


Simpson, 


3613 


9 19 


13031 


301 


367 


Spencer, 


2176 


7 71 


11904 


181 


308 


Todd, 


3724 


10 25 


15077 


233 


410 


Trigg, 


3053 


9 81 


12694 


228 


392 


Union, 


2470 


980 


9045 


. 308 


392 


Warren, 


3112 


7 68 


17594 


239 


807 


Washington, 


8551 


9 42 


38800 


251 


376 


Wayne, 


2650 


8 63 


20380 


294 


345 


Whitely, 


1433 


735 


7882 


204 


294 


Woodford, 


7378 


11 08 


20036 


321 


443 



Total, 278592 
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Curiosiiies, ^c. Among the antiquities of this state are great ntimbera 
of those Indian mounds, that are found over aU the western country. 
When this country was first discovered, great numbers of human bodies 
in a state of en tire preservation were found in a cave near Lexington. The 
pioneers of the settlements in this country did not attach much conse- 
quence to skeletons ; and none of them remain. The bodies that were found 
inthe Saltpetre cave, have been examined by thousands. They were 
considerably smaller than the men of our times. The teeth and nails did 
not seem to intimate the shrinking of the flesh from them, in the desic- 
cating process, by which they had been preserved. The teeth were 
separated by considerable intervals; and were long, white, and sharp. 

In an ancient mound on Caney Fork of Cumberland River, four feet 
below the surface, a vessel was found, of which it would be difficult to 
convey an adequate idea, without an engraving. It consisted of three 
heads, joined together at the back part of them near the top, by a stem, or 
handle, which rises above the heads about three inches. The stem is 
hdilow, six inches in circumference at the top, increasing in size, as it 
descends. These heads are all of the same dimensions, being about four 
inches from the apex to the chin. The face at the eyes is three inches 
broad, decreasing in breadth all the way to the chin. Most persons have 
supposed, that they are fac similes of the Tartar countenance. They do 
not so strike us. Neither docs their model appear to have been any thing 
like the present Indian countenance. The faces are remarkable for their 
fullness, and evince no inconsiderable skill in the nooulder. It is of the 
oommon earthen fabric, of the pottery generally found about the mounds. 

In another mound, within twenty miles of Lexington, were found nine 
very large and beautiAil marine shells of the murex class, and perfectly 
similar in their general contour to those, called conch sheUs. They have 
all the freshness of those found on the shores of the sea. This state, like 
Tennessee, abounds in lime stone caves, of an extent and grandeur, to 
which the famous cave at Antiparos will hold no comparison. 

There are numberless eaves, sinks and precipices, that in any other 
country would be regarded, as curiosities* They are sources of wealth 
in many instances to their proprietors. No earth, in any country has 
been found more strongly impregnated with nitre. It is affirmed, that fif^ 
pounds of crude nitre have been extracted from an hundred pounds of the 
earth. During the late war, 400,000 pounds a year were manu&ctured 
from this earth in this state; and probably as great an amount of gun 
powder. We have already mentioned, as striking curiosities, the prodigious 
depths, in which many of the rivers in this state run, which are worn 
through strata of solid hme stone. The caves, the sink holes, the gulfe, 
and the deeply excavated beds of the rivers, afford a continual source of 
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curiosity and astonishment to traTellere, who are not th(»t>ughly used to 
this country. 

Character, Manners, Sfc The people of this state ha?e a character 
as strongly marked by nationality, as those of any state of the union. It 
is a character extremely difficult to describe, although all the shades of 
it are strongly marked to the eye of a person, who has been long acquainted 
with them. They are not only imique in their manners, but in their 
origin. They are scions from a noble stock, the descendants from affluent 
and respectable {banters from Virginia and North Carolina. They are in 
that condition in life, which is, perhaps, best calculated to develope high 
mindedness and self respect They haye a distinct and striking moral 
physiognomy, an enthusiasm, a vivacity and ardor of character, coura^, 
frankness and generosity, that have been developed with the peculmr 
circumstances, under which they have been placed. They have a delight- 
ful frankness of hospitality, which renders a sojourn among them 
exceedingly pleasant to a stranger. Their language, the very amusing 
dialect of the commcm people, their opinions and modes of thinking, from 
various circumstances, have been very extensively communicated, and 
impressed upon the general character of the people of the West. Their 
bravery has been evinced in field and forest from Louisiana to Canada. 
Their enthusiasm of character is very observable, in the ardor with which 
all classes of people express themselves, in reference to their favorite 
views and opinions. All their feelings tend to extremes. It is not alto- 
gether in burlesque, that they are described as boastful, and accustomed 
to assume to themselves the pride of having the best horse, dog, gun, wife, 
statesmen, and country. Their fearless ardor and frankness and self* 
confidence, become to their young men, in other parts of the West, in 
competition for place and precedence as a good star. When a Kentuck- 
ian presents himself in another state, as a candidate for an office, in com- 
petition with a candidate from another state, other circumstances being 
equal, the Kentuckian carries it. — ^Wherever the Eentuckian travels he 
earnestly and affectionately remembers his native hills and plains His 
thoughts as incessantly turn towards home, as those of the Swiss. He 
invokes the genius of his country in trouble, danger, and solitude. It is 
to him the home of plenty, beauty, greatness and every thing that he de- 
sires, or respects. This nationality never deserts him. No country will 
bear a comparison with his country; no people with his people. The 
English are said to go into battle with a song about roast beef in their 
mouths. When the Kentuckian encounters dangers of battle, or any 
kind, when he is even on board a foundering ship, his last exclamation is, 
* hurrah for old Kentucky.^ 
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Religion. Tlie prevailing denominations are baptists, presbyterians, meth- 
odists, Cumberland presbyterians and seceders. The people manifest tlieir 
excitable and ardent character upon this as upon all other subjects. They 
have an insatiable curiosity to hear new preaches, and an extreme eager- 
ness for novelty. Religious excitements are common, and carried to the 
highest point of emotion. Religion, in some form, seems to be generally 
respected; and there is scarcely a village, or a populous settlement in the 
state, that has not one, or more, favorite preachers. It would be difficult 
to say, which is the predominant denomination, that of the baptists, meth- 
odists, or presbyterians. But notwithstanding the marked enthusiasm of 
the character of this people, notwithstanding they are much addicted to 
bitter political disputation, notwithstanding all the collisions from op- 
posing parties and clans, as a state, the people have uniformly distinguish- 
ed themselves for religious order, quiet and tolerance. 

ConsHtutiotiy Government, 6fc, The legislative power is divided as 
usual. The senators are elected for four years and the representatives for 
one. A person to be eligible as a senator, must be thirty-five years of 
age, a citizen of the United States, must have resided six yearsf in the 
state, and one year in the district for which he is chosen. A representa- 
tive must be twenty-four years of age, a citizen of the United States, 
must have resided in the state two years, and in the district one. The 
govemer is elected for four years, and is eligible four years out of eleven. 
He must be thirty years of age, a citizen of the United States, and must 
have resided in the state two years, and in the district one. He has a 
qualified n^ative upon the proceedings of the assembly, has a pardoning 
power, and makes appointments with the consent of the senate. The 
judiciary consists in a supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the 
assembly may appoint, and the judges retain their offices during good 
behaviour. Every free white male citizen of the age of twenty-one, 
who has resided in the state two years, or one year in the distrct is 
entitled to the elective franchise. 
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INDIANA^ 



Length, 250. Breadth, 150 miles. Between 37^ 47' and 41^ 
50' N. latitude, and 7° 45' and IP W. longitude. Bounded north by 
Michigan Territory and lake. West by the state of Illinois. Sonth by 
the Ohio, which divides it from Kentucky; East by the state of Ohio. 

CIVIL DIVISI0!tiS. 



Counties, 
Allen, 

Bartholomew, 
Boone, 
Carroll, 
Cass, 
Clark, 
Clay, 
Clinton, 
Crawford, 
Daviess, 
Dearborn, 
Delaware, 
Decatur, 
Dubois, 
Elkhart, 
Fayette, 
Floyd, 
Fountain, 
Franklin, 
Gibson, 
Greene, 
Grant, 



Chief Towns. 
Port Wayne, 
Columbus, 

Delphi, 
Logansport, 
Cbarlestown, 
Bowling Green, 

Fredonia, 

Washington, 

Lawrenceburgh, 

Greensburgh, 
Barbersville, 

Connors ville. 

New Albany, 

Covington, 

Brookville, 

Princeton, 

Blqomfield, 
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Hamilton, 

HaDcock, 

Harrison, 

Henry, 

Hendricks, 

Jackson, 

Jefferson, 

Jennings, 

Johnson, 

Knox, 

Lawrence, 

Madison, 

Marion, 

Martin, 

Monroe, 

Montgomery, 

Morgan, 

Orange, 

Owen, 

Parke, 

Perry, 

Pike, 

Posey, 

Putnam, 

Randolph, 

Ripley, 

Rush, 

Scott, 

Shelby, 

Spencer, 

St. Joseph, 

Sullivan, 

Switzerland, 

Tippicanoe, 

Union, 

Vanderburgh, 

Vermillion, 

Vigo, 

Wabash, 

Warren, 

Warrich, 

Washington, 

Wayne, 



Noblesrille, 

Corydon, 

New Castle, 

Danyille, 

Brownstown, 

Madison, 

Vernon, 

Franklin, 

Vincennes, 

Bedford, 

Andersontown, 

Indianapolis, 

Mount Pleasant, 

Bloomington, 

Crawfordsville, 

Martinsville, 

Pavli, 

Spencer, 

Rockviile, 

Rome, 

Petersburgh, 

Mt Vernon & Harmony, 

Green Castle, 

Winchester, 

Versailles, 

Rushfille, 

Lexington, 

Shelbyville, 

Rockport, 

Merran, 

Vevay, 

Lafayette, 

Liberty, 

Evansville, 

Newport, 

Terrehaute, 



Booneville, 
Salem, 
CentieviUe 6l Richmond. 
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The whole of this state belongs to the valley of the Ohio, or lake 
Michigan. It is the first of the states, in advancing from the west, east, 
and north, where nature seems to have divided the surfeee between prairie 
and wood land. The greater proportion of this state-is a timbered 
country. Here, too, we first find the number and manners of northern 
people predominating among the immigrants. H^re we first discvover, in 
most places, a clear ascendency of New England dialect, manners, and 
population. Here, too, we note the natural tendency of this oider of 
things, and this class of immigrants rapidly, and yet silently filling the 
country with inhabitants. Missouri and Illinois have occupied a greater 
space in public estimation, in newspaper description, and in general 
notoriety. The immigration to these states have been with four or six 
horse wagons, lar^ droves of cattle, constderable numbers of negroes, 
and compoeed of immigrants, who had name, and were heads of families, 
when they removed, and whose immigration was accompanied with a 
certain degree of eclat. The acquisition of a few families was attended 
vrith circumsrtances, which gave it public notoriety. The settling of this 
state has been generally of adifierent character, and for the most part of 
young men, either unmarried or without families. It has been noisdess 
and unnoticed. But the diflference of the result strikes us with surprise. 
While the populatioil of neither of these states has reached 150,000, the 
population of this state, at this time, is supposed to exceed 400,000, 
though the total given by the census is 344,000, — of these 05,859 are 
free white male inhabitants over 21 yetms. The number of votets in 
1825, was 36,977, and of paupers 217. 

Face of the Country^ SMy Sfc. The south front is skirted with the 
usual belt of river hills, blufis and knobs, known by the name of ^Cttiio 
hills.' They occupy a greater or less distance firom the river; some- 
times leaving between it and their base a bottom of two or three miles in 
width; and sometimes, and for no inconsiderable length of the southern 
boundary, they tower directly from the waters of the Ohio, and have a 
thousand aspects of grandeur and beauty, oAen rising higher than 300 
feet above the level of the river. The eye of the southern traveller, 
ascending the Ohio, which has been used to rest on bottoms boundless to 
vision, on swamps, and regions without a rock or a hill in the scenery, 
never tires, in surveying these beautiful blufis, especially in the spring, 
when their declivities are crimsoned with the red bud, or whitened with 
die brilliant blossoms of the dog wood, or Tendered verdant with the 
beautiful May apple. 

• A range of knobs, stretching from the Ohio to White River of the Wa- 
bash, forms the limits of the table lands, that separate the waters of the 
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Ohio from tiiose of White River. North of the Wabash, between THppi' 
canoe and Ooitanon, the Wabash hills are precipitous, and a coDsideraUfe 
eiLtent of country is- rough and broken. Th^e are in different parts of 
the state, large extents of country, that may be pronounced hilly. Such 
is the south front of the state to a considerable di9tance from the CMiio. 
There are not such extensive plains in thisstate, as in lilioois. Nor are 
there any hills to vie with those back of Shawneetown. But with some 
few exceptions^ the greater proportion of this state may be pronounced 
one vast level. To particularize the level tracts would be to describe 
three fiflhs of the state. The prairies here, as elsewhere, are uniformly 
level. The mde extent of country, watered by White River, is generally 
level. The prairies have the usual distinction of hi^ and low, swampy 
and alluvial. For a wide extent on the north front of the state, between 
the Wabash and lake Michigan the country is generally an extended 
plain» alternately prairie and limbered land, with a great proportion of 
swanky lands, and small lakes and ponds. The {>iairie8 are no ways dif- 
ferent from those of Dlinois; alike rich, level, and covered with grass and 
flowering plants. Some like those of Illinois and Missouri, are broader 
than can be measured by the eye. Their divisions are marked off where 
ever streams cross them by belts of timbered land. All tbt rivers of this 
state have remarkably wide alluvions. Every traveller has spoken with 
admiration of the beauty and f<»rtility of the prairies along the course of 
the Wabash, particularly of those in the vicinity of Fort Harrison. Com- 
petent judges prefer the prairies on this part c^ the river, both for beauty 
and fertilty to those of the Ulinois, and the Upper Mississippi. Perhaps 
no part of the western w(Mrld can show greater extents of rich land in one 
body, than that portion of White River country, of which Indianapolis is 
the centre. Judging of Indiana, from travelling through the south front 
bom 12 to 20 miles from the Ohio,we should not, pn^iaUy, compare it with 
(Mo or Illinois. But now, when the greater part of the territory is pur- 
diased of the Indians, and all is surveyed, and well understood, it is found 
that this state possesses as large a proportion of first rate lands, as any in 
the western country. With some few exceptions of wide prairies, the 
divisions of timbered and prairie lands are more happily balanced, than in 
other parts of the western country. Many rich prairies are long and nar- 
row, 80 that the whole can be taken up, and timber be easily accessible by 
all the settlers. There am hundreds of prairies only large eneu^ forafew 
fiirms. Even in the large prairies are those beautiful ishinds of timboped 
land, vriiich form such a striking feature in the western prairies. The 
graat extents of fertile land, the happy distribution of rivere and sptrngs 
may be one cause of the unexampled rapidity, vrith which this state hu 
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peopled. Another reason may be, <that being a non-slavelK>lding state, 
and next in position beyond C^o, it was happily situated ft> arrest the 
tide of imnoigration, that set beyond Ohio, after that state was iUed. 

We add a few remarks in a single view, upon the qualities of the soil, 
on the several rivers, and near the towns, whidi we shall describe. The 
forest trees, shmbs, plants and grasses do not materially di£for from those 
of Illinois and Missouri. There is one specific difference, that should be 
noted. Tliere is a much greater proportioii of beeeh tiBiber, whieli in- 
creases so much^ as we advance east, than in Ohio, it is clearly the princi- 
pal kind of timber. This state is equally fertile in com, rye, oats, barley,, 
wheat and. the cereal gramina in geneml . Vast extents of the richer prai^ 
ries and bottoms are too rich for wheat, until the natural wild hcroiianoe 
in the soil has been reduced by cropping. Upland rice has been attempt- 
ed with success. Some of the warm and sheltered vallies have yielded, 
in Bivorable years, considerable crops of cotton. No country can exceed 
this in its adaptedftess fat rearing the ^est fruits and firoh bearing riinibs. 
Wild berries in many places are abundant; and on some of the prairies 
the strawberries are large and fine. It is affirmed that in the northern 
parts in the low prairies whote tracts are covered with the beautiful fbwl- 
meadow grass poa prateiuia, of the nortk It is a ceitain fact, that 
wherever the Indians or the French haive inhalated long enough to destroy 
the natural porairie grass, which, it is well known, is soon eradicated, 1^ 
being pastured by thedomestiD animals, that surrcMmd a fanner^s batn, 
this grass is rqilaced by the l^oe grass of the western country, whidi fur- 
nishes not only a beautiful sward, but covers the esurth wilb a mat <tf rich 
fodder, not unlike the second crop, which is cilt in thenofthem statest ^ 
the most valuable kind of hay. For all the objects of fiuming^ andvainig 
grain, flour, honp, tobacco, cattle, dieep, swine, hocies and generally the 
articles of the northern and middle states, immigrants could not desiie a 
better country, than may befoundin Indiana. In the rich bottoms in the 
southern parts, the leed came, and uncomnimily large gintoig aie abun- 
dant. 

ClimaUj 6^e. LitUe need be said, upon this head, far this stats, 
situated in neariy the same parall^wiilhlllinoieaand Missouri, hasmucfa 
the same temperature. That part of it which is contiguous to lake 
Michigan, is more subject to copious rains; and being ethtrwe low^ and 
marshy, much of tibe la^ is too wet for eukivaticm. Some have described 
the country and climate near lake Miohigan ar productive, and deli|^iJtM. 
FV>r aconaderable distance from the lake, sand hsaps coffered with a 
ftw stinted junipers, and »vept by the galas of the lake, gixe no jooaisie 
of a fine country or cUmate. But beyondtfaa inflimoe ef the lake 
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brerae, 4be climate is cool, mild and temperate. The elate, in general, 
18 somewhat less exposed to the extremes of heat and cold, than Blinois. 

In point of salubrity, we can do no m(»e than repeat the remarks, 
which have so often been found applicable to the western country in 
general, and idiich from the nature <^ things must apply to all countries. 
The hig^ and rolling regions of this state are as healthy as the same 
kinds of land in the other parts of the United States. The wet prairies, 
wwunpj lands, and tracts contiguous to small lakes and ponds, and inun- 
dated bottoms, intersected by bayous, generate feter and ague, and 
autumnal feYOrs, and impart a bilious tendency to all the disorders of the 
country. The beautiful pmiries above Vinoennes, on the Wabash, in the 
neighboihood of Fort Harrison and Tippicanoe, axe found to have some 
baknoe against their fertility, beauty of appearance, and the ease with 
which they are cultivated, in their insalubrity. That the settlers in 
general, have found this state, taken as a whole, favorable to health, the 
astonishing increase of the populaticm bean ample testimony. 

The winters are mild, compared with those of New En^and or Penn- 
sylvania. Winter cooomences in its severity about Christmas, and lasts 
seldom more than six weeks. During this time in most seasons, the 
rivers, that have not very rapid currents, are frooen. Though winters 
occur, in which the Wabash cannot be crossed upon the ice. About the 
middle ai February, the severity of winter ispast Inthe nordiem parts 
of the state, snow sometimes, though rarely, foils a foot and a half in 
depth. In the middle and southern parts, it seldom foils more than six 
inches. Peach trees are generally in blossom eariy in Aferch. The 
forests begin to be green from the dth to the 15th of April. Vast num- 
bers of flowering shrubs are in full flower, before they are in leaf, which 
gives an inexpressible charm to the early appearance of spring. Vegeta- 
tion is liaUe to be injured both by eariy and late frosts. 

Rhm's. The southern shore of this state is washed by the Ohio, from 
the mouth of the Big Miami to that of the Wabash,iL distance of nearty 
500 miles, by the meanders of the river. We reserve a description of 
this noble stream for our account of the state of Ohio. Between the 
Bfiami and the Wabash, the fbllovring considerable streams, together 
with many small ones, enter the Ohio. Tanner^ Creek falls in two 
miles below Lawrencebui^ and has acourse of 30 miles. Lougfaery^s 
Creek enters 11 miles bebw the Miami, and is 40 miles in length. 
Indian Creek, called by the Swiss, in rememlNranoe of a stream in their 
native country, Venoge, bounds the Swiss settlements on the south, and 
enters the OIno mf^t zmtos^bdiow the point opposite to Kentucky River. 
Wyandot, Big Blue, Little Hue, Anderson's River, Pigeon and Beaver 
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Creeks enter in the order in which we have mentioned them, as we descend 
the Ohio. In descending this distance, we discover the deep chasm through 
the banks of the Ohio, where a great many smaller streams enter. Many 
of these streams, at some distance from the Ohio, afford mill seats. We 
may th6reft>re remark, that the south IVont of Indiana is well watered. 

The Wabash is the chief river of this state; and after the Tennessee 
one of the most considerable tributaries of the Ohio. It glides through 
the central parts of the state, and by its extensive breLncbes waters a vast 
extent of it. One of tho main branches heads near Fort St. Mary's, in 
Darke county, Ohio. The next considerable branch called Little River, 
heads seven miles south of Fort Wayne, and enters the Wabash, eighty 
miles below St. Mary 's Portage. The next is Massassineway, which 
also heads in Ohio, between Forts Greenville and Recovery ; and joins it^ 
league and a half below the mouth of Little River. Eel River, another 
branch, rises in ponds and lakes, eighteen miles west of Fort Wayne, and 
joins the Wabash, eight miles below the mouth of the Massassineway. 
Rejoicing, Mascontin, Oditanon, and Deche are inconsiderable tributaries. 

White River enters the Wabash from the eastern side, sixteen miles 
below Vinoennes. It is the most considerable tributary of the Wabash; 
and one of the most important rivers in the state. It waters a great extent 
of very fertile country, in a lateral direction to the main stream. Its 
head waters interlock with the waters of the Miami. Its principal tribu- 
taries are Ihiftwood Branch, Muddy Fork, and Tea-kettle Branch. 

Little River, St. Mary's, Rock River, and Pomme, are inconsiderable 
tributaries, that enter from the eastern side. It receives a great number 
of coimiderable tributaries from the west. Richard's Creek and Rock 
River enter above Tippicanoe. This stream has acquired lasting fame 
by the bloody action wfakh was fou^t upon its banks, between the United 
States' troops, under General Harrison, and the Wabash savages in 
November, 1811. It originates from many branches in ponds and lakes, 
which, like that at the source of the Plein of the Illinois, discharge at 
one ^tremity into the waters of the Wabash, and at the other into the 
Maumee of the lakes. Before the battle of Tippicanoe the Indians had 
fields in high cultivation along the banks of this river. Below this river 
from the west, enter in succession. Pine, Redwood, Rejoicing, Little 
Vermillion, Erabliere, Dacbetteand Brouette Rivers, which are inconsid- 
erable streams, that head in die state of Illinois. 

White Water is a branch of tfie Big Miami, and a very interesting river. 
It rises near Fort Greenville, in Ohio. Not far from its source it crosses 
into this state, and in its devious course, waters a large extent of fertile 
country. The West Fork unites with it at Brookville, 30 miles above its 
entrance into the Miami. This beautiful stream is supposed to water 
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nearly a miUion acres of land. It abounds in fine fish, and surpaases the 
other rivers of the country in the unusual transparency of waters. It has 
its sources in copious hill springs, and its waters are uncommonly cM. 
The people in its vicinity have an idea that its waters are too much want- 
ing in specific gravity, or too little buoyant, for ordinary swimmers to 
trust themselves to bathe in it. , 

The northern firont of the state, bordering on the territory of Midiigan^ 
and the lake of that name, is watered copiously by rivers, that ^npty mto 
that lake and lake Erie. The principal of these are the St. Joseph of the 
Mauroee of the lakes, and its munerous branches, the river Raiain of lake 
Erie, Black River of lake Michigan with its numerous branches; Chemiii, 
Big and Little Eenomic, all of that lake, and Theakiki, Kickapoo, Pkin, 
and tlie Vermillion of Illinois. These numerous rivers generally have 
short courses, and carry large volumes of water. Most of them origmate 
in pcmds and lakes, of which an hundred exist sUong the northern fronti^. 
Many have the peculiar character of such waters in this region, that is 
to say, a position on an elevated plateau, from one extremity of which 
the waters discharge into the lakes, and from the other into the waters of 
the Mississippi. 

Although this state has not so great an extent of inland navigation as 
Illinois^ the amount of that navigation is rery great. Bfliany of its waters 
interlock with those of the HUnois. It possesses the whole extent of the 
noble Wabash, and White River, and its numerous boatable branches. 
By these large marshy ponds, which at once discharge into lake Michigan 
and Erie on the one hand, and the gulf of Mexico on the other, with a 
small expense of money and labor, the lakes will be united by canab with 
the Ohio and Illinois. A navigable canal already connects the White 
Water by the Big Miami with the Ohio, at CindnnatL Tliis stote so 
rapidly becoming populous, is the younger sister of Ohio, and will soon 
dispute the point of population and importance. It will eie long mnulale 
the enterprise, the canals and great public wori(s of its modd. By the 
lakes the northern frontier is already connected with Canada and New 
York. The whole extent of the inland navigation may be fairiy rated at 
5,000 miles. 

Chief Towns. Character of the country m vkich th^ are ntnmit d. 
The tabular view of county towns presents the names of the most con- 
siderable villages in this state. To mention, in detail, all that have really 
attained some degree of consequence would only fbrnish a barren cata- 
logue of names. We will mention the chief of those on the Ohio, i& 
descending order, beginning with Lawrenceburgh, on the sout h e a sle ni 
angle of the state. 
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ThiB town, the seat of justice for the county of Deaiboni, stands on 
the north bank of the Ohio, 23 miles below Cincinnati, and two miles 
below the Big Miami, the eastern limit of the state. It is in the centre o[ 
a rich bottom. The ancient village was built on the first bottom, which 
was frequently exposed to inundation. It was not uncommon for the 
water to rise four or five feet above the foundations of the houses, in 
wMch case the inhabitants removed to the upper story, and drove their 
domestic animalsto thehiUs. Visits and tea parties were prqjected m the 
inundated town, and the vehicles of transport skifis and periogues. The 
period of the flood, firom ancient custom^ and the sui^pension of all the 
customary pursuits, became a time of carnival. The floods, instead of 
creating disease, wash the surfsice of the earth, carry ofi* vegetable and 
animal matter, and are supposed to be rather conducive to health than 
otherwise. The old town, built on the first bank, bad been stationary for 
many years. New Lawrenceburgh has been recently built on the second 
bank, and on elevated ground, formed by the bank of IVmner^s Creek. 
Since the commencement of this town few places have made more n^id 
inrogress. Many of the new houses are handspme; and some of them 
make a handscnne show firom the river. Its position, in relation to the 
river, the rich adjacent country, and the Big Miami, is highly eligible. 
It has a number of respectable commencing manufoctories, and promises 
to be a kige town. It contains 1,000 inhabitants. 

Aurora is a new village, at the mouth of Hogan Creek, four miles 
below, on the Ohio. It contains between 60 and 70 4;Felling8. Rising 
Sun, 13 miles below Lawrenceburgh, occupies a beautiful positicm on the 
Ohio, and is a village something larger than Aurora. 

Vevay, the seat of justice for Switzerland county, is situated 8 miles 
above the point, opposite the mouth of Kentucky lUver, and 45 miles 
below Cincinnati. It contains between 2 and 300 houses, a court house, 
jail, academy, printing (^ce, from whkh issues a weddy journal, a branch 
of the Bank of Indiana, and some oth^ public buildings. This inter- 
esting town was comrnenced in 1804, by 30 Swiss fomilies, to whom the 
United States made a grant, under favorable stipulations, of a considera- 
ble tract of land, to patronize the cultivation of the vine. The patriarch 
of this colony was a Swiss gentleman, of the name of J. J. Dufour, 
who continued an intelligent friend to the town. The colony soon 
reoeived considerable accessions from the mountaihs of Switzeriand. 
In grateful remembrance of tfieir native hills, and to create in the bosom 
of their adopted country tender asfodations with their indent country, 
diey named their stream Venoge, and their town Vevay. Messrs. Dufour, 
Morerod,Bettens, Siebentfaal, and others, commenced the cultivatfon of 
the gmpe on a large scale. lliiB cultivatkm has g6ne on feteidfly In- 
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creasing. An hundred experiments have been since commenced in dif- 
ferent points of the West. But this still remains the largest vineyard in 
the United States. We have witnessed nothing in our country, in the 
department of gardening and cultivation, which can compare with the 
richness of this vineyard, in the autunm, when the clusters are in 
maturity. Words feebly paint such a spectacle. The hpm of plenty 
seems to have been emptied in the production of this rich fruit. We 
principally remarked the blue or Cape grape and the Madeira grape. 
The wine df the former has been preferred to the Claret of Bordeaux. 
The firuit tends to become too succulent and abundant. It is now sup- 
posed that some of our native grapes, vrill more easily acclimate, and 
nudce a better wine. These amiable and industrious people are constantly 
pr<^ting by experience. This species of agriculture already yields them 
a better profit than any other practised in our country. They are every 
year improving on the vintage of the past They are the simple and 
interesting inhabitants that we might expect, from the prepossessions 
of early reading, to find from the vine clad hills of Switzerland. They 
are mostly protestants, and happily compound the vivacity of the French 
vrith the industry of the Germans. Like the former they love gaiety 
and dapcing. Like the latter they easily fall in with the spirit of our 
institutions, love our country and its laws, intermarry with our people, and 
are in all respects a most amiable people. There is a considerable num- 
ber of professi<mal men in Vevay , a public library, a literary society, and 
inany of the contorts and improvements of a town. Mr. Dufour has 
distinguished himself by agricultural publications, particularly upon the 
culture of the vine. /liiis industrious people have created some manu- 
factures, peculiar to themselves, particularly that of straw bonnets. The 
position of the town is fortunate, in relation to the bade cotmtry, and the 
other interior large towns. 

Madison, the most populous, and one of the pleasantest and most 
thriving towns in the state; is sjtuated on the Ohio,neariy equi*<listant 
between Louisville and Cincinnati, and was commenced in 1611. In 
1829 between 40 and 50 brick buildings, many of them three stories, 
were added to the town ; and the promise of future progress is equally 
great Its position on the Ohio is peculiarly favorable, it being the point 
of the river nearest to Indianapolis, 84 miles from it, and the landing 
place for the in^rts from the Ohio to a number of the newly settled and 
thriving counties. Besides diurches and public buildings, it has 25 dry 
good's stores, many of them transacting an extensive business. A line 
of stages parses, through it. It has two printing offices, and issues a 
respectable weekly gazette. It has an insurance company, and expects a 
branch of the United States Bank. It does a large business in exports of 
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tbeprodaceof the country, and is particularly noted for the quantity of 
pork barrelled here. It contains 2,000 inhabitants. 

New London, ten miles lower on the ri?er, and Charlestown, 29 miles 
lower, and two miles back from the Ohio, are small villages. The land 
about the latter town was a grant of gratitude from Virginia to the brave 
General Clark and his soldiers, for their achievements at the close of the 
revolutions^ war. 

Jeffersonville is situated just above the Mia of Ohio. The town of 
Louisville on the opposite shore, and the beautiful and rich country 
beyond, together with the broad and rapid river, forming whitening sheets 
and cascades from shore to shore, the display of steam boats, added to the 
high banks, the neat village, and the noble woods on the north bank, unite 
-to render the scenery of this village uncommonly rich and diversified. 
It is a considerable and handsome village with some houses, that have a 
show of magnificence. It has a land office, a post office, a printing office, 
and some other public buildings. It was contemplated to canal the fidls 
on this side of the river; and a company with a laige capital was incor- 
porated by the legislature. In 1619, the work was commenced, but has 
not been prosecuted with the success that was hoped. The completion 
of the canal on the opposite side will, probably, merge this project, by 
rendering it useless. One of the principal ckuUs of the river, in low 
water, is near this shore; and experienced pilots, appointed by the state, 
are always in readiness to conduct boats over the falls. Clarksville is a 
small village just below this place. 

New Albany, the seat of justice for Floyd county, is four and a half 
miles below Jeffersonville. The front street is three quarters of a mile in 
length, and makes a respectable appearance from the river. Many steam 
boats, that cannot pass the falls, arc laid up for repair at this place, dur- 
ing the summer. It has a convenient ship yard for building steam boats, 
and is a thriving and busy village, containing 1,900 inhabitants. 

Fredonia, Leavenworth, Rockport, and Evansville occur, as we descend 
the Ohio. The last is a village of some consequence. It is the landing 
place for immigrants, descending the Ohio, for the Wabash. It is at the 
noouth of Big Pigeon Creek, 54 miles south of Vincennes, and 45 above 
the mouth of the Wabash. Being about half way between the falls of 
Ohio and the mouth, it is a noted stopping place for steam boats. 

Corydon, the seat of justice for the county of Harrison, was for a con- 
siderahle time the political metropolis of this state. It is distant 23 
miles from Jefiersonville, and 13 from the Ohio, and is situated in the 
forks of Indian Creek. North of the town, spreads an extensive region 
of barrens, full of sink holes and lime stone caves. 
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Salem, on a small branch of Blue RiTer, 34 miles nordi of Corydoii, 
is a flourishing county town, containing more than 100 hooaes. — 
Brownstown, Paoli, and Wasliington, are inferior county towns. The 
following towns are on the Wahash as we descend the river. Above 
Tippicanoe is the old French post of Ouitanon, at the head of boatable 
navigation on the river, in the centre of what was recently the country of 
the savages. Its origin dates back nearly one hundred years. The in- 
habitants are a mixture of French and Indian blood. Merom is on a high 
bluff of the Wabash, opposite La Motte Prairie, in Illinois, and is in the 
centre of rich and beautiful prairies. It has peopled with great rapidity. 
Tare Hcade is situated two miles below Fort Harrison, as its name im- 
ports, on a high bank of the Wabash. It is a growing and ioqiortant 
village. Shaker Town, 15 miles above Vincennes, contains a community 
of the industrious people called Shakers, and exhibits the nrnks of order 
and neatness, that so universally characterize this people. 

Vincennes is, af\er Kaskaskia, the oldest place in the western world. 
It was settled in 1735 by French emigrants from Canada. They fixed 
themselves here in a beautiful, rich, and isolated spot, in the midst of the 
deserts. For an age they had little intercourse with any other people than 
savages. Their interests, pursuits and feelings were identified with them. 
Their descendants are reclaimed from their savage propensities; and 
have the characteristic vivacity and politeness of the French people. It 
is 150 miles above the mouth of the Wabash; and 54 from the nearest 
point of the Ohio. It has improved rapidly of late; and contains 300 
houses, a brick court house and hotel, a jail, a respectable building for an 
Academy, a Roman Catholic and a Presbyterian church, land office, post 
office, two printing offices, from one of which is issued a respectable 
gazette, a bank, and some other public buildings, and 1,500 inhabitants. 
It is situated contiguous to a beautiful prairie, 5,000 acres of which are 
cultivated as a common field, after the ancient French customs. It was 
for a long time the seat of the territorial government, and still has as 
much trade as any other place in the state. The plat of the town is level, 
and laid off with regularity. The houses have extensive gardens, crowded 
afler the French fashion with fruit trees. It is accessible, for the greater 
part of the year, by steam boats; and is a place of extensive supply of 
merchandise to the interior of the state. Volney, who visited this place 
not long afler the establishment of the Federal Government, gives a 
graphic and faithful account of the appearance of this place, and the 
adjoining country, the French inhabitants and their manners. At the 
same time he presents a revolting picture of the manner in which the 
Americans had treated them. Perhaps he had not learned that Vincennes 
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had been for a long time a nest of savages, from which they fitted out 
tfa^r marderous expediticms; and that it was natural that the Kentuckians 
who had suffered much from them, should retaliate upon the people who 
had harbored them. He represents them, subsequently, to have been 
cheated out of their lands by the Americans, and their ignorance so 
profound, that little more than half their number could read or write; 
and he aveis that he could instantly distinguish them, when mixed with 
the Americans, by their meagre and tanned faces, and their look of poverty 
and desdation. However just this picture may have been in 1796, it is 
reversed now. Most of the inhabitants have an air of ease and affluence; 
and Yincennes furnishes a pleasant and respectable society. 

Harmony is fii%y-fi>ur miles below Yincennes, and something more than 
one hundred by water above the mouth of the Wabash on the east bank 
of the river, 16 miles from the nearest point of the Ohio, on a rich and 
heavily timbered plateau, or second bottom. It is high, healthy, has a 
fertile soil, and is in the vicinity of small and rich prairies, and is a 
pleasant and well chosen position. It was first settled in 1814, by a re- 
ygious sect of Germans, denominated Harmonites. They were emigrants 
from Germany, and settled first on' Beaver Creek in Pennsylvania. They 
moved in a body, consisting of 800 souls, to this place. Their spiritual 
and temporal leader was George Rapp, and all the lands and possessions 
were held in his name. Their society seems to have been a kind of inter- 
mediate sect between the Shakers and Moravians. They held their 
property in conmion. Their regulations were extremely strict and severe. 
In their order, industry, neatness, and perfect subordination, they resem- 
bled the Shakers. They soon erected from 80 to 100 large and substantial 
buildmgs. Their lands were laid off with the most perfect regularity, 
and were as right angled and square as compass could make them. 
They were wonderiiilly successful here, as they had been in other plac^, 
in converting a wilderness into a garden in a short time. They bad ev^i 
the luxury of a botanic garden and a green house. Their great house of 
assembly, with its wings and appendages, was nearly 100 feet square. 
Here they lived, and labored in common, and in profound peace. But 
fipom some cause, their eyes were turned from the rich fields and the wide 
prairiofi, and the more southem and temperate climate of the Wabash 
towards Beaver Creek, the place where they had first settled. While 
they were under the influence of these yearnings, the leader of a new 
sect came upon them. This was no other than Robert Owen of New 
Lanark, in Scotland, a professed philosopher of a new school, who advo- 
cated new principles, and took new views of society. He denominated 
his theory, <The Social System.^ He was opulent, and disposed to make 
a grand experiment of his principles on the prairies of the Wabash, and 
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purchiBsecl the land and village of Mr. Rapp, for 190,000 ddkrs. In a 
riiort time there were admitted to the new establishment from seven to 
eight hundred persons. They danced all together, one night in every week, 
and had a concert of music in another. The Sabbath was occupied in the 
delivery and hearing of philosophical lectures. Two of Mr. Owen^s sons, 
and Mr. M^Clure joined him from Scotland. The society at New HanDony, 
as the place was called, excited a great deal of remark in every part of the 
United States. Great numbers of distinguished men in all die walks of 
Kfe wrote to the society, making enquiries, respecting its prospects, and 
rules; and expressing a desire, at some future time to join it. Mr. Ontn 
remained at New Harmony, little more than a year;in which timehe madea 
voyage to Europe. The fourth of July, 1826, he promulgated his famous 
declaration of < mental independence.* The society had begun to moulder 
before this time. He has left New Harmony, and ^ the social system^ is 
abandoned. It is to be hoped, that this beautiful viUage, which has been 
the theatre of such singular and opposite experiments, will again flourish. 

Brookville is a decaying village, in the forks of the beautiful White 
Water. It was noted for the number and enterprize of its mechanics and 
manufacturers. A number of its public and private buildings are of brick, 
and respectable. It has grist mills, saw mills, carding machines, a 
printing office and numbers of the common mechanic shops, where the 
usual articles of city manu&cture are made. 

The surrounding country is finely timbered and watered. The soil is 
rich and productive; and has acquired reputation for the excellaioe of its 
tobacco. From some cause, notwithstanding all these advantages, it has 
declined. The number of houses exceeds one hundred. 

Harrison is situated on the north shore of White Water, eight miles 
ftom its mouth, eighteen north-east of Brookville, and in the centre of 
an excellent body of land. The village is divided between the jurisdic- 
tion of Cttiio and Indiana. In the rich and extensive bottoms, that 
surround this village, are found great numbers of Indian mounds. They 
contain quantities of human bones, in all stages of decay. Indian axes, 
Tases, and implements of war and domestic use, abound in them. In 
the bottom of most of them are found brands, coal and ashes ; indications, 
from which antiquarians have inferred, that they were places of sacrifice, 
and that the victims were human. 

Richmond is a thriving town of 1,500 inhabitants. 

Indianapolis is situated on the west bank of White River, in the centie 
of one of the most extensive and fertile bodies of land in the western 
world ; neariy central to the state, and at a point accessible by steam boats, 
in common stages of the Wabash. No river in America according to its 
size and extrat, waters greater bodies of fertile land, than Wlrite River. 
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The country is settling about this town with unexampled rapidity. But 
a few years since, it was a solid and deep forest, where the surprised 
traveller now sees the buildings of a metropolis, compact streets and squares 
of brick buildings, respectable public buildings, manufactories, mechanic 
shops, printing offices, business and bustle. Such is the present aspect 
of Indianapolis, which contains two hundred houses, and 1,200 inhabit- 
ants. It will, probably, become one of the largest towns between 
Cincinnati and the Mississippi. 

In the recently settled parts of the state, have sprung up a number of 
new towns, with compact streets and handsome houses, within four or 
five years. The most considerable of these are Logansport, Terre Haute, 
Rockville, Crawfordsville, and La Fayette. This last town is now the 
head of navigation on the Wabash. At the point designated by the 
commissioners for the termination of the Wabash and Erie canal, 66 miles 
below La Fayette, is the famous battle ground of Tippicanoe at the mouth 
of that river. It exhibits the most beautiful scenery. The breast-worics 
of the American army are still visible. The hottest point of the fight is 
indicated by the masses of bones of the horses that were killed, (jeneral 
Tipton, who at the age of e^teen years distinguished himself in that 
battle, is the present owner of the site, and has enclosed it with a view to 
ccHisecrating the memory of that event. 

The inciease of population in this state, since the year 1820, has been 
unexampled, even in the annals of western progress. The inhabitants 
then amounted to 147,000. The census of 1830 gives it 344,000 This 
census did not include any but readout persons. Grreat numbers of 
immigrants were in the state at the time it was taken, and were not 
included in it The tide of immigration was stronger at no period, than 
last autumn. The number of inhabitants at this time, exceeds 400,000. 

The principal influx of this population has been to the country on the 
Upper Wabash, forming the counties of Warren, Fountain, Tippicanoe, 
Madison, Hancock, Clay, Caroll, Cass, Clinton, and Boone. These 
coonties send four Senators and eight representatives to tks General 
Assembly. The inhabitants are distinguished for their progress in making 
farms and towns, and their intelligence and respectability. Neariy half 
the counties have been constituted within the last &ve years. 

The soil of the Upper Wabash is of the richest quality, being black, 
deep, friable and extremely productive. Over the whole extent we meet 
with fertile and beautifully undulating prairies. Unlike those farther 
west, some of them have small hill^ of considerable elevation with 
groves on their summits, presenting delightful prospects to the eye. 
The productiveness of these prairies is surprising. The face of the 
country ismndergoing an astonishing change, which seems the work of 
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enchantment. Three or four years ago it had only been trodden hj 
savages or the animals of the wilderness. We now see not onlj 
luxuriant forests, numerous flocks, herds and commencing orchards, and 
gardens, but neat and substantial brick houses. 

In consequence of the great change produced by the opening of the 
New York canal, and the canal connecting Lake Erie with Ontario, the 
north front of Indiana along Lake Michigan, which, a few years since, 
was regarded as a kind of terminating point of habitancy in the desert, 
has begun to be viewed as a maratime shore, and the most important front 
of the state. 

Navigable waters. Their extent has been rated at 2,500 miles. We 
have given an estimate of twice that amount. When we take into view 
the whole northern lakes, and all their shores, traversed at present by 
steam boats, this estimate will be found moderate. The boatable 
waters, beside the lakes, consist of the long extent of the Ohio, washing 
the southern shore, the Wabash and its waters, Petoka, Blue River, St 
Joseph, White Water, Rocky River, Pomme, Massisineway, Eel Rivera 
Little River, Panther Creek, Elkhom, St. Joseph of Lake Michigan, Great 
and Little Kenomic, Chemin, Chicago, Kiekapoo, Theakild, part of Fox, 
Plein and Illinois. The distance from Chicago, to New Orleans is 1630^ 
and to Buffalo 800 miles. 

In regard to the facility of communication between the Ohio and 
Mississippi, and the lakes, we have already noted tlie great number of lakes 
and ponds, that from one extremity communicate with those rivers; and 
from the other, with Lake Erie and Michigan. More than 20 of these 
portages have been practised. Among the first, we name that between 
8t. Marys, and Little River of the Wabash. By this the French formerly 
communicated with their posts on the Wabash. The second is a short 
portage, between Chicago and 4he Kickapoo of the Illinois. In high 
spring waters, boats pass by this route from the lake to the river. The 
third is the distance of a league between the north branch of the Big 
Miami, aai the south branch of the Maumec. By this communi^tioa 
canoes have passed from the Ohio to Lake Erie. Another communicatiim 
is a kind of natural -canal at Loramier^s Fort, connecting the Miami and 
the Maumee, which is practicable for boats in high waters. 'There is 
another similar connection between Hudson River of Lake Erie, and 
Grand River of Lake Michigan. The Muskingum of the Ohio commu- 
nicates in spring floods with the Cuyahoga of Lake Erie. There is a 
portage of four miles, between the St. Joseph of Lake Michigan, and 
Theakiki, of two miles between the Theakiki and the great Kenomic, 
ofhalf amile between the Great and Little Kenomic; of fhree miles 
between Chicago and Plein, and numerous other communications 
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between the rivers of the Wabash and Lake Michigan, too numerous to 
mention. 

The river Chicago empties into Lake Micliigar, near the territorial 
limits of Indiana and Illinois. Its harbor is the south-western extremity 
of that lake. Fort Dearborn, where the bloody tragedy of September, 
1815, was enacted by the Indians, in the massacre of its garrison, was, 
until recently, a military post of the United States. It has lately he&x 
abandoned. At the mouth of this river is the only harbor on the lake 
for a great distance; and when ever a canal shall unite the Illinois with 
the lake, it will become a place of great commercial importance. 

Indians. Until recently, they owned the greater part of the fertild 
lands in this state. Most of these lands have lately been purchased of 
them by treaty. The names of the tribes, as they used to be, convey little 
idea of their present position and numbers. Great numbers have 
emigrated far to the west, on White River and Arkansas. Others have 
strayed into Canada, or towards the sotirces of Ihe Mississippi, and their 
deserted places are rapidly filling with the habitations of white men. 
Their names, as they used to be, are Mascontins, Piankashaws, Kicka- 
poos, Delawar^, Miamies, Sliawnees, Weeas, Ouitanons, Eel Rivers and 
Pottawattomies. Their present numbers can not exceed four or five 
thousand souls. It is an unquestionable evidence of the fertility of the 
country in the interior of Indiana, that it was once the seat of the most 
dense Indian population in the western country. The Indians invariably 
fixed in greatest numbers, where the soil was fertile, the country healthy, 
and the means of transport on water courses easy and extensive. Such 
countries abounded in fish and game, and such was the country in 
question. The Indians in this country were invaded, in 1791, by Gen. 
Wilkinson . He destroyed their principal town. It ccmtained 120 houses, 
eighty of which were roofed with shingles. The gardens and improve- 
ments about it were delightful. There was a tavern with cellars, bar, 
public and private rooms; and the whole indicated no small degree of 
order and civilization. The prophet's town, destroyed by Ge». Harrison 
in November, 1811, was a considerable place. The Miamies possess a 
reservation near Logan's Fort, of 36 miles square of land, of the finest 
quality. Their numbers are 1,150. Beside their rich lands, they have 
an annuity of 25,000 dollars, which, with their possessions, render them 
wealthy. Near the Kankakee Ponds north of the Wabash, reside the 
Pottawattomies, who are more numerous than the Miamies. These 
Indians, in 1626 ceded lands to the United States, for the purpose of 
causing a road to be constructed from Lake Michigan by way of Indian- 
apolis to the Ohio. Congress confirmed the grant, and the road hai 
*been laid otxt, and rend^^ed passable. 
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Game and Fish. The interior and northeni parts of this state are 
abundantly stocked with game. Bears, and especially deer, are common. 
Wild turkeys have been supposed by some, to aboui^ as much on the 
waters of White River, as they do in the settled regions. Hundreds are 
sometimes driven from one com field. Prairie hens, partridges and 
grouse abound on the prairies, and in some seascms, wild pigeons are seen 
here in countless numbers. Where they roost, the limbs of the trees are 
broken off in all directions by their numbers. Venomous snakes and 
noxious reptiles are sometimes seen, especially in the vicinity of ledges of 
rocks. The ratde snake and the copper head are the most numerous 
and dangerous. The streams, and especially those that communicate 
with Lake Michigan, are abundant in fish of the best qualities. The 
number and excellence of the fish, jmd the ease, with which they are taken, 
are circumstances of real importance and advantage to the first settlers, 
and help to sustain them, until they are enabled to subsist by the avails 
of cultivation. 

Minerals and Fossils. There are salt springs in different parts of the 
state*. We do not know, that any of them are worked to much extent. 
The salt has hitherto been chiefly brought from the United States' Saline, 
back of Shawneetown, or from the Salines of Kenhawa. Stone coal of 
the best quality is found in various places. Native copper has been 
discovered in small masses, in the nprthem parts of the state. Iron ore 
is also found in some places. But in genial it is a country too level to 
be a mineral one. Although from the first settlement of the country, it 
has been asserted, that there is a silver mine near Ouitanon. 

Antiqmiies. This state once possessed a numerous Indian population. 
Their mounds, sepulchres, ruined villages, the sward of blue grass, which 
indicates in times nearer, or remote, the position of an Indian vilkge, 
their implements of war and agriculture,* dug up by the spade, or turned 
up by the plough, strike us on all sides, as we travel through this state. 
They can not but excite deep and serious thoughts in a i^ecting mind. 
French traditions relate, that an exterminating battle took place in a spot, 
which is now designated by two or three small mounds, near where Fort 
Harrison now stands. The battle was fought between the Indians of the 
Mississippi, and of the Wabash. The prize of conquest vras the lands, 
which were adjacent to the field of battle. A thousand warriors fought 
on each side. The contest commenced with the sun, and was fought with 
all the barbarity and desperaticm of Indian bravery. The Wabash 
warriors were victorious with seven survivors; and the vanquished came 
off with only five. 

CunoMltef . Like Alabama and Tennesiee, this state abounds with 
subterranean wonders, in the form of caves. Many have been coploied. 
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and some of them have been described. One of them is extensively 
known in the western country by the name of *<Ac Eptom salts cate? 

It is not very far from Jeffersonville. When first discovered, the salts 
were represented as being some inches deep on the floor. The interior of 
this cave possesses the usual domes and chambers of extensive caverns, 
through which the visitant gropes a distance of a mile and a quarter to the 
' pillar,' which is a splendid column, 15 feet in diameter, and 25 feet 
high, regularly reeded from top to bottom. Near it are smaller pillars of 
the same appearance. 

The salt in question is sometimes found in lumps varying from one to 
\ea pounds. ' The floor and walls are covered with it in the form of a 
frost, which when removed, is speedily reproduced. Tfie earth yields 
from four to 20 pounds to the bushel; and the product is said to be of the 
best quality. Nitre is also found in the cave in great abundance, and 
sulfate of lime, or plaister of paris. 

Roads and Canals. We have seen that the state has laid out and 
rendered passable a road from Lake Michigan to the Ohio The 
national road is laid out, and some part of it made through the state from 
east to west, jessing through Indianopolis. The common roads are in 
good passable condition during the summer. But in winter, and 
especially during rainy weather, they are excessively deep and heavy. 
Regular ferries are now established across the the rivers at all the import- 
ant points of travel The project of a rail road from the Ohio to Lake 
Michigan has been discussed. None of the western states, ftom the 
the configuration, to which we have adverted, possess greater facilities of 
making canals j as great numbers of the small lakes communicate at 
present with the Ohio and Mississippi from one extremity, and with Lake 
Michigan from the other, and require only, that the communications 
should be deepened to become natural canals. 

A canal has been projected by the state, after a long discussion of 
two*or three legislative sessions, entitled the Wabash and Erie Canal. It 
is intended to connect by the Big Miami, and the Dayton Canal, with 
Lake Erie. Funds have been provided for making it; but, owing to 
some division of opinion respecting the comparative utility (^canals and 
rail roads, the excavation has not yet been commenced. 

Seminaries, Indiana College at Bloomington, commenced in 1828. 
As early as 1804, the then territorial government of Indiana incorporated 
what was called the university of Vincennes. A brick building was 
erected, and the university figured for some years in the statutes of 
legislation. When the territory became a state, a township of land to be 
selected by the president of the United States, was appropriated to this 
institution, in addition to the township already owned. The new town- 
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ship was selected by ^ present, near BloomingUm. Theorigiml 
title of the college was changed, and the brick edifice sdd. It then took 
the name of Indiana College. In 1829 it received an ^cient organiza- 
tion under a learned president, with two professors and a tutor. The 
number of students is about 60. The seat of the collie is a delightful 
village central to a healthful and fertile country. A thorough daasica] 
education is imparted at an expense as moderate^ as in any other similar 
seminary in the union. 

Hanover Academy was established at Hanover, six miles bekrw Madison 
on the Ohio, in 1827. It is chiefly intended as a Presbyterian theological 
school, and is under the care of the Presbytery of Indiana. It has an 
endowment inland, and the system of manual labor is. contemplated. It 
is intended that the expenses of board and tuition shall be but thirty 
dollars a year. It has 22 stiidents, 18 of whom are preparing for the 
ministry. Some other institutions of education exist, called academies; 
and high schools are in contemplation in difierent parts of this rapidly 
advancing state. 

A historical society has recently been formed, the object of which, is to 
investigate the antiquities of the country, and preserve the materials for 
the annals and history of the state. A respectable libranr has already 
been collected, and the society bids fair to be efficient in furnishing 
documents of practical utility in furthering its objects. 

That spirit of regard for schools, religious societies and institutions, 
connected with them, which has so honorary distinguished the commenc- 
ing legislation of Ohio, has displayed itself in this state. There are 
districts, no doubt, where people have but just made beginnings, and are 
more anxious about carrying an the first opera^ons of making a new 
establishment, than educating their children. But it ought to be recorded 
to the honor of die people, that among the first public works in an incip- 
ient village, is a school house, and among the first associations, that (or 
establishing a school. Schools are established in all the considerable to/Wns 
and villages in the state. In many of the more compact there is a reading 
room, and a social library. The spirit of enquiry, resulting finom our fi:ee 
institutions, is pervading the country, and a thirst for all kinds of infor- 
mation is universal. This state will soon take a high place among her 
sister states, in point of population. It is hoped that her advance in 
intellectual improvement, and social and religious institutions will be in 
corresponding proportion. 

CoHttUuiion and CrovenmetU, This state was admitted into the Union 
in 1816. The constitution does not differ essentially firom that of tbe 
other western states. Where it does differ, it is in having a more popular 
form than the rest. The governor is elected for three years; and is 
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digible six yeatf out of nine* The judiciary is compoied of a suprene 
and circuit courts. 

The judges of the supreme court arc appointed by the governor, and 
have appellate jurisdiction. The circuit courts are to be held by one 
judge and two associates-^-the former to be appointed by the legislature, 
and the latter by the people; all to be held for the term of seven years. 
All free white males, of twenty^^ne years and upwards, of the United 
States, are admitted to the elective franchisor 

History. The country on the Wabash was early visited by French 
traders, trar hunters from Canada. The settlement of Vincennes, dates 
back as far as 1702. The first settlement was composed of soldiers of 
Louis XIV. They were, for more than an age almost s^arated from the 
rest of mankind ; and had, in many respects, assimilated with the savages, 
widi whom they intermarried. In the time of the American revolution, 
they manifested a disposition so unequivocally favorable to it, that the 
general government ceded to them a tract of land about Vincennes, at the 
close of that war. The sparse population in this then wilderness, suffered 
severely from the savages, until the peace, whidi was restored by the 
treaty at Greenville. The Indians still owned the greater portion of the 
territorial surface. In the year 181 1 , in consequence of their depredations 
and murders, a military force was sent against them; and they were defea- 
ted, and compelled to sue for peace. The bloody battle of Tippicanoe has 
already been mentioned. Since the peace they have been quiet, and have 
ceded the greater part of their lands to the United S^tes. In 1801, Indi- 
ana was erected into a territorial government During the late war the 
tide of immigration was almost completely arrested* Many of the settle- 
ments were broken up by the savages. Immediately on the termination 
of that war, the tide set strongly again, through Ohio, to this state; and 
population poured in upon the woods and prairies. It has since been 
filling up with almost unexampled rapidity. It sufiered severely 
along with the other western states by the chadge of times, that ocurred 
after the close of the war. The same foolish, or iniquitous system 
of spurious banks, or relief ktwsj was adopted here as in the state farther 
west; and with the same results. The bank of New Lexington was a 
notorious scheme of iniquity; and was one of the first bubbles, that burst, 
in this young community. Though the people did not immediately take 
warning, they were among the first, that discarded all the ridiculous 
temporizing expedients of relief, and restored a sound circulation. 

If we could prevent a scenic map of this state, exhibiting its present con- 
dition, it would present us a gr and and interesting view of deep forests, 
wide and flowering prairies, dotted with thousands of log cabins; and in 
the villages^ brick houses rising beside them. We should see chasms cut 
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out of the forests in all directioiis. We should note thousands of dead 
trtes surrounding the incipient establishments. On the edges of theprai- 
ri^y we should remark cabins, or houses, sending up their smokes. We 
should see vast droves of cattle, ruminating in the vicinity of these estab- 
lishments in the shade. There would be a singular blending of nature 
and art; and to give interest to the scene, the bark hovels of the Indians, 
in many places, would remain intermixed with the habitations of the 
whites. But the most pleasing part of the picture would be to see inde- 
pendent and respectable yeoman presiding over these great changes. The 
young children would be seen playing about die rustic establishments; 
full fed and happy, sure presage of the numbers, healthfulness and inde- 
pendence of th&coming generation. 

The revenueof the state for 1831 is 103,432 dollars; the expenditure 
is 37,765. Deduct the canal and Indianopolis fund 28,164 ; and there 
will remain a balance in the treasury in favor of the state. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OHIO. 



Length, 210 miles. Mean breadth, 200 miles, containing 40,000 
square miles, and 25,000,000 acres. Between 38° 30' and 41° 19' N. 
latitude; and between 3° 31' and 7° 41' West from Washington. Bounded 
on the North by the territory of Michigan, and Lake Erie; East by 
Pennsylvania, South-east by Virginia, from which it is separated by the 
Ohio; South by the Ohio, which separates it from Virginia and Kentucky; 
and West by Indiana. 





CIVIL DIVISIONS. 




Counties, 


• 

County Tovms. 


Distances from Columbus. 


Adams, 


West Union, 


101 miles. 


Allen, 


Wassahkonnetta, 


110 


Ashtabula, 


Jefferson, 


191 


Athens, 


Athens, 


73 


Belmont, 


St. Clairsville, 


124 


Brown, 


Georgetown, 


104 


Butler, 


Hamilton, 


101 


Champaign, 


Urbana, 


50 


Clarke, 


Springfield, 


43 


Clermont, 


Batavia, 


109 


Clinton, 


Wilmington, 


67 


Columbiana, 


New Lisbon, 


152 


Coshocton, 


Coshocton, 


84 


Crawford, 


Bucyrus, 


69 


Cuyahoga, 


Cleaveland, 


138 


Drake, 


Greenville, 


103 


Delaware, 


Delaware, 


23 


Fairfield, 


Lancaster, 


28 



Digitized by 



Google 



390 



dHia« 



Payette, 


Washington, C. H^ 


45 


Franklin, 


Columbus, 




Gallia, 


Galliopolis, 


108 


Geauga, 


Clarid(m, 


157 


Greene, 


Xenia, 


57 


Guernsey, 


Cambridge, 


83 


Hamilton, 


Cincinnati, 


112 


Hancock, 


Findlay, 


114 


Hardin, 


Hardy, 


66 


Harrison, 


Cadiz, 


124 


Henry, 


Damascus, 


161 


Highland, 


Hillsboro, 


74 


Hocking, 


Logan, 


47 


Holmes, 


MiHersburghy 


80 


Huron, 


Norwalk, 


113 


Jadcson, 


Jackson, C. H. 


74 


Jefierson, 


Steubenville, 


149 


Knox^ 


Mount Vernon,. 


45 


LawrencCy 


Burlington, 


135 


Licking, 


Newark, 


34 


Logan, 


Belleibntaine, 


62 


Lorain, 


ElyBia, 


130 


Madison, 


London/ 


27 


Marion, 


Marion, 


47 


Medina, 


Medina, C. H. 


111 


Meigs, 


Chester, 


94 


Mercer 


Saint Mary^, 


111 


Miami, 


Troy, 


78 


Monroe, 


Woodsfield, 


140 


Montgomery, 


Dayton, 


66 


Morgan, 


McConnelsville, 


70 


Muskingum, 


Zanesville, 


TiO 


Paulding, 






Perry, 


Somerset, 


46 


Pickaway, 


Circleville, 


26 


Pike, 


Piketon, 


65 


Portage, 


Ravenna, 


127 


Preble, 


Eaton, 


inj 


Putnam, 


Sugar Grove, 


14S 


Richland, 


Mansfield, 


71 


Ross, 


Chillicothe, 


45 


Sandusky, 


Lower Sandusky, 


103 
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SciotOy Portsmouth, 91 ' 

Seneca, Tiffin, 85 

Shelby, Sidney, 86 

Stark, Canton, 116 

Trumbull, Warren, 157 

Tuscarawas, New Philadelphia, 107 

Union, Marysville, 37 

Van Wert, Willshire, 146 

Warren, Lebanon, 83 

Washington, Marietta, 106 

Wayne, Wooster, 86 

Williams, Defiance, 175 

Wood, Perrysburgh, 135 

The census of 1830, gives the population of this state as follows: 
whites, 928,093. Other persons^ 9,586. Total, 937,679. 

Face of ike country. There is, probably, no where in the world a body 
of land, of the same extent, of which a greater proportion is susceptible 
of cultivation. It may be ccMisidered a surface of table land, sloping in 
one direction towards the Ohio, and in the other, towards Lake Erie. The 
northern belt has great tracts of wet and marshy soil. They are, however, 
excellent, and in positions that render them easy to be drained. They 
are covered with forests, and when cleared, and drained, will not make 
the least valuable parts of the state. There are extensive bodies of lands 
heavily timbered in a state of nature^ which are as level as prairies. The 
most fertile part of the state is between the two Miamies. On the upper 
courses of the Miamies, Muskingum and Scioto, are rich and extensive 
prairies, divided into wet and dry prairies, of which the latter cmly are at 
present susceptible of cultivation. The forest trees are the same as in 
Kentucky and Indiana, except, that the peccan tree, which is common <m 
the voters of the Wabash, is not often found here. The forests are deep, but 
in the richest soils, the trees are rather distinguishable for their straight- 
ness, than their size.. A considerable part of the eastern and south 
eastern divisions is hilly; in' some places rising into fine cultivable 
swells; and in other places into hills, too broken and precipitous to admit 
cultivation. The most marshy parts are found on the table lands, the 
inghest in the state. But nine-tenths of the surface are suscep- 
tible of cultivation, and are already, or are rapidly becoming a thickly 
settled country of moderate sized freeholds. One remark may convey a 
general idea of the forest. It is, as in Indiana and Illinois, composed 
almost entirely of deciduous trees, with few evergreens, or terebinthine 
trees, if we except some few cypress trees. On its whole wide surfiice, 
is scarcely any land so hilly, sterile, or marshy, as, with moderate labor, 
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may not be subdued, drained and cultivated. The whole region seems to 
have invited a hardy and numerous body of freeholders to select themselves 
moderate, and nearly equal sized farms, and to intersperse them over its 
surface. In respect to the smallness of the farms, the number, equality, 
and compactness of the population, not confined, as farther west, to 
the water courses, but diffused over the whole state, it compares very 
accurately with New England. 

To an eye that could contemplate the whole region from an elevated 
point, it would even yet exhibit a great proportion of unbroken forest, 
only here and there chequered with farms. Yet in the county 
towns, and better settled districts, any spectacle, that collects the multi- 
tude, a training, an ordination, an ehction, or the commencement of any 
great public work, causes a rush from the woods and the forests, which, 
like the tenanted trees of the poets in the olden time, seem to have given 
birth for the occasion to crowds of men, women and children, pouring 
towards the point of attraction. There are vast tracts of country that 
are actually alluvial, and in fact the greater part has an alluvial aspect, as 
though it had not long since emerged from the waters. 

It has been asserted, and commonly believed, that springs dry up, and 
fail, as a new country becomes settled. 

Many of the oldest and most intelligent settlers, resolutely deny the 
assertion, and affirm the direct contrary; declaring, that the streams in 
general are more flush in the cleared and settled country, than they were 
when it was an unbroken forest. In*proof, they point out many streams, 
which then became dry in summer, and now yield sufficient water to turn 
mills, through the season. This is one of those disputable, points which 
is apt to be settled differently according to the experience and opinions of 
the party. It certainly involves one of the most interesting questions in 
relation to the influence of cultivation upon climate, a question which 
ought to have been more elucidated by the settling of the western country, 
than any other; but which has hitherto been discussed in a desultory and 
unsatisfying manner. Forests are supposed to condense vapors, and 
attract clouds. Clearing them away gives more free scope to the winds, 
and tends to equalize atmospheric action. Cultivation renders the 
surface of the soil more compact, and retentive of moisture; and we 
incline to the opinion, that the western streams are fuller and more 
lasting, since the cutting down of the forests, and that the Ohio and 
Mississippi carry more water, than formerly. But the experience of 
almost every old settler warrants the fact, that innumerable springs have 
failed since the cutting down of the forests, that shaded the hills, whence 
they sprung. This partial result may, however, be more than counter- 
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balanced by a general change in atmospheric action, consequent upon 
opening vast surfaces of the forest to the influence of the sun and air. 

The forest of this state is generally deep and heavy. The prevalent 
kinds of trees are, the different species of oak, white, red and black, burr 
and overcupj three or four species of ash, white, blue and black; yellow 
and white poplar; all the different species of hickories, especially black 
and white walnut ; three species of elm, hackberry, buck-eye, linn, and 
coffee tree. White maple is common, and sugar maple of great beauty, 
almost universal. Beech, however, is the most common timber. The 
undergrowth is spicebush, dogwood, iron wood, horn beam, black haw, 
pawpaw, diffeient species of thorn, and wild plum. 

Unimproved land rates from two to eight dollars per acre, according 
to situation and quality; improved land, from five to twenty dollars, 
according to the improvement, situation and quality. 
Agricultural productions. Every production comoKm to the climate 
• is raised here in great abundance. Without having the appearance of be- 
ing as rich, as the lands in some parts of Illinois and Missouri, the soil, in 
this part of the Mississippi valley, is found by experiment to be remarka- 
bly productive. To be able to judge of tlie extent and power of vegeta- 
tion, one must reside in the state through the summer, and observe with 
what luxuriance and rapidity the vegetable creation is pushed on, how 
rapidly the vines, grain, and fruits grow, and what a depth of verdure the 
forest assiunes. Indian com is the staple of the grains, and is no where 
raised more easily, or in greater abundance. On rich alluvial soils 110 
bushels have been produced from an acre; though fifty may be consider- 
ed an average crop. The state generally has a fine soil for wheat Rye, 
barley, oats, spelts, buckwheat, and all the grains are raised in great 
abundance and perfection. Melons, squashes, pumpkins, the pulses, gar- 
den vegetables, both bulbous and tap rooted, as potatoes, onions, beets, car- 
rots, parsnips, and generally garden and culinary vegetables are raised in 
great perfection. The soil, being more stiff, clayey, and fitted to retain 
moisture, than the soils farther west, makes the best gardens. We have 
no where seen so fine asparagus in the west, as in the markets of this 
state. Fruits of all kinds are raised in the greatest profusion; and apples 
are as plenty in the cultivated parts of the state, as in any part of the 
Atlantic country. The markets are amply supplied with pears, peaches^ 
plums, cherries, gooseberries, strawberries, and cultivated^ grapes. In a 
few years this state will take place of any in the Union, in the abundance 
and excellence of its fruits of all kinds. From the fulness and richness 
of the clusters of cultivated grapes, it is clear, that this ought to be a 
country of vineyards. The Germans have already made a few establish- 
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ineofB of the kind, with entire success. Apricots, nectarines, and quinces^ 
succeed; and this state is the appropriate empire of Pomona. Re^ 
cently, tobacco has been added to the articles cultivated. The quality 
and flavor are such as to warrant the expectation, that it will shortly be a 
principal article of export. Yellow tobacco, which bears a price so much 
higher, than any other kind, has been found to prosper remarkably. Hemp 
is an article of cultivation in some parts of the state. Agricultural im- 
provement, however, proceeds with slow pace. The people, generally, 
are not at all given to experiment; and continue to farm in the old and 
beaten routine. No part of the western country calls more imperiously 
for agricultural improvement; for this state begins to be thickly settled, 
and naturally to invite efforts to improve the cultivation. Intelligent and 
patriotic men are making great exertions to introduce the cultivation of 
the vine, and mulberry ; that wine and silk may be added to the articles of 
production. These states, that are so far from a foreign market, and 
whose bulky articles are so expensive in transportation, ought to use eve- 
ry exertion to introduce a cultivation, that would have more value in a 
smaller compass. Besides trees, shrubs, and vines, this state produces a 
great abundance of indigenous productions, that are useful in medicine. 
We may mention actea racemoaa^ squaw root, Virginia snake root, In- 
dian turnip, ginseng, which is dug in considerable quantities, as an arti- 
cle of commerce, Colombo, lobelia, valerian, blood root, or ^anguxnaria 
canadensisj and various other herbaceous medicinal plants. 

Rhers. Under this bead we shall describe the noble and beautiful 
river, that gives name to the state. If the Mississippi has more grandeur, 
the Ohio has clearly more beauty. If the Mississippi rolls along its angry 
and sweeping waters with more majesty, the Ohio far exceeds it in its calm, 
unbroken course, which seldom endangers the boats on its bosom, except 
there be mismanagement, or storms. No river in the world rolls for the 
same distance such an uniform, smooth and peaceful current. Its bluffii 
and bottoms have a singular configuration of amenity, or grandeur. 
Sometimes lofly blufii, 500 feet in height, impend the river and cast their 
grand shadows into the transparent waters. On the other side are fine 
bottoms, generaUy above the overflow, and covered with beautiful forest 
trees, among which rises the venerable sycamore, the king of the forests; 
and tiirows its white arms over the other trees. Whoever has descended 
diis noble river in spring, when its banks are fall, and the beautiful red 
bud, and cornus Floridaj deck the dechvities of the blufls, and are seen 
at interval^ in the bottoms; or in the autumn, ^en the leaves are all 
turning yeflow, will readily allow theq;^>ropriAteneas of the French ] 
' U belle riviere.' 
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It is a river formed by tbe junction of the Alleghany and Monongahela 
at Pittsburgh. The highest sources of the Alleghany river, are in Potter 
county, Pennsylvania, twelve miles to the eastward of Coudersport, where 
they mterlock with the head waters of Genessee river, and the east and 
west branches of the Susquehannah. From Coudersport it holds a north- 
westwardly course twenty miles, during which it is augmented by several 
streams, and then enters the state of New York. Three miles above the 
New York line, it receives Orway Creek, a considerable stream from the 
east, and five miles farther, Oil Creek from the north; and then passes the 
settlement of Hamilton. It thence holds a west course fifteen miles, and 
receives the Tunuanguanta Creek from the south. Here it bends to the 
north seven miles, and receives Greatvalley Creek from the north. It 
thence bends to the southwest, and after a course of twenty-five miles^ 
passes again into the state of Pennsylvania, and winding southwest re- 
ceives the Connewongo from the north, at the town of Wanen. It thence 
holds a west course seven miles, and receives the waters of Brokenstiaw 
Creek, from the west. It thence curves southwest thirty miles, and re- 
ceives the Teonista, from the east Twenty miles farther west, it receives 
Oil Creek from the north; and seven miles farther French Creek, from the 
north west. By this stream it has a communication with Lake Erie. It 
now assumes a south-east course, and thirty miles farther receives the 
waters of Toby^'s Creek, an important stream, which extends 100 miles 
into the interior of Pennsylvania. Retaining the same course thirty miles, 
it receives Red Bank and Mahoning Creeks. Passing Kittanning and 
Crooked Creek, twenty-four miles farther, it receives the waters of the 
Kiskirainitas. 

This river is formed by the junction of the Conemaughand Loyalbanoa 
Rivers, which rise near the Alleghany mountains, 100 mileff distant* 
Below this point the Alleghany continues a south-west course, about 
thirty-five miles, and reaches Pittsburgh, where it unites with tlie 
Monongahela. The former river, though it has not aTolume apparently 
wider than the other, is by far the most important tributary of the Ohio. 
It has a swift sweeping and rapid current; and often a rooky bottom^ 
whence huge rocks rise to the surface of the water. When it is full in 
the spring, flat and keel boats descend it rapidly, and vrithout danger. 
It has been navigated by steam boats; but is one of the mpst dfficult 
currents to stem, which that kind of boats has yet attempted to vanquish. 

Monongahela River, tbe other important branch of tbe Ohio, rises in 
Virginia, seventy miles north-west of Morgantown. Twelve miles north 
of Morgantown, it passes into Pennsylvania; and a few miles fiurther 
receives the waters of Cheat River ftom the east. Seventy miles farther 
it receives the waters of the Youghiogeny River, or as it is oommonly 
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called the Yough, the most important branch of the Monongahela, 
rising near the upper waters of the Potomac, separated only by a spur of 
the mountains. From the western declivity of these mountains, both 
this and the main river receive a great accession of mountain streams. 
The united stream Ims now become broad and majestic. It flows in a 
north-west course to Pittsburgh, and where it unites with the Alleghany, 
is more than 400 yards wide. The Ohio at the junction is something 
more than 600 yards wide, and immediately assumes that broad, placid 
and beautiful aspect, which it maintains to its junction with the Mississip- 
pi. The Monongahela traverses a rich and well settled country, noted 
for its whiskey, flour, iron and manufactures. The banks are often bold 
and high blufls, and in some places the country is hilly. In good stages 
of the water, it is boatable by large boats 100 miles from its mouth. 
There are few more rural, picturesqe, and delightful tracts of country in 
the United States, than that on this river. 

*The Ohio, from its commencement, aflbrds most delightful prospects. 
Rivers of romantic and beautiful character come in, almost at equal 
distances, as lateral canals. Its bottoms are of extraordinary depth and 
fertility; generally high and dry, and for the most part healthy; while the 
configuration of the country on the banks has all that grandeur, sofbiess, 
or variety, still changing and recurring in such combinations, as are 
requisite to destroy a monotonous effect. For thirty miles below Pitts- 
burgh its course is north-west. It then slowly turns to the west south-west, 
and pursues that general direction 500 miles. Thence south-west 170 
miles. Thence westward 280 miles. Thence south-west 170 miles, 
through that low and swampy country, in which it finds the Mississippi. 
Between Pittsburgh and the mouth, it isdiveraified with 100 considerable 
islands, besides a greater number of tow-heads, and sand bars, which in 
low stages of the water, greatly impede navigation. Some of these 
islands are of exquisite beauty, and afford most lovely situations for 
retired fiums. The passages between them, and the sand bars at their 
head are among the difiiculties of the navigation of this river. The order 
of the entrance of the creeks and rivers, as we descend, is as foDows: 
Chartier's Creek, 4 miles below Pittsburgh, from the south. Big Beaver, 
30 miles, from the north. Little Beaver, 42 miles below, from the north. 
Mill Greek, 43, from the south. Big Yellow Creek 54 miles, from the 
north. Crookton^s Run, 62, from the north. King's Creek, 66, from 
the south. Wills' Creek, 71, from the north. Harman's Creek, 72, from 
the south. One mile below this creek is the large and flourishing tovm of 
St^benviile. Indian Cross Creek, 75 miles, north. Virginia Cross 
Orsek, 76 miles, south. Indian Short Creek, 87 miles. Virginia Short 
Craek, oppomte ao tht south. Wheeling Creek, 96 miles, soOth. Just 
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above this creek is the commercial and important town of Wheeling. 
McMahon's Creek, south, 100 miles. Little Grave Creek, south, 108* 
Big Grave Creek, north. Fish Creek, south, 123. Fishing Creek, 
south, 137. Stony Creek, north, 162. Little Muskingum, north, 179. 
Muskingum, north, 183. At the mouth of this river is the considerable 
town of Marietta. Little Kenhawa, south, 197. Little Hockhocking, 
north, 204. Big Hockhocking, north, 210. Shade River, north, 221. 
Little Sandy, south, 227. Big Sandy, south, 231. Great Kenhawa, 
south, 283. On this large and important stream are the most extensive 
salt works in the western country. Little Guyandotte, south, 307. Big 
Guyandotte, south, 327. Great Sandy, south, 341. Little Sandy, 
south, 364. Little Scioto, north, 380. Big Scioto, north, 390. This 
is a very important river of Ohio. On its banks are extremely rich lands. 
The political metropolis, Columbus, is situated on it. A little above its 
mouth is the considerable village of Portsmouth. The great Erie Canal 
is to enter the Ohio, near the mouth of this river. The former capital of 
Ohio, Chillicothe, is also on its banks. Turkey Creek, north, 395. 
Coneconeque, south, 404. Stout's Run, north, 418. Brush Creek, 
south, 421. Sycamore Creek, south, 424. Crooked Creek, south, 444. 
Lime Stone Creek, south, 452. Just below this creek is the large and 
important town of Maysville, one of the oldest and most accustomed 
landings on the Ohio. Eagle Creek, north, 462. Straight Creek, north, 
468. Bracken Creek, south, 472. Bull Skin Creek, north, 479. Bear 
Creek, north, 488. Big Indian Creek, north, 492. Muddy Creek, north, 
503. Little Miami River, north, 516. Crawfish Creek, north, 519. 
Deer Creek, north, 523. Licking River, south, 524. This is an im- 
portant river of Kentucky, entering the Ohio between Newport and 
Covington, and opposite Cincinnati. Mill Creek, north, 526. Great 
Miami, north, 551. Laughery's Creek, north, 562. Gunpowder Creek, 
south, 575. Big Bone Lick Creek, south, 583. Kentucky River, south, 
629. Six miles abwe this, on the opposite shore, is Vevay, and the 
beautiful Swiss vineyards. Little Kentucky River, south, 628. Bear 
Grass Creek, south, 706. Just below this creek is the important and 
commercial town of Louisville, and the only considerable impediment in 
the navigation of the Oliio from its commencement to its mouth. This 
impediment is a ledge of rocks, extending across the Ohio, constituting a 
considerable extent of rapids, called *the Falls of Ohio.' A canal round 
these falls, orf the Kentucky side of the river, a work of immense mag- 
nitude and utility, is completed. Salt River, south , 730. Falling Spring, 
south, 751. Indian, or Wyandot Creek, north, 775. Big Blue River, 
north, 792. Hardin's Creek, south, 818. Anderson's River, north, 851. 
Blackford Creek, south, 864. Green River, south, 925. This is an im- 
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portant river of Kentucky. Pigeon Creek, north, 935. Highland Creek, 
south, 993. Wabash, north, 1,003. This b a large, beautiful, and 
important river of Indiana. Saline River, north, 1,021. Not far above 
this creek is Shawneetown, a considerable village of Dlinois. Great 
quantities of salt are manufactured on this creek. Grand Pierre Creek, 
north, 1,049. Cumberland River, south, 1,071. This is a very import- 
ant river of Tennessee and Kentucky, Tennessee, south, 1,084. This 
is by far the largest, and most important tributary of the Ohio. It waters 
considerable extents of Alabama, Tenffessee and Kentucky. Cash River, 
north, 1,120. Mouth of the Ohio, 1,132. 

It should be observed, that the distances, as noted by the present steam 
boat navigators, make the whole distance from Pitt^urgh to the mouth, 
fall short of 1,000 wiles. It is true, the distances have seemed much 
shorter, since they have been measured by the rapid course of the steam 
boats. But we apprehend, when measured by the convex side of the 
bends of the river, the former measurement will be found nearer the exact 
truth, than the latter. We may add, that we have not included in the 
above enumeration more than half the number of breaks through the 
banks of the Ohio, by the entrance of creeks. We have mentioned, 
however, the greater number of those, that preserve running water 
through the summer. Of the above, the following are important rivers, 
and all navigable, in moderate or high stages of water, by steam boats 
for considerable distances, viz: Muskingum, Great Kenhawa, Big 
Sandy, Scioto, Great Miami, Kentucky, Green, Wabash, Cumberland and 
Tennessee. The three last are important in the order of their standing. 
The Ohio at Pittsburgh is 600 yards wide. At Cincinnati, winch may 
be considered its mean width, it is not much more. Below the Cumber- 
land its average width is 1 ,000 yards. Its valley is deep, and heavily 
timbered, and has no where the slightest indication of prairie. It 
varies from two to ten miles in width. It is bounded in its whole course 
by blufls, sometimes towering sublimely from the shores of the river, and 
sometimes receding two or three miles. Beyond the immediate verge of 
the bottom is a singular line of hills, more or less precipitous, stretciiing 
from ^ve to ten miles from the banks. They are known on the Ohio by 
the familiar appellation of the 'Ohio hills.^ Diiferent estimates have been 
made of the rapidity of its current. This rapidity being continually 
varying, it would be difficult to assign any very exact estimate. It ia 
found, according to the different stages of the water, to vary between one 
and three miles. In the lowest stages of the water in the autumn, a 
floating substance would, probably, not advance a mile an hour. It is 
subject to extreme elevations and depressions. The Average range 
between high and low water, is fifty fe»t. Itt lowest stage is in Sqptem- 
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ber; and its highest in March. But it is subject to sudden and very 
considerable rises through the year. It has been known to rise twche 
feet in a night. When these sudden elevations take place, at the breaking 
up of the ice, a scene of desolation sometimes occurs; and boats and 
every thing in its course are carried away by the accumulated power of 
the ice and the water. Its average descent in a mile, is not far firom six 
inches. At Cincinnati, the surface of the river at low water, is supposed 
to be 130 feet below the level of Lake Erie; and 430 above that of the 
tide water of the Atlantic. Between Pittsburgh and the mouth, it makes 
three and a half degrees of southing in latitude. The average time of 
the suspension of its navigation by ice, is five weeks. One half of the 
remainder of the year, on an average it is navigable by large steum boats 
in its whole course. The other half it can be navigated easily only by 
steam boats of a small draft of water. Since the Louisville and Portland 
Canal has been completed, steam boats of small draft can descend at all 
times from Pittsburgh to the Mississippi. Flat and keel boats descend 
the river at all seasons; but in periods of low water with frequent ground- 
ings on the sand bars, and the necessity of often unloading to get the 
boat off. It would be difficult to decide when the Ohio has* the most 
beautiftil appearance, in the spring, when it rolls along between ftill banks, 
or in the autumn, when between the ripples it is calm and still, with broad 
and clean sand bars; or in the ripples, where its transparent waters glide 
rapidly over the pebbly and shelly bottom, showing every thing, as through 
the transparency of air. The Ohio, and all its tributaries cannot have 
less than 5,000 miles of beatable waters; and taking all circunistances 
into consideration, few rivers in the world can vie with it either in utility, 
or beauty. 

The Great Miami is the next largest and most interesting river of this 
state. It rises between 40° and 41° N. latitude, and interlocks with the 
Massissineway of the Wabash, and the St. Mary's and Au Glaize, branches 
of the Maumee, and the Scioto. It flows in a strong, but generally smooth 
and unbroken current, and has a valley of uncommon width and fertility, 
though sometimes subject to inundation. From Ae west it receives 
Loramie's Creek, which enters it 100 miles above itfl mouth ; and Still 
Water, 50 miles below, and White Water, 7 miles above its junction with 
the Ohio. Its principal eastern branch is Mad River, which rises in the 
northern part of Logan county, traversing that county and Clark, and 
the north-west comer of Green county. Its general direction is south- 
west: and the country through which it runs is singularly fertile and 
beautiftil. The length of its course is something more than 50 miles. 
It enters the Miami just above the town of Dayton, and receives its name 
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from its furious and broken current. The chief Ixanches of Mad River 
are East Fork and King's Creek. 

Little Miami rises in the south-west comer of Madison county, and in 
a south-west direction traverses Clark, Green, Warren and Hamilton 
counties; and joins the Ohio seven miles above Cincinnati, [t is not of 
much importance as a navigable stream ; but from the fertility of the lands 
on its borders, and its numerous mill seats, it is a river of great utility. 
There are nearly 50 mills on it ; some of them paper mills, and other mills of 
importance. Its principal branches are East Branch, Shawnee, Obannon, 
Turtle, Todd's Fork, Ceesar's and Massie's Creeks on the eastern side; 
and Goose and Beaver Creek on the west. An hundred miles finom its 
mouth, it has singular rapids, where the river in no great distance falb 
200 feet. The stream is here compressed to ten yards in width. The 
country between the Great and Little Miami is generally finely watered, 
healthy, pleasant and fertile; and may be considered the garden of the 
state. Its commercial intercourse is with Cincinnati. 

In advancing towards the east from the Little Miami, we cross Big 
Indian Creek, White Oak, Straight, Eagle, Bull Skin, Brush, and Turkey 
Creeks. The Scioto is a considerable river of the Ohio; and has its 
whole course in this state. It rises in a morass north of Logan county. 
Its general direction is south-east, and its whole course little short of 200 
miles. It enters the Ohio by a mouth 150 yards wide, and is navigable, 
in good stages of the water, 130 mDes. Its principal branches are Whet- 
stone, Big Walnut, Lower Walnut, and Salt Creeks, from the east, and 
Paint, Deer, Darby, Mill and Baker's Creeks, from the west. Not far 
above Columbus, on the bank, is an inexhaustible quarry of free stone, or 
marble, of a beautiful grayish color. There are rich and beautiful prai- 
ries on this river; and its valley is uncommonly wide and fertile. When 
it was first settled it proved to be extremely sickly. In the progress of 
cultivation that character has passed away; and the Scioto country is now 
among the most fertile, eligible, and pleasant parts of the state. Colum- 
bus, the political capital of the state, and Chilhcothe, whicli was until 
recently so, are on this river; and there are many pleasant villages, and 
much well settled country on it and its waters. 

The country between the Scioto and the Muskingum is watered by the 
Great Hockhocking and its waters. It enters the Ohio 150 miles above 
the mouth of the Scioto, and is navigable for boats to Athens, 40 miles 
from its mouth. It has a deep and still, but narrow channel. Near its 
source, 7 miles north of Lancaster, is a romantic cascade of 40 feet 
perpendicular. It has a number of mills erected on it. Its chief tribu-* 
taries are Rush, Sunday, Monday, Margaret's and Federal Creeks. 
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The Muakingum rises near the sources of die Cuyahoga of lake Erie 
in the southern part of Connecticut Reserve. Its course is remarkably 
sinuous; but its general direction is southwardly. It traverses Stark, 
Tuscarawas, Coshocton, Muskingum, Morgan and Washington counties, 
and enters the Ohio at Marietta, by a mouth 250 yards wide. It is 
boatable, in good stages of the water, to Coshocton, 100 miles by the 
course of the river. Small crafts ascend it to a portage of one mile to 
the boatable waters of Cuyahoiga of lake Erie. There are considerable 
falls in the river at 2kLnesville, which afford sites for many mill seats. 
Some parts of the course of the Muskingum are through a hilly oountiy. 
The principal branches are Licking, While Woman's, Willis', Wdf, Coal, 
Olive, Green, Meigs, Salt, Jonathan, Wakatomka, Still Water, Sugar, 
Coneter, Nimishillen, and Indian Creeks. Above Coshocton the river 
itself is generaUy called Tuscarawas. In the intervals of the precipitous 
country along this river, the lands are fine; and the country is remarkable 
for health. 

Several considerable creeks enter the Ohio, between the Muskingum 
and the Pennsylvania line, such as Pawpaw, Little Muskingum, Indian, 
Wheeling, Captina, Stony, and Sunfish. These are the principal rivers 
that enter the Ohio and its waters. But the table lands of this state have 
a general inclmation either to the Ohio, or to lake Erie; and a number 
of considerable riv^s run from the northern belt of this table land into 
iake Erie. The principal of these is the Maumee. 

The Maumee rises in the north-eastern angle of the state bf Indiana; 
and flows in a north-eastern direction across the north-western borders of 
the state of Ohio into the western extremity of lake Erie. It is navigable 
33 miles from its mouth. The navigation is there obstructed by shoals 
and rapids. It' is a broad, deep stream, with an average width flt>m 150 to 
200 yards, and is formed by the confluence of the St. Joseph's, St. Mary's 
and the Great and Little Au Glaize. This important river has a courM 
of 100 miles. Fort Meigs, a fortification of much note in the late war, 
it on this river. It has a valuable fishery, and its banks, in the season <ii 
▼egetation, are remarkable for the luxuriance of their verdure. The St. 
Joseph's of this river heads in Indiana, is a considerable stream, and 
boatable 50 miles. The St. Mary's, another of its branches, has a long 
Gonrse of boatable navigation. The-Au Glaize is a considerable stream, 
ttat passes tbtnigh the Indian country, and fidls into the Maumee at 
Fort Winchester, 50 miles below Fort Wayne. Touissaint River otters 
the lake 20 miles east of the Maumee. It may rather be considered an 
arm of the lake than a river. It rises in the prairie, has no percefkiUe 
^rrent, and is choked with wild rice, aquatic plants, and grass. In 
^tttuner it abounds with wild fowls. Otters and muskrats are trapped 
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in grett nuroben by the Indians on it. Portage isan inoonsiderable mer 
beadiDg not hx from Urbana. Like moat of the riTers, that rise in these 
level landa, and fall into the lake, it has very little current, and is 150 
yards wide at its mouth. 

The Sandusky rises in the western limits of Richland county, and 
nms in a general north-west direction, 90 miles to the lake. It is more 
rapid than the other lake streams; but yet affords good naTigation. Its 
chief iHnnches are Tyemochtee, Honey, and Wolf Cieeks. Between 
this river and the Scioto, is a portage of only four miles. It has been 
proposed to canal this portage. . There are fine bodies of land on the 
banks of this stream. Huron falls into the lake by a mouth 50 yards 
wide . Its comparative course is 30 miles. Rocky River is a stream of 
considerable importance. The lands on its banks are fine, and it has a 
rich and thriving settlement 

Cuyahoga rises in the central parts of Geauga county, and passes 
through Portage and Cuyafioga counties, entering the lake at Cleaveland. 
Its whole course is 60 miles, greater part of which distance it is boatable. 
Above where it is boatable it has valuable mill seats. Cleaveland, which 
has become a place of importance, is at its mouth. 

Chagrin, Grand, Ashtabula, and Coneaught are considerable streams, 
that rise near the lake, run northwardly, and fall into it. Ohio is tlie 
country of hills and vales, delightfully irrigated with ^rings, brooks, and 
rivers of every class and size. There are noore than an hundred streams 
not here enumerated, which, for seven months in the year, carry a consid- 
erable mass of waters. A remark, applicable to the whole western coun- 
try, applies to this state, that a great number of considerable streams 
during the winter months, disappear before the evaporating ardors of the 
summer's sun. 

MineraUy and Mineral Springs. In the eastern and north-eastern 
divisions of this state, on the Muskingum, Hockhocking and Scioto, min- 
eral c«>al abounds, and it has an extensive and rich coal region. It is in the 
greatest abundance, and of the best quality. It so happens, that in the 
same region are found the greatest bodies of iron ore. Nature seems to 
have furnished the industrious people of this state with every possible 
ftcility for important and staple manufactures. Limestone, marble, and 
free stone, in strata easy to quarry, near the surface, and ad^nirably adapt- 
ed to building and public works, abound. The useful earths and foiisils 
are in abundance. Specimens of gypsum are procured from Sandusky 
bay. Salt springs are common. In some the water contains almost as 
much salt as that of the sea. The most important manufactures of this 
article are in Muskingum, Morgan, Jackson, and Gallia oountied. Neariy 
hal a million bushels are manufactured in the state. Those springs 
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whose waters are drunk as medicinal, are most of them more or less im- 
pregnated with muriate of soda. 

The Yellow Spring?, the most accustomed watering place^ after Har 
rodsburgh Springs, in the western country, are situated near the falls of 
the Miami, 63 miles from Cincinnati, and 18 from Dayton, intermediate 
between the pretty towns of Xenia and Springfield, and on the height of 
the tahle land of the state. The elevated position, the grand and roman- 
tic scenery, and the cool and salubrious air probably contribute as much 
to the restoration of invalids, as the waters, which are, however, strongly 
charged with iron in solution. The hotel displays a front with a coUon- 
ade of 200 feet, with a number of beautiful cottages parallel with the 
main building. The clearing is cut out of the solid mass of forest, leaving 
trees and openings, as beauty of scenery and shade require. From this 
elevation, and these sumptuous erections of art, the eye sweeps the an- 
cient forests, over Indiana, towards the Ohio and the lakes, anested only 
by the horizon. The falls of the Little Miami, Pompey^s Pillar, the Blue 
Hole, and many other romantic spectacles in this region of grand and 
mountain scenery impart to this watering place all the charms that the 
lover of nature would require; and heighten the contrast of the luxury of 
the accommodations provided for visitants. Lovers of the picturesque 
affirm, that neither the Bedford Springs of Pennsylvania, nor the watering 
places of the mountains of Virginia, surpass this place in grandeur, or 
equal it in amenity of prospect. 

Climate, Climate here remarkably corresponds to latitude. Othejr 
elements, that operate upon the result are elevation and proximity to 
waters, or distance from them. Th^ climate, for instance, along the 
immediate valley of the Ohio is more equabh and temperate, than jui the 
middle and table lands of the state; and the difference greater, than can 
be attributed merely to difference of latitude. The central parts of the 
state are in the same latitude with Philadelphia. The mean temperature 
of the year at Philadelphia was found to be 53^. In the same year the 
mean temperature of Ohio was 55*^. As we recede from the Ohio the 
temperature diminishes in a greater ratio than that of the latitude. The 
prevalent and warm winds are those that blow from the gulf, and up the 
valley of the Mississippi. The cold breezes come charged with the cold 
of Canada and the lakes. In that part of the state that slopes to the 
south, the snow neither falls deep, nor lies long. But in Connecticut 
Reserve, and in the points that slope towards the lakes, they have deep 
and durable snows; and sleighing and sledding are practicable a consid- 
erable length of time. It is a great inconvenience in this climate, that 
during the winter months the transitions from warm to cold, and the re- 
verse are frequent and violent. Thaws and frosts are the result, and the 
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•oil, being deep and dayej, the tmT^Ung is nniddj and ancom&rtable. 
The winters are sometimes considerably seTeie, and the Ohio has been 
crossed at Cinciniiati finr nine weeks. Qft^itiroes they aremildy and can 
scarcely be said to be more than a prolongation of antunm and springs 
Winter seldom commences in severity mitil Chnstmas, and its severity is 
generally mitigated early in February. VegetatMHi, wiiacb is the moe( 
certain and accurate thermometer, indicates a temperature of groater 
mildness in the season, than in the ovresponding latitudes in the AHantic* 
The heat of the summer in the Ohio Talley is uniformly oppressrve, but 
does not commence early, nor continue late in the season. The heat of 
summer abates as early in the autumn, as in the more northern latitudes 
in the Atlantic country. The autunms are almost uniformly ieaxpenie,, 
dry, and beautiful ; and nothing can exceed them for heakh and pleasant- 
ness. No where in the world is the grand autumnal painting of the 
forests in the decay of vegetation^ seen in more beauty than in the beecb 
forests of Ohio. The richness of thefiuling o^urs, and theeffisctof the 
mingling hues, baffles all description. A great farming community like 
that of C^o, could scarcely desire a better climate for themselves, th^ 
cattle and stock of all kinds; or one, in which a man can work abroad 
with comfort a greater number of days in the year. 

AsiiiquiHes. We have space to add but little upon this subject Tlie 
most remarkable are at Worthington, Granville, Athens, Marietta, Galli- 
opolis. Paint Creek, Circleville^ and on the Little Miami. The domestic 
utensils, pottery, vases and trinkets of the inhabitants, who, probably^ 
reared them, are found in and about the mounds. The instruments of 
their war&re are discovered, too, and give clear indications that th^ cul- 
tivated the horrid art of shedding human blood. Most of the human 
bones, which are dug in great quantities from the mounds, moulder on 
exposure to the air. The skulls in most instances remain, and great 
numbers are shown in the museums. They evidence a surprising variety 
in the retreat of the facial angle of the skuHs. It is affirmed, that marks 
of iron tools are found upon the wood dug up from considerable depths^ 
below the surface of the prairies. A sword is preserved, as a curiosity, 
which is said to have been enclosed in the wood of the roots of a tree 
which could not have been less than 500 years old. We have not seexk 
this sword ; but we have seen a diminutive iron horse ^oe, dug up at a 
depth of 25 feet below the surface, in graduating the street near the 
mansion of Judge Burnet, in Cincinnati. It Was smaller than the kind 
of shoe, required for the smallest kind of asses. A number of the nails 
were in it, and the erosion by rust was such as might be expected to 
result from the oxidation of 500 3rears, Many of the mounds are com- 
posed of difierent earths from that, which is found in their vicinity. It 
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is the roost inexplicable of all the mysterious circumstances connected 
with these mounds, that the material of these immense structures, some of 
idiich would require the labor of a thousand men for some time in the 
section, should have been brought from a distance. There is no conceiv- 
able motive why the earth, on which the nK>unds rest, should not have 
subserved all purposes, that we can imagine the builders to have had in 
view. We know with what scrupulous care the Jews throw a little of 
the earth of the holy land into the graves of their friends. Possibly this 
transfer of earth for the mounds, from a distance, may have reference to 
affecting remembrances, like those of the Jews. We have elsewhere 
described the most remarkable mounds at Circleville. Engravings of its 
form may be seen in books, that treat professedly upon this subject 

PapulaHon, By the census of 1820 there were 130,460 men, over 18 
years, capable of bearing arms. At the same time 110,991 persons were 
engaged in agriculture; 18,956 in manufactures, and 1,459 in commerce 
or merchandize. There were 3,495 foreigners, not naturalized. No 
colony in history has ever shown a greater natural increase in population. 
No country can show a greater number of young children, in proportion 
to the whole number of the inhalntants. Among the obvious causes of 
this great increase may be mentioned the circumstance of there being 
no slavery allowed in Ohio. The climate is, unquestionably, healthy. 
The state is divided into modemtely sized freeholds. Most of the people 
are engaged in die healthy and vigorous pursuits of agriculture. The 
soil yields, in the greatest profusion, all that is necessary for healthy and 
comfortable subsistence. Whatever be the cause, the multitudes of 
chUdren, that are seen about the farm houses in the country, and that fill 
the streets of the villages and towns, do not fail to excite the remark of 
every passing traveller. 

Religion. In our table of religious denominations, see appendix, we 
have given general views of the comparative numbers of the difierent 
religious denominations. There are numbers of all the known existing 
sects. But the Presbyterians and Methodists are the prevalent denomin. 
ations. The Shakers and Tunkers have establishments in this 
state. German Lutherans exist in considerable numbers. Most people 
are desirous of being thought to belong to some religious denomination* 
It is affirmed by a gentleman, well known for his researches into the anti' 
quities of this state, that there is a greater number of professors of 
fCligion, in proportion to the whole number of the people, than in any 
state in the Union. There are a vast number of religious societies; but 
there is not a great number, that have regularly established pastors. 
The custom of itenerating preaching, as a supply, is very prevalent. The 
peojde are generally a quiet, orderly, peaceable, moral and industrious 
race. Suicide, excesses, murders in afiray, and instances of deliberate 
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and atrocious cnidty, are rare; and the general moral character of thtf 
people is highly respectable. 

In a country so fresh, much taste for embellishment or improvement in 
the fine arts, cannot be reasonably expected. From New England and 
New Jersey this state inherits a passion for sacred music; and societies 
for the promotion of this delightful science are common. A vast numb^ 
of Neiiv England music masters find annual employment in their vocation. 
There appears, also, to be a general taste for instrumental music; as is 
manifested in seeing in great numbers of the farm houses and cabins, 
rude harps and other home manufactured instruments of music In 
passing the detached dwellings of the Ohio farmers in the winter evenings^ 
we generally hear the interior cheered with some kind of music. A taste 
for ornament, and those arts, which embellish society and existence, is 
evidently increasing. On anniversaries, the peof^e are addicted to show, 
parade and splendor. There is a fondness for a large and stately house. 
Gardening is studied in many places; and Cincinnati shows a number of 
gardens, that will vie with almost any in the United States. An idea of 
tlie means of diffusing in£>rmation may be gathered from the fact, thai 
more than 80 newspapers are printed in the state, and that it has 504 
post offices. 

TVade and Manufactures. This state, more populous than any other 
in the West, and possessing, in many respects manufacturing capabilities, 
has taken precedence of all the rest in manufactures. Cotton yam, cloth 
and woollen goods, are already manufactured to a considerable extent* 
Cincinnati contains a great mass of intelligent and enterprising manu- 
facturers. Steubenville, Zanesville, Chillicothe, Dayton, and many other 
of the young and rising towns are commencing manu^tures with great 
spirit. In 1810, the manufactures of the state amounted to nearly two 
millions of dollars. At present they must amount to triple that sum. 
From a single township 175 tons of cheese worth 20,000 ddlars ¥ra8 
exported in one year. The whole amount of taxable property is rated 
at sixty-two million dollars. 

Colleges and Seminaries. In a laudable zeal to advance science and 
education, it is a question, if this and the other western states have not 
been too fond of multiplying colleges, or small institutions so called, 
built upon principles naturally tending to rouse a spirit of unworthy ^nu- 
latk)n, to the neglect of respectable common schools, efficient higb 
schools, and one or two universities with endowments, library, apparatus 
and professorships to furnish to the means of a finished classical educa- 
tion, yet a desideratum in the western country. While the most enlight- 
ened nations in Europe are content with three or four univeFsitieSy we 
have at least 50 colleges in the western country. 
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Ohio, preceding all her eister states in the manifestation of an enlight- 
ened zeal to advance education, has not heen behind them in chartering 
colleges. 

Miami university is situated in Oxford, near the western extremity of 
Ohio, and 40 miles north-west from Cincinnati. It has an academical 
department and a preparatory school. It has one spacious building, and 
others appropriated to boarders, a competent number of professors, and 
about 80 students in all the departments. The position is healthy, and 
tuition cheap. It has consequently became a considerable resort of 
students from other states. The annual income of its funds is about 
2,500 dollars. 

Ohio university at Athens has respectable endowments and buildings 
and ordinarily a number of students not much inferior to that of the 
Miami institution. Its endowments consist of two townships of land. 

Kenyon college at Gambier, an episcopal institution, has arisen in the 
midst of what was recently a orest in the central parts of the state It 
has one magnificent building, and others of less magnitude with ample 
funds and endowments, amounting to 50,000 dollars and 140 students. 

The Western Reserve college at Hudson has been recently established 
in the north-eastern division of the state. Connected with it is an 
academy, in which are 30 students. The manual labor plan is in exper- 
iment here. 

Franklin college at New Athens is in successful operation. A conmM>- 
dious building sufficient to accommodate 140 students has just been 
completed. 

The Worthington Reformed Medical College at Worthington has 
a considerable number of medical students. Two rival medical 
colleges at Cincinnati have recently been merged in one, which has one 
spacious building, and another of equal beauty and extent erecting. In 
buildings, library, apparatus and professorships it is highly respectable, 
and has had on an average 100 medical students. 

The Lane Theological seminary has recently been organized, two miles 
distant from Cincinnati. It is under the care of the Presbyterian churchy 
and has been endowed with funds estimated at 30,000 dollars. The 
position is healthy and delightful, and the number of the students in- 
creasing. 

There are 15 or 20 academies, and as each session of the legislature 
incorporates new ones, we cannot be precise in imparting information 
upon this subject. An academical institute of some celebrity exists at 
Marietta. An academy, not long since incorporated at Uibana, has a 
large number of pupils. There are academies at Barton, New Liflb<m, 
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Steubenville, Cadiz, Union, Galliopolis, Chillicothe, and Dayton. A 
Tery respectable High Sdiool has recently been organized at Cincinnati. 

The first introduction of the New England system of common schools 
in the western country was in Ohio, and dates in 1825. By different 
amendatory enactments it has acquired a degree of form and consistency, 
and the thoughts and usages of the people are growing to a gradual 
adaptation to it. The example, it is hoped, will be followed by the other 
western states and the foundation laid for unspeakable blesangs to the 
generations to come. By this act the trustees of every incorporated 
township are required to divide it into a suitable number of school districtsy 
the prudential concerns of which are to be managed by three schod 
directors, a clerk and treasurer. The funds for this vast system arise 
from various sources besides the easy tax of one mill upon a dollar, 
constituting a large and growing revenue. It was at first found discord- 
ant with the habits and likings of portions of the population. This 
odium of prejudice is wearing away, and the system is going into efficient 
and noiseless operation. In Cincinnati alone it has provided instruction 
for 3,000 children, in well organized schools, many of whom, but for this 
provision, would probably have grown into life without a commcm school 
education. A general interest in literature is making visible progress in 
this great state. 

An asylum for the deaf and dumb has been established at Columbus, 
which promises much to that sufienng class of the population. 

Chief Touma, This state possesses over 100 considerable villages. 
Of many we have space but for little more than the names. 

Cincinnati, the chief town of this state, and next to New Orleans of 
the western country, is situated on the north shore of the Ohio, nearly in 
the south-west angle of the state. Its position is a beautiful vale 12 
miles in circumference, created by an elliptical sweep of Ohio hills. 
Those of them, that have not been laid bare by the unsparing axe, are 
beautifully wooded to their summits; and by the swell and indentation 
of their waving outline present the most grace^l and charming forms. 
From the sunmiit of any of these hills, the town spreads a panoramic map 
of exquisite painting. The eye traces every street, with its smokes, 
fixtures and moving life, from which all the roughness of inception, soAened 
by distance, disappears. The noble establishments, the handsome 
mansions, the extending masses of buildings, the numerous manu&ctures 
propelling their columns of black smoke aloft, the boat yards, the bustling 
inhabitants with the hundred teams and drays, the Ohio winding along 
the southern limit, and itself enlivened by passing crafts, and statdy 
steam boats, rounding to the shore, or departing from it, the villages 
of Newport and Covington with their showy houses and manufactures 
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t>h the Kentucky bank of the Ohio, taken together, offer such a picture 
t>f beauty, wealthy progress and fresh advance, as few landscapes in any 
tountry can surpass. Its first settlement was in 1769, but it was not 
until 1808, that a considerable part of the present town plot that surrounded 
Fort WashhigtoB, and belonged to the government, was sold in lots. 

A more elegible position for a town can scarcely be imagined. The 
chief area consists of two parallel plains, tlie one elevated 60 feet above 
the other, and descending to it by a gentle and graduated slope, affording 
admirable facilities for washing the town by every considerable irain, and 
sloping it to the eye in the graceful fortn of an amphitheatre, and at the 
same time furnishing it with every pleasing variety of site for building. 
One of the chief beauties of this city is obvious to every eye, which, 
bdWever, we have not &een recorded. The streets crossing each other at 
right angles, and being straight and uninterrupted^ present vistas bounded 
by the wooded acclivities of the surrounding hills. By a well known 
optical illusion, these swelling hill-sides, seen through a vista, narrowing in 
apparent width, in proportion to its distance from the eye, fill the angle 
of vision, and preclude the perception of any distance between the termi- 
nation of the street and the conrnienceroeat of the hills. In consequencet 
through whatever street the beholder looks, it seemd to be closed by a 
gate of verdure, and to terminate in a forest. 

Seven of the streets are 66 feet wide, and 396 apart, intersected by 
streets of the same width and distance at right angles. One entire square, 
and the fraction of another, are reserved in central parts of the city for 
public buildings. The city building^ cover an irregular area nearest the 
form of a parallelagram. The centra] parts arei compactly built with 
houses and stores, that would ornament any town: The most showy 
quarters are Main^ Broadway, and Fourth street westward from its inter- 
isection with Main. Pearl street nearly completed, leading from the 
lower Market to Walnut street, is composed of uniform buildings, tcmi. 
nated by a magnificent Hotel, five stories high, and will add greatly to 
the beauty uf that part of the city. The public buildings are a Court 
house, jail, four market houses, one of them 500 feet in length, the Bazaar, 
U. S. Branch Bank, the Cincinnati College, the Catholic AthenaBum, the 
Medical College, for which a second spacious and commodious building is 
erecting, the Mechanics Institute, Theatre, and a second one erecting, two 
Museums, the Hospital and Lunatic Asylum^ and the Woodward High 
School in the progress of erection. Some other public buildings are in 
contemplation. 

Beside these, thcire are 24 churches, great and stnall. Of these the 
Second Presbyterian church is the handsomest, the exterior being of 
agreeable architecture, and the interior decidedly beautiful. Tlio Unita- 
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mn dwrch is a fingukiiy neat one. The intetior of the Catholic 
clmrch is ttrikiiig. The first and third Presyterian churches are spaciow 
boildiBgSi as the new Methodist church will be, when comj^ted. A lerj 
neat Baptist church is nearly completed. Some of the other chuvd»s 
make c respectable appearance. • 

There are many fine blodu of stores on Front and Main streets, 
and the eye is arrested by many beautiful private habitations. Architeo- 
tmal taste is daily becoming more enlightened and agreeable. The doll 
i«d of the brick walls is giving way to more pleasing shades betweea 
whhe and green; and a beautifiil stucco imitating marble and gramte is 
getting into &^on. The number of substantial buildings added annu- 
ally to the city for three years past averages 450. 

It ha» already become a great manufacturing town, and is constantly 
b aee miig more so. Our limits preclude details; but all the substantial 
fMUNi&ctoies known in our country are carried on to a greater or latt 
•extent. The roannfkctures in iron are very great, particularly in tbr 
article of heavy castii^, and all sorts of machinery driven by steanu 
Of such establishments there are 9 or 10, and some of them on a great 
Male. The next most extensve article is cabinet work. Steam boaiC 
building is a great item. Hatting is pursued to a great extent. It ur 
believed^ that the city contains at least 40 cBfoent manufacturing estalK 
UriimeDtB driven by steatn power. Being the importing and expoiting' 
depot for zoom than a million inhabitants, this city transacts an immeose 
^business particularly, in the retailing and manufecturipg line. Tb^ 
impcfts, in which dry goods are the principal item, exceed five million 
dollars. The amount of exports, consisting of the various articles of 
pfodttce^ of which pork is the chief, and of manu&ctures, of which iron 
^tfticles and cabinet furniture are the chief, probably exceed tbe imports. 
No town of its size in the U. S. produces a more respectable show of alT 
the difievent classes of mechanics, arranged under their respectiver 
'iteodards on the fourth of July. One hundred and eleven steam boats 
kuro be^ built here, at the rate of about 15 a year for the last thme 
years. The city revenue of 1831 was 85,281 dollars, and the expendi. 
lares 33,866. 

There are two banks, a branch of the U. S. bank, capital 1,20Q/KXV 
■■d tbe Commercial bank, capital 500,000^ Beside these tbeve is a 
Savings bai^c. There are three Insurance Companies bdooging to tbe 
aty, and two branches of insurance companies at Hartford, Connecticiit 
The water company supplies the city with water from the Ohio, raised 
fcy steam power to reservoirs 158 feet above low water markon tbe jide 
of one of the Ohio hiUs; whence it is distributed over the towii, at xg 
I expense of 8 dollars a year for a common family^s supply. Thr 
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«ity furnishes three daily gazettes, two semi-weekly, six weekly, of which 
four are religious; two semi-monthly, one monthly magazine, and one 
monthly agricultural paper, and one quarterly journal of medicine, mak* 
idg in all 16 periodicals. Thirty-two mails arrive in a week, and the pott 
ioffice annual receipts amount to 16,250 dollars 

There are two fire companies, and 34 charitable societies, the means, 
intelligence, and charity of which, if merged in one society, would 
probably achieve more good than the thirty-four. There are 25 religious 
•oeteties, in which most of the religious opinions of Christendom are 
represented, and whose mutual watchfulness of each other educes con* 
c<HEd ftom jealousy, by hindering the hurtful predominance of any one of 
them, and enabling each to pursue its respective interests unmolested and 
in peace. 

l%e population in 1826 was 16,230; in 1829 24,408; in 1830 26,515; 
mad by a very accurate enumeration in 1831, 28,014, with a floating pop- 
ulation not included of 1,500, making the total at this time more than 
SQ.O00. 

Though the imperfect filling out of the magnificent plan of the citj, 
the cundMring ci the streets with timber, stone, bricks and mortar, and 
the ineonvenienoe of actual building present an image of crudenest 
and immaturity, it needs little spirit of prophecy to predict from the past 
to the ftttufe, that this city, which will be shortly central to more than two 
iniUions of inhabitants, which presents the greatest variety of models in 
the theories and imaginings of strangers from all parts of the world, which 
evolves thegerais of emulation and rivalry to a fault, and which abounds 
IB pfovisions, natural wealth, fuel, and all the materials of building, and 
vrfaich is moreover a beahhy town, will, in the course of a few years, vie 
in beauty and population, with the first towns in the Union. 

Cincinnati has been called, somewhat to the discomposure of the sis- 
terly feelings of Pittsburgh and Louisville, the ^ueen of the West.* 
Meet young inraiigrants, who possess, or imagine that they possess a 
latent eopioosness of speech, on first joining themselves to the citizeney 
woo tbw queen by an incense of puffing, vaunting her charms, beauty, 
and bonnty in solid cokunns. She, Hke other queens and beauties, re> 
garde them by turning an ear long since sated and deaf with flattery. 
We know not, but she may be equally callous to the short chapter of her 
faults— for faults she has. In this town, as in New Orleans, there ave 
but two chief avenues to distinction; the one wealth; the other the talent 
of gaining popular favor. The charities, which are only nursed where 
the people are of one race, have been bom, baptized, reared, intermarriedf 
and had their whole lot of human vicissitudes east together, cannot be 
suppoaed to put (orih such abundant fruit, where society is continually 
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shifting by the unrerriitting accession of strangers ; where the morbid 
appetite of novelty fosters fickleness, and precludes the chance of matured 
friendship, mellowed by thorough acquaintance and ancient ties. Deep 
and enduring remembrance of the passing guest is dispelled by the heart* 
less and hackneyed welcome prepared for the coming one. 
Concurrence in broad views for the advancement of literature, or the great 
interests of humanity cannot be expected in a city composed of a fxypuia- 
tion pollected from so many different countries, and transplanting ¥ritb 
them a mass of inveterate prejudices. A noble foundation of the present 
generation and the generations to come, in order to be reared by the moral 
omnipotence of union and hearty ccmcurrence must here achieve the im- 
possible success of uniting a score of religious sects, as many political 
ones^ and the antipathiep of national and sectional jealousies. 

Hence, while the existing generation talks, and writes much about 
improvements in science and literature, it must be a more fortunate gen* 
oration, in which wealth and the humbler arts of popularity are less esti- 
mated, and talents and merit more, which can expect to reap the fruits of 
high mental cultivation, or cultivate literature to any considerable extent. 

Of competition in aH the walks, this town has as much as any other, and 
of emulation and rivalry, an ample share. But thesed rawbacks, the almost 
inevitable results of its circumstances notwithstanding, no town in the 
United States is advancing in beauty and population with so much 
rapidity, or promises such a sustained progress for twenty years to come. 

The city contains a great number of excellent schools, in which the 
standing and improvement of the pupils will compare with the same cir 
cumstances in any other town in the Union. Besides private schools too 
numerous to be named, there are 27 teachers of the public free schot^ 
in which 2,700 children receive instruction. There is as great a number 
of clergymen, physicians, and lawyers, in proportimi to the population, as 
in any other town. 

Cincinnati is in latitude 39° 6' 80" N., and in longitude 7© 24' 45'^ 
W. from Washington; by the course of the river 455 miles from Pitt»- 
bui^h, 405 from the Mississippi, 1 12 from Columbus, 200 from Sandusky, 
120 from Indianapolis, 65 f from Frankfort, 680 fnm Natchez, 270 fiom 
N^hville, 860 from New Orleans, 350 from St. Louis, 105 from Louis- 
ville, 518 from Baltimore, and 850 from New York by the way of the 
Erie and New York Canal. 

Columbus is the political metropolis of the state, and very neariy the 
geographical centre of it. It is situated on the east bank of the Scioto 
River, in the centre of Franklin county, and occupies a beantifiil dopey 
ust below the confluence of Whetstone River, with the Scioto. It wis a 
compact forest in 1812. It now has a number of respectable schools, il 
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classical seminary, tlie customary number of stores, a bank, four printing 
offices, a commodious brick market house, a state house, a building for the 
public ofliccs, a penitentiary, and an asylum for the deaf and dumb. The 
State House is 75 by 50 feet. The top of the cupola is 106 feet high. 
Around it are railed walks, from which the whole town is visible as from a 
map. It commands a delightful landscape over a country charmingly 
variegated, as extensive as the eye can reach. The village of Franklinton, 
a mile to the west, and the winding Scioto, are comprehended in this view. 
The building, that contains the public offices, is 100 by 25 feet. In a 
line with it and the State House, is the handsome Court House for the 
Federal Court. These buildings are all on the public square, an area of 
ten acres, reserved for public use, in the centre of the town. The peni- 
tentiary is in the south-west angle of the town, and enclosed with a high 
stone wall. Immediately below the penitentiary is a lateral canal, 
on which canal boats have already floated to the town, connecting this 
town with the Ohio and Erie Canal eleven miles south. This will 
greatly add to the resources of the town. There are three churches, of 
which the Presbyterian church is spacious, being 50 by 50 feet The 
professional men are, ten lawyers, five regular physicians, and five of the 
growing denomination called steam doctors. The number of houses it 
330, and of inhabitants 2,437. Manufactures have commenced, and its 
relations to the canal will give a new impetus to their growth. Thecircum*- 
stance of its being the political metropolis of its great state attaches to 
it a distinguished and polite society. It is a striking example of the cre- 
ation, no longer uncommon in the w^tem country, of a town, that has 
grown to importance in a few years from the soKd forest. 

It is in N. latitude 39© 57' and 6° W. longitude. Columbus is 896 
miles from Washington, 551 from New Yoric, 477 from Philadelphia, 755 
from Boston, 420 from Baltimore, 991 from New Orleans, and 397 fiom 
Nashville. Columbus is 112 miles from Cincinnati* 

Steubenville, the seat of justice for Jefferson county, is situated on the 
west bank of the Ohio. It was laid out with great regularity in 1798, 
and is in the centre of a rich and populous country. The town was in^ 
corporated in 1805, with city privileges. It contains three churches, an 
academy, a handsome market house, a wooUen factory, a steam paper mill, 
a flour mill, and cotton factory. A manufacturing spirit is increasing, 
and new establishments are in progress and in contemplation. It hai 
two printing offices, two banks, 27 mercantile stores, 16 public inns, an 
air foundry, and other mechanical establishments. In 1820 it contained 
2,479 inhabitants, and now contains nearly 3,000. It is distant 38 milefl 
south-west from Pittsburgh; 25 north-east from St. Clairsville, and 150 
north-east from Columbus j N. latitude 40^ 25', W. longitude 3© 40*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



414 OHIO* 

Zanesville, the seat of justice for Muskingum county, is situated on 
the east bank of Muskingum River, just below the falls. On these falli 
are a number of manufacturing mills driven by water power, among 
which are several flouring and saw mills, an oil mill, a rolling mill, a nail 
machine, two glass houses, a woollen factory, and three printing offices. 
Two handsome bridges across the Muskingum connect the town with 
West Zanesville and Putnam, so as to identify them with the town. 
Taken altogether the inhabitants amount to more than 4,000. It contains 
beside, a handsome court house, 21 mercantile stores, a PresbyteriaRf 
Bs4>tist, Catholic, and a Methodist church, and 317 dwelling houses, 
•ome of which make a show of splendor. Zanesville is beginning ta 
manufacture largely in iron, and promises to become one of the principal 
manufiu^turing towns in Ohio. It is situated in N. Iatitude40^ W. longi- 
tude 5^ 2', 80 miles westerly from Wheeling in Virginia, 61 north-westerly 
from Marietta, 70 nortli from Chillicothe, and 58 east from Columbus. 

Chillicothe, the county town of Ross county, is handsomely situated 
on a level alluvial [dain on the west bank of Scioto, 45 miles in a ri^t 
line from its entrance into the Ohio. The town is bounded on the north 
by the Scioto, and on the south, at the distance of three quarters of a mle, 
by Paint Creek. The principal streets run parallel with the course of 
the Scioto. It ia laid out with great regularity, the principal streets 
crossing each other at right angles It was laid off in 1796, and contains 
2,827 inhabitants. It contains two printing offices, a bank, 20 mercan- 
tile stores, and two medical stores. It has also ^Hir cotton spinning fiio- 
tones, a rope walk, an oil mill, a fulling mill, several saw mills, a paper 
mill, and a number of flooring mills, including one of steam powery 
either in the town or in the inunediate vicinity. 

The Presbyterians, Methodists, and Seceders, have each a church. It 
)ia8 also an academy, court house, jail, and a stone market house. From 
the summit of a hill, rising abruptly on the south-west side of the tow«, 
is a most delightful view of the town and circumjacent country, inter* 
opened alternately with woods and lawns, through which the Scioto pur- 
sues a winding course to the Ohio. This town is in the centre of the 
beautiful and fertile Scioto country. The situaticm is favorable, and 
every way delightful; but yet it did not flourish, until the Grand Canal 
was cut throi^ the town, since which it has received anew impulse 
towards prosperity, promising that it will attain the importance to which 
its fortunate position entitles it. 

In the midst of this town formerly stood one of the most interesting 
iwNindsef the cone shaped form. In leveling it for the purpose of boil4< 
ing tots, great quantities of human bones were found in it. Chillicothe 
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h 55 miles south of Columbus, 75 north-east from Majsyille in Kentucky, 
and d3 north-east from Cincinnati. N. latitude 89^ 20', W. longitude 
60 53'. 

H&rietta, the seat of justice for Wadiington county, is beautifully 
situated a little above the mouth of Muskiiigum River. It contains tw6 
churches, an academy, the public county buildings, two printing offices, a 
hank^ 20 stores^ about 90 houses, and the whole township 1,914 inhabit* 
ints^ The people ure noted for their industry and sobriety, and the 
(KtHteness and urbanity of their manners/ 

Ships were formerly buih here; but from some cause the business hag 
been discontinued. The soil is exceedingly fertile around the town, and 
it has many advantages of position. But it has not flourished like some 
oflier towns. One cause may be, that it has experienced more than once 
inundations of the river, in some of which the water has risen in the 
{>nncipal streets eight or ten feet. Great numbers of buildings, bams 
and cattle were swept away. It has also experienced severe sicknestf. 
But its extraordinary fertility, and its natural advantages will cause it to 
become a large town. It was one of the first settled towns in the state, 
and was originally laid out by the Ohio Company, in 1767. In the foL 
lowing spring, it was settled by eight families. The first settlers were 
from New England^ Among the founders of this establishmnit was 
Ceneral Putnam, whose name and character are recorded in the annals of 
file state. It is 315 miles from Washington, 93 from Chillioothe, 186 
from Cincinnati^ and 109 south-eastwardly firom Columbus. N. latitude 
89° 25^, W. lorigitude 4° 28'. 

Lancaster, the seat of justice for Fairfield county, Ntuated nearly in 
the centre of it, is entirely an inland place. It is near the source of 
fio<5khocking River, on the road from Zanesville to Chillioothe. It is a 
luge, handsome, and well built village. A considerable number of ita 
inhabitants aie Germans. It contains 250 houses, and 1,535 inhabitants^ 
It has a number of public buildings, as a court house, town house, ma-^ 
'sonic hall, an academy, several respectable schools, 4 churches, 12 stores^ 
a bank, and two printing offices, from each of which are issued two 
^reekly papers, in the English and German languages. It is a place of 
Ipneat mechanical enterprize and industry, and connected, as it is, by a 
lateml cut, with the great Ohio and Erie Canal, it will no longer sufier 
from the inconvenience of its inland position, and will become a place of 
importance. It is central to a large and populous country, and is situated 
28 miles south of Columbus, and 36 south-westerly from Zanesville. 

New Lisbon, the seat of justice for Columbiana, is situated on a 
branch of the Little Beaver, 14 miles from the Ohio. It contains a 
court house, jail, bank, two churches, six public houses, nine stores, amf 
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in the t6wDship, 2,183 inhabitants. It has four merchant, and four ^tf 
mills, a paper mill, two woollen factories, a fulling mill and carding ma-' 
chine. It is situated 56 miles north-westerly from Pittsburgh, and 160 
north-easterly from Columbus. N. latitude 4(P 46', W. longitude 3^ 
b2f. 

Galliopelis is the chief town of Gallia county. It has a court house^ 
jail, two churches, academy, three steam mills, a printing office, 80 houses; 
and 12 stores. It was originally settled by French immigrants. They 
had been deceived by speculators; and suffered severely by bilious fever^ 
in becoming acclimated. Some left in discouragement, many died, and 
the number of the original French settlers is small. 

St. Clairsville is an inland town, the county town of Belmont county,- 
and is situated on elevated ground, surrounded by hilly, but fertile lands. 
It has a court house, jail, market house, printing office, a bank, 15 tftores^ 
and 800 inhabitants. It is on the great road from Wheeling to Cincinnati^ 
and distant 11 miles west from the former place^ 

Portsmouth, the chief town of Scioto county, is situated on the eastern 
bank of the Scioto, just above its junction with the Ohio. A great 
amount of commission business for the Scioto country is done here; and 
the position for internal commerce with the state is exceedingly advan- 
tageous. There is a bank, court house, jail, printing office, 18 stores, a 
book store, four commission stores, one druggist, 20 mechanical estab- 
lishments, two churches, a steam mill, a market house, and 1,063 inhab- 
itants. The great Ohio Canal here communicates with the Ohio, wfaicR 
must at once render this town a place of great consequence. It is 45 
miles south of Chillicothe, and 90 in the same direction from Columbus. 
N. latitude 38° 48', W. longitude 5° 53'. 

Circleville, on the east bank of the Scioto, is the county town of Pick- 
away county. In the limits of the town are tw^ Indian mounds, the one 
square and the other circular. The town derives its name from being 
chiefly built in the limits of the circular mound. These mounds are 
among the most interesting in the western country, and are describee! 
elsewhere* The town contains a handsome court house, a printing office, 
market house, 10 stores, and various mechanic shops. The rich Picka- 
way plains or prairies are near this place . The adjacent wooded lands of 
Lower Walnut Creek are equally rich ; and this town, central to such 
extents of fertile soil, must become of importance. The Otao Canal 
passes, and here crosses the Scioto by the largest aqueduct on the line of 
the canal. It has recently exhibited a rapid progress, and contains 1,100 
inhabitants. It is situated twenty miles south of Columbus, nineteen 
north of Chillicothe, and twenty miles west of Lancaster. N. latitud% 
390 26', W. longitude 5^ 53'. 
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Urbana is tlie county town of Chanipaii^ne county, near Mad River. 
It contains a court house, jail, j)nntii]*T oHice, a Methodist and Presby- 
terian church, a market hoiist*, stores, 120 houses, and 1,003 inhabit- 
ants. It is distant 43 miles north-west from Columbus. N. latitude 
40^ 3', W. longitude 6° 4'. 

Xenia, the county town of Green county, is situated on Shawnee 
Creek, and contains a court house, jail, three churches, two printing 
offices, 10 stores, and 919 inhabitants. It is distant 56 miles south-west 
from Columbus . 

Dayton, the cliief town of Montgomery county, is charmingly situated 
on the eastern bank of the Great Miami, just below the confluence of 
Mad River, near where tlie Miami Canal connects with the Miami. The 
waters of Mad River are artificially conducted from that river to the Miami, 
so as to afford a great number of mill seats. 

It contains 235 houses, and 135 sliojis and stores, total 370; four 
churches, a court house, a marlc^ct house, and jail. In 1810 the popula- 
tion was 383j in LS20 1,130; in 1830 2,^^31. The population of the 
township is 6,583. In 1828 70 buildings were erected, and probably a 
greater number last year. No town in the state afibrds more extensive 
water privileges, which are partly cKcupied by a numler of saw mills, 
grist mills, cotton factories, and various sorts of machinery moved by 
water. 

The striking increase of itspros[)erity is owing to its being the termin- 
ating point of the Miami Canal, connecting it with Cincinnati. It is 
central. to a rich and populous agricultural country, the trade of which this 
town commands. It is expected that the canal will be continued to lake 
Erie. It is situated 68 miles south-west from Columbus, and 52 by land, 
and 67 by the canal from Cinciimati. N. latitude 39° 46'. 

Lebanon is the county town for Warren county. It is between two 
small branches of Turtle Creek. It has the usual public buildings, two 
churches of brick, and a jail of stone, two market houses, a bank, a 
printing office, and a respectable social libmiy. The surrounding country 
has fine land. It contained in 1820, 1,070 inhabitants. It is distant 80 
miles south-westerly from Coluinhus; and 30 miles north-easterly from 
Cincinnati. N. latitude 39° 25' , AV. longitude 7° 5'. 

Athens is the county town of Athens county. It is situated on an 
elevated bluff in a bend of the llocldiicking, in a position equally beau- 
tiful and healtliy. Li this viilai^e is located the Ohio University. There 
is already erected for the acccimmodation of this institution a handsome 
edifice three stories high. The funds, the librar)', and philosophical ap- 
paratus are respectable; and it piomi&cs to be an institution of great 
utility to the interests of the literature of die state. The town contains 

53 
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40 hooMSy a namber of stores, a court house, a jail, and has several 
mills on the river in its vicinity, and 750 inhabitants. It is 73 miles south- 
east from Columbus, 41 westerly from Marietta, and 52 east from Chilli- 
cothe. N. latitude 39<^ 23', W. longitude 5° 5'. 

Cleaveland, situated on the southern shore of lake Erie, is the county 
town of Cuyahoga county. Its pontion is at the mouth of Cuyahoga 
River. During the late war, it was a depot of provisions; and a pkoe 
where many boats, and lake craRs were built; and it is a noted point of 
embarkation on the lake. It is a growing place, having four diurches, 
a court house, jail, an academy, 180 houses, 40 stores, 9 groceries, 6 
taverns, and 1,200 inhabitants. It is distant 130 miles westward from 
Pittsburgh, and 150 north-easterly from Columbus. N. latitude 41<^ 31', 
W. longitude 4^ 44'. The great Ohio Canal here connects with the lake^ 
and passes through the central parts of Ohio, preserving for some distance 
a course parallel to the Scioto; and finally connecting with the (^o near 
the mouth of that river. This town, intermediate between BufiUo and 
Cincinnati, and the depot of the vast amounts of merchandise deatijied 
east and west, will not fail soon to become an important town. 

Sandusky, in Huron county, on the southern shore of Sandusky Bay, is 
one of the most important ports on Lake Erie. Its area rises gradually 
frmn the lake, of which, its passing sails, and the surrounding country it 
commands a charming view. Though a new place it has ten stores, a 
printing office, the usual number of mechanic establishments, public 
hoaiis,a ship yard, a rope walk and 9 wharves. This isoneof the chief 
points of landing and embarkation between the Mississipi vaUey andNew 
York, Buffido and Detroit. In 1828, 1,319,823 dollars worth of mer- 
chandise was landed here. In 1830 there were over 500 arrivals at this 
port, and about 2,000 wagons dispatched with dry goods and groceries 
for all points of the Ohio and Mississippi country below. A turnpike, 
now constructing will connect this town with Columbus. It is distant 
70 miles south from Detroit, 230 south-west from Bufialo, 60 west from 
Cleaveland, and 106 north fit>m Columbus. N. latitude 41° 27'. TTia 
principal harbors on Lake Erie, are Put-in-Bay, Mauniee Bay, Fair Port, 
and Ashtabula Creek. 

Ashtabula, a post town of Ashtabula county, is situated two miles from 
the entrance of Ashtabula River into the lake, and has a post <^ce, 
tavem, two churches, a weekly newspaper, and five stores. A turnpike 
eoDDectsit with Warren, the seat'of justice for Trumbull county. A 
■loop loaded with a certain kind of boards for clock making, departed 
from this place down the lake, the New-York canal, the Hudson and 
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Long-Island Sound, and arrived after a passage of 25 days at New-Haven, 
Connecticut. A Schooner, burthen 49 tons, departed from Huron 
county and arrived at New-York. 

Baltimore, in Fairfield county, 25 miles south-east from Columbus,^! 
situated on the Ohio and Erie canal, and has grown to be a respectable 
village within the three past years. It already contains 200 houses, six 
stores, a great number of mechanic establishments, and 500 inhab- 
itants. 

M assillon, in Stark county, on the east branch of Tuscarawas, was laid 
out in 1826, and grew into immediate consequence from being for a 
considerable time the termination of the Ohio and Erie canal. It 
contains a printing office, eight stores, two merchant flour mills, four 
ware houses, and a woollen factory. It is 111 miles north-east from 
Columbus. 

Newark is the county town of Licking county. It is the present termi- 
nation of the Ohio and Erie canal, 176 miles distant from its outlet in 
lake Erie. It contains 250 houses, 10 stores, five taverns, two printing 
offices, two ware houses, a market house, a church, and the usual county 
buildings. It is 33 miles north of Columbus. 

Canton, the county town for Stark county, contains 200 dwelling 
houses, 215 families, 1496 inhabitants; two printing offices, two churches, 
six schods, five ministers, 15 stores, and the usual number of mechanic 
shops. It is 120 miles north-east of Columbus 

Warren, New Philadelphia, Wooster, Mansfield, Coshocton, Somerset, 
Delaware, Worthington, Franklinion, Hillsboro, Piketon, Springfield, 
Pickaway, Troy, Eaton, Hamilton, and New Richmond, are most of them 
county towns, and some of them will compare in size with those we have 
mentioned, 

Fifly other incipient villages might be named, which are rapidly 
growing to consequence, and which, seen by the traveller, excite surprize, 
that he has not heard them named. Such is the march of town making 
and population, that the scene is shifting under the eye, and the descrip- 
tion of towns and villages, that is accurate this year, may be wide from 
accuracy the next Another inconvenience results from this order of 
things. Towns are originated in such number3 and rapidity, as to have 
outgrown the invention of the founders. For example, there are 19 
townships of the name of Jefferson, and 24 of the name of Washington. 
Other names of places are repeated firom four to ten times. While this 
circumstance is unfavorable to the right direction of missives sent by 
mail, it argues strongly the matter of fact character of the people, who 
can make fields, towns, mills, and legislators, easier than the latter 
can task their invention for names. 
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The following military positions occur 50 often in the history of thif 
state, that we deem it imnoi tant to give fhejr relative position. Fort 
Defiance is sit'jatetl at the junclion of An Glaizeand Maumee rivers, 50 
miles south-west of Fort Mel^is. Fort Loramie is on the head ^vaters 
of the Big Miami, and one of the boundary positions referred lo in the 
Greenville treaty. Fort Mci^'s was erected in 1813, on the south-eastern 
bank of the Maumee, a few miles from its mouth, at the lower rapidi of 
the river; distant southerly from Detroit, 70 miles. It is noted for the 
siege, which it sustained from the British and Indians in April and May, 
1813. Fort Recovery was established by general Wayne. The disas- 
trous defeat of our troops commanded by general St. Clair, by the 
Indians, occurred here, in 1795. It is situated 23 miles northwardly of 
Fort Loramie. Fort Greenville is one of tlie most noted points in the 
history of Ohio; and was one of the first fortifications erected in the country. 
It is in the present limits of Darke comity, and a few miles east of the western 
limits of this state. Here, in 171),3, was concluded the celebrated treaty 
of general Wayne with the savages, after his memorable victory over them. 
From this treaty, the country began to increase in population. 

Roads and Canals. The common public roads, as might be inferred, 
are too numerous to be named. The country being level, they seldom 
have the inconvenience of being hilly; but the soil being deep and loamy, 
and most of them little wrouglit, in wet weather and in winter they 
are exceedingly bad. There are five considerable turnpikes, beside many 
shorter ones. The length of the first is 16 miles; of the second 48; of 
the third 51 ; of the fourth 100. This connects Sandusky with Columbus? 
and is not yet complete. The fifth is the McAdamized road leading from 
Cincinnati to the interior, of which the first division only is completed. 
The national road is completed 30 or 40 miles west from the Ohio; and 
is McAdamized in the best manner. 

The grand canal, connecting Lake Erie and the Ohio, passes nearly 
through the centre of the state, f^om CJcaveland on the lake to Ports- 
mouth on the Ohio. The whole distance is 3013 miles Lateral cuts 
are made, or making, amounting to 40 miles more. The canal is of the 
same depth, and dimensions and construction with the great New- York 
canal. It is nearly completed, and will be in full operation in 1832. 
This wonderful work of uniting the waters of the Mississippi and Atlan- 
tic has already imparted a new aspect to the country, tlu-ough which it 
passes, and has in many places quadrupled the value of the land near its 
course. 

The Miami canal, 07 miles in Icn^^th, connects Cincinnati with Dayton. 
To this a considemble lateral cut i? expected to be made from Lebanon. 
Others are in contemplation. These noble and beautiful modes <^ trans- 
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port will soon supersede the draught of beasts of burden on deep and 
muddy roads, in all practicable directions. The cost of these canals will 
be between three and fourmillioas of dollars. 

Surveys have been made, and grants of land from the Genefal Gov- 
ernment obtained for continuing tlie Dayton Canal to Lake Erie. 

Militia. Few descriptions of the inhabitants are exempted from mili- 
tary duty. The militia of this state is principally composed of hardy 
agriculturists, and exceeds 150,000 men. 

PemtaUiary. This establishment, at Columbus, is a humane and 
efficient one. Of the great numbers, who have been confined here 
nearly half have been pardoned out. 

GovemmenL 'The legislative authority is vested in a Senate and 
House of Representatives, both of wliich, collectively, are styled the 
General Assembly of Ohio. The members of both branches are elected 
by counties, or districts composed of counties, according to population. 
The representatives are chosen for one year; and for eligibility a man 
must be at least 25 years of age, have resided in the state at least one 
year, and paid a tax. Their number must never exceed 72 nor be less 
than 36. The Senate is composed of members elected for two years, 
who must not exceed one half, nor fall short of one-lhird of tlie number in 
the House of Representatives. The present numbers are 33 Senators, 
and 69 Representatives. A Senator must be at least 30 years of age, 
and have resided two years in the district from which he is chosen. The 
General Assembly has the sole power of enacting all the state laws; the 
assent or signature of the Governor not being necessary in any case what- 
ever. 

*The judiciary system comprises three several grades of courts, viz: 
The Supreme Court, Courts of Common Pleas, and Justice's Courts. 
The justices of tlie peace are chosen triennially by the people themselves, 
in each township respectively. They are conservators of the peace 
throughout the country; but have no civil jurisdiction out of their town- 
ships. The state is divided into nine judicial circuits for Courts of 
Common Pleas, in each of which is a presiding judge, styled President; 
and in each county of which the district is composed, three associate 
judges, all elected by the legislature, for 7 years. These courts are held 
three times a year in each county. The Supreme Court consists of four 
judges, who hold a court once a year in each county throughout the state. 
They are likewise chosen by the legislature for seven years. 

*The supreme executive authority is vested in a Governor chosen 
biennially by the people. Ho must be 30 years of age, and have resided 
in the state at least four years. He is commander-in-chief of the militia, 
and commissions all officers in the state, both civil and military. In case 
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of disabilityi or vacancy in his place, the Speaker of the Senate acts as 
Governor, until the next succeeding regular election- The qualifications 
of a freeman are the age of 21, resident in the state, and the payment 
of a tax.' 

In whatever aspect we contemplate this wonderful state, the mind is 
affected with surprise and pleasure. We experience surprise, for the 
history of colonies affords no similar example of a colony of equal num- 
bers, improvement and prosperity so rapidly springing from a solid forest 
wilderness, with no adventitious aid, except the fertility of its lands, the 
fipeedom of its institutions, and the enterprising character of the American 
people. The real lover of freedom, who firmly believes in tlie strength 
and perpetuity of our institutions, contemplates the prospect with un- 
mingled pleasure. Ohio, all things considered, and her character and 
institutions carefully analyzed, is the most completely democratic com- 
munity with which we are acquainted. Here, if the enemies of demo- 
cracy were to be credited, ought to be found the most revolting eSSdcta of 
ferocity and misrule. Insurrection and anarchy and lawless violence 
should be the order of things. This state, on the contrary, is making 
great exertions to diffuse general education; and there is not, perhaps, in 
the worid, a more peaceable and orderly community, or one where tho 
people are more entirely obedient to the laws. 
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That part of Pennsylvania watered by the Ohio and its branches, is 
situated west of the great dividing ridge of the Alleghanies, that separates 
the waters of the Atlantic from those of the Ohio. Among these ridges 
the principal are Peter^s Mountain, Tuscarora Mountain, Sideling Hilly 
Jack's Mounts, and Bald Eagle Ridge. West of these is the Great 
Alleghany Ridge, which separates between the eastern and western 
waters. The base of this ridge is 1,000 feet above the level of the sesi 
and the elevation of the mountain above the base is from 1,000 to 1,500 
feet,. About one-third of the sur&ce of Pennsylvania is west of these 
mountains, and watered by the Ohio and its waters. The &ce of the 
country generally is hilly, rolling, and in some places mountainous. 
Except in the regions about Lake Erie, very little of West Permsylvania 
can be called level. West Pennsylvania contains considembly more than 
200,000 inhabitants. 

There is a college at Cannonsburgh, in an elevated and pleasant sina* 
tion. It is an institution of considerable importance, but too near the 
college at Washington to admit the supposition, that both the institutions 
can. flourish. The college edifice makes a respectable appearance. 
The college at Washington is situated in that pleasant village, in the 
centre of a populous and thriving country. It has a collegiate founda- 
tion, considerable funds and endowments, and has graduated between 
20 and 30 students in some years. 

The system of common schools in West Permsylvania does not mate* 
rially differ from that east of the mountains. There is less inequality 
of condition among tlie people, and the modes of conducting schools are 
more similar to those of New England. 
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The inhabitanls are generally a hardy, robust, and industrious race; 
in their habits, pursuits, and modes of tiiinking, as well as their perscmsy 
much resembling the people of New England. The climate, tbou^ 
something milder, is not much unlike that of Connecticut. The people, 
like those of New England, are generally addicted to habits of religious 
worship, and to connecting themselves to some religious society. Their 
trade is with Pittsburgh, or Canada, and New York, by the way of Lake 
Erie. Beside the county towns, West Pennsylvania contains the following 
considerable villages. Connelsville, on the east side of the Youghic^eny, 
noted for the important mills and manufactories in its neighborhood, 
contains 800 inhabitants. 

Brownsville is situated on the east side of the Monongahela River, 
The great national road passes through it. It is surrounded with fine 
orchards and fields, in a rich, picturesque, and romantic country, and has 
some fine stone buildings in and about it, and about 1,200 inhabitants. 
Bridgeport is a village opposite to Brownsville. Cannonsburgh is on the 
west side of Chartier's Creek, 8 miles north of Washington. It is sur- 
rounded by a hilly, but fertile country. Erie, beautifully situated on the 
south side of Lake Erie, is a tliriving village. It is a stopping place for 
steam boats that pass up the lake, and used to be called Presq' Isle. Il 
is the seat of justice for Erie county, and in N. latitude 42<^ 21', 12Q 
miles north of Pittsburgh. A portage from the lake to tlie navigable 
waters of the Alleghany River, commences here. The distance is 15 
miles; and the two places are connected by a turnpike. Immense quan. 
tities of salt used to be transported over this portage. It was brought 
from the Great Saline in New York, and was sent down the Ohio, for the 
supply of the country on its waters. But salt is now made so cheaply 
and abundantly on the Ohio and its waters, that this trade is in a great 
measure suspended. A great deal of trade, however, still passes this 
way, both that of articles for New York from tlie western country, and of 
articles sent from New York to the western country. In the year 1809, 
52,000 barrels of salt were sent across this turnpike to Pittsburgh. 

Waterford is situated on the nortli bank of French Creek, a considera 
ble river of the Alleghany j and is the place where tlie portage from Erie 
terminates. It is a village of considerable business, and has a post office, 
a number of stores, inns, and commission warehouses, and is 16 miles 
south of Erie. Meadville is near French Creek, and has several stores, 
inns, and public buildings, a post office and printing office, two churches, 
and a college, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Alden. Dr. Bently, late of 
Salem, Massachusetts, bequeathed a very considerable library to this 
college. Franklin, Kittanning, and Frecport are inconsiderable villages 
between Uiis place and Pittsburgh. A cunsiilcrable tract of country in 
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tie south-west angle of New-York is watered by the head waters of the 
Alleghany. In New-York principally, and along llio upper courses of 
tlie Allugiiany ere fjiir.d tlic^c deep and noble pine forests, whence are 
t^arried the boards and lumber, which supply the greater part of the 
demand for this article in all the western country, and quite to New 
Orleans. Nearly 30,0O0,C0O fcH2t of plank descend the Alleghany annu- 
ally In return, keel boats carry back whiskey, iron, castings, cideri 
tipples, bacon, and many other domestic articles. The brig Dean, and 
the Sally Ross, and several otlier vessels of burthen have been launched 
on the Alleghany, and have descended thence to New Orleans* The 
Alleghany is 400 yards wide at its mouth. Among the natural curios- 
ities in tliis region is Oil Creek, which enters into the Alleghany. Tlie 
spring source of this creek yields great quantities of bituminouS) or unc- 
tuous matter, like petroleum; and probably is that substance. It is 
taken internally, as a medicine; and the rheumatic find relief, by bathing 
the joints aflected with that complaint, with this oil. Many people at 
Pittsburgh keep this oil in bottles, and attach much confidence to it, as 
containing some mysterious efficacy. 

All parts of the western country seem admirably accommodated 
the one to the other; the one part supplying what the other wanted. 
The country on the Alleghany is much of it broken, sterile^ and not 
calculated to become a rich farming country. It contains inexhaustible 
supplies of the finest lumber; and innumerable mill seats. Pittsburgh, 
and the country below it, can amply supply all the wants of this region, 
as regards produce, manufactures and articles of iron fabric. In return, 
mills with water-power, are very uncommon about Pittsburgh, and the 
adjacent country naturally calls for the lumber of the Alleghany. Steam 
boats have recently ascended this river almost to its source. 

In describing the Alleghany and its waters, we have named the prin- 
cipal streams from Pennsylvania and New-York, that swell that find 
river. There is one creek, that we have not mentioned; a tributary of 
the Alleghany, that deserves mention were it only for the name, Muhul^ 
buctitum. 

Economy, the present seat of Mr. Rapp's establishment, formerly at 
New Harmony, is on the north bank of the Ohio, 18 miles below 
Pittsburgh. It contains many factories, a large church, a commodious 
hotel, a museum containing a music room and dining hall, all laid out 
with the utmost neatness and regularity, and 850 inhabitants. At the east 
€nd of the town is a park containing deer, a large vineyard and a beauti* 
ful orchard. It is almost exclusively a manufacturing establishment. 
It is a community of a pecuUar character. 

54 
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Pittsburgh, in the extent of her manafactures, is the only rival, of' 
Cincinnati, in the West. In population, wealth and importance it is next 
to that city; and the third in the valley of the Mississippi. A more 
charming spot for the site of a city could scarcely be selected. No place 
is surrounded by more charmingly rounded and romantic hills; and the 
boundless view of hill and dale, the Alleghany bringing down its northern 
tribute on the one hand, and the Monongahela its southern ofiering on 
the other^ the singular bluffs of these rivers, their coojifnction, the' broad 
and beautiful Ohio, cahnly commencing its course of 1,000 miles 
and winding away among its deep forests, and shores shaded by noble syc- 
amores, the town, its surrounding vallies, and the whole scene taken 
together, as seen from the adjoining hills, constitute as fine a landscape, 
as can well be imagined. The town is built on an alluvial plain, in the 
dslta of the two rivers, where they imite to form the Ohio. Over the 
Alleghany is a high and beautiful plain bounded in the distance by bold 
and rugged hiUs. The coal hill, across the Monongahela, rises more 
than 300 feet; and almost perpendicularly impends a town, between it 
and the river. On the Monongahela side is a manufacturing village, 
called Birmingham ; and to match it, on the Alle^iany side another aumu- 
facturing town. Both are connected with the city by noble and 
long bridges over these two rivers. 

It is well known that the site of this town was selected at an early 
period in the French wars, as en important point in the grea4 chain of 
posts, vdiich was to connect Canada with Louisiana. It had fi^jen, for 
a considerable time, a depot of French goods for the savages; a place of 
outfits for the trade of the Ohio, and a military post, to defend\ the 
country against the occupancy and settlement of the English, and\ to 
secure to the inhabitants the monopoly of the trade with the savag^; 
when Braddock was sent to dispossess the French, and capture the pos*. 
of Fort Du Quesne, as it was then called. After the fatal battle, in^. 
which he was mortally wounded, and in which Waishington gained his \ 
first laurels, colonel Grant with 800 Caledonians was defeated here on 
the hill* which still bears his name. Not long after, it came into the 
possession of the British, and they built a fort at the ^pense of GOfiOO 
pounds sterling. It was built under the superintendence of lord Stanwin. 
In 1760, a considerable town arose about the fort. Beautiful gardens 
and fruit orchards were planted; but on the breaking out of the Indian 
war, in 1763, the inhabitants again retired into the fort. The present 
town of Pittsburgh dates back to 1705. Its plan was enlarged, and it 
was re-surveyed, in 1784. It then belonged to the Penn family, as a part 
of their hereditary manor. By them it was sold. The Indian warn, and 
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the troubles in the western country prevented its rapid growth, until the 
year 1793. Since that time, it has increased on the same scale of 
improvement with the most growing towns of the West. 

It is supplied by water by a high pressure steam engine of 84 horse 
power, which raises the water 116 feet above the Alleghany River. A 
million and a half gallons of water can be raised in 24 hours. These 
works went into operation in 1828. 

The churches in this city are a Baptist, Roman Catholic, Covenanters', 
Seceders', a Methodist churcli, German Lutheran church. Union church, 
Episcopal church, first and second Presbyterian churches. Unitarian 
church, second Metl)odist church, and an African church, making a 
total of 13. The other public buildings are the Western University 
of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh High School, Pittsburgh Exchange, 
Mansion House, and Hotel, Lambdin^s museum, the U. S bank and 
the Pittsburgh bank. There are 11 lai^ establishments of iron found- 
ries, in which were manufactured from pigs, in 1830, 5,339 tons. There 
are six rolling mills and iron works with nail factories attached, in which 
were manufactured in the same year 7,950 tons of pigs into blooms; 
and 2,805 tons into nails. There are four lai^ cotton ketones, in the 
largest of which are 10,000 spindles, spinning 1,400 pounds of yam weekly. 
There are two large establishments of glass works; and 270 other large 
manufacturing establishments of a miscellaneous character. The 
suburbs of Pittsburgh are Alleghany Town, Northern Liberties, Birming- 
ham on the south bank of the Monongahela, Lawrenceville-E^st Liberty, 
and remainder of Pitt township. Population of the city proper 12,540, 
and of the suburbs 9,983. Total, 22,433. 

The town is compactly, and in some streets handsomely built; although 
the universal use of pit coal for culinary and manufacturing purposes has 
carried such quantities of fine black matter, driven off in the smoke into 
the air, and deposited it on the walls of the houses, and every thing, that can 
be blackened with coal smoke, as to have given the town a gloomy aspect* 
Its position and advantages, as a manu&cturing town, and its acknowl- 
edged healthfulness will continue, however, to render it a place of attrac- 
tion for builders, manufacturers and capitalists. 

At the present time the following articles are manu&ctured on a great 
scale. Iron mongery of every description, steam engines, and enginery^ 
and iron work in general; cutlery of all descriptions; glass and paper 
cotton, and woollens, pottery, chemicals, tin, and copper ware are manu- 
factured, and exported to a great extent. Boat and steam boat building 
have been pursued here on a greater scale, than in any other town in the 
western country. So long ago as 1814, 4,055 waggons of four and six 
horses, employed, as transport waggons, passed between this place and 
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Philadelphia. Boats of the smaller kinds are continually departing down 
the river at all seasons, when the waters will admit. In moderate stages 
of the river, great numbers of steam boats arrive, and depart. Of course, 
this place transacts a great amount of comirib'sien lusiness fur all ths 
western country. Grcit contrncta aro coiitinmlly ordered from all tho 
towns on the waters of the Ohio and r.Iissi^si; pi, for m^icliinery, stenm 
boat castings, and the various manuficlurcs, tint this city supplies. 
The inexhaustible supplies of excellent pit coal, in all directions in the 
coal hills about the town, furnish great facilities for keeping in operation 
the great number of steam manufactories. The coal costs little more, 
than the simple expense of digging; and there is no fear, that tlie supply 
will either fail, or become difficult to procure. Tiie present amount of 
the value of manufactures is suppo?<^d to be not far fhmi 2,500,000 
dollars annually. The market is rid', and abundant; but much higher, 
than in the towns lower down the VWio, It is behoved, that the expense 
of articles in the Pittsburgh market will compare pretty accurately with 
those of Philadelphia. It is still a place of great resort for emigrants 
descending the Ohio. It has the disadvantage of hiving the river shal- 
lower in low water than at Wheeling. Flat and kctl boats can descend 
the river from the latter place, in stages of water, that would not admit 
of it from the former place. 

Pittsburgh is more entirely a manufacturing place, than Cincinnati; 
and more so than any other place in the West, or perhaps in America. 
It deserves the name, that has so often been bestowed on it, the Birming- 
ham of America. Its prosperity probably depends less on the fluctuations 
of the markets, the changes of the times, and the vicissitudes of peace 
and war, than any other town in our country. Its manufactures are of 
articles of prime importance, and vital necessity, which must be con • 
flumed inaU changes of times; and which this city, from its extensive 
operations, from its long practice and experience, and from the skill and 
practised talents of its manufacturers, can furnish on as good terms, aa 
any other place. 

The inhabitants are a mixture of all nations. Germans and Irish 
predominate. But there are great numbers of Englislu Scotch, French 
and Swiss; mechanics and artizans, who come here to bring their 
mechanical skill and industry to a better market than they could find 
in the old world. The habits of the people of the place are those of per- 
levering industry, calculating carefulness, distrust of strangers, and a 
fixed purpose to look to their individual interests. They are of all the 
difierent denominations of religion, and as moral as could be expected 
of a people, so situated. Luxury, splendor and display "are not much in 
6flhion here; and the habits of all the people are frugal and economical. 
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This city has immense advantages of artificial as well as natural water 
communications. The great Pennsylvania canal, over 500 miles in 
length, terminates here. Another canal is laid out to connect it with 
Lake Erie through Meadville; and still a third is proposed to the mouth of 
Mahoning, where it will connect with a branch of the Ohio and Erie 
canal from its summit hea'l. 

Pittsburgh is the seat of justice for the county of Alleghany; and is 
situated in N. latitude 40° 30', W. longitude 4P 40' from Philadelphia; 
300 miles north-west from Philadelphia; 352 from Washington; 335 
from Lexington, Kentucky; 1,100 from New Orleans by land; and 2,000 
by water. 
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Wbbt ViRomiA probably bears a smaller proportion to Ihe snrfaoe of 
the whole state, than the portion of the above mentioned state west of 
the Alleghany Mountains, does to Pennsylvania. The Alleghany ridge 
here, as in Pennsylvania, separates the waters of the Ohio from those of 
the Potomac and the Atlantic. The names of the principal ranges, be- 
yond this continued chain, are Chesnut Ridge, and the Gauly Mountains. 
The face of the country is similar to that we have been describing. A 
considerable portion is covered with lofty and precipitous mountains, 
and vallies embosomed within them. There is, however, much cultivable 
country. Many of the hills have table summits, and are capable of 
cultivation. On the whole it may be called a hilly country, with a 
salubrious atmosphere; and the people are tall, muscular, laborious, and 
frugal in their habits; having a much greater resemblance, in their 
general manners and habits to the people of New England, than to the 
Virginians east of the mountains. In the dialect of the country, a dia 
lect of universal use in the West, the people west of the mountains are 
called *Cohoes,' and those east of the mountains 'Tuckahoes.' Some of 
the planters have considerable gangs of slaves; but it is more common 
that the labor of the family is performed by the members of it The 
people are more in the habit of forming themselves into religious societies, 
and attending public worship, than the people of the state east of the 
mountains. The staple products are wheat and the grains. It is a fine 
country for orchards, and there is considerable attention paid to the culti- 
vation of fruit 
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A great many streams rise in the mountains, and fall eitlier into the 
ll^onongahela, the Kenhawa, or the Ohio. The Kenhawa is the only river 
of any importance. It rises in the Alleghany mountains. One of its 
principal branches, the Green Briar, almost interlocks with the head 
waters of the James' River, and with those of the Holston of Tennessee. 
The river is 400 yards wide at its mouth, and in moderate stages of the 
water^ is beatable by large boats to the falls, 70 miles above its mouth. 
Here are the most extensive salines in the western country* There are a 
great number of furnaces constantly evaporating the water* The water 
is found for a considerable distance round the works. To obtain it tliey 
bore from 1 to 200 feet deep in the earth. It is so strongly saline, that 
from 90 to 130 gallons only are required for a bushel of salt. It is re- 
markable, that in boring for this water, when the auger had pierced the 
different strata of earth, and had reached the salt water, it spouted up 20 
feet in the air* The quantity made at present at these wprks, is from 
200,000 to 300,000 bushels annually. It is, indeed, a kind and a won- 
iderful provision of Providence, that such an ample and easy supply of an 
article so important and indispensible, should have been thus boimtifuUy 
supplied by nature, at such remote distances from the sea. 

Chief Towns, Wellsburgh, formerly called Charlestown, is the county 
seat of Brooke county. It is handsomely situated on a high bank of the 
Ohio. It contains 100 houses, a court house, jail, post office, academy, 
a number of inns, several stores, and two or three large ware houses, 
from which are shipped large quantities of flour for tlie market at New 
Orleans. There are a number of valuable merchant mills in this vicinity? 
that ship their flour from this place. It is a place of considerable em- 
barkation on the Ohio* Some considerable manufactures of glass and 
earthen or stone ware are carried on here. It is situated 50 miles south- 
west from Pittsburgh. 

Wheeling, the county town for Ohio county, is situated on a high and 
gravelly, but alluvial banit of the Ohio, a little above the mouth of 
Wheeling Creek. The town is surrounded by bold and precipitous 
hills, which are generally covered with a fine verdure, and contain inex- 
haustible quantities of pit coal. These hills come in so near the river, as 
to leave rather a small area for the town. The great national road from 
Baltimore terminates here; or rather is continued on the opposite side of 
the Ohio. Stages and public roads connect it with Pittsburgh. It is the 
first town on the Ohio where certam embarkation, in small flats or keels 
may be calculated upon in low stages of the water. It has a fine sur- 
rounding country. There is a great deal of rich land back of it, along 
Wheeling Creek. These circumstances, united to its favorable position 
on the Ohio, impart many advantages to Wheeling. Of course, few 
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towns on tlie Ohio have grown more rapidly. A number of mail stages 
arrive and depart here; and its situation in regard to the Ohio, and the 
national road, cause, tliat it is a place of great and constant resort for 
travellers. It has a court house, jail, banking house, a Presbyterian and 
Methodists church, a market house, a book store, a printing office, a Lan- 
castrian academy, a library, and a number of inns, some of them highly 
respectable. It has a lai^e number of stores and commission ware 
houses, 600 dwelling houses, and 5,1 1 1 inhabitants. It has manufactories 
of cotton, glass, earthen ware, and a number of considerable establish- 
ments of mechanical fabrics of the common kinds. Flat and keel boats 
are built here; and recently a number of steam boats of the first class* 
There are many reasons to suppose, that this place will eventually become 
one of the most considerable on the Ohio. The other villages in West 
Virginia, on the Ohio and its waters are Belleville, Point Pleasanti 
Greenville, Abingdon, Jeflfersonville, Franklin, and Jonesville* 
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Length, 250 miles. Breadth, 135. Square miles, 33,950. Acres, 
51,600,000. Between 41^ 31' and 45° 40' N. latitude; and between 5^ 
12' and 10° W. longitude. Bounded on tlie north by the straits of Mich- 
ilimackinac; ea?t by lakes Huron, St. Clair, and Erie, and their waters; 
south by Ohio and Indiana; and west by Lake Michigan. 

CIVIL DJVlSlOIffi. 



Counties. C 


^ot^ntt/ Tovms. Dist 


ance from Detn 


Barry, 






Berrien, 


Niles, 


179 miles, 


Branch, 


Bronson's Prairie, 


133 


Brown^ 


Menomonic, 




Calhoun, 






Ciiss, 


Etlwardsburgh, 


169 


Chipi)ewa, 


Sault de St. Marie, 


356 


Crawford, 


Prairie du Chein, 




Eaton, 






Hillsdale, 


Sylvanus, 


108 


Ingham, 






loway, 


Helena, 




Jackson, 


JacksonopoUs, 


n 


Kalamazoo, 


Prairie Ronde, 




Lapeer, 






Lenawee, 


Tecumseh, 


68 


Macomb, 






Michilimackinack, 


Mackinack, 


321 


Monroe, 


Monroe, 


36 


Oakland, 


Pontiac, 


26 


Sagiiiom, 






Sanilac, 






Shia cesser. 






St. Clair, 


St. Clair, 


59 


S!.J,isophs, 


White Pigeon Prairie, 




St. Marie, 






Van Buren, 






Washtenaw, 


Ann Arbour, . 


42 


Wayne, 


Detroit, 





The census of 1830 gives the population of this Tenitory aa follow: 
Whites, 30,848; Slaves 270. Total, 31,128. 
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Mchigan Territory is a large peninsula, something resembling a tri- 
angle, with its base resting upon Ohio and Indiana. Three quarters of 
its extent are surrounded by tiie great lake?, Huron and Tflichigan. It is 
generally a level country, having no mountains, and not many elevations 
that might properly be called Jiills. The centre of the peninsula is table 
land, elevated, however, not many feet above the level of the lakes, and 
sloping in every direction to them. But, ihougli the general surface of 
this territory is level, tliere is far less swampy and wet surface, than in the 
northern belt of Ohio, adjoining the lakes. The country is divided into 
nearly equal proportions of grass prairies, like those of Indiana and Ohio, 
divided into wet and dry ; and extensive and deep forests of trees of nearly 
the same classes with those in Ohio ; except, that here there is an inter- 
mixtare of white and yellow pine. A considerable belt of hnd, along 
the soathem shore of Lake Michigan is sandy and sterile; and so swept 
by the bleak and desolating gale of tlie lake, as not to promise much in the 
way of cultivation. But a great proportion of the lands of this Territory 
are of excellent quality; and it promises one day to be a populous coun- 
try. The productions are the same as those of New York. Orchards 
flourish remarkably, and this will undoubtedly become a fine fruit countiy. 

Rhers, This is a country watered by almost innumerable rivers and 
branches. From the levelness of the country, they are generally boat- 
able almost to their sources. These rivers abound in the fine fish of the 
lakes; and the fisheries on them are no inconsiderable source of supply 
to the new settlers. We can only mention a few of the most important. 

Grand River is the largest that enters Lake Michigan. It rises in 
the south-east angle of the Tenitory, and interlocks at its sources, or in 
its passage, with the waters of Raisin, Black, Mastigon, and Saganum; 
and enters the lake 20 miles north of the Raisin. It courses through 
forests and prairies abounding with game; and its bosom, at the proper 
seasons, is covered with wild fowls. Small boats reach its source, and 
by this and Huron Rivers, periogues pass from lake Michigan to lake Erie. 
It has been proposed to connect it by a canal with the Saganum of lake 
Huron. 

The St. Joseph heads in Indiana, and interlocks with Black River, St. 
Joseph's of the Miami, Eel River, and Tippicanoe of the Wabash. It has 
a strong current, and is full of islands, is beatable 150 miles, and is 20O 
yards wide at its entrance into the lake. There are most abundant fish- 
eries on it. The Raisin derives its name from the great number of grapes 
that grow on its banks. Black River, Marame, Barbue, White, Rocky, 
Beauvais, St. Nicholas, Marguerite, Monistic, Aux Sables, Lasiette, 
Grand Traverse, Thunder River, Sandy, Saganum, St. Clair, Belle, and 
fiuron am considerable itpeams that empty into the lakes. These rivers. 
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like those of the Gulf of Mexico, before they enter the lakes, expand 
into considerable basins, caused, no doubt, by the conflict between the 
current of the rivers, and the surf of the lakes, meeting in a level and 
sandy soil. In the proper season, they are covered with abundant harvests 
of wild rice; with innumerable flocks of wild fowls, that come here to 
feed upon it. 

A great many Indians still reside in this country. But the tide of 
white immigration has recently set strong this way ; and the banks of the 
Huron and the Raisin are rapidly covered with the clearings of the settlers. 
The strait of St. Clair, connecting that lake with lake Huron, is26nules 
long. It runs through a country partly prairie and partly forest. Deep 
groves of beautiful white pine are found along this strait. The strait of 
Detroit, connecting lake Erie and St. Clair is 24 miles. It is navigable 
for large vessels, is studded with islands; and one of the most beautiful 
sheets of water in the world. Its current is nearly three miles an hour. 
It receives the rivers Rouge, Ecorce, Magaugua, and Brownstown. 
Five miles above the mouth of the Rouge is a ship yard. It has excellent 
lands on its banks. South of Huron River, the river Aux Cignes, Rocky 
Creek, Aux Sables, and some other small streams enter the lake. 

Raisin derives importance from the circumstance that it is more settled 
than any river in the country, except Detroit. It has also obtained a mel- 
ancholy celebrity from the events of the late war. It has at its mouth 
extensive prairies, and wide tracts covered with wild rice. The. French 
settlements on this river are conformable to their customs in Canada, 
Missouri, and Louisiana; tliat is to say, tliey are laid out in long and 
narrow parallelograms, two or three arpens wide in front, and from 40 to 
100 arpens deep. In this way they gratify their propensity for society, 
by having the fronts of their plantations resemble a continued village. 
There are fine orchards on this river. Its banks are covered with grape 
vines, and from the abundance of its grapes it receives its name. 

Michilimackinack island is situated in the north-west angle of lake 
Huron in the straits between it and lake Michigan. It is considered 
among the most impregnable fortresses on the northern frontier. The 
British gained possession of it, during the late war. It derives its name 
from an Indian word, implying Hhe back of a tCMrtoise/ which, in its form 
of rising from the lake, it resembles. The island is 9 miles in ciicom- 
ference. The village stands on the south side of it, and on rising grounds 
back of it, the fort is situated. This is one of the most remote northern 
settlements in the United States. The fortifications are of great strength. 
The population of the island and its vicinity is about 1,000. The isl- 
ands in lake Michigan are as follows: Manitou Island, near the eastern 
coast, is six miles long and four wide. The Castor Islands extend from 
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Grand Traverse Bay nearly across the lake. Grosse Isle is five miles 
long, and from one to two wide. Bois Blanc is in front of Maiden, and 
has been possessed by the British ; and is one of the points of territory 
in question between our government and theirs. The bays on the east 
side of lake Michigan, are Sable and Grand Traverse. Tliose on the 
Huron coast are Thunder and Sagana. The last is 40 miles in e.xtent in 
one direction, and from 8 to 12 in the other. Maumee Bay resembles a 
lake; and is situated at the mouth of Maumee River. It is 18 miles in 
circumference. In the interior of this territory are great numbers of 
small lakes and ponds, from which the rivers have their sources. The 
strait, which connects lake Huron and lake Michigan, is called Lac des 
niinois, is 15 miles long, of an elliptical figure, and subject to a tide, 
which has sensible fluxes and refluxes. The Indians that reside in this 
territory are chiefly the following: Ottawas, Miaraies, Pottawattomies, 
Chippeways, and Wyandots. By difierent treaties they have made c^- 
sions of the greater part of the lands in this territory to the United States. 
They still retain considerable tracts of fine country; and have many 
reservations and villages, even among the settlements. Some of them 
have made no inconsiderable advances in cultivation, and the arts of 
civilized life. Most of the converts to Christianity in this region profess 
to be Roman Catholics. The Protestants have recendy established mis- 
sionary stations and schools among them. The savages of this region 
suflered much during the late war; and their numbers are clearly dimin- 
ishing. 

The climate of tliis region, in consequence of its being level, and pen- 
insular, and surrounded on all sides but the south with such immense 
bodies of water, is more temperate and mild than could be expected from 
its laHtude. The southern parts have mild winters, and the spring opens 
as early as in any part of the United States in the same latitude. The 
position of the northern parts must subject it to a Canadian temperature. 
The winter commences here early in Novtmber; and does not terminate 
except with the end of March. At Detroit, in 1818, the mean heat 
of January was 2^1°, and in 1820 the mean heat of July was 69<^, of 
December 27^. At Mackmack, the most northern settlement in the 
United States, the mean heat of October >vas 45<^ ; of November 32°; 
and of December 2P. 

Agriculture^ Manufactures, Exports, S^^r. The eastern parts of this 
territory, from various circumstances, became first settled. Withm the 
few last years a great mass of immigrants have begun to spread them- 
selves over this fine and fertile country. Situated, as it is, betwet^n the 
west, the south, and the east, witli greater facilities for extensive inland 
water communication, than any other country on tlie globe, with a fertile 
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soil, of which millions of acres are fit for the plough, with a 
healthful climale, and with a concurrence of circumstance?, inviting 
northern population, there cau be no doubt, that it will soon take its place 
as a state, and rival its western sister states. Wheat, Indian com, oats, 
barley, buck wheat, potatoes, turnips, peas, apples, pears, plums, cherries 
and peaches are raised easily and in abundance. It is a country more 
favorable to cultivated grasses tlian the western country. In short, it is 
peculiarly fitted for northern fanners. No inland country, according to 
its age, population, and circumstances, ha3 a greater trade. A number 
of steam boats and lake vessels are constantly plying in Ibis trade, which 
is with Mackinack, Detroit, Chicago, and Ohio. The amount of foreign 
exports, in 1821, was 53,290 dollars. 

Chief Towns. Detroit is the political metropolis, and the only town 
of much size in the territory. It is situated on the western Lank of tiie 
river Detroit, 18 miles above Maiden in Canada, and 6 miles below the 
outlet of lake St. Clair. The banks are 20 feet above the highest waters 
of tiie river. The plain on which it is built is beautiful, and the position 
altogether delightful and romantic. The streets are wide and the houses 
are of stone, brick, frame and logs; and some of them make a very showy 
appearance. Three of the principal streets run parallel with the river, 
and are crossed at right angles by six principal cross streets. Several 
whar\'es project into the river. The United States'* wharf is 140 feet 
long, and a vessel of 400 tons burthen can load at its bead. The public 
buildings are a council house, state house, United States'* store, Presby- 
terian church, a Roman Catholic chapel, and some other public buildings. 
There are a number of stores, and others building. Reiits and the value 
of lots are rising; and tlie town exhibits marks of rapid po[>iilation aud 
improvement. It was almost entirely consumed by lire, in 1806; and tlie 
appearance of the new town is much superior to the old one. It is a 
place of great ajid constant resort of the Indians; and here the greatent 
numbers and the fairest sample of the northern tribes are seen. Though 
the lake boatmen, the courcurs dv boisy and the huntsman of the northern 
wilderness are not exactly the Bcdowin Arabs, and the fri^^htful scare-crows 
that Volney has described, it must be admitted that living in the wuods, being 
expostjd lo the heats »ind colds of ihe chmatc, and rovving (»n the rivers 
and lakes under the direct niys of the sun, arc tiii:i<»s not favorable to 
complexion and apponaiu.o; aiiu Dtlroit con show many inhabitants 
siiflicientiv outrt' in 'u'lCii' c stume.uK^ vvli'.» have notiimg in their appear- 
ance to rtHoiijiKMiil lliem. ia^pcctublo sch( ols are now established here. 
A public journal issues from the press. Libraries are in contemplation. 
It must continue to increase with the inilux ';f inunio rants, and the ex- 
ten^:ion of back settlements. It is tito chief oepitof the shipping of the 
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hkes. A steam boat plies between it and Buffalo. The operation of the 
Erie Canal has been favorable to the business and importance of this 
town, and of the whole country. The finishing of tlie Ohio Canal will 
still farther enhance its business and prosperity. Detroit is evidently 
destined to become a considerable town. The population exceeds 2,000. 
The one half of these are French, the other half Americans; with a con- 
siderable sprinkling of foreigners from various countries. The other 
villages that have received names, are Mount Clement, Brownstown, 
Monroe, Lawrenceville, Frenchtown, and the New Settlement. 

Crovemment. This is upon the common plan of the territorial gov- 
ernments. But it is easy to see that this territory will soon be in a con- 
dition to claim admission into the confederacy of the states. Every tiang 
is yet in the commencement. The usual provisions are made for roads; 
and the country is so level that it will easily be susceptible of good ones. 
At present transport and passage are almost entirely by water, for which 
this country furnishes greater facilities than any other of the same extent 
in the United Slates. Detroit is comparatively an ancient place. The 
French plantations along Detroit River exhibit the aspect of a continued 
village. They are laid out in the usual manner, 2 or 3 arpens in front 
by 40 or 80 arpens deep. The mansions have that foreign and interesting 
aspect, that French buildings and establishments naturally have to the 
American eye. They are embowered in ancient and beautiful orcbaidB. 
All have the appearance of comfort; and some of them of splendor and 
opulence. There are few landscapes more interesting, few water excur- 
sions more delightful, than that from Detroit to the lakes ; along this 
broad, cool, and transparent river, studded with islands, and alive with 
fishes; in view of this continuous line of French houses and orchards, 
on either bank of the river. The French here have their customary 
national manners. They live in ease and abundance in the forests, and 
take very little thought about education or in^Uectual improvement. 
But every thing has changed in this region since it has become subject to 
the free institutions of the United States. A corporate body, styled the 
'University of Michigan,' has been formed. They have power to institute 
Colleges, Academies, and public Schools. The march of im|»ovemenl 
in this and in all respects is rapid. 

HUtory, Michigan was originally comprised in the North- Western 
Territory. French missionaries were settled here as early as 1648. 
Detroit was founded by the French, in 1670. In 1763, this country, 
along with other possessions conquered from the French, came under the 
government of Great Britain. At the close of the Revolutionary War it 
became part of the territory of the United States. But the British goT- 
emment held possession of the military posts in it until 1796. In 1805 
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the country was formed in a distinct territorial government. On the 
breaking out of the late war, this country became the theatre of part of 
its operations. Mackinack was captured by tlie British; and Chicago 
surrendered to the savages. The disastrous and humiliating aflair of the 
surrender of Detroit, by general Hull, occurred soon after; and the 
British held possession, of it a year. The signal victory over the Briti^ 
fleet on lake Erie, and the subsequent defeat of the forces under general 
Proctor, by general Harrison, changed the tide of success; and Michigan 
again passed into the hands of the United States It is now one of the 
principal points of immigration. 

Sketches of the lakes and the river Niagara, Alttiough the terri- 
tory of Michigan, and the lakes may not be considered as belonging to 
the great valley of the Mississippi, yet we have considered them as the 
external north-eastern limits of that prodigious basin. They evidently 
msak a part of its grand features. The lakes every were exhibit marks 
of having been formerly much higher, than they now are, and vast allu- 
vial tracts, bey<md their present limits indicate, tliat their waters covered 
a much greater extent of country, than at present. It scarcely admits a 
doubt, that by the Illinois and other tributaries of the Mississippi in that 
direction, the lakes discharged from the western extremity of lake 
Michigan into the Mississippi. Every person, that has traversed the up- 
per courses of the Illinois, remarks that the water line on the blufis indi- 
cates the floods of the river, to have been twenty feet above its highest 
present elevation. These vast bodies of fresh water, then, formerly dis- 
charged from one extremity into the gulph of Mexico; and from the other, 
into that of the St. Lawrence. Even now, as we have already remaric- 
ed, a few feet of excavation would empty them anew into the Blinoid. 
These internal seas of fresh water therefore belong to the arrangement of 
the great Mississippi basin; and require a brief descriptiou, in order that 
we may mark the magnificent northern outline of the country, we have 
been describing. 

Whatever theories may be adopted to explain the phenomena of recent 
submersion, that are seen over all the western country, little doubt can 
exist, that these lakes are the pools, that remain, as mementos of the 
extent of the agents employed in that work. They display a feature in 
the conformation of our country, that has no other parallel on the globe. 
They seem to be generally beyond the reach of prairies. Boundless 
fbrests encircle them. Their vast extent, the fierce and untamed char- 
acter of the wandering hordes, that have hunted, fought and fished 
around them for unknown age s, the terror of the winters, that mle 
these r^ions of ice and stomas, for so great a part of the year, the 
precipitous crags of secondary formation, that line their southern shoies' 



Digitized by 



Google 



440 MICHIGAN TERIUTORY. 

and the black masses of primilivo frranile, tluit rise lo impassable heights 
on the north, iho i-cmotenpss of tlieir extent beyond fixed human habita- 
tions, and alniosl beyond the stretch of the inri<j[inalion, have comiected 
with ti'cni 05-o."iated ideo3 of loneliness, ^riandeur and desolation. A 
line drawn throuj^h llie <Mnitre of all these lakes, beginning with Ontario, 
and ending with the Lake of the Woods w ould be not far short of a Jine^ 
that would measure the Atlantic. Their waters are uniformly deep, 
cold, pure, and tran<?parent. They repose upon beds of granite. They 
have oreat abundance of line fish. The country north of lake Superior 
an<l the lake of the Woods i? one of stufN-ndous cataracts, impassable 
swamps and morasses, m^^hing rivers, often confined in precipitous 
channels of black ;i:*anitc, exhibiting an asjnjct^ which would chill the 
heart of any one, exe«'pt a s?\nge hunter, fishernrm, or ronreur du hais^ 
in the descrij)iion , inu(h more in traversing it. We liave a faithful and 
interacting n<count of these dnary ngions in the narrative of major 
LoiigV second e\pediut)n. 

This cliani commences on the north-e::st with lake OntTrio. its 
extent is INt) by '10 rniles. At its enrtern extremity it is a group of 
islands, known by tlie name of the *thoiis:uid islands.' From this hike 
we ascend by a strait, called Niagara river, i mile in avarage width, very 
swift and deep, and ♦*](> miles long to lake Eri(?. This is a broad and 
beautiful sheet of water, ennully transparent with the former, but falling 
short of it in genernl depth. Its extent is 230 by !'> rniles. In various 
central positions on this lake, the voyager is out of sight of land, as on 
mid ocean. It embos(»ms a number of considerable islands. Ascending 
still farther west, we find another strait, as the French word Detroit 
imports. It connects lake K-io v itb lake St. Clair, and is 27 miles in 
lenotL. Lake tit Chir is niiofiier <kar and beautiful basin of water, 30 
miles in diamett^r. The strait l,etween this hike and Huron is 32 miles 
in lengtli, and three-quarters of a mile in breadtJi, with a deep end rapid 
(unent. Lake lluro.i is tl;e serond on the continent in size, being 220 
by ^W) in extent. It has the usual cold, transparent and d€H3p waterSj is 
sttidded widi many island.s, and of a depth to he every where navigated 
by the lar<?est vessels. At it«5 weslcrn extremity, by the straits of Michi- 
lunackinack, it communicates with the singular lake, Michigan. Tlus 
Jake seems to be a kind of episode in the great chain, not ap|x^aring 
necessary for tlie expansion or convey.-^ nee of the waters collected above 
in lake Su|)e/ior. It is wlioily in the limit.- of the Unitc<l States, while 
half of the rest pertains to the doniin'rn« of (ifeat Britain h^' extent is 
301) by ^ii> miles. It vef eives 40 consic'erablo rjvei-s, has valuable fisljer- 
les of sturgeon and while fish, and €mbosom'=' some uilan*i towards its 
northern extremity. 
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Returning to lake Huron wo find it connected with lake Superior by 

a strait 27 miles in length. The current of this river is shallow, rapid, 

and rendered difficult of navigation by huge masses of rock. Lake 

Superior is by far the largest collection of fresh waters on the globe, 

being 350 by 100 miles in extent, and reputed nearly 1,500 miles in 

circumference. The water is transparent, and deeper and colder, than 

any of the rest. The shores, especially the northern, are walled with 

frowning and lofty precipices of granite rock. All the lakes abound, and 

this mere than the rest, wiih fine fish. They consist of differt kinds of 

trout, all of them delicious, sturgeon, pike, pickerel, musk: > -^^^ carp, 

bass, herrings, 6cc.^ and the best kind of all, white fish, which is found 

in this lake in greater perfection, tlian in either of the rest. It embo' 

soms some large islands. The principal rivers, that discharge themselves 

into it, are Michipicoten, St. Louis, Nipegon and Pic. Beyond this lake, 

and stretching still farther to the north-west, towards the frozen regions 

of Red River of the north, and the Arctic sea, is the long and narrow 

Lake of the Woods, apparently the Ultima Tkide of our continent. 

These lakes, from the circumstance, that their waters possess less specific 
gravity than that of the ocean, and the comparative slmllowness of their 
beds, and it mny be from other causes, when swept by the winds, raise 
waves, if not so extensive and mountainous, more rough and dangerous, 
than those cf the soa. It has been repeatedly asserted, that they have 
septennial fluxes and refluxes. From the silence of the recent, and intel- 
ligent travellers, that have explored them, touching a fact so very striking, 
we should be led to doubt it. [t has been afiirmed, also, that they have 
perceptible diurnal tides. We douLt this also; for were it even true, that 
the same causes, wliich raise tides in the sea, operated perceptibly here, 
the surface that could be operated upon, is so small, compared with that 
of the ocean, that any general movement of the water would be so arrest- 
ed by capes, points, islands, and headlancis, that such a uniform result, 
as a diurnal tide, could hardly be calculated to take place in any sensible 
degree. 

The waters of the lakes, in many instances collected from the same 
niarphes, as exist at the sources of the Mississippi, filtered through 
oozy swamps, and numberless fields of wild rice, where the shaUow and 
stagnant mass, among this rank and compact vegetation, becomes slimy 
and unpolable, as soon as they find their level in the deep beds of the 
lakes, lose their dark and red color, and their swampy taste, and become 
as transparent almost as air. When the lakes sleep, the fishes can be 
seen sporting at immense depths below. The lower strata of the wat^ 
sever gain the temperature of summer. A bottle sunk an hondiied 6et 
in lake Superior, and filled at that depth, feels, when it cemes np^ at if 
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filled with ice water. Imagination can not but expatiate in IraTeraing 
the lofty precipices, the pathless morasses, and the dark and inhospitable 
forests of these remote and lonely oceans of fresh water, where the tempests 
have raged, and the surges have dashed for countless ages, unwitnessed 
except here and there at tlie distance of an hundred leagues by a few 
red skinSf or more recently, Canadian coureurs du hoit^ scrambling over 
the pracipices to fish, or paddling their periogues in agonies of terror 
to find shelter in the little bays from the coming storm. 

Hundreds of rivers, though none of great length, discharge themselves 
into theso' inland seas. Situated as they are in a climate, generally 
remarkable for the dryness of its atmosphere, they must evaporate incon- 
ceivable quantities of water. It has been commonly supposed, that the 
Niagara, their only visible drain, does not discharge a tenth part of the 
waters and melted snows, which they receive. They spread such an 
immense surface, and have so much of the grand levelling power of the 
ocean, that neither 'they, nor their outlet, the St Lawrence, have any 
thing of that flood and subsidence, that form such a distinguishing feature 
in the Mississippi and its waters. Hence, too, the Niagara has little of 
marked alluvial character in common with the Mississippi. It roils down 
its prodigions volume of waters, alike uninfluenced by droughts, or rains^ 
by the heat and evaporation of summer, or the accumulated snows and 
ices of winter. 

Will the shores of these vast and remote waters be ever settled, except 
by a few wandering trappers, fishermen and savages? Shoals of immi- 
grants firom the did world are continually landing at Quebec and Montreal. 
Upper Canada is becoming populous. Wave is propelled beyond wave. 
Much of the country on the shores of the lakes is of an inhospitable and 
sterile character, never to be cultivated. There are, also, along their 
shores and tributary waters, sheltered vallies and large extents of fertile 
soil, sufficient for numerous and populous settlements. It is an inexpli, 
cable part of the composition of human nature, that men love to congre. 
gate and form the most populous cities and settlements in northern and 
inheritable climes, rather than in the country of the banana and the pine 
apple. The astonishing advance of population and improvement, both 
on the American and British side of the country, has caused that the 
bosoms of the remotest lakes have been whitened with the sails of com* 
merce. The smoke of the passing steam boats is seen rising in columns 
among their green islands. The shores have echoed with the exploding 
cannon of conflicting fleets. The northern forests of Ohio have alieadj 
■een the red cross of a hostile squadron giving place to the stan amd 
*^p€s. Roads are constructing to reach their shores. Canals are ex- 
cavating to connect the whole extent of this vast chain with the Atlantic 
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and the Gulf of Mexico. Is it too sanguine to predict, that within the 
compass of a century their shores will count an hundred populous towns, 
where senates will debate and poets sing? That every nook of them will 
be visited by vessels and steam boats, and connected by roads and mail 
routes, and that the fisheries on them will become as much an object of 
national importance, as are now tliose of Newfoundland? 

It is out of our plan to describe the rivers, that empty into these 
lakes. But we shall notice the St. Lawrence, the next largest in North 
America to the Mississippi, and the counterpoise and rival of that mighty 
stream. Commencing his course for another ocean, and moving off in 
an opposite direction, he seems proudly determined to resemble his mighty 
rival in nothing, but in bearing oiT the tribute of waters from a world. 
The former is continually swelling or subsiding; and in his spring floods, 
moving with a front many leagues in width, he has no resemblance to his 
autumnal course in a deep channel, and winding by beaches and sand- 
bars. His alluvial forests are wide and dark, with a vegetation of surpas- 
sing grandeur. His sides are marly and crumbling, and his bottom is 
oozy and of slinoe. His turbid waters, when united with those of the sea 
discolour it for 50 miles from its mouth. 

The other is perpetually the same, steady, full, clear, and his current 
always sweeping. His bed is worn in strata of stone. His banks rise 
at once to the primitive soil. Bluffs of rock impend his course. Forests 
in their season beautifully verdant, but bearing the more healthy, stinted 
and sterile character of the north, the larch, the pine and the white bircb| 
bend over his waters, and before he meets the sea, vision can scarcely 
reach the opposite shore. 

At the point, -where this river issues from lake Erie, it assumes the 
name of Niagara. It is something more than three quarters of a mile in- 
width, and the broad and powerful current embosoms two islands; one 
of them, Grand Isle, the scat of Mr. Noah's famous Jewish colony, con- 
taining eleven thousand acres, and the otlier. Navy island, opposite to the 
British village of Chippeway. Below this island the riveV again becomes 
an unbroken sheet, a mile in width. For a half a mile below it seems to 
be waxing in wrath and power. Were this rapid in any other place, itself 
would be noted, as one of the sublimest features of river scenery. Along 
this rapid, the broad and irresistible mass of rolling waters is not entirely 
whitened, for it is too deep to become so. But it has something of that 
curling and angry aspect, which tlie sea exhibits, when swept by the first 
bursts of a tempest. The momentum may be conceived, when we are 
instructed, that in half a mile the river has a descent of 50 feet. A col- 
umn of water, a mile broad, 25 feet deep, and propelled onward by the 
weight of the surplus waters of the whole prodigious basin of the lakes, 
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rolling down this rapid declivity, at length pours over Ihe cataract, as i£ 
falling to the central depths of the earth. Instead of sublimity, the first 
feeling excited by tJiis stupendous c^itaract is amazement. The mind 
accustomed only to ordinary pliennmena and common exhibitions o^ 
power, feels a revulsion and recoil from the new train of thought and 
feeling, forced in an instant upon it. There is hardly sufficient coolness 
for distinct impressions; much less for calculations. We witness the 
white and terrific sheets — for an island on the very verge of the cataract, 
divides the fall — descending more than 150 feet into the abyss below. 
We feel the earth trembling under our feet. The deafening rpar fills 
our ears. The spray, painted with rainbows, envelopes us. We imagine 
the fathomless caverns, which such an impetus, continued for ages, has 
worn. Nature arrays herself before us,, in this spectacle, as an angry 
and irresistible power, that has broken away from the beneficent control 
of Providence. When we have gazed upon the spectacle and heard the 
roar until the mind has recovered from its amazement, we believe 
the first obvious thought in most minds is a shrinking comparison 
of the littleness and helplessness of man, and the insignificance of his 
pigmy efforts, when measuring strength with nature. Take it all in all, 
it is one of the most sublime and astonishing spectacles, seen on our 
globe. The eye distinctly measures the amount of the mass, and we 
can hardly avoid thinking with the peasant, that the waters of the upper 
world must shortly be drained down the cataract. But the stream con- 
tinues to pour down, and this concentered and impressive symbol of the 
power of Omnipotence proclaims his majesty through the forests from 
age to age. 

An earthquake, the eruption of a volcanic mountain, the conflagration 
*of a city, are all spectacles, in which terror is the first and predominant 
emotion. The most impressive exertion of human power is only seen in 
the murderous and sickening horrors of a conflict between two mighty 
armies. These, too, are transient and contingent exhibitions of sublim- 
ity. Bat after tve have stood an hour at the foot of these falls, after the 
eye has been accustomed to look at them without blenching, after the ear 
has become familiarized with the deafening and incessant roar, when (he 
mind begins to calculate the grandeur of the scale of operations upon 
which nature acts, then it is that the entire and unmingled feeling of sub- 
limity rushes upon it, and this is, probably, the place on the whole globe, 
where it is felt in its most unmixed simplicity. 

It may be, that the beautiful and romantic country between Erie and 
Ontario receives a richer colouring from the imagination, excited strongly 
to action by dwelling on the contiguity of the great lakes, and the deep 
thunder of the falls heard in the distance. Remembrances of the bloody 
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field of Bridgewater will be naturally awakened by this view. Be the 
cause what it may, every one approaches the falls, finding Ihe scenery and 
accompaniments just what they should be. Every one finds this to be 
the very place where the waters of the upper world should pour upon the 
lower. We have figured to ourselves the bloody struggle of Bridgewater 
by the uncertain intervals of moonlight, and the feelings with which the 
combatants must have listened to the deafening and eternal roar of the 
cataract, which became audible whenever the crash of the cannon was for 
a moment suspended. Must it not have sounded as the voice of nature, 
mocking in her own sublime irony, the feeble and the mad wrath of man, 
in attempting these murderous and momentary imitations of her thunder 
and her power! 

The Rideau Canal connects Lake Ontario with the river Ottawas and 
Quebec. The number of vessels employed on the lakes Erie, Huron and 
Michigan is 53, beside steam boats, which make casual trips to Green Bay 
and Fond du Lac. The Welland Canal 38 n^iles long and 10 feet deep, 
with 30 locks overcoming 360 feet connects Lake Erie by schooner navi- 
gation with Lake Ontario. 
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Nbablt 500 miles in length, and 400 in breadth. Between ASP SO', 
and 490 N. latitude^and lO^^ 31', and 18^ SO', W. longitude. Bounded 
east by Lake Michigan ; north by Lake Superior and the British poases- 
sions; west' by the Mississippi, and a line drawn from its source to the 
northern boundary, which separates it from Missouri Territory. The most 
accurate account of this country is to be found in Long^s second expedi- 
tion. It is generally a hilly country, with the exception of extensive level 
prairies. At the western extremity of Lake Superior are the Cabotian 
Mountains; and near the mineral district the Smoky Mountains. In 
some of its features, this country resembles Missouri Territory; but has 
greater proportions covered with wood. The chief rivers, except the 
Mississippi, are Ouisconsin River, Fox, Chippeway, St. Croix, Rum, St. 
Francis, and Savanna of the Mississippi; Grand Portage, Ontonagon, 
Montreal, Mauvaise, Bois brule, St Louis, and nearly 50 smaller streams 
are waters of Lake Superior. Riviere la Phtie falls into the Lake of 
the Woods. None of the lake rivers have a course of more than 150 
miles, and few more than 50 miles. 

The largest river of the Mississippi in this Territory, is Ouisconsin, 
which rises in the northern interior of the country, and interlocks with 
the Montreal of Lake Superior. It has a course of between 3 and 400 
miles, has a shallow and rapid current, which is, however, generally boat- 
able in good stages of the water, and is 800 yards wide at its mouth. 
There is a portage of only half a mile between this and Fox River. It 
is over a level pmirie, across which, from river to river, there is a water 
communication for periogues in high stages of the water. 
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Fox River has a course of 360 miles. It runs through Winnebago 
Lake. It has a fine country on its banks, with a salubrious climate. 
Chippeway is a considerable river of the Mississippi, and enters it just 
below Lake Pepin. It is half a mile wide at its mouth, and has commu- 
nications, by a short portage, with Lake Superior. A canal of 6 miles, 
over a perfectly level plain, could connect this river with the preceding, 
and furnish steam boat navigation from Buffalo to the Mississippi. 

This is a fine region for hunters. In the upper part of the country 
bufi&los, elk, bears and deer are common. Beavers, otters, and musk rats 
are taken for their furs. The trappers and savages roam over immense 
prairies in pursuit of their objects. In some parts of it the soil is fertile. 
White and yellow pine, and white birch are common among the forest 
trees. All the water courses, ponds and marshes are covered with wild 
rice, which constitutes a considerable part of the nourishment of the in- 
habitants. The head waters of the Mississippi are estimated to be 1,330 
feet above the level of the sea. 

It is a country abundant in minerals. In it are found great quantities 
of the ierre vertCj or green earth, lead, copper and iron. The lead mine 
district is in the lower part of the country, between Rock River and the 
Ouisconsin. On Fever River are the chief establishments of the present 
miners, and the mines ave probably as rich and as abundant as any in the 
world. It has been asserted, for half a century, that great quantities of 
native copper are found along the northern shore of Lake Superior. On 
the Ontagon are great quantities of pure copper in detached masses. A 
single mass is estimated to weigh 3,000 pounds. More recent and inteU 
ligent travellers have not realized the expectations that have been raised in 
respect to finding this metal. But lead and iron are found in variooB 
places; and sufiicient indications of the existence of mines of copper. 

The southern parts of this extensive region possesses a climate com- 
paratively mild, and not much unlike tliat of the northern belt of Missouri. 
At the Falls of St. Anthony the summers are temperate; and the winters 
extremely cold. The sources of the Mississippi are in a region severely 
inclement. At St. Peters, in 1820, the mean temperature of January 
was zero, a degree of cold not felt in any part of the United States that 
is much settled. The summer was temperate, and the atmosphere beau- 
tifully serene. Even at Prairie du Chien, though much more temperate, 
the winters are very severe. The following table is selected from Mr. 
ScboolcraA. 
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Average Prenai&ng 

Place, Date. temperature. winds. 

Air Water. 

Detroit, May 15 to 24 61° 00<^ N. E. 

River St. Clair, 24 27 51 52 N. W, 

Lake Huron, 28 to June 6 51 51 N. W. 

Mackinack, June 7 to 13 55 00 S. E. 

Mackinack to Lake Superior, 13 18 66 00 S. W. 

Lake Superior, 19 27 66 58 N.W. 

Ontonagon River, 28 30 80 73 N.W. 
Water of Lake Superior, 66 

^du^r^'^^'^''^''"'' 1 ^"^y 1 to 6 64 . 61 S.W 



Between Fond du Lac and I ^ ^^ ^^ p^^ 

Sandv Lake,* ) 

At Sandy Lake, 17 24 73 



^'Petere,"'^^^^^^''^^* i 25 to Aug. 1 69 S.W. 

Chicago,' January, 15 N. W. &S.W. 

February, 32 S.W. 

March to 15, 29 ^N.E. 

Note. — On the 19th July, near the Falls of Packagama, the elevation 
being 1,200 feet above the level of the sea, "the night was so cold that 
the water froze upon the bottoms of the canoes, and they were encrusted 
with a scale of ice of the thickness of a knife bitde. The thermometer 
stood at 36^ at sun-rise. There had been a heavy dew during the night, 
which was succeeded by a dense fog in the morning, and the forenoon re- 
mained cloudy and chilly." 

Green Bay Settlement is situated at the outlet of Fox "River, and con- 
tains 952 inhabitants. A few miles up Fox River of this Bay in a most 
romantic position, is an interesting Episcopal Missionary establishment. 
There «re two or three other incipient establishments of hunters and 
trappers. Prairie du Chien is a considerable village. There are flour 
milb near it. It is a place of importance as an outfit from the Lower 
Mississippi to the upper waters. It is situated near a beautiful prairie. 
The position of the village has been recently inundated. Most of the 
permanent inhabitants have Indian blood in their veins. At certain sea- 
sons of the year it is populous, bustling and busy. Curious modes of 
justice and of despatching business have been adopted here by prescrip- 
tion. The inhabitants in this village and settlement amount to 492. 
Frequent voyages are made from St. Louis to this place in keel boats. 
The richest copper mines, and large masses of pure copper are found 
here. One-third of the land is fit for farming, and one-sixth v^ell tim- 
bered. 



"^The distance from Fond du Lac to Detroit is t,iOO miles. 
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This vast region has hitherto been politically connected with Michigan 
Territory ; but as that Territory has as distinct geographical limits as any 
state in the Union, and this region is only connected with that by circum- 
stances of a temporary nature, it is evident that this country ought to be 
viewed, at least geographically, as a Territory by itself. 

Prairie du Chien, Cassville, and Green Bay are the largest villages, and 
the whole population is rated at 16,000. Three thousand immigrants for 
this country passed through Buffalo in a single week* 

A correspondent of the Buffalo Journal gives an agreeable picture of 
that portion of this Territory, which has been lately ceded to government 
by the Menomenee Indians, and in which he had just made an excursion. 
The tract reserved to the Indians, of 500,000 acres, is also a fine body of 
land, containing very extensive and fertile meadows along the Fox River, 
with woodlands ©f good timber in which there is no underbrush. The 
writer proceeded 38 miles from Green Bay up the Fox River to Winne- 
bago Lake, passing rapids whose whole descent is about 100 feet. The 
river is 90 yards wide, its bed a lime stone rock, the banks from 50 to 150 
feet high. The water power is of course adequate to naove any machinery. 
Doty^s Island, in the outlet of the lake, contains 400 acres heavily tim- 
bered. The bank of the lake itself is covered with trees of a height aiMi 
diameter indicating the nature of the soil, which is a black loam, rich and 
deep. The Cliff, so called, is a mountain 300 feet above the level of 
the lake, presenting a picturesque prospect. The main roads leading 
from Green Bay to Chicago, Oubconsin, Portage, the Lead Mines, and 
Galena, will probably pass this point. Beyond this the mountain recedes 
three or four miles from the shore, forming a valley 15 miles in length, of 
as fertile land as can be found in the United States; terminating to the 
south in a dry prairie called Cass Plains. These plains contain 25,000 
acres of rich land, which are already cleared by nature for the plough; 
and they extend to the Manitoovoc River. Soon after begin the prairies, 
which run with scarcely any timber, to the Mississippi. In the whole 
distance, near 100 miles, passed by the writer, the land seems to be of 
the kind and aspect just described, namely, rich prairie, vrith occasional 
growths of fine timber, equally indicative of fertility. A road frc«n the 
mouth of Fond du Lac River to Galena would be of great advantage to 
the mines, and a direct route for one might be followed at a trifling ex- 
pense. It would facilitate the transpcMrtation of property from New York 
by the canal and the lakes* 



67 
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LxNOTH, 900 miles; breadth, 800. Between 36o SO' N. latitude, an<( 
130 40' and 85° 10' W. longitude. Bounded by the British possessions 
on the north; east by the North-West Territory, Illinois, and Missouri ; 
south and south-west by the territories of the Mexican Republic; west 
by the Rocky Mountains. No writers have given such striking, general 
fiews of this country as the gentlemen of Long's first expedition. 

The belt of country partially wooded, extends generally from 2 to 400 
miles west of the Mississippi and its waters. There commences that 
ocean of prairies, that constitutes so striking and impressive a feature in 
the vast country beyond the Mississippi and Missouri. This vast country 
is for the most part a plain, more or less covered with grass, in great ex- 
tents; in other extents almost a moving sand. It is pastured, and trodden 
by conntless numbers of buffaloes, elk, and other wild animals that graze 
upon iU In some places, as on the Missouri, spurs of the mountains are 
aicountered long before we reach the main ridge. In other places, as at 
the outlet of the Arkansas from the mountains, these mountains spring 
np, as the eternal barriers of the plains, directly from their base. One 
mountain is distinguishable from all the rest. We have wished that it 
might be denominated Mount Pike, from the name of the intrepid and 
adyenturous traveller, who gave us the first account of it. Its black sides 
and hoary summit are a kind of sea mark at immense distances over the 
plain. It elevates its gigantic head, and frowns upon the sea of verdure, 
and the boundless range of bufialoes below, taking its repose, solitary and 
detached from the hundred mountains apparently younger members of th» 
hxnilj^ which shrink with filial awe at a distance firom it. 
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The Rocky Mountains commence in the unexplored regions to the 
north-west of the United States; and ranging across the sources of the 
Missouri, the Roche Jaune, Pialte, Arkansas, and Red River, in the 
Mexican States of Texas imd Coahuila, they diverge and unite with 
ihe ranges of Mexican mountains. They separate the waters of the 
great tributaries o( the Mississippi frbm those that fall into the 
Ck)lumbia, or Multnomah, the Great Lake of Bueneventura, and other 
walers of the Pacific. They have a far greater extent than the Alleghany 
Mountains, are a wider range, and for the most part run, like them, in 
paruUel ridges, though generally more ragged, detached, and broken, 
and are by no means so regular. They are, also, of a character decidedly 
mare primitive. Their black, precipitous, and frovming appearance ha« 
probably given them the name of the Rocky Mountains. Their basef 
have an elevation of between 3 and 4,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
James\ or Pikers Mountain has been given as 12,000 feet in height Af 
this vast range of mountains is as yet but very imperfectly known, there 
is little reason to doubt, that many of the peaks, when more fully explored 
and more accurately measured, will be found to approach much nearer in 
height to the highest ranges in Mexico, than has been commonly supposed. 
Most of the more elevated summits are above the point of perpetual con- 
gelation. It one respect they resemble the Alleghanies. In numerous 
places the waters that run into the Pacific, rise near those that fall into 
the tributaries of the Mississippi. Thus has nature kindly provided 
points of easy transit from the eastern to the western side of these frown- 
ing and apparently impassable barriers of nature* By communications 
of unquestionable veracity, from persons engaged in the Missouri For 
Company, we learn that following up the vallies of the sources of the 
Platte to the opposite vallies of waters, that fall into the Great Lake of 
Bueneventura, on the other side, a good road was found, and easily passsr 
ble by loaded wagons. 

The waters of this great inland sea were found by General Ashley to 
be much Salter than those of the ocean. He descended a beatable river 150 
miles to reach it. lie coasted it with canoes, and found it to be 100 miles 
long, and from 60 to 80 wide- From this lake he returned to St Louis 
in 70 days. He found game so abundant that he could have subsisted 
1,000 m^n on their whole route. The caravan crossed the mountains by 
the valley of the North Fork of the river Platte. The ascent and de- 
scent of the mountains never exceeded three degrees. Many of this 
party had been in these remote mountain-solitudes five years in perfect 
health. 

This line, when viewed at a distance, every where seems continuous, 
iron bound, and impassable. The mind recoils from the attempt as hope; 
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less, to find a way over such frowniiig and fonnidable barriers. There is 
DO doubt, that within half a century the waters of the Mississippi will be 
united with those of the western sea by navigable canals. 

What are called *The Gates of the Rocky Mountains,^ through which 
the Missouri seems to have torn itself a passage, are commonly described 
as among the sublimcst spectacles of this range of mountains. For 
nearly six miles these mountains rise in black and perpendicular masses, 
1,200 feet above the sur&ce of the river. The chasm is little more than 
150 yards wide; and the deep and foaming waters of the Missouri rush 
through the passage as if it were a cataract. The heart of the bdx>lder 
is chilled, as he contemplates, in these wild and uninhabited r^ons, this 
seeming conflict between the river and the mountains. The smooth and 
black walls of the cled rise more than twice as high as the nnmntains on 
North River, below West Point. Every passenger up North River has 
been impressed with the grandeur of that scene in the midst of amenity 
and life. What then must be the sensations of the passenger tbrougfa 
the gates of the Rocky Mountains, who witnesses the proofs of this con- 
flict of nature, in a region 300 leagues from civilizaticm and habitancyt 
Vast columns of the rock torn from the mountains, and lying along the 
river, attest the feet of this forced passage of the river through the moun- 
tains. The Black Hills, the elevated table lands between the heads of 
the Missouri and the Mississippi, called Coteau du Prairie^ the Ozark 
Mountains, and the Masseme Mountains, may all be considered as colla- 
teral ranges of the Rocky Mountains. 

The principal tributaries of the Mississippi in this Territory are River 
de Corbeau, St. Peter's Cannon, Upper loway. Lower loway, and de« 
Moines. An interesting and accurate account of St. Peter^s is given in 
Long's second expedition. It is one of the principal upper waters of the 
Mississippi, and has a course of 250 miles. It enters the Mississippi at 
the falls of St. Anthony, by a mouth 150 yards wide, and a depth of 15 
feet water. 

The principal tributaries of the Missouri are given in the following 
table: 
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Width at ouOet . 


Stqtposed 


Side on tthia 


Rivers. 


in yards. 


length. 


they enter. 


Milk River, 


150 


200 


N. 


Yellow Stone, 


297 


600 


S. 


Little Missouri, 


134 


225 


S. 


White River, 


150 


200 


w. 


Running Water, 


153 


300 


s.w. 


Jacques, 


90 


300 


N, 


Sioux, 


^110 


270 


N. 


Platte, 


600 


700 


w. 


Kansas, 


340 


550 


w. 


Grand River, 


90 


200 


N. 


Charaton, E. 


30 


150 


N. 


Charaton, W. 


70 


180 


N. 


Osage, 


397 


350 


s. 


Gasconade, 


157 


150 


s. 



Red River of the north rises near the sources of St. Peter's, and by a 
northern and winding course runs nearly 200 miles in our territorial limits, 
and then passes into the British dominions of Upper Canada, and empties 
into Lake Winnepeck. Its principal branches are Red Lake River and 
Mouse River, which latter stream rises within a mile of Fort Mandan on 
the Missouri. Red River is a broad, deep, and very interesting river, 
aboimding with fish,*and the country along its banks with elk and buffalos. 
It is on the banks of this remote stream that Lord Selkirk's very interest- 
ing colony is settled. 

The next grand tributary to the Mississippi, after the Missouri, as we 
have already^ remarked, is the Arkansas. The head waters of this river 
were first explored by Pike, and afterwards more thoroughly by Long. 
This survey reached to Bell's Springs, 38^ 32' N. latitude, and 28^ 45' 
W. longitude. Indians and hunters describe its sources to be nearly 200 
miles north-west from that point. From Bell's Springs it runs in a direc- 
tion generally south-east by its windings, 2,000 miles, and 1,200 in a 
straight direction to the Mississippi. It runs through a country where 
the traveller can often see nothing but a grass plain boundless to the 
vision* The Negracka and Grand Saline are the principal upper tribu- 
taries of the Arkansas. The lower belt of this region is of secondary 
formation. The middle belt extending from the Council Bluffs to the 
sources of the Negracka, contains lime stone and pit coal. The upper 
belt is primitive and granitic. The lead mines below Prairie du Chien 
have already been described. Blue and green earths, which the Indiana 
use aa paints, and the beautiful red pipe stone of the St. Peters have al- 
ready been mentioned. The elevations of the south-west part of this 
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region have been given as follows: Eastern limits of tlie Territory on 
Osage River, 750 feet in height. Neosho River, 1,000. Arkansas, at 
the base of James' Peak, 2,500. Summit of the peak, 11,000 feet. 

The surface and soil of this vast extent of country is different from any 
other of the same dimensions on the globe. The lower courses of all the 
rivers that enter the Mississippi from this region are wooded. In propor 
tion as we ascend towards the mountains, the wood becomes more scarce, 
and the upper tributaries of these streams run through open prairies. 
There is also a fertile belt along the banks^of all these streams; but in 
proportion as we diverge from them the land becomes more sterile and 
parched. We sometimes may travel whole days without seeing water. 
Great extents of this country may be likened to tlie great Sahara of the 
African deserts. There is, however,. in the most sterile parts, a thin 
sward of grass and herbage. Counties droves of buffaloes, elk, and deer 
range upon these vast prairies. These will, probably, in some future 
period of our national existence be replaced by herds of domestic cattle, 
and flocks of sheep, followed by moving bands of shepherds. Almost 
the whole courses of the Missouri, Platte and Yellow Stone are through 
a rich soil. Tlie same may be affirmed of Red River. The upper 
courses of the Arkansas are through the most sterile region of this ocean 
of prairies. 

Climate. In a country of such immense extent, generally level, naked 
and open, the climate must of course in a great measure correspond to 
latitude. The first climate beyond the state of Missouri and the Territory 
of Arkansas is mild and temperate. The belt beyond has nearly the 
climate of New England. Still further towards the mountains it is Ca- 
nadian. Pike and other travellers speak of encountering storms of sleet 
and hail in the summer, near the sources of the Arkansas. When the 
winds blow from the west over the summits of these mountains, and bring 
down on these vast plains the temperature of the regions of perpetual 
frost, we may of course expect such changes of temperature near their 
bases. We select the following table, as compiled by MelKsh, from the 
travels of Lewis and Clark, as conveying a synoptical view of the climate 
of this country. 
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1804. 

Sept. 19 to 30, Big Bend to 

Ricaree, lat. 4G^, 
Oct. Ricaree to ]\landan 



i 



lat. 470 30', 
Nov. Fort Mandan, 
Dec. Fort Mandan, 
1805. 

Jan. Fort Mandan^ 
Feb. Fort Mandan, 
March. Fort Mandan, 
April. Fort Mandan to 24 

miles beyond MartlmV 

River, lat. 48°. 
Mav. Martha's Rivor to 

Stone Wall Creek, lat. 

470 15', 
June. Stone Wall Creek 

to falls of Missouri, lat. 

470 15', 
July. Falls to Philosophy ) 

River, lat 45°, ] 

Aug. Philosophy River to 

the head waters of Colum- 
bia River, lat. 44°, 



ighest 


Lowest. 


Mean. 


Prevailing 
winds. 


8S0 


420 


63<^ 


B. E. & S. W. 


62 


32 


47 


N. W. & S. E. 


62 
38 


12 
—45 


34 



N.W.&S.E. 
N.W. 


36 
38 

40 


--40 

—18 
— 2 


Sk 
11 

28 


N. W. 

N. W. & S. 

N.E.&S.E- 


80 


24 


49 


N.W.S.&W, 



82 



76 



90 



91 



28 



52 



S.W. 



35 56 S. W. 

52 65 S. W. 

31 57 S. W. 



N. B. — Signifies below Zero. 



GENEILVL REMARKS. 

September 23. Tlie air remarkably dry. 

Octobers. Slight frost. 18. Hardfi-ost. 27. Went into winter quar- 
ters at Fort Mandan. 
November 9. Strong frost. 13. Much drifting ice. 30. Indians cross 

the river on the ice. 
December 5. Excessive N. W. wind. 7. River closed. 28. Strong 

wind. 
January 3. Snow 9 inches deep. 8. Snow 10 inches. 19. Ice 3 feet 

thick on the most ra])id part of the river. 
March 2. River partially ojxin. 26. Ice broke up and descended in 

immense shoals. oO. Ice floating in great quantities. 
April 1. A fine shower of rain, the first since the 15th of September. — 

The air dry and remarkably pure. 
April 4. Hard gales; scarcely any timber to shelter the countr}', and tlie 

winds blow with astonishing violence. 
April 7. Left Fort JMandan. 
April 11. Vegetation appears. 1?. A heavy dew, the first since the 

15th of September. 21. White frost. 
May 2. Violent wind; snow and vegetation intermixed. 
May 4. Snow disappeared- 9. Choke cherry in bloom. 
May 18. Wild rose m bloom. 23. Strawberries in bloom. 
May 26. The air warm, fine and dry. 
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June 27. Thunder, lightning, and hail so large that one stone was 7 

inches in circumference, and weighed 3 ounces. 
July 6. Rain, thunder, and hail; a blackbird killed by the latter. 
July 7. Near the sources of Missouri. 21. A sudden cold caused a 

difference of 59° in the thermometer in 8 hours. 

At Council Bluffs, in the summer of 1820, the greatest heat was 105^, 
and the winter's cold 22° below Zero. Same year aA St. Peters, 98° heat, 
and 30° below Zero cold. 

This country is part of the purchase of Louisiana, and has been ex- 
plored by Lewis and Clark, by Pike, and the gentlemen of Long's expe- 
dition. We have gleaned information, also, from hunters and trappers, 
who have traversed it in all directions, and who have lived long in it. It 
is inhabited by various tribes of Indians, of whom the Sioux are the most 
numerous. The whole number is estimated between 130,000 and 
140,000. 

Much important information, touching the south-west part of this vast 
region, has been recently afforded by Mr. James C. Pattie, who passed 7 
years, in trapping, on the upper waters of -the Arkansas, Platte, Yellow 
Stone, and other waters of the Mississippi, on the Helay of Rio del Norte^ 
a river before unexplored by white people, and which he ascended from 
its junction with the Del Norte to its head source. He crossed the Rocky 
Mountains in various points, and a number of times. Most of the peaks 
were found covered with perpetual snow. He descended the Rio Colo- 
rado, or Red River of California, from its source to its junction with the 
Pacific. It is a large river, with a course, by its curves, of more than 
1,000 miles; and in many of its characteristics, particularly in the extent 
of its alluvion, it resembles the Mississippi. It waters a beautiful and 
interesting country, on which not a vestige of civilized habitancy exists. 
Its whole course is through forests and prairies, and undescribed tribes of 
naked savages. He visited a salt hill not far from the sources of the 
Platte, and loaded mules with the salt, for Santa Fe. He discovered in 
the uninhabited country, ores of iron, copper, and silver in great abund- 
ance; a great variety of useful fossils, and a country altogether of a most 
interesting character. 
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l^His Territorj has been so named in the Congressional iiBCixmoim^ 
that have taken place in reference to the country. It Is a country of "hist 
extent. Its southern limits are clearly defined in our late tieaty iidth 
Spain, being on the 42d parallel to the Pacific* Our limits to the north* 
west are yet in question with those of Russia/ which claims to the 51st 
parallel. Our limits with Great Britain are the 49th parallel. It has, 
therefore, the British and Russian possessions on the north; the Pacific on 
the west; the Mexican dominions on the south, and the Territories of 
Arkansas and Missouri on the east; and may be assumed as stretching 
between 4P and 49° N. latitude, and 34° and 48* W. longitude. The 
stupendous ridges of the Rocky Mountains^ which we have already de- 
scribed, bound this country on the east. The waters that rise in the west- 
ern declivities of these mountains flow into the Columbia, the Multnomah 
and the lake Bueneventura. Most of the elevated summits of the moon-^ 
tains are above the limits of perpetual congelation. Beyond the mountain! 
the country descends by regular belts, in the form of immense terraces^ 
or descending plains, disposed regulariy, the one below the other« Be- 
yond the first plain, and between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific if 
another extensive and high chain of mountains, in which are the great 
falls of the Columbia. Still west of these, and running parallel with 
the coast, and at the distance of 150 miles, is the third and last chain. 
The peaks of all these chains are covered with perpetual snow* The 
highest peaks have been named Moimt Baker, Mount Regnier, Meant St. 
Helens, Mount Hood, and Mount Jefferson. 
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The only rivers explored in this region are the Columbia and its branches^ 
This noble river has its head waters near tliose of the Missouri . It collects 
its tribute for a wide extent along the western dividing ridges of the Rocky 
Mountains. Inunediately upon emerging from these mountains, it has 
become a broad and deep stream. Having received Clark's and Lewis^ 
Rivers, each large streams from the east, it is ah-eady 960 yards wide. 
It there forms a great southern bend, and breaks through the second chain 
of mountains* One hundred and thirty-six miles, below are the great 
falls, where the river descends in one rapid 57 feet. Below these lalls it 
winds first to the north-west, and then to the south-west, and passes through 
the third chain of mountains; where it is again compressed to the width 
of 150 yar^. Below this r^id, at 180 mil^ irom the sea, it meets the 
tide, beyond which it has a broad estuary to the sea. Sixty miles below 
the rapids, Multnomah, a very large and unexplored tributary &ll8 in 
from the north-east. The mouth of the river is in 46^ 24', and the tide 
there rises eight and a half feet. The Columbia and its tributaries 
abound in the finest salmon, which seem in fact to constitute the chief 
article of food of the savages west of the Rocky Mountains. Seals and 
other aquatic animals are taken in this river in great numbers; and the 
skins, shipped to China, constitute the chief article of trade from this 
great pver. A number of the head streams of the Missonri interlock 
with the waters of this river, as Wisdom River, with Clark's of the Co- 
lumhia; and Jefferson of the Missouri with Lewis^ of the Columbia. 
Clark's River has a course, between 2 and 300 miles in length, before it 
niutes with the Columbia* Lewis^ River is a large and long tributary of 
the Columb^. In its course, it receives North Fork and Rooskooskee, 
aqd after winding 600 miles, falls into the Columbia from the east by a 
month 250 yards wide. 

Thegeologicfd character of this country is little known; but the west- 
6131 declivities of these moontains are presumed to be primitive and 
gDMUtic. The country must have an abrupt slope to the Pacific, descendr 
ing m much in 600 miles to the west, as it does in 1,500 to the east. 
The iHiramita of these mountains of course are sterile, being ragged 
rocks, and covered with snow the greater part of the year. But among 
these mountains th^fe are sheltered and fertile vallies. The timber in the 
nUMmtains is pine, iq»nice, fir, and the other terebinthines. The terrace 
plains below generaJly have a fine soil, but are very deficient in timber. 
The prairies, like those on the eastern sides of these mountains, are cov* 
ered with grass, and a profusion of most beautiful flowers. Among the 
prairie plants are two or three kinds of edible roots, which furnish vege- 
table food to the savages, as an aid to the great proportion of salmon which 
they devour. Wild sage is also an abundant herb. It grows of a siaae 
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and height to be like a small tree; and on tliese extensive plains is one of 
the principal articles of fuel. The sea shore for a considerable distance 
into the interior, is skirted with deep and thick forests of evergreens, such 
as pine and hemlock. On the whole, it is believed that few countries on 
the earth have a more fertile soil, and agreeable climate, than those of this 
region west of the Rocky Mountains. Baron Langsdorf has given us a 
very delightful and apparently just and discriminating account of the 
countries belonging to the Missions of St. Peter and St. Paul, in the 
Mexican country, bounding on the southern limits of this country. The 
mildness of the climate is surprising. Sheltered on the north by protect- 
ing ridges of mountains, and the breezes from the west being softened by 
coming over immense extents of sea, the climate is as mild as it is in 
the country east of these mountains four or five degrees south of that 
point. Langsdorf describes these countries, extending to our southern 
limit, as the country of oranges and figs, of verdure, health, and fertility. 
We scarcely remember to have seen more sober pictures of a moredesira« 
ble country, than those drawn by him of that region. They correepond 
with the accounts of Lewis and Clark and other travellers, who have ex 
plored that country. When these intelligent and intrepid travellers left 
the country in March, and in the latitude of Montreal, the prairies were 
in blossom, and the forwardness of the season seems to have corresponded 
with that of North Carolina at the same time. It is true the winters are 
rainy, and some parts of them severe. 

The following table will serve to convey clear ideas of the temperature 
of these regions: 

TABLE OF THE WINDS, AND REMARKS ON THE WEATHER BETWEEN 
THE ROCKT MOUNTAINS AND PACIFIC OCEAN. 



Month. Place. 


N. 


N.W. 


N.E. 


E. 


S.E. 


S.|S.W. 


W. 


Sept 180a From Dividing Ridge) 
to Canoe Camp, ) 




A 


g 


6 


2 




9 






•x 


«J 












Oct. Canoe Camp to Tide Water, 




2 




8 


4 




12 




Nov. Shores of the Pacific, 




4 




6 


1 


15 


2 


Dec. do. 






4 


2 


5 




20 




Jan. do. 




1 


6 


2 


4 


2 


15 


1 


Feb. do. 






5 






8 


20 




March 20 do. 




1 


6 


1 


8 


4 


11 




April. To outlet of Kooskooskee 
River, i 




4 


4 


2 


2 




11 
11 


7 


May. To Quasnash Flatts, 




b 


1 




H 




1 




June. To Traveller's Rest, 




21 






8 






To July 8. To Dividing Ridge, 




2 


i i 





6 
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BEXAllKB* 

September. Fair 19 days, rain 7, snow 4 days. 
October. Fair 24 days, rain 5, cloudy 2. 
November. Fair 7 days, rain 17, cloudy 6. 
December* Fair 3 days, rain 27, cloudy 1. 
January. Fair 7 days, rain 19, cloudy 3, snow 2. 

Jamiary. Tbe loss of the thermometer sincerely regretted. The parties 
confident that the climate is much warmer than in the same 
parallel of latitude on the Atlantic Ocean* There has been 
only one slight white frost since the 7th of November. ^ We 
have seen no ice, and the weather is so warm that we are 
obliged to cure our meat with smoke and fire to save it." 

12. The wind from any quarter off the land, or along the north- 
west coeuit, causes the air to become cooler. 

14. Weather perfectly temperate. Never experienced so warm 
a winter as the present. 

25. It is now perceptibly colder than it has been this winter. 
28. Pretty keen frost. The coldest night of the season. 

Febmary. Fair 6, rain 16, cloudy 5, snow 1 day. 

8. The feeling of the air indicated that the rigor of the winter 
had passed. 

24. Quite warm. 

March. Fair 8, rain 16, cloudy 7. 

1. So warm that fire was unnecessary. 

13. Plants Degan to appear above ground. 

15. Pl^aits i)ut forth their leaves. 
25* Gtooseberry bushes in leaf. 

26. Humming birds appear. 

30. Grass 16 inches high in river bottoms. 
ApriL Fair 20, rain 7, cloudy 3 days. 

6. Cotton wood in leaf. 

12. Vegetation is rapidly progressing in the bottoms, though tbe 
snow reaches within a mUe of the base of tbe mountains at 
the Rapids of Columbia. 
May. Fair 19, ram 6, cloudy 6, snow 1. 

3. An increase of snow in the mountains last evening 
10. Weather cold with a heavy fall of snow. 
22. The air remarkably dry and pure. 

27. The snow has disappeared on the high plains, and seen*s to 
be diminishing fast on the spurs and lower regions of the 
Rocky Mountains. 

June. Fair 20, cloudy 5, rain 5. 

2. A great rise in the river in consequence of the melting of the 
snow in the mountains. 

3. River at its greatest height 

5. The wild rose in bloom. 

6. The vining honey-auckle in bloom. 
22. Strawberries ripe at Quashnash Flatts. 

Jqly to 8. Fair 6, rain 2 days. 

5. A dew this morning ; the nights cool ; the musquitoes trouble 
some. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OBEGON TEBBITORY. 461 

6. In the open plain there was a violent wind from the north- 
west, accompanied by hard rain. 

8. A heavy shower, accompanied by hard rain from the south- 
west. 

This country was first discovered by the Spaniards. In 1791, Captain 
Gray, of the ship Columbia, of Boston, entered the river, and fVom his 
flhip it received its name. It was occasionally entered by navigators after- 
wards* In 1805, Lewis and Clark descended this river from the moun- 
tains to the Pacific, and spent the winter on its shore. They returned 
by the same river to the mountains; and most of the exact information 
that we have of the country b from them. For some years a settlement 
of fur traders, caUed Astoria, has existed here. The chief intercourse 
of this place is with China. The question of settling this delightful 
country permanently, has been more than once debated in Congress. 
Were such settlements authorized and rendered secure by the requisite 
military establishments, there can be no doubt but it would receive large 
accessions of immigrants. The number of Indians of the different tribes 
is estimated at 140,000. 

A company is understood to be now forming, of emigrants principally 
from New England, who intend to assemble at St. Louis, ascend the 
Missouri, and cross the mountains to the plains of the Oregon. Settle- 
vaeoia to a considerable extent already exist on this river. Many of the 
settlers are understood to be British within the territorial limits of the 
United States* They have great stocks of cattle, sheep, and horses. On 
a stream that enters the Oregon not far from the Great Falls, they have 
mills, and admirable water privileges for an indefinite number. It is con- 
fidently believed, that no part of the territory of the United States, in 
point of soil, climate, and conunercial advantages, holds out stronger in 
ducements to emigrants than this country. 

As the Mexican States of Texas, Coahuila and Sonora, bound the 
country, admitted by the treaty of the cession of Florida, to belong to the 
United States in its whole extent, firom the upper waters of Arkansas and 
Red River to the Gulf of California, it is presumed that a sketch of those 
States will not be unacceptable in this place 

It is well known that Texas has already received a very considerable 
proportion of its present population in emigrants from the United States. 
The body of trappers and traders firom Missouri across the prairies to 
Santa Fe in New Mexico, is numerous and increasing. The trade has 
received a regular form, and has already had a very sensible efiect upon 
the growth of the town of Santa Fe, and the adjoining country. Many 
of these traders have formed connections, and intermarriages, and have 
found homes there. Santa Fe may be considered, in some sense, an 
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American town, tiie stores being filled with American goods, and the 
streets with American people. The Americans have explored the whole 
country from the sources of the Rio del Norte to its mouth, in search of 
furs, and in pursuit of a lucrative traffic. There are few of the towns 
of New Mexico, in which more or less of them are not to be found. 
Constantly oppressed by the ignorant, miserable, bigotted, petty despots 
of these semi-barbarous regions, who assume to be republican rulers of 
an amicable siat«r republic, the United States emigrants, like the Jews, 
multiply and thrive under the extortions and cruelties practised upon them. 
Never was a more vivid and artless picture of these oppressions present- 
ed, than in the recently published journal of James O. Pattie of seven 
years wanderings and imprisonments among these people. Having per- 
sonally explored all portions of the country to Rio del Norte, and thence 
to the Pacific, we consider his narrative the most exact, as well as inter- 
esting account of that country, that has yet been published. He has 
reversed many previous impressions in regard to its sterility and destitu- 
tion of rains. Copious rains are noted in his journal, as events Gf fre- 
quent occurrence. In Texas and in Sonora he speaks with enthusiasm 
of the verdure and fertility of the country, in his diurnal movements. 
He is seldom out of sight of mountain-peaks, white with perpetual snow. 
His sketches of the Mexican people, of their superstitious devotion to 
the ceremonials of their church, of their amusements, and bull baiting 
are fresh and graphic, presenting these singular semi-barbarians in a new 
light. He describes the tribes of the Umeds, Eiotaro, and Nabahoes, 
with a considerable degree of detail, as he traversed their whole extent of 
country, and met them, both in battle and in friendship. He describes 
them as of uncommon stature, and the finest forms; and most of them, 
both males and females, entirely naked. Their arms were bows and 
arrows, the arrows of reed, headed with fiint, and the bows rendered 
elastic by adding buffalo bones to the tough wood. These are the savages 
that occupy the country along the course of Red River of California. 

In travelling from the estuary of that uninhabited river to the Catbolio 
missions of California, he passed over an immense sand plain totally 
destitute of all herbage but the prickly pear. Here he and his party were 
near perishing of thirst. At length they reached a lake; but its vraters 
were salter than those of the sea. White bears, white wolves, antelopes, 
and mountain sheep were the animals they most frequently met White 
bears, in numbers and of a ferocity never before adequately described, 
render trapping and hunting in these regions a perilous emi^oymeot, 
even were tliere no savages to encounter. 

His description of the country along the Gulf of California, occupied 
by the Catholic Missions, is of great interest and freshness. It corres* 
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t)onds, in most particulars, with the account of the country given by 
Langsdorf in his voyages and travels. Mr. Pattie visited each one of the 
Missionary stations, having been liberated from a long and painful im- 
prisonment in San Diego, on the express condition that he should vaccin 
ate all the inhabitants of the several missions^ 

He describes the country as one of the most charming and delightful 
of which the imagination can form an idea. The missions are situated 
along a wide belt of plain of the richest soil) literally covered with sheep, 
cattle, hones, and domestic animals. The missions are surrounded with 
beautiful vineyards, yielding pleasant and generous wine, and all the 
fruits of the temperate, and most of those of the tropical climates. 

He travelled along this extensive plain from mission to mission, directly 
oa the verg^ of the .sea shore, viewing, on one hand, the expanse of the 
Pacific, and the whales, sea lions, and other monstrous vyater dwellers 
performing their unwieldy gambols; and on the other hand, mountains 
white with snow, from which innumerable cool streams descended to 
irrigate the fields. The names of the missions are San Diego, San Luis, 
the largest and handsomest of the whole, St. John the Baptist, St. Gabriel, 
St. Ferdinand, St. Bueneventura, St. Barbara, Santa Cruz, St. Enos, St. 
Luis Obispes, St. Michael, St. John Capistrano, La Solada, San Carlos, 
St. Anthony, and San Francisco. In these places he vaccinated 22,000 
persons, the greater portion of them converted Indians, the condition of 
whom he represents to be very similar to that of our slaves. They are 
carefully watched, to prevent their escape to their native forestSi When 
the husbands and fathers of the females are absent, the holy i&thers lock 
them up at night, and preserve the key. These missions number their 
cattle, sheep, horses and mules by tens of thousands. Though in a trop- 
ical climate, the temperature was uniformly cool and delightful. 

The fathers have procured for themselves, by the aid of these thousands 
of converted Indians, the most delightful abodes in the world. Their 
apartments were sumptuously furnished. Their tables were spread with 
plate, and an ample supply of the most delicious wines; and they have 
had the good fortune to have secured for themselves a paradise in these 
solitary regions, as a prelibation of the rewards reserved for them here- 
after, for their labors in converting the heathens. This country is contig- 
uous, and these people will be the nearest whites to our settlements in the 
Oregon Territory. 

Mr. Austin, formerly a citizen of the United States, has settled, under 
the auspices of the Mexican government, a considerable colony, composed 
almost entirely of emigrants from the United States, on the Brasses and 
Colorado, rivers of Texas. The town of San Felipe de Austin has a 
compact street of some length, publishes a gazette, has a number of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



464 ORSGQlf TERRITORY* 

attomies and physicians, and a respectable school. Small veaseb come 
up to this town, which is 40 or 50 miles above the mouth of the river* 

The eastern border of Texas about the lyish Bayou is chiefly settled 
with Americans. St. Antonio and Nachodoches are the only conadeia- 
ble villages of the interior. Nadxxloches is 60 oules west of the Sabine^ 
and contains about 490 inhabitants. St. Antonio is 1|300 miles further 
south-west, on the head waters of the river St Antonio^ in 29^ 50* N. 
latitude, and contains between 2 and 3,000 inhabitants. Trinity js a 
considerable stream of Texas, running parallel with the Sabine, and 150 
miles west of it. The next important river is the Brasses, which has a 
course of between 4 and 500 miles. The Colorado is a river still*further 
west, of about the same length and course. Two hundred 'miles'furtfaer 
west is the Bio del Norte, which has a course, including its windings, of 
1,600 miles. . 



END OF VOLUME !• 
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